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Florida Artist Blacksmith Association

PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE
Welcome to the
President’s Corner
This is the season of giving
and I thought this would be a
great subject for each of us to
ponder. One of my big points
of giving is to give of yourself and say “thank you”. First,
and most important, is a thank you to each of you
members of this great organization. This organization
would not be what it has become without each of you
who support or mission and goals.
The second line of thank you is extended to all the
Board Members, Regional Coordinators, and other special
appointees. All of these individuals, along with their
families, give of their time, talent, and knowledge to help
manage this organization and make it one of the leading
Blacksmith organizations in this wonderful county or
ours. I encourage you to express your thanks to these
individuals, along with their family members, for their
countless hours of devotion to the furtherance of our
commitment in passing on this trade. Keep in mind that
this is a voluntary mission each of the aforementioned
individuals commit themselves to and the only pay each
of them receives is support provided by each of you.

Established May 18, 1985

As we close the year of 2016 there are so many great
memories associated with the Florida Artist Blacksmith
Association. The last thing I would like to do is wish each
of you a safe and wonderful holiday season.

Think Safe and be Safe,
John Boy Watson

Hello Everyone ,
For those of you who don’t
know me, my name is Sylvia
Andrassy. Some of you may
remember me for my distinctive
accent, while translating for master
blacksmith Zsolt Keki at the last
conference.
I have been a FABA member
for three years, and I am honored
and humbled that I have been given the tremendous
responsibility and privilege of being your Florida Artist
Blacksmith Association Program Chair.
I spent the past year working diligently with Kirk
Sullens and Helen Donnell learning the ropes and now I
am ready to pick up the torch and start planning for next
year’s Annual Conference.

As a stepping stone in that direction, I am
The third line of thank you is extended to each of you currently helping the Southeast Region plan
for our Regional Conference at The Armory
who educate by demonstrating blacksmithing. Our
demonstrations at the regional level meetings and special Art Center in West Palm Beach, February 17th
events inspire and excite people to become members of
through the 19th (See Pg. 8).
this Great Organization.
The giving of individuals in this organization is awe
inspiring. The giving is of time, knowledge, and in-kind
produced items. To each of you who give I say
THANK YOU.

I would like to personally extend a warm invitation to
all our membership to what we hope will be an enriching
and education event! I am excited to hear some input,
advice and ideas from all of you regarding our upcoming
events.

The deadline to apply for the Jerry Grice Scholarship is December 31!

Statewide Quarterly Meeting
– March 25, 2017

Dudley Farm Historic State Park
Newberry
Our demonstrator will be FRED CRIST from Virginia. Fred
has many blacksmith talents including traditional and
sculptural. There will be a full day of activities, so plan your
schedule accordingly. There are many motels as well as camping
in the area. More information will be available soon. A small
group from NW and NE will be planning this “statewide
meeting.”

Jerry Wolfe
I-75
Dudley
Farm
X

Newberry

W 170th St

Gainesville

SR 26
Newberry Rd.

I-75
Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA)
is a not-for-profit organization chartered with the State of

Florida and is dedicated to promoting and expanding the
horizons of architectural, artistic and practical
blacksmithing while preserving the rich heritage of this
craft. FABA Officers and members assume no
responsibility or liability for injuries or damage caused as a
result of the use of any information, materials, design,
techniques, etc. contained in this newsletter, our website,
http://www.blacksmithing.org, our Facebook Page or
provided at meetings or demonstrations.
Contributions to FABA are tax-deductible to the extent
provided by law. FABA publishes the Florida Clinker
Breaker monthly and FABA membership includes a
subscription. We solicit correspondence and unpaid articles on
any subjects related to FABA’s purposes. Send to:
editor@blacksmithing.org Materials submitted must be your
own work and citations of others must be clearly identified. By
submitting material, you are allowing FABA to edit, print and
post them to FABA’s website. ABANA Chapter newsletters
may reprint non-copyrighted material, if it is credited to the
author and this newsletter. You need the publisher’s permission
to reprint copyrighted material unless otherwise noted.
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Calendar of Events
The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community. The regions have no boundaries - everyone is welcome everywhere. Come
to more than one if you can. We hold regular meetings in each region on the following Saturdays of each month: NE-1st, NW-2nd, SE-3rd, SW-4th
except for quarterly Statewide meetings. The actual dates vary so check the schedule below. Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge.
Prospective members are always welcome. Come for all or any part of a meeting, bring your tools or just watch. Most meetings run from 9 AM to 4 PM
and you’ll want to bring a bag lunch if not otherwise noted. If you have any questions about meetings, please contact the Regional Coordinators:

Northeast Region
Northwest Region
Southeast Region
Southwest Region

Steven Estenson
John Pfund
Shaun Williams
Lelia Tavrides

352-516-9545
850-528-3280
954-274-4119
239-297-2923

NE Jan 7 Pioneer Settlement for the
Creative Arts, Barberville

steven@foxwoodforge.com;
johnwpfund@aol.com
chevaliervaliant@yahoo.com
lelia@leliatavrides.com

NW Jan 14 Bob Stott’s Forge, Day Dr.,
Bainbridge, GA, 39817 Ph229 515 0383
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REGIONAL REPORTS
SW - Christmas Meeting

Wade Chappell demonstrated making a spoon. After
hammering out the blank on the anvil, he shaped the
spoon bowl on a wooden form.

