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be held for the position. I know that Kirk will do a great
job in this demanding role.
One of our newer members, Kieran Fry of
Tallahassee was the winner of the Jerry Grice
Scholarship. Although Kieran doesn’t have a lot of
Welcome to the
experience, he has a good plan to use the blacksmithing
President’s Corner
skills he will learn in his training and he chose a strong
teacher, FABA’s own Leslie Tharp of Gainesville. His
This year is already moving letter in this Clinker Breaker shows that you don’t have to
at a very fast pace with
be an advanced blacksmith to get a scholarship, just a
blacksmithing activities
blacksmith with a need to grow and a good plan to build
throughout the states of Georgia and Florida. We are busy your skills.
with the Northeast and Northwest joint regional meeting
If you see a new face at a meeting please introduce
at Dudley Farm in Newberry, Florida, on March 25. In
yourself and have conversation because you never know
addition to this activity, the Southern Blacksmith
who will be attending from want-to-be to expert.
Association meeting, which is held in Madison Georgia in
May, is in full swing. (The attendance application for the
Think Safe and be Safe,
SBA meeting is included in this edition of the Clinker
John Boy Watson
Breaker.)
These meetings are education based and fellowship
based. It is through this format that each of us is enriched
with skill set advancements along with networking
connections. They are also an opportunity too good to
miss. Each of us needs to support them by attending and
taking an active part.
We are excited to announce our 2017 membership
We are bringing in high level demonstrators for each
campaign drive and would like to ask for your help in
of these meeting. In addition to each of these blacksmiths
spreading the news. As a gift to a first time member we
possessing a very high level skill set, they are also able to
will award (while supplies last) a copy of Francis
impart instructional information in a very digestible
Whitaker's book, My Life as an Artist Blacksmith.
format. We are trying to provide the educational expertise
ABANA is widely recognized as the preeminent
for each of us to grow in this trade. This is why the Board
organization of blacksmithing in the world. Visit us
spends so much time in preparing these productions to
online at www.abana.org and like us on Facebook and
insure that Florida Artist Blacksmith Association is one of
Twitter. You may join ABANA or renew your
the best blacksmith organizations in the United States, if
membership by following this link:
not the best. This is why we need you to attend these
activities, because they are for you.
https://www.abana.org/membership/index.shtml
Our Treasurer, Leilani Aletras, resigned due to job
Thanks for your support.
and family obligations. Thank you Leilani, for all your
work! Kirk Sullens volunteered to take over the office of
Eddie Rainey
Treasurer and he was gratefully approved by a Board vote
as a non-voting officer until such time as an election can
ABANA President

PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE

DO NOT FORGET YOUR SAFETY GLASSES!

Gerald (Jerry) Griffin

Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA)
is a not-for-profit organization chartered with the State of

Florida and is dedicated to promoting and expanding the
horizons of architectural, artistic and practical
blacksmithing while preserving the rich heritage of this
craft. FABA Officers and members assume no
responsibility or liability for injuries or damage caused as a
result of the use of any information, materials, design,
techniques, etc. contained in this newsletter, our website,
http://www.blacksmithing.org, our Facebook Page or
provided at meetings or demonstrations.
Contributions to FABA are tax-deductible to the extent
provided by law. FABA publishes the Florida Clinker

Leesburg Daily Commercial

July 9, 1951 - September 2, 2014
Jerry was a Former FABA
member who died a couple of
years ago. Several FABA
members attended an Estate Sale
in St. Petersburg on Feb 10 of the
“collection” of Jerry Griffin. It
was quite a crowd trying to get
some of Jerry’s collection of
blacksmith tools, guns, knives and
many other collectable items. Jerry had been active over
the past 30 plus years with FABA and his widow
Madonna talked fondly of the times spent at Barberville’s
Pioneer Village. Jerry took classes from Walt Anderson
and other smiths and was good friends with Lewis
Riggleman. Jerry worked at the Honeywell plant in St
Petersburg area. He is survived by wife Madonna.
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Calendar of Events
The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community. The regions have no boundaries - everyone is welcome everywhere. Come
to more than one if you can. We hold regular meetings in each region on the following Saturdays of each month: NE-1st, NW-2nd, SE-3rd, SW-4th
except for quarterly Statewide meetings. The actual dates vary so check the schedule below. Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge.
Prospective members are always welcome. Come for all or any part of a meeting, bring your tools or just watch. Most meetings run from 9 AM to 4 PM
and you’ll want to bring a bag lunch if not otherwise noted. If you have any questions about meetings, please contact the Regional Coordinators:

