
Ocala Conference was a success  

December 2020

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

It’s December, the last month of a year to forget! 
This year has been more like a free-form X-Games event 

than a normal walk in the park. But we do have a ton to be 
thankful for. 

Billy Christie and I were on our 
way to the Ocala Conference in Billy’s 
truck when just outside of Perry, 
FL, the water pump decided it didn’t 
like the bearings it had, and the belt 
started chirping at us. We made it to 
McDonalds, got a breakfast sandwich 
and, after eating, confirmed the water 
pump was the issue and not a hose. 
Billy walked next door and bought a new 
pump. The auto parts personnel directed 
us to a couple of places, one of  which said it would be 
Monday before it was fixed. We moved on to the next,  B&B 
Auto. Billy Brock dropped everything he was doing and got 
us back on the road in about an hour, also without costing an 
arm and a leg. Many thanks to him for helping us so quickly.

We wrapped up our annual conference a few weeks ago, 
and I think it was a big success. We may not have generated 
much (or any) revenue from it, but we had a turnout greater 
than I anticipated. I met new members and young, new 
aspiring blacksmiths that had that fire to learn and do. 

I think everyone was happy to be there, together, sharing 
2020 stories and catching up with fellow blacksmiths 
and artisans we haven’t seen since at least last year. Our 
organization came together to set up tents and equipment 
brought to us by someone willing from each region to bring 
our FABA trailers to the site. The legwork and organization of 
the event was led by Vice President Lisa Anne Conner. Along 
with Lisa Anne, our Treasurer Doug Hayes, Kirk Sullens and 
many, many other volunteers, we pulled it off. It takes a lot of 
work to pull this together and we did it in a few short months. 

The blacksmith competition on Friday night was a lot 
of fun and drew a nice crowd. Thanks to all of those who 
instructed classes, put on demos, and held family classes. I 
would also like to thank Greg Cumbaa for his attention to 
detail with setting up and running our Gallery and Silent 
Auction. As always, a job well done by Greg. 

 Keep your forges glowing and your hammers pounding! 

Be safe!   Mark Stone
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Mark Stone

I sincerely hope everyone who attended had a great time. 
I know I did. You can read and see pics about the Conference 
in the following pages.

I finally made it down to Jeff Mohr’s shop and we drew/
traced plans for the rocking chairs to be built by a couple 
other chapters for the Biennial Southern Blacksmith 
Association’s conference in May 2021. Florida will be 
contributing a two-person rocking bench with the other 
chapters contributing a couple single-person rockers and a 
couple side tables to round out what should be a nice set of 
patio furniture. Members will be encouraged to forge leaves 
or other small natural items to be placed on the furniture. 
We will also have an area for members’ setup at the SBA 
Conference to forge items to be placed there.

We, the Board, have voted to create a Quartermaster 
position within our organization to keep track of all of 
our equipment, trailer maintenance, etc. Kirk Sullens has 
graciously volunteered to take on that position, which is 
a perfect fit since he is the one who took on the project a 
few years ago to start the regional trailers. This was kind of 
built on the Teaching Trailer that Steve Bloom created over 
a decade ago, and the new trailers still have some of the 
forges and tooling from that original trailer. The trailers our 
regions have contain a lot of equipment in them to be used 
at our monthly meetings, Regional Statewide Meetings, and 
conferences. Keeping track of these assets is a must as well as 
keeping them in working order to ensure each trailer contains 
the correct number of and necessary equipment to be used 
at our meetings. Billy Hay, from the Far West Region, also 
stepped up and volunteered for the position, so “Thank You” 
Billy Hay for volunteering.

Many of you may receive the Clinker Breaker before 
Thanksgiving, and to those of you who do, I wish you and 
your families a plentiful and wonderful Thanksgiving. I 
sincerely hope everyone has a great December and a great 
Christmas and holiday season. Goodbye 2020, and we 
welcome in 2021 with open arms. I look forward to a new 
year that, hopefully, won’t be as crazy as 2020. 
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The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community. The regions have no boundaries — everyone is welcome 
everywhere. Come to more than one if you can. 
We hold regular meetings in each region on the following Saturdays of each month: NE-1st, NW-2nd, SE-3rd, Far West and SW-4th. 
The actual dates vary, so check the schedule noted in the regional reports. 
Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge. Prospective members are always welcome. Come for all or any part of a 
meeting, bring your tools or just watch. 
Most meetings run from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., and you’ll want to bring a bag lunch if not otherwise noted. If you have any questions about 
meetings or events, please contact the Regional Coordinators:

