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Florida Artist Blacksmith Association

PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE
Welcome to the
President’s Corner
This month’s message is
more about us and the
endearment each of you show
with your giving attitudes,
actions, and abilities. We all faced one of the largest
hurricanes to ever hit the United States of America, Irma,
and it came through Key West and up the spine of
Florida. This storm was so large that both the east and
west coast were impacted. First, I pray for the safety of
each of you and your families. Second, I pray the impact
each of you suffered is minimal. With this storm, the
authorities have shown leadership in preparation, both
prior and post, which will surely show itself when the
aftermath data is collected.
As you have contact with other following this storm,
try to share with each other the preparations you made
and the preparations you wish you would have made if
you had to go through this again. This form of sharing is a
great tool of learning and we each need to grow through
our personal actions as well as through the actions of
others. This is one the same concepts we should be
exercising with each other as we continue to grow our
abilities within the art of blacksmithing.
Keep in mind that behind each bad event, such as this
Hurricane named Irma, there is normally a large ray of
brightness which provides us with a joyful feeling or
experience which serves to bring happiness back into our
lives. In our case, we have our annual conference in
October and we all should start looking forward to
attending this wonderful meeting to put this hurricane and
its effects behind us.
Continue to be safe in your conduct and stay steadfast
in forcing safety toward others as you engage yourself in
any activity. Try to show safety as you talk safety.
Auction Items? Wad of cash? Check! Check!

Established May 18, 1985

Finally, we recognize the passing of one of our own,
Vi Payton, one of the Charter Members, wife of Clyde
Payton, a pillar of FABA for so many years and a
wonderful woman. See inside for details. She will
missed.

Think Safe and be Safe,
John Boy Watson
I’ll see you in Ocala!

Election Results
President: John Boy Watson
Vice President: Mark Stone
Secretary: Tia Kitchen
Northwest Trustee: Ron Childers
Congratulations and
thank you to our new officers!
Gene Kovacs

Don’t miss FABA’s
Annual Conference
In Ocala Oct. 27-29
(Sign up: www.fabaconference.org)

Venira "Vi" Payton

Vi Payton

August 24, 1937- August 23, 2017

I have had the pleasure
to call Vi Payton my
God wanted his angel back, and so he
friend for over 30 years.
called Vi to heaven, just one day shy of
She and her mother, oh
her 80th birthday. Vi passed away
and Clyde too, were
peacefully at home, surrounded by
some of the first people
family, dear friends, and her Pastor.
John and I met in
Preceding her in death are her parents Gurlyn Cheeks,
FABA.
Virginia Cheeks-Horsley, brother Clarence Cheeks, brother-inAs some of the youngest members the first year FABA
law James Payton, and daughter-in-law BJ Brownlee.
started, we were a bit shy. I remember looking for Vi at the
Surviving members of her family include her husband of 58
meetings with her always bright smile. Vi was always in the
years, Clyde Payton, sons Lee and Bill, daughter-in-law Trish
middle of what was happening. We have gone through many
Pena-Payton, granddaughter Isabella Pena, brother and sister-inchanges in FABA, some that have sparked innovation and
law Alex and Ruby Cheeks of McCalla, Alabama, sister-in-law
others that sparked tempers. Vi was one person that always
Linda Echols-Payton of Houston, Texas, and sister-in-law
thought of the best in people and in changes.
Bobbie Cheeks of Bellflower, California.
After retiring from Special Olympics, Vi volunteered at
Vi never met a stranger. She was a ray of sunshine to all the
Special Olympics. She volunteered at Hospice. She was a
lives she touched. She retired from Special Olympics after 20
member of Eastern Star. She volunteered many hours to FABA
yrs. After retirement, Vi volunteered at Special Olympics and at
and SBA (formerly SERBC) to do their yearly financial audits.
Big Bend Hospice. She was a Worthy Matron of the Order of
She loved our FABA family. Her favorite place at FABA
the Eastern Star, Chapter 119. Her favorite station was Martha.
conference was at the auction item check in table. People would
She was strong in her Christian faith, and a long time member
seek her out for her company and air conditioning. She would
of First Baptist Church of Lloyd.
always stay late to help with auction check out. Clyde would be
A Celebration of Life service will be held at First Baptist
patiently waiting, he knew people needed to spend a moment or
Church of Lloyd, located at 291 Main Street, Lloyd, FL, Sept. 2,
two with Vi.
2017 at 11am, E.S.T. In lieu flowers, the family is requesting
I will miss this lovely lady. I will miss our lunches and
donations to The National Brain Tumor Society @
laughing. I will always miss her bright blue twinkling eyes. Vi
braintumor.org, or Big Bend Hospice of Tallahassee.
is someone that I always admired for kindness and compassion
Published in Tallahassee Democrat on Aug. 30, 2017
for all people. Godspeed dear friend.