Northeast Region
Northwest Region
Southeast Region
Southwest Region

Steven Estenson
John Pfund
Shaun Williams
Lelia Tavrides

352-516-9545
850-528-3280
954-274-4119
239-297-2923

steven@foxwoodforge.com;
johnwpfund@aol.com
chevaliervaliant@yahoo.com
lelia@leliatavrides.com

NE & NW Combined Statewide Meeting
Dudley Farm Historic State Park
Newberry
March 25

I-75

SW See You at
The Dudley
Farm!

Dudley
Farm
X

Newberry

W 170th St

Gainesville
SR 26
Newberry Rd.

I-75
NE Mar 4 Pioneer Settlement for the
Creative Arts, Barberville

SE Mar 18 Tanah
Keeta Boy Scout
Camp, Jupiter,
10 am to 3 pm

REGIONAL REPORTS
NE - .February Meeting
February 4th at Foxwood Forge we had a perfect day and
a great turnout, 37 people signed in and the buck in the
bucket raised $145.00. I did the demo at the forge. The
demo was key fobs. I made a leaf from 1/2” square bar
and a key keeper from 3/4” x 3/16.” the key keeper is a
face that always knows right
where your keys are. The demo
showed tooling and methods to
form and shape. Dina made chili
and her famous corn chowder.
This was cleaned out by the
hungry crowd.
We had a few new
visitors and many of our
regular members. John
Pfund made the trip down
from Tallahassee and
helped Jerry Wolf, Kirk
Sullens, and Doug Hayes
work out some of the
details for our meeting at
the Dudley Farm March 25th.
Meeting information: Our plans for March are back at
Barberville for the 1st Saturday March 4th where we
finally get to see Ben Rogers do the Harley Chain weld up
for a Knife.
Then March 25th will be the regional meeting at the
Dudley Farm.
Kirk Sullens will be hosting a meeting at his shop April
1st details will be available for the next issue.

We had 64 sign in with a passel of kids. Iron in the
hat was $231 and Watson's fire poker set went for $55 and
the bulldog sold for $25 for a grand total of $311.

Ron and Roger
Meeting information: In March we're not having a
regular meeting on the second Saturday because we're
sharing a joint meeting with the NE region on the 25th at
Dudley Farm. However I am going to host a Charcoal
Burn and Aluminum Pour at my welding shop on that
Saturday the 11th. This will run from 9:00 am to mid
afternoon, like a regular meeting, but won't include a
meal or raffle.
In April we will be meeting in Blountstown at the
Panhandle Pioneer Settlement on the 8th. Dan Clawson
will be giving us a hammer making demonstration based
on his recent scholarship experience.
For the meal, l'm asking everyone to bring a pot luck
or covered dish type item and we'll hope for the best. I'll
be sure to bring tea and other beverages. Don't forget to
bring something for the Iron in the Hat!
In May we'll be meeting at Mike Luck's on the
13th. The weekend after that is the conference in
Madison, so it's gonna be a busy month. Speaking of
being busy, the next few months (June, July, August and
September) are not so busy, and I might be able to bring in
new meeting places or demonstrators. So let me know if
you want to host a meeting or give a demonstration and
I'll see what I can do!