Central Northeast Region  Heinrich Hole  386-848-6982  heinrich.faba@gmail.com
North Northeast Region  Ben Thompson  617-388-5695  thompsoncrafted@gmail.com
Northwest Region  John Pfund  850-528-3280  johnwpfund@aol.com
Southeast Region  Peter Hill 651-635-6022 blazeblades561@gmail.com
Southwest Region  Antony Fenn  617-320-4781  antony.fenn@gmail.com
Far West Region  Dave Sandlin  850-974-1548  traditionsworkshopinc@gmail.com

Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA)
is a not-for-profit organization chartered with the State of Florida 
and is dedicated to promoting and expanding the horizons of 
architectural, artistic and practical blacksmithing while preserving 
the rich heritage of this craft. FABA Officers and members assume 
no responsibility or liability for injuries or damage caused as a result 
of the use of any information, materials, design, 
techniques, etc. contained in this newsletter, our website, 
http://www.blacksmithing.org, our Facebook Page or 
provided at meetings or demonstrations.
Contributions to FABA are tax-deductible to the extent 
provided by law. FABA publishes the Florida Clinker Breaker 
monthly and FABA membership includes a subscription. We solicit 
correspondence and unpaid articles on any subjects related to 
FABA’s purposes. Send to editor@blacksmithing.org. Materials 
submitted must be your own work, and citations of others must be 
clearly identified. By submitting materials, you are allowing FABA 
to edit, print and post them to FABA’s website. ABANA Chapter 
newsletters may reprint non-copyrighted material, if it is credited to 
the author and this newsletter. You need the publisher’s permission 
to reprint copyrighted material unless otherwise noted.
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Regional	Reports

Central	NE	Region	Meeting,	Dec.	5
Starting at 9 a.m. on Saturday, Dec. 5, we’ll be hav-

ing our next meeting at Kirk Sullens’ house and shop 
at 33741 Cardinal Lane, Eustis.  For this month’s 
meeting, Kirk will be showing us  how to make a few 
Christmas ornaments and items that I myself am 
unfamiliar with. After the demonstrations, we will 
light up some more fires and forge as many gifts into 
existence as possible.  Family members and friends 
tend to be very happy with hand-forged items for 
Christmas. 

It’s always a treat to be taught by Kirk how to 
make an item. His perspective nearly always includes 
things I never thought to consider.  

Oh, did I mention the food? Bring lots of it. No, 
really, sides and drinks and anything you want really.  
I’ll be providing a turkey and a ham for us to devour 
and maybe some kinda special something I haven’t thought of yet.....hmmm. Please call or text 386-848-6982 to reach me 
about coordinating our efforts with the sides. C-Ya there!
—	Heinrich	Hole,	Central	NE	Coordinator

NW	Region	Meeting,	Dec.	12
The Northwest Region will be holding our December 

meeting at Mockingbird Forge. This is the home of Brooke 
and Jeff Mohr. The address is 22 Ironwood Court, Crawford-
ville, Florida 32327. The meeting starts at 9 a.m. and we will 
break for lunch at noon. Jeff will be giving us a demonstra-
tion, and there will be opportunities to work on the rocking 
chair project as well. We will have hamburgers and hotdogs 
off the grill, and we should bring sides and desserts. Don’t 
forget to bring something for the Iron in the Hat raffle, and 
tailgate sales are invited. After lunch will be another chance 
to work on the Rocking Chair Project. Looking forward to 
some cooler weather, and I hope to see you there!  

—	John	Pfund,	NW	Coordinator  

SW	Region	Meeting,	Nov.	28	
  There will be a live online meeting for the Southwest 

via Facebook with Trez Cole at 9 a.m. on Saturday, Nov. 
28. Trez will be forging hot cuts and hardie tools 

Please keep an eye on the FABA SW Facebook page  
(www.facebook.com/groups/228279738123674/) for 
the meeting announcement and Live link. You can also 
review past virtual meetings by clicking on the Videos 
link.

We dont have anything planned for December yet, 
and request that people check our Facebook page for 
any announcements.

— Tony	Fenn,	SW	Regional	Coordinator

North	NE	Region	
  

The NNE Regional meeting on Nov. 21 will be hosted by Seth Satterfield of Iron Artisan in St. Augustine, FL. Seth will give 
a morning demo on basic forging techniques such as, drawing out, forging a point, creating a bevel and forging a shoulder, 
and other tips and techniques. He will demonstrate all of these forging techniques through making a knife. 