Dot Butler

FABA
Annual Conference
October 27-29, 2017
The Ocala Hilton
Ocala, FL
Featuring:

Claudio Bottero
Lisa Johnson
Sam Salvati
Activities:
Master Demos & Classes all Weekend
4 Levels of Blacksmithing Classes
Friday Night Forging Contests
Bronze Forging Demo
Joinery Demo
Mokume Gane Workshop
Benefit Auction
Fabaconference.org/
Start working on your trade-item :
"something floral," for the exchange.
Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA)
is a not-for-profit organization chartered with the State of

Florida and is dedicated to promoting and expanding the
horizons of architectural, artistic and practical blacksmithing while preserving the rich heritage of this craft.
FABA Officers and members assume no responsibility or
liability for injuries or damage caused as a result of the use
of any information, materials, design, techniques, etc.
contained in this newsletter, our website,
http://www.blacksmithing.org, our Facebook Page or
provided at meetings or demonstrations.
Contributions to FABA are tax-deductible to the
extent provided by law. FABA publishes the Florida
Clinker Breaker monthly and FABA membership includes a
subscription. We solicit correspondence and unpaid articles on
any subjects related to FABA’s purposes. Send to:
editor@blacksmithing.org Materials submitted must be your
own work and citations of others must be clearly identified. By
submitting material, you are allowing FABA to edit, print and
post them to FABA’s website. ABANA Chapter newsletters
may reprint non-copyrighted material, if it is credited to the
author and this newsletter. You need the publisher’s
permission to reprint copyrighted material unless otherwise
noted.
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What are you bringing to donate
to the auction?

What about the Gallery?!

Calendar of Events
The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community. The regions have no boundaries - everyone is welcome everywhere. Come
to more than one if you can. We hold regular meetings in each region on the following Saturdays of each month: NE-1st, NW-2nd, SE-3rd, SW-4th
except for quarterly Statewide meetings. The actual dates vary so check the schedule below. Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge.
Prospective members are always welcome. Come for all or any part of a meeting, bring your tools or just watch. Most meetings run from 9 AM to 4 PM
and you’ll want to bring a bag lunch if not otherwise noted. If you have any questions about meetings, please contact the Regional Coordinators:

Northeast Region
Northwest Region
Southeast Region
Southwest Region

Steven Estenson
John Pfund
Shaun Williams
Lelia Tavrides

NE Oct 7, Pioneer Art Settlement
Barberville

SE No Meeting. See you at the
Annual Meeting In Ocala!

352-516-9545
850-528-3280
954-274-4119
239-297-2923

steven@foxwoodforge.com;
johnwpfund@aol.com
chevaliervaliant@yahoo.com
floridablacksmith@gmail.com

NW Oct 14, Mission San Luis,
Tallahassee

SW No Meeting. See you at the
Annual Meeting In Ocala!

Doug Hayes who was asked to make a fork. Doug
has come a long way and his fork went in the buck in
the bucket. That raised $49 with only 31 people
NE - September Meeting
coming out. I think we could do better if people
The Sept 2nd meeting was at Barberville. The
brought in more handmade items. Remember you
morning started early by
get five free tickets when you bring in something
mounting a rubber tire
handmade.
on a wagon wheel with
Heinrich Hole Stepped up and showed one of our
Lester Hollenback. This
new members how to make a Shook, Good job
went much better than
paying it forward.
last time we did it, as the
Our October meeting will be back at Barberville,
wheel went on straight
then the conference in Ocala. November will be
and held together when
Jamboree for the
welded…
Settlement. Many of
our members will be
We all moved back to
working this event but
the blacksmith shop
there is not really a
where I was asked to
meeting planned.
show how the hook forms
I make work. We whipped
up a quick S-hook and
Steve Estenson
then passed the forge to

REGIONAL REPORTS

NW - September Meeting

SW - August
Meeting

The September 9th meeting at Scheese Forge was our
smallest attendance in a long time. With the Hurricane
ready to hit the next day, a lot of people had evacuated or
were busy getting ready for the storm. Only 18 signed in
and $55 collected in the raffle.