John Pfund

SE - March Meeting

Hello again everyone and thank you for joining us for
another monthly Southeast Region report. As I write this
report, we are coming down the home stretch to the
Steve Estenson
Southeast Region Statewide Conference, Friday Feb. 17
through Sunday the 19th. This event is the culmination of
NW - January Meeting
several months of tremendous effort to organize and host
The January meeting of the NW region was held at Bob
the largest regional conference so far. With the help of a
Stott's shop in Bainbridge, Ga. John Watson demongreat gang of SE Region Volunteers and the wonderful
strated making a fireplace set consisting of a shovel, fire
staff at The Armory Art Center, we hope to pull of
rake, and poker. After the fireplace set, he made a
something that has never been done by a FABA region, a
bulldog. Karen Berkley assisted John with fire control.
While John was demonstrating, T. Paul McGowan and conference on this scale, rivaling the Statewide conference
in content and attendance. See
James Peterman were assisting some new members
http://www.blacksmithevents.com/ for more.
making knives.
I hope everyone can come visit these events, thanks,

After the demonstration we had lunch, mostly
provided by Bob and Ivey Stott, with some covered dishes Upcoming events:
March Southeast Region meeting will be held at
brought by members. Some of the memorable dishes
were a venison roast by Bob, chicken and dumplins, chili, Tanah Keeta Boy Scout Reservation on Saturday,
March 18th from 10 am to 3 pm.
bean soup, and gumbo. It was a great feast.

Pompano Beach, Old Town Untapped: Dark Angel
Armory & Forge and the SE Region will demonstrate on
Friday, March 2nd, from 6 pm to 10 pm. Due to limited
space, please let me know if you plan to join us.
Just a reminder, I am administering a Facebook page
for the SE Region. I try to post helpful tutorials, vendor
information and other valuable blacksmithing resources.
Look us up and request an invite at Florida Artist
Blacksmith Association Southeast Region. I look forward
to hearing from all of you.

Shaun Williams
Upcoming SE classes:
Introduction to Knife Making at The Armory Art Center.
Two day class, March 4th and 5th, from 11 to 5. Learn
how to forge a full tang or Viking style bushcraft knife
including basic metallurgy of high carbon steels, grinding,
polishing and heat treating. See armoryart.org for
information and registration.
Introduction to Artistic Welding: Dark Angel Armory &
Forge, Saturday, March 25th from 12 to 5. Learn how to
cut steel using an oxy-acetylene torch, learn how to safely
grind steel to fit and learn the basics of welding using a
One “record accomplishment”
MIG flux core wire welder. See darkangelarmory.com for
was
to create a “forge weld” in four
information and registration.
minutes from cold forge to actual
weld. Let’s see other smiths try this
Introduction to Armor Making: Dark Angel Armory &
feat.
Forge, April 22-23, from 12 to 5. Students will have the
The nice group attending
option to purchase from four different medieval helmet
enjoyed a pot-luck lunch. Two new
patterns in two different gauges of steel. Students will
attendees joined FABA; Tommy
spend the first day shaping the pieces of their helmet and
Massey from Lake Wales and Harry
punching the holes for rivets. The second day will be
Gray from Lakeland. Welcome!
spent assembling the helmet and final polishing. See
darkangelarmory.com for information and registration.

SW – January Meeting
The SW January Meeting was
held on the 28th at Steve
Berglund’s forge in Winter
Haven.
Demonstrations were done
by Steve including making
Damascus knives from a chain
saw chain and from a steel
cable and a RR spike knife
with a pineapple twist.
Steve also showed
techniques to make “rushes”
for sculptures he has created.
Special tools in his power hammer and treadle hammer
were used for the demonstrations.

Reporter Jerry Wolfe
Upcoming Meetings:
Our SW February 25 meeting will be at Jerry and
Mary Standifer’s in Palmetto.
Our normal SW March meeting date, March 25th, is
the date of the Combined NE/NW Regional Meeting at
the Dudley Farm Historic Site in Newberry. Although
the SW is not exactly a sponsor, Jerry Wolfe led the effort
to set up the meeting and we haven’t set up a regular
meeting for that date. I’m going to Newberry, how about
you?