The December meeting info will be announced on the NE Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/groups/FABA.NE/ so 
please check it for the most up-to-date meeting information. The page also has an archive of videos from past meetings that 
members might enjoy.  — Ben	Thompson,	North	NE	Coordinator
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Regional	Reports

Far	West	Region	Events	
 
On Nov. 21, we are planning a special meeting for the Far 

West chapter. We will take our “show” on the road, up to the 
Timber Creek Distillery http://timbercreekdistillery.com/ on 
the east side of Crestview. 

Set your GPS to Timber Creek Distillery, 6451 Lake Ella 
Rd, Crestview, FL, and be prepared to drive on some dirt 
roads. Our plan is to set up for our usual meeting at 9am and 
to fire the forges at 10am, not planning to shut down until 
4pm. 

Smiths are encouraged to bring their wares for sale since 
Timber Creek is also sponsoring a farmer’s holiday market 

that day. 
Finally, all smiths need 

to be ready to compete 
in our forging competi-
tion, making a holder for 
a brandy snifter. More 
information at https://
fb.me/e/1PXFwP4XX 

Please let us know 
if you plan to attend by 
signing up for our event 
on Facebook @ “FABA 
Far West - the Panhandle 
Blacksmiths.”

Timber Creek not only offers exceptional spirits (with free 
samples) they also have a wood fired stone pizza oven so you 
can purchase lunch. 

Travel experts from FloridaRentals.com rounded up their 
picks for the Florida’s Top Distilleries and Timber Creek 
Distillery was featured 1st in their article about Florida’s Top 
11 Distilleries! 

If you and to know more about their unique operation, 
visit http://timbercreekdistillery.com/ or come join the FABA 
Far West blacksmiths for our November Hammer In.

The Far West Region plans to skip our meeting in Decem-
ber since it would be in conflict with Christmas. 

The January and February meetings in the Far West 
Region will focus on the Journeyman standards and will be 
held at Traditions Workshop, at 418 Green Acres Road, Suite 
4, in Fort Walton Beach, so we have shelter from the cold if 
necessary. 

Our March meeting will be held at Butler’s Family Farm 
and is intended to be a fundraiser with a “make and take” 
class on medieval knife making that will be open to the pub-
lic. 

— David	Sandlin,	Far	West Coordinator

The March meeting includes a fundraiser class on medieval knife making

The Butler Family Farm -
Far West March Meeting
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FABA	Treasurer’s	Report

By	Doug	Hayes

As you all know, 
2020 has been a year 
of many challenges 
for everyone, includ-
ing FABA.  We have 
made progress in 
correcting several is-
sues with our mem-
bership, website and 
payment platforms, 
but some issues still 
remain.   During the 
month of October, 
PayPal had 10 days 
(Oct 4 - 15th) where 
their dashboard reported we had no transactions, but you 
all were making payments and being registered for the 
FABA conference and classes ... and the conference web-
site was showing that you had indeed paid.   PayPal never 
acknowledged any problem despite several requests and 
messages from me and the webmaster.  And our account 
seemed to match the records in the conference website.  
But now some folks have sent me emails saying that PayPal 
has messaged them that the member would be receiving a 
refund due to cancelled transactions.  

If you have received a notice from PayPal that a par-
ticular payment or transaction was cancelled or is being 
refunded, please email me with the information, or just 
‘forward’ the email to treasurer@blacksmithing.org.    I 
am still digging into this to make sure we haven’t ‘lost’ any 
revenues from the PayPal glitch and am trying different 
types of requests for summaries and monthly reports and 
downloads to see if I can balance all the accounts.  And yes,  
some reports show transactions from Oct 4-15th although 
others do not show that.  

It may require that we open a totally new PayPal account 
moving forward, or leave PayPal entirely.   If you really like 
PayPal, please message me or another officer and let us 
know, so we can try to accommodate your preferences.   At 
this time, we will at least be adding Square as a payment 
platform by January.  

We will also be replacing the membership program with 
one that is integrated with QuickBooks.  If you have any 
personal experience (good or bad) with such programs, 
please send me a message with input in the next week or so.  

Currently we have $10,000+ in cash in the bank.  We 

PayPal glitch, other issues from 2020 

did withdraw $5000 from the Vanguard reserve account 
to help meet conference expenses, maintenance bills, and 
ongoing expenses such as the webmaster services and 
newsletter costs.  

And although the conference was a success both in 
pushing through in spite of COVID and the chaos of 2020, 
our attendance was approximately 25% of our best year 
and although I expect we broke even on expenses I do not 
believe we generated any significant revenue when all is 
said and done.  

Keep in mind that the costs for facilities for a confer-
ence with 120 attendees and one with 400+ folks are pretty 
much the same, but with much less in the way of registra-
tion and class revenue.  