The SW met at Jerry Wolfe’s Forge on Dec 3 for a
combined November/December meeting. We had a
turnout of about 20 people on a beautiful cool day.

Jerry Standifer demonstrated
making a snowflake that came out
very nicely - the finicky part was the
band saw cutting that he did at home!
The more you blacksmith, the more
time you spend on prep and finishing.

By popular request, Jerry
Wolfe demonstrated using the
hydraulic press. His 20-ton
hydraulic press was the first
press made by swordmaker
Jeffrey Robinson. While the
press works, Jeffrey has built a
new press that is more robust
in its framework.

Jerry also brought along two nice
hold-downs that he welded from
Lelia Tavrides, the new
railroad spikes. Although they started
SW Regional Coordinator,
out the same, Jerry washed the holdGot right to work and recruited Steve Berglund to host
down on the right in hot water so it
the January SW meeting and Jerry and Mary Standifer to
would be useful for smaller jobs.
host the February meeting.

David Reddy
Jerry Wolfe demonstrated a
number of forms of riveting. With steel rivets, you do hot
riveting, but with softer metals such as bronze and
NE - January and February
copper, you can rivet cold. These metals harden with
The January meeting will be the 7th at Barberville.
working. With hot riveting, a propane or oxy-acetylene
We will have open forges and walk, up demos.
torch allows you to localize the heat on the rivet to get it
The February meeting will be at my shop, Foxwood
hot enough for easy shaping.
Forge, the 4th, working on a demo for that.
Have a great day,
Steve Estenson

Hello Northeast Region,
I am Doug Hayes, your new trustee for the Northeast
Region. I live about halfway between St. Augustine and
Jacksonville and have been a member of FABA since
2012. I hit my first piece of hot iron by poaching on the
blacksmith shop at a Boy Scout camp my son was
attending in 2009, but didn't get my first forge until I
attended my first FABA conference in 2012.

Since then I have gradually worked
on my skills and knowledge and have
mostly worked with the Boy Scout
program, providing a blacksmith
experience to Cub Scouts and Boy Scouts
in North Florida.
Most recently, with the assistance of
a BSA grant and local donations, I have
built a smithy at the BSA Summer Camp
(near Gainesville) for their scouting
programs and set up their merit badge program for the
metalwork/blacksmith program.
I have been working with Kirk Sullens on introducing new
folks to FABA and forging and look forward to doing more as
the NE Trustee.
Personally I am a Navy spouse, following my wife around
the world for the last 20+ years and have introduced all three of
my offspring to the pleasure of blacksmithing. Although the
boys are competent and have helped me with the scout camps,
my daughter, Samantha is the one who fell victim to the
addiction of the craft and her summer job this coming year will
be running the blacksmith program at the BSA summer camp.
I look forward to meeting more of the folks in the NE and
am available for any questions or concerns or ideas on programs
or activities up here in the top right corner of the state.

Doug Hayes

The January meeting will be
held at Bob Stott’s in Bainbridge. This
will be Jan.14 and will be a joint
meeting with the Southern Bladesmiths
Association.
Bob is going to have open forges, so
come prepared to work on a project or
give us a demonstration. Bob and Ivey
will have a couple of main dishes and we should bring side
dishes and desserts.
Bob asks for us to bring a knife to get in on the Dirty
Santa Knife Swap. Also we are invited to bring items for
tailgate sales, and don't forget to bring something for the
Iron in the hat raffle.
I'm looking forward to it, hope to see you there.
The February meeting will be held at Juan
Holbrook's in Gainesville on the eleventh. Juan will
provide us with a meal and a demonstration. We should
bring sides or desserts, items for tailgate sales and
something for the Iron in the Hat. Hope to see you there.
John Pfund.

John Pfund

SE - November Meeting

NW - December Meeting
The NW region December
meeting was held at Rex Anderson's
shop in Monticello. The program
was hands-on participation in
making tongs.
John Pfund coordinated the
efforts and provided blanks for
making the tongs. These blanks were
about 50% complete with the bits
welded on to the reins and the two parts riveted together.
14 people participated including Jim Croft, Bob Goodhope, Chris Belden, Larry & Marlene Plympton, David
Dalton, Craig Hines, Hannah & David
Tillman, Chris Jones, Karen Berkley,
Melody Russell, Anne Wild, & Bill Greer.
The jaws were first heated and twisted
90 degrees and then formed using various
jigs. Every participant went home with a
completed set of tongs. John sold several
sets of blanks for
members to take home
and finish as they like. The iron in the
hat drawing netted $185. We had over 45
people in attendance. Rex cooked
Boston butts and several side dishes
completed a fine meal.