David Reddy

March 25th
Dudley Farm Historic State Park
NE & NW Combined
Quarterly Statewide Meeting
We are very excited to have a “world famous” demonstrator come to Florida for our Quarterly
Statewide meeting to be held at Dudley Farm Historic State Park in Newberry (west of Gainesville).
Fred Crist from Waynesboro VA will be demonstrating “traditional ornamental blacksmithing” as
well as sculpture. Fred graduated Philadelphia College of Art (University of Art) in 1974 with a
BFA in sculpture. He worked at Samuel Yellin Metalworkers in Philadelphia as well as other
renowned shops such as Rose Industries in Cleveland, OH.
Fred has done many sculpture commissions, including work at Franz Bader Gallery and American
University of Art Museum in Washington DC; Richmond Times Building and Norfolk Academy in
Richmond / Norfolk VA. Fred has taught at Peters Valley Center, Touchstone Center and Center for
Metal Arts. In 2013 Fred created a sculpture for the Ivano-Franvisk Festival in Ukraine.
Fred will be showing many of his skills as well as “utilizing a striker” to assist and using a power
hammer; so you do not want to miss out on learning from one of our modern day “masters”.
Agenda:
Morning Demonstration 9AM to Noon
Raffle - Bring many items to make a successful “iron in the hat”
Afternoon Demonstration 1pm to 4PM.
Lunch will be “John Boy’s BBQ” for the first 100 or so folks, so get “signed in” early to get
your meal ticket. Also bring a covered dish to share if you are able.
Attendance:
If you plan to attend, please go to FABA’s Facebook page and “register” so we can have an
idea of how many will attend.
If you are available for setup on Friday afternoon, please let Kirk Sullens know.

Forging Colonial Ironwork
Master blacksmith Jerry Darnell’s book
Forging Colonial Ironwork is a compilation of over
22 years of teaching notes at the John C. Campbell Folk
School and various conferences throughout the US.
It has about 120 pages both sides, divided into 4
chapters Colonial Lighting, 18th Century Hearth
Equipment, Early American Hardware and Hooks and
Hangers. There is a mix of projects from simple to
advanced.

Master blacksmith Jerry Darnell
has completed his third book!
Forging Colonial Ironwork III
It is in the same format as Book I and Book II,
with some very challenging and unique projects.

Contact Information:
Jerry Darnell
Mill Creek Forge
4512 Busbee Road
Seagrove, NC 27341

Email: forge_on@rtmc.net
Website: www.millcreekforge.com
Phone
(910) 464-3888 (Shop)
(910) 464-2636 (House)
Mail a check or call to order by Visa/MC

Forging Colonial Ironwork II
This book is the same format as the first and third books
but has 65 completely new projects!

These three books are all the same price
$20. plus 6.75% tax
and $10.00 for shipping and handling.

Florida Artist Blacksmith Association
Walt Anderson Scholarship 2017
This scholarship was established to honor the memory of Walt Anderson, one of our
charter members. Its purpose is to further the craft of blacksmithing and it is available
to any FABA member in good standing. The award is limited to the actual cost or
$1000, whichever is lesser. It may be used for materials, tuition, lodging and
transportation (paid at the rate of 43.2 cents per mile or the actual cost of public
transportation, whichever is lesser).
A letter of application or a detailed email may be submitted provided the applicant answers the following questions:
1. What is your name, address and phone number?
2. How much experience in blacksmithing do you have?
3. How will this instruction help you with your blacksmithing craft?
4. What is the name of the school you wish to attend?
5. What is the name of the course and the name of the instructor teaching the class?
6. What costs will be incurred (tuition, lodging, transportation, etc.)?
Note: By accepting the Walt Anderson Scholarship the applicant agrees to provide a demonstration of skills learned
and write a report of the learning experience, including “how-to” for publication in the Clinker Breaker. The next
item is not required but strongly suggested that an article made by the new knowledge be offered for auction at the
Annual meeting.
Completed letters of application or emails should be sent to John Butler, Chair, FABA Scholarship Committee, 777
Tyre Road, Havana, FL 32333 or jgbutler@sprintmail.com.
Deadline for receipt is June 30, 2017. Three finalists will be recommended to the Board. The decision of the Board
shall be final. The successful applicant will be notified.

