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Florida Artist Blacksmith Association

PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE
Welcome to the
President’s Corner
It is now July and the
heat of the summer is with us
as scale to heated iron. With
the wet bulb temperature
reaching to 110 f. in my area,
I find it time to reach out and yell “STAY HYDRATED.”
Overheat issues can catch each of us quickly and our need
to stay hydrated is real; your personal safety should be a
paramount concern.
We are now getting into full swing for the Florida
Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA) Annual Conference in Ocala. Kirk and Helen have been busy getting
all the issues in alignment for a professional production.
As I wrote in last month’s Clinker Breaker, we needed to
make a change to online registration only in order to
avoid overbooking our Blacksmith Classes. Online
Registration started July 1st and, as of this writing, which
is the 10th, nine of our fifteen classes are filled and the
remaining six classes are partially filled and filling fast.
The annual conference is important to each of us in a
number of ways and we all need to take advantage of it.
We get to meet fellow blacksmiths and exchange
information, ideas, dreams, and nightmares associated
with the craft; we meet friends and just pass the bull with
them in an attempt to one up them and win the war story
contest; we network and develop information resources
with each other. If you are a new member, it is in your
interest to attend our annual conference to develop more
understanding of this craft and develop contacts in your
area of the state that can assist in mentoring you
development (It’s also a lot of fun. The Editor).
In other news, The Southern Blacksmith Association
(SBA) is now in full swing with the development of the
May, 2017 conference in Madison Georgia. FABA is a
member of SBA and we always have a strong presence.

Established May 18, 1985

SBA is another conference you should plan to attend and
it is held every other year.
If you see a new face at a meeting introduce yourself
and engage them for their history and expectations. You
never know who the visitor is until you ask.

Think Safe and be Safe,
John Boy Watson

2016 FABA Conference
September 30 – October 2, 2016
at
The Ocala Hilton
Registration will open July 1
Advance Registration will be
ONLINE ONLY this year.
No Mail-ins

Book Review:

Organic Metalworking, Volume 1 - The Grapevine
By Lorelei Sims, Photography by Daniel Broten. 2016, Five
Points Blacksmith Shop. www.blacksmithchic.com
I enjoyed reading this book. I found Lorelei Sims’ writing very
easy to understand and appreciated her method of dividing a
project up into manageable parts and, even better, including lots of
very helpful photographs. See excerpt, page 9.
Sims begins with a discussion of the metalworking tools and equipment that she
uses in her “Five Points Blacksmith Shop.” While she acknowledges the traditional,
she uses the most efficient tool for the job. That means a 250 lb anvil and lots of
hardy tools, but also a gas forge and power hammer and a variety of welders, plasma cutters, angle and die grinders,
sanders and power saws. For each type of tool Sims discusses their unique function and how they fit into the work
that she does, a boon to those of us still building our shops and typical of her tracing the “organic progression of her
metalworking skills.”
The next section of the book consists of detailed discussions of creating the basic motifs of the grapevine - vines,
tendrils, leaves and the grape bunch. With Lorelei Sims’ permission, I have included the section on Vines on
pages 9-11 in this Clinker Breaker. This is the best way I know of to give you a feel for her style and considerable
knowledge and a free lesson! My scanning of these pages does not do justice to the quality and clarity of the
photographs throughout the book, but I think the meaning survives.
The final section of the book brings the grapevine motifs you just learned to life. It consists of 15 projects you can
do utilizing these techniques. And throughout Sims freely shares the practical knowledge and shortcuts she has
gained over the years. If you can’t make something and sell it for twice the $20 price after reading this book, you may
not be cut out for this blacksmithing game.

David Reddy
Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA)
is a not-for-profit organization chartered with the State of

Florida and is dedicated to promoting and expanding the
horizons of architectural, artistic and practical
blacksmithing while preserving the rich heritage of this
craft. FABA Officers and members assume no
responsibility or liability for injuries or damage caused as
a result of the use of any information, materials, design,
techniques, etc. contained in this newsletter, our website,
http://www.blacksmithing.org, our Facebook Page or
provided at meetings or demonstrations.
Contributions to FABA are tax-deductible to the
extent provided by law. FABA publishes the Florida
Clinker Breaker monthly and FABA membership includes a
subscription. We solicit correspondence and unpaid articles on
any subjects related to FABA’s purposes. Send to:
editor@blacksmithing.org Materials submitted must be your
own work and citations of others must be clearly identified. By
submitting material, you are allowing FABA to edit, print and
post them to FABA’s website. ABANA Chapter newsletters
may reprint non-copyrighted material if it is credited to the
author and this newsletter. You need the publisher’s
permission to reprint copyrighted material unless otherwise
noted.
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Calendar of Events
The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community. The regions have no boundaries - everyone is welcome everywhere. Come
to more than one if you can. We hold regular meetings in each region on the following Saturdays of each month: NE-1st, NW-2nd, SE-3rd, SW-4th
except for quarterly Statewide meetings. The actual dates vary so check the schedule below. Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge.
Prospective members are always welcome. Come for all or any part of a meeting, bring your tools or just watch. Most meetings run from 9 AM to 4 PM
and you’ll want to bring a bag lunch if not otherwise noted. If you have any questions about meetings, please contact the Regional Coordinators:

Northeast Region
Northwest Region
Southeast Region
Southwest Region

Steven Estenson
John Pfund
Shaun Williams
Vacant

NE Aug 6, Pioneer Art Settlement,
Barberville.