New blacksmiths in the
Tampa area requested that we
have a tong-making workshop at
the August 26 Meeting at my
forge in Tampa. About 15
people came to the meeting,
including several new people.

That being said, it was a great meeting! The weather
was nice. Martin and Charlotte’s yard is full of pine trees
and open like a park. Martin did a repair of a post vice for
the demonstration and I noticed Mike Luck helping out a
lot too.

Trez Cole demonstrated making a
simple, versatile set of tongs. He introduced
Martin cooked chicken on the grill and, with the
us to the term “Gription” - “A cross between covered dishes, there was plenty of good food without the
friction and grip.” - Both highly desirable
usual long line to get it. It was a very relaxing and
in a set of tongs.
pleasant way to spend a few hours before the storm hit for
those who could make it. Thanks Martin and Charlotte!
Trez also showed us a
farrier’s trick of starring the
John Pfund
outside of the rivet hole on one rein. When
the rivet is set, only the other rein will be
NW - Upcoming Meetings
able to move on it, providing an extra level
We’ll be meeting October 14th at Mission San
of control.
Luis. We usually don't have a meeting in October, but
with FABA’s Annual Conference being held later in the
Trez demonstrated 2 sets of jaws, one a
month, we're going to have one.
narrow flat jaw with “gription.” And the
other broader and ready to be hot-formed
around the stock of your choice.
NW November 11- At the Blind Hog Forge, 1307
Shady Rest Road, Havana, FL. This will be a joint
After the demonstration, 4 or 5 people used the open
meeting with the Southern Bladesmiths. Bill Greer will
forges and materials available to make their own set of
demonstrate and report on his scholarship training with
tongs. There was a lot of discussion of finding an anvil or Master Bladesmith Tim Potier. Design, forging, grinding,
acceptable substitute
heat treating, and finishing will be discussed.
and building a forge
from available
E. Charlton “Skeeter” Prather Sr. will discuss the
materials.
design and construction of his renowned tool boxes. The
“Skeeter Box” is an adaptation of the old fashioned
Kathy cooked
carpenter’s tool box. It is an excellent way to show off
hamburgers and,
your blacksmithing and woodworking skills while keeping
with the great dishes
your tools together and protected. A dimensioned drawing
people brought, we
will be provided as a handout.
had a feast.
Following the presentations will be an open forge
Plans for a Gas Forge Workshop in September are up session with gas and coal forges available.
in the air with Irma. Look for an email blast.
Lunch will be the traditional (and locally notable)
We will not have a SW October Meeting.
chicken and rice with coleslaw and pickles. Please bring
salads and desserts to share.

See you in Ocala!

John Pfund

David Reddy
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SE - Meetings and Events
Hello everyone and welcome to another Southeast Region
report. I hope that everyone has weathered Irma well and
that you are well on your way to a complete recovery.
Here in the SE Region we have been busy as usual,
spreading the word and building interest in blacksmithing,
metal working and all folk art and craft. We had our
grand opening event for The Guild: Urban Folk Art
Institute, on September 2nd and the event was an amazing
success . Turnout was well over a hundred people and
interest in the folk arts is going strong. Here are some
pictures from the event.
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Grand Opening
The Guild:
Urban Folk Art Institute

SE Report, continued
In addition to the Grand Opening, Sylvia and I have been busy helping coordinate the various moving parts of the
upcoming statewide conference in Ocala in October. We have also been busy planning and growing the educational
activities and events that we will be hosting at the shop.
During the August SE Region monthly meeting, we hosted an atmospheric propane forge building clinic at my shop
(see below). Turnout was excellent and we started building 7 propane forges during the meeting. The plan is to
continue building the forges at the September meeting, however, due to Irma, it is unknown what turnout we will have.
Due to the annual Florida Artist Blacksmith Association statewide conference, the SE Region will not be hosting
an October monthly meeting. We will resume regularly scheduled monthly meetings in November.
Just a reminder, I am administering a Facebook page for the SE Region. I try to post helpful tutorials, vendor
information and other valuable blacksmithing resources. Look us up and request an invite at Florida Artist Blacksmith
Association Southeast Region. I look forward to hearing from all of you.

