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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Welcome to the
President’s Corner
This is the start of a New Year,
and I pray for each of you to have
a happy, prosperous and safe New
Year.
This year is going to be another wonderful year
filled with a great number of activities to keep your fires
burning and your quest for knowledge engaged.
We, your Board of Directors, are already engaged in
planning a number of activities for this year.
Some of the activities are the monthly regional
meetings and Statewide Regional Meetings; others
are the Southern Blacksmith Association Bi-Annual
conference in Madison, Ga., and our Florida Artist
Blacksmith Association Annual Statewide Meeting.
Planning is something that not just the Board needs
to do; it is something each of us needs to do with a will
or estate plan. As each of us know, we have a sizable
investment in all of our tools — large and small, for it
all adds up.
In the past, many blacksmith tools have wound up in
the trash or a scrape yard because those left behind who
are taking care of them have no idea of the value of any
of the items.
“I have never seen a hearse followed by a U-haul
truck.” That is said because you cannot take it with you,
whatever “it” happens to be.
Each of us owes it to our loved ones and family to
have a will and let our desires be known.

If you are young, or not so young, do not think this
document is not needed. None of us know when our last
day will be. The last moment can come at any time for
countless reasons, and we should take the time to do
planning needed to make sure our desires are known and
carried out.
If you do not know what is required in a will, you
can contact any attorney or estate planner to assist and
help you to accomplish this task.
One consideration of your estate planning, or will, is
the naming of the Florida Artist Blacksmith Association
as the recipients of your equipment, books, drawings
and papers to ensure nothing is trashed.
We have had donations in the past and will continue
to be good stewards in the future to ensure your legacy
does not go to the trash or junk yard.
A recent example of this is Dr. Joel Clark, who willed
his shop to this organization, and we are in the process
of carrying out his wishes. We thank him and his wife
for thinking of us.
This is a new year and a good time to make new
friends in the blacksmithing community, so do not
forget to extend a hand at meeting and develop new
friendships.
In addition, for those of you who choose to pursue
the Journeyman Blacksmith program, it is a great goal.

Think Safe and Be Safe,

John Boy Watson

Is it time to change the batteries in your smoke alarm? Do you have a smoke alarm?

EDITOR’S NOTE
I thank God for Groupon.
For the uninitiated, Groupon.com is a site that offers adventures such as
indoor skydiving, laser tag and, yes, introductory blacksmithing classes at
discounts to its online audience.
Groupon is how I found Dark Angel Armory, now The Guild folk art school
in Pompano Beach, and its owners, Shaun Williams and Sylvia Andrassy.
Falling in love with blacksmithing was as simple as that. One class and I
was hooked.
Thanks to the Guild, I now have a number of new hobbies, such as leather
working and jewelry making, but there is nothing as satisfying as hammering
on heated metal to deal with the stress of life.
Because I love spending time at The Guild with the many artists who work
there, I didn’t run away screaming when Sylvia introduced me to Kirk Sullens
and John Boy Watson at a Statewide Regional Meeting last year and suggested
I talk to them about taking over the FABA newsletter.
In fact, it sounded kindof fun. :)
A couple months into the process, I’m learning a lot, and I’m as excited as
ever about keeping Florida blacksmiths in touch with each other and inspired
by the work being produced by this organization.
I have been impressed by the talent displayed by FABA members across the state and their eagerness to share their
knowledge and support their peers in the blacksmithing community. The relationships in FABA have been built over
decades, and I’m humbled to be part of such a welcoming organization.
Thank you for this opportunity! Sincerely,

						 Jen

Jhon, Clinker Breaker editor
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Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA)

is a not-for-profit organization chartered with the State of Florida
and is dedicated to promoting and expanding the horizons of
architectural, artistic and practical blacksmithing while preserving
the rich heritage of this craft. FABA Officers and members assume
no responsibility or liability for injuries or damage caused as a result
of the use of any information, materials, design,
techniques, etc. contained in this newsletter, our website,
http://www.blacksmithing.org, our Facebook Page or
provided at meetings or demonstrations.
Contributions to FABA are tax-deductible to the extent
provided by law. FABA publishes the Florida Clinker Breaker
monthly and FABA membership includes a subscription. We solicit
correspondence and unpaid articles on any subjects related to
FABA’s purposes. Send to editor@blacksmithing.org. Materials
submitted must be your own work, and citations of others must be
clearly identified. By submitting materials, you are allowing FABA
to edit, print and post them to FABA’s website. ABANA Chapter
newsletters may reprint non-copyrighted material, if it is credited to
the author and this newsletter. You need the publisher’s permission
to reprint copyrighted material unless otherwise noted.
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Calendar of Events
The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community. The regions have no boundaries — everyone is welcome everywhere. Come to
more than one if you can. We hold regular meetings in each region on the following Saturdays of each month: NE-1st, NW-2nd, SE-3rd, SW-4th except
for quarterly Statewide meetings. The actual dates vary, so check the schedule below. Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge. Prospective members are always welcome. Come for all or any part of a meeting, bring your tools or just watch. Most meetings run from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., and
you’ll want to bring a bag lunch if not otherwise noted. If you have any questions about meetings or events, please contact the Regional Coordinators:

Central Northeast Region
North Northeast Region
Northwest Region
Southeast Region
Southwest Region
Far West Region

Heinrich Hole
Ben Thompson
John Pfund
Shaun Williams
Antony Fenn
John Butler

386-848-6982
617-388-5695
850-528-3280
954-274-4119
617-320-4781
850-304-9021

heinrich.faba@gmail.com
thompsoncrafted@gmail.com
johnwpfund@aol.com
chevaliervaliant@yahoo.com
antony.fenn@gmail.com
jlbutl@gmail.com

Regional Reports
SW meeting, Feb. 23

Crowley Museum and Nature Center
16405 Myakka Road, Sarasota, FL 34240
941-322-1000 or www.crowleyfl.org

The SW meeting will be held on Saturday, Feb. 23, at
Crowley Museum and Nature Center just east of Sarasota.
We will gather to support and take part in the Southwest
Florida Heritage Festival.
We have ambitious plans to blacksmith a horse sculpture for the museum. Please come at 10 a.m. on Saturday
and be ready to join in and help swing a hammer with Trez
Cole and Tony Fenn. We will have two or three portable
forges and anvils available, and you will also be able to
work in the museum’s forge.
Instead of Iron in the Hat and bringing food to share,
we are asking you to please support the museum and pay
the entrance fee. There will be vendors for handcrafted and
other unique goods, live music, a hayride shuttle to food
and entertainment, animals, demonstrations and more, so
you may want to bring the family. ($20 per car load gets
you into the event and access to the rest of the property all
day long.)
If you want to know how people lived in Florida long
ago, Crowley Museum and Nature Center is for you. There
are several historic buildings, “cracker” cattle, a blacksmith
shop and a museum filled with artifacts explaining what
Florida was like in pioneer times. If you want to know
what the land in Florida was like in the days before development, Crowley is also for you. There are trails you can
walk on to see unspoiled nature. There’s even a boardwalk
through a beautiful and mysterious swamp. Florida’s past
and its original landscape are here for you to see. We will
have a great time demoing as part of the festival, talking
to the visitors and catching up with old friends. It will be
worth the trip.

DIRECTIONS to Crowley Museum:
From the south or west: Take Fruitville Road (exit #210
off I-75) and drive 10 miles to the dead end. Turn right
on Myakka Road. Go 3 miles, Crowley is on your left. If
you travel over the bridge to the north entrance of Myakka
State Park, you missed us by a mile.
From the north: Take I-75 to route #70, exit #217B, travel to Verna Road. Turn right and travel south for approximately 6 miles to the Crowley entrance on your left.

– Antony Fenn
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Central NE meeting, Feb. 2
Central NE workday, Feb. 16

SE meeting, Feb. 16

Hello, everyone, and welcome to another wonderful
edition the Clinker Breaker Southeast Region report. All of
us here in the Southeast region hope that the rest of you are
enjoying a healthy happy and prosperous New Year.
Because of the holidays, we did not have a Southeast
region meeting in December, however we were all still very
busy with the goings-on here at The Guild.
We are wrapping up arrangements for our annual Southeast Region Statewide Meeting, which will be on the third
weekend in March, and we have confirmed our principal
demonstrator, blacksmith Mark Emig.
In addition we will have a fantastic line-up of other
demonstrators, including Tommy Burgs of Lambert Blades
demonstrating integral bolster knives and teaching a class on
integral bolster knives on Sunday morning. There will be a
variety of other classes. Get more information and registration online starting Jan. 20.
Our February
Southeast Region
meeting will be Saturday, Feb. 16, from
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at
my shop. The Guild
is at 205 NW 16th
St., Pompano Beach,
FL 33064.
I will be demonstrating the making of an acanthus
leaf scroll, which I
practiced while in the
Czech Republic with
blacksmith Standa Pikryl, and we will have open forges.
As usual, it is a potluck breakfast, and we ask everybody to
bring a dish. Hope to see all of you there. Best wishes and
see you soon. – Shaun Williams