Editor’s Note: Who is a “typical” scholarship applicant?
FABA’s scholarships are an excellent way to jump-start your career as a blacksmith. A period of intensive training
can be very helpful for even the most accomplished smiths. Listen to the interviews with FABA’s founders and
long-term smiths (https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCVgTRwi-7SQoWoXiCzQ52LA) and a recurrent theme is
that you never stop learning, never stop honing your craft.
As you can imagine, over the years some pretty accomplished people have gotten FABA Scholarships, but you may
not realize that a lot of people in the early stages of their blacksmithing career have also been given scholarships. I
don’t claim to know the thought processes of other people, but I think what most impresses Board members is the
applicant’s plan to incorporate or expand blacksmithing in their lives and the reasonable expectation that the
training they are requesting will materially aid in achieving that aim.
The important thing to realize for the new or less advanced smith is that the Board is very open to helping you
achieve your goal of becoming a better blacksmith. Kieran Fry, our latest recipient of the Jerry Grice Scholarship,
very kindly gave me permission to print the letter he sent to accompany his application. He’s very candid about
how much background he has in blacksmithing, but also very clear on what he wants to do and how the scholarship
can help him. It doesn’t hurt that he wants to learn from Leslie Tharp, a previous FABA Scholarship recipient.

David Reddy

The 18th Bi-Annual
2017
Southeastern Blacksmith Association (SBA) Conference
Madison, GA
The 18th bi-annual 2017 Southeastern Blacksmith Association (SBA) Conference will be held
at the Lion’s Club Fair Grounds in Madison, Georgia, Thursday May 18th through Sunday
May 21st, 2017.
Our 2017 demonstrator lineup is outstanding! Come see Zeevik Gottlieb, Sheldon Browder,
Gordon Williams, and Michael Saari!
Other conference events include Green Coal and Cold Coal classes, family programs, the
Local Talent Forge, Iron in the Hat, forge and tool box raffles, a variety of vendors, our
Friday night Banquet, Auction, and Forging Competition – plus other surprise events along
the way! Camping is encouraged, and plenty of amenities are provided just a stone’s throw
away in Madison, Georgia.
The Philip Simmons Artist Blacksmith Guild is hosting this four-day homecoming event.
The 2017 theme was chosen in celebration of Philip Simmons.
Day passes will be available this year - on sale at 11 am on Friday & Saturday. Or bring the
whole family for the whole weekend for one low price!

st
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THE COST OF THE CONFERENCE WILL BE $65 AFTER MAY 1ST
OR IF YOU REGISTER AT THE DOOR - SO REGISTER EARLY
AND SAVE $10!

Signature _________________________________ Exp date _________

MC or Visa # ______________________________ VCode _________

Judd Clem, 111 Yorkshire Drive, Athens, AL 35613
(256) 232-2645 or email at clem.judd@att.net

Southern Blacksmith Association

Please Send This Form With Your Check Or Money Order Payable To:

Total Amount Enclosed: ______________________________________

____ Adults, Age 18 and Up ____ Youth, Age 17 and Under

How Many Banquet Meals:

Family Registration for the Conference – Postmarked by May 1 :
Includes Admission to the Whole Conference for You and Your
Family $55.00
Late Fee: If you register after May 1st, add $10.00.
Register & Pay for Friday’s All You Can Eat Seafood Banquet:
$20 a Person Ages 18 and Up / $10 Ages 17 and Under

PRICING ($55 in advance - $65 at the gate)