Shaun Williams

Hard Rock Guitar
California Blacksmith
California Blacksmith Association No. 17-05 September/October 2017

Demonstration piece from The Hard Rock Hammer-In. Hard Rock Guitar. Photographer John Graham

Chapters of ABANA share their newsletters with other ABANA Chapters newsletters and grant them permission
to reprint articles from their newsletter, as long as they give credit to the newsletter and the author. Recently the
Saltfork Craftsmen, of Oklahoma reprinted Tony Fenn’s article “Building a Portable Coal Forge Using a
Charcoal BBQ Grill,” which made me, Tony and Tony’s teacher, Trez Cole, very happy.
When I saw the picture of the “Hard Rock Guitar,” I fell in love, but there was no story attached, just a few pictures.
I contacted Mike Mumford, the editor of the California Blacksmith, to find out more and he sent me high quality
jpgs of the pictures and put me in touch with the leader of the team that built the Hard Rock Guitar, 2014 FABA
Annual Meeting demonstrator, Brett Moten. Brett provided design drawings for the Hard Rock Guitar and the great
background story below.
One of the best thing about being the Clinker Breaker editor is that it gives you the excuse to work with a lot of
very interesting and very nice people. Thank you to Mike Mumford and Brett Moten.

David Reddy
Good morning David,
I hope that you are out of harms way in Florida, scary storm
Irma. We have our fire problems out here in the west...
The "Hard Rock Guitar" was created with a group of smiths that I
had not worked with before much if at all. The hammer heads
were forged by David Lange and Will Perkins, they had just
recently worked with the Brazeal brothers and their hammer
making techniques. Ian Brooks, Dennis Cochran and Jeff
McKillip were there thru the whole project as well. Others aided
in the final minutes of assembly,you know how that goes!
Continued
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Hard Rock Guitar, continued
The guitar is basically a large set of tongs that grip the rock, which is a
Native American artifact that I found along the Truckee River here in
Reno. The strings and frets are SS and the hammer heads are held in
place with a hardwood wedge. The weight was in the 30# range ><.
The sound was in the subsonic range but did play, and everyone
enjoyed playing it!

Thank you,
Brett Moten
Infinity Forge
Rockin’ on the Hard Rock Guitar ~ Hard Rock Hammer In

Florida Artist Blacksmith Association
Jerry Grice Scholarship 2017
This scholarship was established to honor the memory of Jerry Grice, one of our charter members. Its purpose is to
further the craft of blacksmithing and is available to any FABA member in good standing. The award is limited to the
actual cost or $1000, whichever is lesser. It may be used for materials, tuition, lodging and transportation (paid at the
rate of 43.2 cents per mile or the actual cost of public transportation, whichever is lesser).
A letter of application or a detailed email may be submitted provided the applicant answers the following questions:
1. What is your name, address and phone number?
2. How much experience in blacksmithing do you have?
3. How will this instruction help you with your blacksmithing craft?
4. What is the name of the school you wish to attend?
5. What is the name of the course and the name of the instructor teaching the class?
6. What costs will be incurred (tuition, lodging, transportation, etc.)?
Note: By accepting the Jerry Grice Scholarship the applicant agrees to provide a demonstration of skills learned and
write a report of the learning experience, including “how-to” for publication in the Clinker Breaker. The next item is
not required but strongly suggested that an item be made by the new knowledge and be offered for auction at the
Annual meeting.
Completed letters of application or emails should be sent to John Butler, Chair, FABA Scholarship Committee, 777
Tyre Road, Havana, FL 32333 or jgbutler@sprintmail.com.
Deadline for receipt is December 31, 2017. Three finalists will be recommended to the Board. The decision of the
Board shall be final. The successful applicant will be notified.

Safety
Blacksmithing is a dangerous activity. Persons who are
following the best safety practices can and sometimes do get
hurt while blacksmithing. Risks can be greatly reduced
through the exercise of personal responsibility and common
sense. No list of safety rules can adequately cover every
situation.
Every person who attends a meeting, demonstration or event
sponsored by the Florida Artist Blacksmith Association
(FABA) or its members does so at their own risk and assumes
all responsibility for their own safety needs. Children must be
accompanied by an adult.
The FABA organization, its officers, members, demonstrators, volunteers and guests disclaim any
responsibility for any damages, injuries, or destruction of property resulting from the use of any
information or methods published or distributed by FABA in it’s newsletter, The Florida Clinker
Breaker, or it’s website, www.blacksmithing.org, it’s Facebook Pages and YouTube Channel, or
demonstrated at workshops, meetings, conferences or other events.
FABA recommends proper attire and safety gear and standard shop safety procedures appropriate
for blacksmithing and shop work during any event where blacksmithing and other related methods
are involved. Safety attire includes, but is not limited to, appropriate clothing, eyewear, hearing
protection, gloves, and face shields when appropriate. It is every individual’s responsibility to
provide for their own safety, to determine what safety gear is appropriate for each situation and to
provide, maintain and use that gear as appropriate for each individual situation.
Adapted from The Saltfork Craftsmen, September, 2017, by David Reddy