January’s brainstorm was a total success. The opinions are
in and plans are in the making.
Members of the Central NE group have homework for
January: Members are to find or make a design plan for a
tree and bring that plan to February’s meeting so we can all
work together to pick the best option. It is the intention of
the Central NE group to work together on a tree and then
donate it to the conference auction.
The other group project in the works is a maintenance
day for our shop here at the Pioneer Settlement. Several of
our forges and blowers need some love, and we plan to give
it to them on Feb. 16 starting about 10 a.m. That’s the 3rd
Saturday of the month.
If you’d like to help and need to coordinate, I can be
reached at 386-848-6982. If you have fabricating skills or
resources you’re willing to contribute, please join us that
day to help out. I’m sure we’ll be able to make use of whatever people have to offer.
The next Central NE meeting is Feb. 2 at 9 a.m. right
here at our home base at the settlement. Ben Rogers will
likely be doing a texturing demonstration for us at the meeting so we will know better how to make branches for a tree,
seeing as how that’s suddenly become relevant to our group.
I look forward to seeing you all there.
It’s amazing just how quickly our group was able to begin a
cool project once we decided to work together.
I can’t wait to see what we are capable of accomplishing.

– Heinrich Hole

North NE meeting set for March
The North NE region will not have a meeting in
February. Check next month’s Clinker Breaker for
March’s meeting details. – Ben Thompson
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NW meeting, Feb. 9

NW report

The February meeting for the North West Region will
be held at Juan Holbrook’s in Gainesville on Feb. 9. Juan and
Nicole will be demonstrating for us, and the meal will be
provided. It’s OK to bring a favorite dish or dessert to share,
but it’s not necessary.
Do bring something for the Iron in the Hat raffle, though
and collect your 7-ticket bounty, if you made it yourself. The
same bounty will be offered on pictures taken at the meeting
that make it into the Clinker Breaker.
This is our farthest east and south location for a meeting
and a good chance other Regions to join us. I hope to see
you there!
The March meeting will also be a good chance for other
regions to join us, as it will be our yearly Statewide meeting.
It will be held at Mike Bettinger’s welding shop on March 9,
and Kirk Sullens will demonstrate making a Viking Winged
Spear.
For the April meeting, Keiran Fry will demonstrate what
he learned in his scholarship with Jeff Mhor, and he’ll do it
at his home, which will be another new meeting location for
us.
The May 11 meeting will be at Mike Luck’s, and we have
a couple open slots in June, July and August. Contact me if
you want to host a meeting. – John Pfund

January’s North West meeting was at Aunt Louise’s Farm
near Wakeenah. There were a large number of youngsters
and some older folks wanting to try their hand at blacksmithing. John Pfund
organized the event and
brought his forges, anvils
and tools, all of which he
produces himself.
The program consisted
of a railroad spike knife
contest. The knives were
put in the Iron in the Hat,
and Danny Shuer won
the contest with the most
tickets.
The youngsters were
eager to learn; they were hard at it all morning and did not
quit. It was a pleasure working with youngsters, who are so
respectful and paid attention.
The Iron in the Hat produced $371, and we had 68 sign
in. Lunch was chicken grilled by our hosts, completed with
covered dishes and desserts brought by our members.

– Ron Childers

Far West meeting, Feb. 23

February’s meeting of the Far West region will
be at Traditions Workshop, 418 Green Acres Road
in Fort Walton Beach on the fourth Saturday of the
month, Feb. 23. Hope to see you there!

– John Butler
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Registration opens Jan. 20 at www.blacksmithevents.com
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2018 Walt Anderson Scholarship Report
By Ben Thompson
North NE Regional Coordinator
I’m incredibly grateful to
have been selected as the recipient of the 2018 Walt Anderson
Scholarship. This and other
scholarships provided through
FABA offer financial support
for smiths at any skill level to
pursue a class which will further
their knowledge of the art and
craft of blacksmithing.
As a sculptor, I have a
diverse technical background
with an emphasis in metalwork
ranging from jewelry to large
scale steel fabrication.
While not continuous, I
have 23 years of blacksmithing
experience. However, I view my
current skill set as very much at
the intermediate level.
My interest in metalwork
began while pursuing undergraduate studies in Southwestern
Louisiana. At the University of Louisiana, Lafayette, I
completed a number of courses in jewelry, welding and
fabrication and bronze casting.
In the late 90s, I chose to leave undergraduate school
for a year and pursue independent study. I sought technical training in welding at a local community college and
became seduced by the blacksmith’s work I was seeing
in the American Craft and later Anvil’s Ring. In 1995, I
enrolled in the fall concentration class with David Secrest
at Penland School of Crafts. This happened to coincide
with what I view as a historic event: the 1995 Penland Iron
Symposium featuring Ken May, Christina Shmigel, Peter
Parkinson, Jim Wallace, Albert Paley and Richard Wattenmaker.
At the urging of Elizabeth Brim, I had arrived early for
the concentration in order to catch the Iron conference,
but I had not planned for housing. She was kind enough
to introduce me to Rick Smith (SIU Carbondale), who had
guest accommodations.
In exchange for room and board, I spent a week working as Rick’s assistant in his personal mountain studio
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(complete with snakes that would emerge from the rock
wall and warm themselves when we lit the forges in the
morning).
The confluence of all of these disparate elements — being at the epicenter of the iron universe, the exposure to
such great creative minds, and the intoxicating smell of
coal fire — was a life-changing experience.