Name for Name Tag: _______________________________________

Name for Name Tag: _______________________________________

Phone:(____)_____-_______E-mail: ____________________________

Address: __________________________________________________

Spouse/ Children: __________________________________________

N ame: ___________________________________________________

REGISTRATION FORM

2017 SBA CONFERENCE (May 18th‑‑21st)

Classes are available on a first come first serve basis. The class fee
includes any initial materials fees and is payable in advance and
is non-refundable.
If you cannot register online, contact Clair Guy at
(706) 206-2449 to reserve a class and submit payment.
Register now to guarantee a space. You may register at the
conference if space is still available

Class registration and full class descriptions will be available
online on the conference website – at
http:/ / www.sbaconference.org/ classes.html

REGISTRATION FOR EXTENDED LEARNING CLASSES
(A.K.A. FAMILY PROGRAMS)

________________________________________________________________________ Your Spouse’s Signature

___________________________________________________________________________________ Your Signature

ACKNOWLEDGMENT, NOTICE AND RELEASE
THE UNDERSIGNED does hereby, for himself, his heirs, executors and administrators
acknowledge that BLACKSMITHING activities are inherently dangerous, due to the very
nature of hot metal, hot sparks, sharp objects, machinery and other activities. The use of
safety glasses, long sleeved cotton or wool shirts and long cotton pants and leather high
topped boots are recommended, in addition to any other safety devises available, as
well as not going behind barriers and keeping a safe distance from all activities.
WARNING:
I wish to participate in these activities knowing they can be dangerous. I accept and
assume all the risks of injury (including death) to property and me. Should any person
listed below require medical assistance for any reason during this activity and not be in
a position to obtain, request or authorize such treatment at the time, such person hereby
authorizes the Activity Sponsors to obtain such medical treatment or emergency care as
they may deem necessary or desirable and such person agrees to hold the Activity
Sponsors harmless with regard to any such emergency care or the expenses arising
therefrom. The Activity Sponsors do not condone the drinking of alcohol or taking of
drugs at Activities. If you are taking any drugs or medications that might affect your
ability to participate in this Activity or are otherwise do not have the experience,
knowledge or ability to participate in this Activity please do not participate. If your
group includes a minor child, a parent or legal guardian must sign this
Acknowledgment, Notice and Release for each minor child and the minor’s name must
be printed next to the parent or guardian’s name.
In case of emergency please notify:
Name: __________________________________
Telephone (_____)___________________
Acknowledged and agreed to this _____ day of ___________, 2017.
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FABA Officers
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Program Chair
Past President
Trustee NE
Trustee NW
Trustee SE
Trustee SW
Editor

John Watson
Billy Christie
Kirk Sullens
Gene Kovacs
Sylvia Andrassy
Jerry Wolfe
Doug Hayes
Ron Childers
Ralph Nettles
Allen Branch
David Reddy

850-421-8005
850-421-1386
417-861-2482
850-539-2345
561-757-1337
941-355-5615
910-330-7601
850-556-8403
561-906-2827
863-235-0033
813-875-2098

Circlejbar3@gmail.com
chriswoodforge@embarqmail.com
treasurer@blacksmithing.org
gbkovacs@bellsouth.net
Sylvia.Andrassy@gmail.com
wolfeforge@hotmail.com
djhayes29@hotmail.com
Ron@munlaw.net
ralphnettles@msn.com
branchforge@comcast.net
editor@blacksmithing.org

WebMaster

Michael Kummer

941-345-5745

web@blacksmithing.org

FABA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Florida Artist Blacksmith Association, Inc.
Date __________ New____ Renewal ____

Name_________________________________ __
Spouse’ Name ____________________________
Address__________________________________
_____________________________________ ____
City
State
Zip
Phone:________________________________
E-Mail__________________________________________
Color newsletter by PDF______? Or B&W printed_____?

Credit Card Visa__ MC__ Discover__

#________________________________________
V code_____ Exp Date___________
Signature______________________________
Your FABA membership begins when your application and
membership fee is received. Membership is per family and
lasts one year. Send $25.00 fee and application to:
Kirk Sullens, FABA Treasurer
18848 US Hwy 441, #180
Mt. Dora, FL 32757

Any fees incurred by returned checks will be passed back to the member.