ANNUAL MEETING CHECKLIST
A.
2.
3.
4.
5.
7.

Safety Glasses
Closed Top Shoes
Cotton/non-flammable Clothes
Gloves
Ear Protection
Sun Screen

10.
11.
12.
12 b.
13.
15.

Your Favorite Hammer
75-pounds of must-have tools
That half-finished item that you need
some help with
Folding chair
Bathing Suit

6.
G.
H.
9.
14.

Auction Item(s)
Gallery Item(s)
Buck in the Bucket Item(s)
Trade Item (Floral Theme)
Tailgate Sale Item(s)

1.
1.
1.
1.
1.

Wad of Cash
Master Card
Visa
Gold Ingots
Silver Ingots

By Rusty Hammer

FABA ORAL HISTORY PROJECT
Preserving our history is important. One of the best ways to do that is through oral history. The FABA Oral
History Project is based on The Library of Congress, American Folklife Center’s, Veteran’s History
Project/Story Corps concept http://www.loc.gov/vets/ It’s objective is “to collect, preserve and make
available the personal accounts” of people significant to the history of FABA. This group is far larger than
those who started FABA. It includes all those who have dedicated themselves to building and maintaining
the group as well. To see the interviews that have already been done, go to FABA’s YouTube Channel.
The easy way to get there is to search on “Florida Artist Blacksmith”
Participation is simple. If you built a blacksmith shop or coordinated a region, served as an officer or
volunteered as a blacksmith, sit down and record a 30-40 minute conversation about your experience.
Interviewers may be from FABA or family members or friends.
If you have any questions or would like to schedule an interview at FABA’s Annual Meeting, please contact
me at 813-406-3743 or editor@blacksmithing.org

David Reddy

Dr. Charlton
“Skeeter” Prather

Juan Holbrook
Pete & Mary Brandenberg

Clyde Payton
FABA Founder Willard Smith
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FABA Officers
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Program Chair
Past President
Trustee NE
Trustee NW
Trustee SE
Trustee SW
Editor

John Watson
Billy Christie
Kirk Sullens
Gene Kovacs
Sylvia Andrassy
Jerry Wolfe
Doug Hayes
Ron Childers
Ralph Nettles
Allen Branch
David Reddy

850-421-8005
850-421-1386
352-357-7221
850-539-2345
561-757-1337
941-355-5615
910-330-7601
850-556-8403
561-906-2827
863-235-0033
813-875-2098

Circlejbar3@gmail.com
billychristie47@icloud.com
treasurer@blacksmithing.org
gbkovacs@bellsouth.net
Sylvia.Andrassy@gmail.com
wolfeforge@hotmail.com
djhayes29@hotmail.com
Ron@munlaw.net
ralphnettles@msn.com
branchforge@comcast.net
editor@blacksmithing.org

WebMaster

Michael Kummer

941-345-5745

web@blacksmithing.org

FABA Membership Application:

Membership begins when your application and $25 membership fee is received.
Membership is per family and lasts one year. Use your credit card to join or renew your FABA Membership via Paypal by going
to: blacksmithing.org/membership/join/ and clicking through the Paypal button. You do not need to have a Paypal account to
use this feature. OR send the below application and your check to “FABA” for $25 to: Kirk Sullens
Name _______________________________________________________
Family Members ______________________________________________

FABA Treasurer
18848 US Hwy 441, #180
Mount Dora, FL 32757

Address _______________________________________________ City ________________________ ST ____ Zip _________
Phone ___________________ Cell ____________________ Email ________________________________________________
Date ____________ New ____ Renewal ____ I want B&W Newsletter by Mail ____

OR Color Newsletter by Email____

Any fees incurred by returned checks will be passed back to the member.