Continued on page 8
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Continued from page 7
From that moment on, I was hooked on
blacksmithing, and while I have not pursued
it full time, it is a subject that fascinates me
both in theory and practice. In my view, the
medium, approach and technique of blacksmithing presents endless opportunities for
learning and growth.
My current interest is in toolmaking, both
in terms of form and function. Whether the
tool is the means to an end or the end itself,
being a successful and proficient toolmaker
is essential, allowing me to make the necessary tooling for my sculptural pursuits.
As such, I applied for the scholarship to study at the
John C. Campbell Folk School in the class “Tools! Tools!
Tools!” a week-long class that ran from Sunday to Saturday, Aug. 19-25.
The class was taught by Lucas House (Raleigh, N.C.)
and focused on the basics of tool making and heat treating
while making hammers, tongs, chisels and more. During
the class, we learned how these basic tools and skills could
be altered and tweaked to suit our individual needs.
I came into the class with very specific projects I wanted to complete, including some top tools, various tongs,
hammers and, if possible, a set of double calipers. The
way the class was run allowed for a lot of free studio time
if students felt comfortable. I did, and I tried to take full
advantage of as much time as possible.
After breakfast we started at 9 a.m. and broke for lunch
and dinner, but most days didn’t leave the studio until 11
p.m.
My biggest revelation coming out of the class was the
value of great set of ring/holding/punch tongs and the
appropriate inserts. They are so versatile, keep your hands
away from the striking surface, and seem to be near limitless in variation.
Using that tooling with a treadle hammer was quite
an eye-opening experience. I was able to punch hammer
heads in record time without a striker, power hammer or
press. It really changed my view of equipment I thought I
already knew.
The how-to portion of my report focuses on the method
of heat treating that we were taught (see image at top of
small fullered punch). I came into the class familiar with
basic heat treating, but if there’s one thing I’m learning,
it’s that everyone has their own method.
While it’s important to understand the metallurgical
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science behind the process, many blacksmiths will never
have a need for that level of specificity, and the method
taught in this class was fairly simple.
Lucas House’s recommendation for treating the S7 hand
tools we were making was to heat to non-magnetic and
place on a firebrick with the working end facing a forceful
shop fan until the tool can be handled. It was then hardened
(check with a file). Then we re-sanded them to bare metal
basically the entire length (to see the colors run), and using
an oxy/acetylene rig, we would run the colors from slightly
off-center to the ends (typically we would focus the heat
closer to the “struck end”).
For our purposes, we were looking for a light straw at
the working end of the tool. We would apply more heat or
less to stop the color right where we needed it.
All in all, it was an amazing experience, and I’d wholeheartedly recommend it to anyone interested in deepening
their understanding of our craft.
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In Memoriam

Joel Clark

Former Northeast Trustee, passed August 6, 2018
Dr. Joel Clark, of Fernandina Beach, died at his home in
August 2018. He was 89 years old, and had been married to
his wife, Jo, for 63 years. Joel was a Urologist who retired
early to spend a number of years sailing the waters of South
and Central America.
Joel developed his love for working with iron along with
well-developed relationships with the Florida Artist Blacksmith Association membership. He was active in the Northeast section of FABA until recent years. He served on the
Board from 2000 to 2003 as the Northeast Trustee.
He continued being active with the organization until his
health would no longer allow him to participate. In doing so
he developed many friends and will be missed. In addition,
Joel willed his shop to the FABA organization as part of his
estate planning, and we thank him for this heartfelt decision,
and his wife Jo for seeing this through.