Plus our auction was limited in size due to attendance 
and contributions and brought in much less than in previ-
ous years.    

I will provide a complete financial overview of the con-
ference financial activity in the January newsletter, once 
we sort out the PayPal discrepancies and reconcile all the 
receipts/expenses from folks.  

Also, one last reminder, as of January we will be switch-
ing the Clinker Breaker to only 4 print editions per year, 
once per quarter, with the other issues being digital only.  

I thank you for your patience and understanding with 
the hassles we’ve had this year with membership renewals, 
payment issues and the websites and look forward to 2021 
being better in all aspects.  

Have a great Thanksgiving and holiday season. 
—	Doug	Hayes,	FABA	Treasurer  
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FABA 2020 Conference

There is a saying of which I am particularly fond:  “Make 
New Friends, keep the Old; for one is Silver and the other, 
Gold.”

This year’s FABA conference proved, once again, that I am 
incredibly *rich*.

To each and every one of you who sent helpful hints and 
messages of support beforehand, and especially, *during*!; to 
everyone who could not attend in person yet sent along items 
for the Gallery, for Iron in the Hat, or for the Auction; to 
those of you who hauled gear, people, equipment, and trail-
ers; to those of you who made runs during the conference for 
gasoline, for water, for food & coffee for the staff & instruc-
tors, and often, for anyone who looked hungry or thirsty or 
just tired; to those of you who really did spend the quarantine 
time cleaning up and clearing out, and then brought all those 
treasures to donate or to sell; to everyone who came to so 
generously share of their knowledge, of their talents, of their 
sweat, of their hard-earned money; to those of you for whom 
this was your very first FABA conference and for those of 
you for whom this was your thirtieth (or more); to those who 
came early, and those who stayed until the last car pulled out 
of the Paddock; to those who ordered a T-shirt online be-
cause that was the one thing you could do to help our bottom 
line this year; to those of you who signed up for a class, and 
then while on site, signed up for another, and another; to 
everyone who renewed not only their membership, but our 
faith in humanity and the generosity of the human spirit…
THANK YOU.  This conference was a true celebration of 35 
years of FABA Family.

There are certain people who are deserving of Special 
Thanks.  

To the Board at large, for their belief that we could do this 
*this* year, and who allowed me to help, and who gave me all 
of the teamwork both upfront and behind the scenes to make 
it succeed.  

To Mark Stone, for the constant texts and emails and all 
the support (and supplies!).  

To Doug Hayes, who has been simply buried under an 
avalanche of the ongoing FABA organizational electronic and 
monetary deadlines and difficulties, yet somehow managed 
to carve out time and energy to converse daily and to fix so 
many issues – and to make the coal run to Georgia and back 
(and forth…). I really do need to send Special Thanks to his 
entire family, and especially his lovely wife, for their generous 
and cheerful participation in All of this!  

To Kirk Sullens, for agreeing to do the set up and tear 
down, and then to volunteer to teach and to accomplish any-
thing & everything else he saw needed to be done.  

To Heinrich Hole, and to his Amazing Crew, for wran-
gling cats, er, teachers and assistants and materials, and for 

being there on site from beginning to end with answers and 
helpful suggestions and solutions at every turn.  

To Greg Cumbaa, Gallery Director extroidinare, you not 
only accepted the challenges of this year’s last minute disrup-
tions, but you succeeded beautifully. 

To the entire Thomas family, for, well, always being there.  
Again, to everyone’s spouses/partners, family, & friends:  we 
all know how much these events can take over your house-
holds and disrupt your lives; I send you Humble Thanks.  

FABA Family, I know that there are way too many of you I 
am having to gloss over, or to leave out, but please know that 
I am very aware of all *You* did to make this conference a 
Success!

I must say Thank You, as always, to Henry Kuczwara (& 
Marjorie): so many years ago, you let me come play in the fire 
– see what you started?!?!

Moving forward!  The Board is hopeful that we have 
some folks interested in the Program Chair position for the 
upcoming year.  Furthermore, several of you came forward 
with suggestions for different venues, and for opportunities 
to partner with other organizations to continue to grow and 
succeed.  Please do keep sending in your ideas and thoughts!

Until we can meet again in person, please Stay Safe, and 
Stay Sane.  

—	Lisa	Anne	Conner,	FABA	Vice	President  

Ocala Conference strikes gold 
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FABA 2020 Conference
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FABA 2020 Conference
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FABA 2020 Conference
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Far	West	Region	Ocala	Report
Four members of the Far West region were able to attend 

the conference this year and it was a great experience! We 
were privileged to assist with teaching two classes, giving 
Billy and David a great opportunity to learn new teaching 
styles. 