Our November
meeting was another
productive day
teaching Boy Scouts
the metalworking
merit badge.
We had a great
volunteer turnout from
FABA SE region!!
Thanks for all your
hard work Shaun Williams, Morgan Lee,William
Kahl,Ralph Nettles,Joseph Balestena,Peter Hill, Ben &
Barbara Levy, Wyatt McDaniel,
February 17-19, in cooperation with the Armory
Art Center, we’ll be hosting our first ever Fire & Forge
Blacksmithing Conference in West Palm Beach. We are
planning an amazing entertaining and instructional multimedia event featuring several world class blacksmiths,
including our very own Kirk Sullens, Dennis Dusek from
the California Blacksmiths Association and knife maker
LeRoi Price and artists from a variety of mediums
including glass, ceramics and wood. Attendance will be
limited to 150 people per day and the event will be open to
the public, so please register early. For complete event
details, see the flier on Pg 8. For information and to
register go to blacksmithevents.com

Ron and Roger
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Shaun Williams

7-Day Challenge
Peter Hill

Recently, a number of FABA blacksmiths have
participated in a “7-Day Challenge” on Facebook, each
day posting pictures of different items they have
produced. This “mini-retrospective” of their work seems
tailor-made for a Clinker Breaker Gallery. Peter Hill is a
West Palm Beach bladesmith/blacksmith who is active
with the SE Region. Whether or not you have
participated in the Challenge, I welcome your pictures.

The Editor
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7-Day Challenge
Peter Hill

Blacksmithing Kickstarter

JUMP BLOCK FOR SALE

This Kickstarter project is by FABA's own Chad Connell, A jump block is a special anvil which sits on the floor. It
and the intent is to document and promote a blacksmithing is vital for making upsets on the ends of bars or at any
village in Thailand! Give it a look, and consider giving
other point in between.
your support.
This jump block consists of two parts – The BLOCK and
https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/171344686/survival- a “scooter” for ease of moving it around.
and-adventure-into-the-jungles-of-thailan
The block measures 18x18.25 x 3 inches and weighs 286
pounds.
Chad will spend two weeks travel- The scooter deck measures 18x20.75 x .75 inches thick
ling to blacksmithing villages (pri- and has four extra heavy duty casters welded at each
marily makers of traditional Thai
corner. The scooter weighs 128 pounds.
blades) and creating a video docu- Total weight 414 pounds.
mentary of their shops and their
Price $300.00 firm.
lives to bring back and share with
You pick up at my shop – I will load it on your truck with
western blacksmiths.
my shop crane.
(Jungle Parang)
If you have questions or want further information call
There will also be a blog site during the trip, with entries CLYDE PAYTON, 850-997-3627
beginning January 7, at this link:
http://www.durbansdungeon.info/p/blog-page.html?spref=fb

2017 winter schedule

or CELL 850-688-0006.

Tired of the single life?

Of

Classes offered by Trez Cole
Get it hot Friday 1/27/17 7:00 pm -8:30
Florida House
Blacksmithing 1 1/28/17 10;00 am- 1:00
Crowley Museum & Nature Center
Blacksmithing 2 2/4/17 10:00 am -1:00
Crowley
Blacksmithing 3 2/18/17 10:00 am- 1:00
Crowley
Blacksmithing 4 3/4/17 10:00 am - 1:00
Crowley
Blacksmithing 5 3/11/17 10:00 am - 1:00
Crowley
Blacksmithing 6 3/18/17 10:00 am - 1:00
Crowley
For enrollment details see:
http://sarasotacountyschools.net/schools/ace/in
terior.aspx?id=83828
For class requirements contact Trez at:
Nokomisforge@hotmail.com

Step up to the Gretna Green “Old Smithy Marriage
Anvil” and find true happiness. (Thanks Har)

TUNING AND USING A POST VICE
Reprinted with permission from the March/April 2016 issue of The Upsetter, the newsletter of the
Michigan Artist Blacksmith Association (MABA)

Reprinted with permission from the November, 2016,
Blacksmith Organization of Arkansas Voice.

CLINKER BREAKER, JANUARY, 2017

(Right) Peter Ross teaching a class on filing and the use of a leg
vise in his studio Photo courtesy of Bill Rainford, Rainford
Restorations
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Editor
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WebMaster

Michael Kummer

941-345-5745

web@blacksmithing.org

FABA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Florida Artist Blacksmith Association, Inc.
Date __________ New____ Renewal ____
Name_________________________________ __
Spouse’ Name ____________________________
Address__________________________________
_____________________________________ ____
City
State
Zip
Phone:________________________________
E-Mail__________________________________________
Check here to get color newsletter by PDF______

Credit Card Visa__ MC__ Discover__
#_____________________________________
V code_____ Exp Date___________
Signature______________________________
Your FABA membership begins when your application and
membership fee is received. Membership is per family and lasts one
year. Send $25.00 fee and application to:
Leilani Aletras, FABA Treasurer
P.O. Box 180622
Tallahassee, FL 32303

Any fees incurred by returned checks will be passed back to the member.