Clifton E. Ralph

Written by Lane Ralph

My dad, Clifton E. Ralph, passed away
peacefully on Dec. 24, 2018, after several
months of hospice care at home.
Born March 9, 1931 in Fordsville, Kentucky, dad lived a long, productive life. He
loved his family and provided them with
many great lessons, tales and memorable
incidents, events and activities.
His passion was his work as a blacksmith,
teacher and philosopher of life, liberty and
the pursuit of happiness.
Dad demonstrated and taught for the past 38 years after
retiring early from the blacksmith shop at LTV steel in
East Chicago, Indiana, in 1981. He pursued his passion of
demonstrating, teaching and lecturing at shows and Hammer-ins and providing education tapes and videos of how to
use a power hammer to make almost anything out of steel
and iron. He visited many states, including Florida, to pass
on the art of blacksmithing.
He is survived by his wife, Margaret Joan Ralph of Gary,
Indiana, and his sons Lane Ralph and Wade David Ralph
and daughters Cindy Lee Ard and Connie Moscoe.
Nathan Robertson of the Jackpine Forge in Max, Minnesota, wrote this tribute about my Clifton, which he has given
permission to reprint:
I first heard about Clifton back in 1999 when I bought
my first power hammer from Keith Johnson. Keith showed
me a copy of the AFC’s “Big Hammer” booklet and told me
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Dr. Joel Clark, standing at far right, is picture with (standing from left) Bill
Robertson, Ray Reynolds and Tim Ryan and (kneeling) Bob Jacoby an Patty
Draper.
I should get a copy.
But it wasn’t until 2004 at the
ABANA conference in Richmond,
Kentucky, that I met Clifton. I
introduced myself and thanked him
for sharing his knowledge that I
was starting to use on a daily basis.
By that time, I had devoured every
tidbit I could get from “The Big
Hammer,” the videos he’d done, and
the smiths who had spent a lot of
time working with him, such as Bob
Bergman and Steve Parker.
After that, I started seeing him
more often as I was traveling the
midwest going to various events. Soon I realized seeing him
was often the highpoint of any event, and that he would gladly do anything to help someone who was willing to listen, to
question and, most of all, to think for himself.
We lost Clifton yesterday, something that I’m still coming to terms with. I thanked Clifton every time I saw him or
talked to him on the phone for what he had done for me and
for the rest of the smithing community, but I still feel like
it wasn’t enough. So once again, “Thank You.” It’s been an
honor and a privilege to have known you and to have learned
from you and from others you have taught. The world will
never be the same, as you were truly one of a kind.
Every day in my shop, if there’s a forging problem, there’s
always a solution. Just ask yourself “What Would Clifton
Do?” and you can always find an answer.
That’s his legacy, and I plan to continue to honor it until
the day I close the shop doors.
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Hurricane Michael update:

Panhandle Pioneer Settlement seeks aid in recovery
By Jennifer Jhon
Hurricane Michael tore through the Panhandle of Florida on Oct. 10, packing Category 4 sustained winds of up to
155 mph when it made landfall in Mexico Beach and headed
north.
In Blountstown, which took a direct hit from the storm,
Willard Smith and his wife, Linda, have a home just down the
road from the Panhandle Pioneer Settlement, a living-history
museum that the couple started in 1989.
When the storm was over, they found they had lost all of the
outbuildings at their home and almost all of the 18 historical
buildings at the settlement.
“There were
over 100 trees that
went down” at the
settlement, Willard Smith said,
and as they fell,
their limbs tore
through the roofs
and walls of many
of the structures.
The winds took
down the rest.
“It was 130
mph winds just
constantly for
3 hours. It just
couldn’t take it,” he said of the settlement.
Three months later, volunteers are still working to repair the
damage. “The blacksmith shop had the most destruction,”
Smith said. “We have several people working on it; they’re
doing a wonderful job.”
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He anticipated
being able to open
the blacksmith
shop soon. “We’ve
got the walls up.
We’ve got the rafters almost up.” A
little more work,
he said, and it will
be ready to go.
The Panhandle Pioneer Settlement
has raised about
$4,000 to pay for
building materials,
but with about 15
buildings needing
repair, more cash
is needed.
Smith said the
building supply
company has offered to hold the bill for a while and give the
couple extra time to pay the balance, because the restoration
work has wiped out the settlement’s cash reserves.
“If we could get someone to donate just a little more
money,” Smith said, they could finish the work.
Those interested in contributing to the restoration fund
at Panhandle Pioneer Settlement can contact Smith at
850-447-0963 or email info@panhandlepioneer.org.
You can learn more about the project online at
www.panhandlepioneer.org.
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