We were also able to attend Albert Rasch’s detailed lesson 
on polishing hammers and he had a travelling buffer/grind-
er set up with over a half dozen neatly arranged machines 
that was truly drool-worthy. We will be taking Albert’s 
lessons back to the Far West to pass on to other membes.

As usual, John Pfund was providing pointers and help 
at the open forges all weekend. John normally attends the 
Far West meetings, so we will let him show off his new 
techniques when he comes to visit us again. Finally we were 
privileged to assist our scholarship winner, Christopher 
Sandlin, in the Viking short stack smelting exercise.

One of the first lessons learned from this smelt started 
on Thursday. Christopher spent most of the day building 
the forge with bricks and clay. He made the door to the 
smelter out of clay and set it aside to dry. To dry the furnace 
it was fired with a small wood fire on Thursday afternoon. 
Then came the rain! We had built the smelter under the tree 
but not under a tent and the rain presented us with a major 
setback as the clay, especially the clay door, was quickly 
soaked. We got a 10x10 pop-up tent out of the trailer and 
set it up to protect the work just a little too late. Conse-
quently we were still trying to dry out the furnace and the 
door at 10pm Thursday night.

Friday presented us with the challenge of too many 
volunteers. We brought a limited amount of gear and had 
planned on 3 people per shift but members of the Florida 
Artist Blacksmith Association are a helpful crew and eager 
to learn from a new experience. Next time we will have a 
sign up roster at the exhibit site with specific time slots. We 
also learned that to make the most of the volunteer help 
that is available we have to have specific tasks for each vol-
unteer, especially when pulling the bloom from the furnace!

FABA 2020 Conference
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Recall that the clay door for the smelter got soaked on Thurs-
day? That came to bite us on Friday when the slag door cracked 
open. Next time we need to use materials to re-enforce the door. 
Trying to plaster the red hot cracked clay door was only mar-
ginally effective.

When we went to pull the bloom we discovered the bloom 
had wrapped around the twyer. We are not sure of the cause as 
the iron ore was always poured in on the side away from the 
twyer. However in this case the bloom not only encompassed 
the twyer, it even melted part of it away. The slag bowl and the 
bloom also melted the clay and adhered to some of the bricks. 
This was expected but the scale of the problem was such that we 
had to tear the whole furnace apart to get the bloom out.

The final lesson learned 
occurred after things cooled 
down a bit, just not enough. 
We had planned on rebuild-
ing the Viking furnace for a 
second run on Saturday but 
by 9 pm Friday night (after 
the forging competition), 
the bricks were still too 
hot to touch with a gloved 
hand. We revised the plan 
and built a much smaller 
Aristotle furnace on Satur-
day morning that we used 
to further purify the bloom. We also 
elected not to attempt a smelt on 
Sunday as the bricks could remain 
too hot to transport for several 
hours. Instead we focused on consol-
idating the bloom and ensuring all 
the helpers received a currency bar 
for their efforts.

We do have some materials left 
over and plan to conduct at least 
two more smelts in 2021. One in the 
Northeast with a target date TBD but 
most likely in February, and another 
in the west. Maybe at Blountstown or 
Milton? Again, the date and location 
is TBD.

So the conference is behind us, but we anticipate meeting 
again in 2021! Look for the Far West to do a series of casting 
demonstrations during our next conference: Viking jewelry 
on Friday, a Bronze Age sword on Saturday and a hands-on 
class on Sunday. Once again, we will need some help and we’d 
really like to line up some demonstrators to fill the dead times 
while we are packing sand forms or cleaning up metal castings. 
Contact david@traditionsworkshop.com if you have a one- or 
two-hour demonstration you’d like to show the membership.

— David	Sandlin,	Far	West Coordinator

FABA 2020 Conference
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FABA	Membership	Application: Membership begins when your application and $30 membership fee is received. 
Membership is per family and lasts one year. Use your credit card to join or renew your FABA Membership via Paypal by going to 
blacksmithing.org/membership/join and clicking through the Paypal button. You do not need 
to have a Paypal account to use this feature. OR send the below application and your check to “FABA” for $30 to:  
NAME 
FAMILY MEMBERS 
ADDRESS                                                                                           CITY                                             ZIP
PHONE                                                  CELL                                                   EMAIL
DATE                                  NEW           RENEWAL              I want B&W Newsletter by mail                OR Color Newsletter by Email

FABA
Doug Hayes, Treasurer
4255 US-1 S. Suite 18 #329
St. Augustine, FL 32086