352-516-9545
850-528-3280
954-274-4119
How about you?

steven@foxwoodforge.com;
johnwpfund@aol.com
chevaliervaliant@yahoo.com

NW Aug 13, John Pfund’s Welding Shop
4746 Mahan Drive, Tallahassee, 32308
I-10
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Powerline Rd.
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SW Aug 27, Statewide Regional Meeting

SE Aug 20, Shaun Williams’ Dark
Dark Angel Forge & Armory
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Pompano Bch, 954 274 4119
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REGIONAL REPORTS
SW - June Meeting
We had 12 at our meeting – Was pretty HOT but we
persevered and took turns forging in the heat.

SW Statewide Regional Meeting August 27 at Tandova, Tampa
hosted by Lisa Anne Conner,
Lash Oberst and Tandy Ecenia.

The SW Statewide Regional Meeting will be Saturday
August 27 at Tandova, Inc. 6010 North Armenia Avenue,
Jerry Wolfe made a campfire trivet which resembled a
Tampa, 9 am until 4 pm.
scroll with legs.
We will have blacksmithing demonstrations and open
forges. There will also be family crafts to include fiber
Trez Cole made an Acanthus
arts, lampworking (aka glass bead-making), jewelry
Leaf Scroll patterned after an
making and more. Potluck luncheon. Beverages supplied.
article in CB from October 2005,
Open forges all day. Tailgate sales. Iron in the hat raffle.
http://www.blacksmithing.org/CB
-Archive/2005/2005-10-cb.pdf ).

Come on down, this is a great event.
Lisa Anne Conner

SE - June Meeting

Our “local farriers”
volunteered to make a
“flatter” from a tool steel
bar I had in inventory. See
pictures (Note – Pictures
cropped since I refuse to put in
picture of someone not using
safety glasses while forging).
We had a nice lunch and
several folks worked on individual
projects. The “Iron in Hat” raffle
resulted in $270 for the FABA
Treasury.

Submitted by
Jerry Wolfe
(we are still looking for a
SW Coordinator)

Hello again everyone and thank you for joining us for
another monthly regional report. Our June 17 Southeast
Region meeting was held at my shop, Dark Angel
Armory and Forge, in Pompano Beach. We had another
great monthly meeting which was well attended. We
spent the day on various projects and I demonstrated
different techniques for forging ninety degree corners.
As I write this report, Amy McGrotty, Sylvia
Andrassy and I are leaving today for Salt Lake City, Utah
for the Artist Blacksmith Association of North America
ABANA biennial conference. We will be representing
FABA and my shop at this conference and hope to make
a good impression. I will give you all a full report upon
our return, in next month’s Clinker Breaker report.

Upcoming events:
Pompano Beach, Old Town Untapped: Dark Angel
Armory & Forge and the FABA SE Region will be
demonstrating at Old Town Untapped in Pompano Beach,
on Friday, August 5th, from 6 pm to 10 pm. Please let
me know if you plan to join us.
Our August FABA Southeast Region monthly
meeting: will be at Dark Angel Armory & Forge in
Pompano Beach, August 20th, from 9 am to 3 pm. We
will be demonstrating forge welding.

Southeast Upcoming Classes:
Introduction to Welding Class: Dark Angel Armory &
Forge in Pompano Beach , July 30th from 4 pm to 9 pm.
6G certified Welder Steve Rodgers will be teaching an
introductory class for the artist on basic cutting

techniques using Oxy-Acetylene and arc welding with
NW - July Meeting
MIG flux core wire. Contact Dark Angel Armory & Forge
The NW region July meeting was held at John Pfund's
for more information. Register at darkangelarmory.com
shop in Tallahassee. The purpose of this meeting was a
work day to make tools for the tool boxes to be auctioned
Introduction to Blacksmithing: Dark Angel Armory &
at the conference.
Forge in Pompano Beach , August 13th, from 4pm to 9
John Pfund coordinated the efforts and several people
pm. Shaun Williams will be teaching four of the nine
participated including John Watson, Chris Belden, Marty
basic techniques of blacksmithing, cutting with a hardy hot
Scheese, David Dalton, Joey Dalton, Jason Barnes, Mike
cut and a handled top cut, forging a taper, forging a scroll
Mcginnis, and a new member Justin Reed. They made a
and twisting to make a decorative and functional S-hook.
verity of tools including chisels, punches, screw drivers,
Contact Dark Angel Armory & Forge for more
and tongs.
information. Register at darkangelarmory.com
We were glad to see Patty Drapier back with us after
recovering from surgeries.
Just a reminder, I am administering a Facebook page
The iron in the hat drawing netted $126. John Pfund
for the Southeast Region. I try to post helpful tutorials,
cooked pancakes for breakfast. Our customary lunch was
vendor information and other valuable blacksmithing
not served but a lunch break was taken around noon.
resources. Look us up and request an invite at Florida
Several members came back after lunch and worked some
Artist Blacksmith Association Southeast Region. I look
more on the tool project. We had 40 people that signed in.
forward to hearing from all of you.

Ron and Roger

Shaun Williams

Hello everyone from the Northwest Region. Our
next two meetings will be held at my welding shop in
NE June Meeting
Tallahassee. The address is 4746 Mahan Drive,
The Northeast meeting was at Barberville. A very hot Tallahassee, FL 32308. We will use these two
day, but lit the forges anyways. On the inside forge I
remaining meetings before the conference to continue
(Steve Estenson) showed, using the horn of the anvil to
last month’s effort to make one or more Blacksmith
help keep the metal hot longer, doing a 3” long square to
Challenge type Toolboxes to put in the auction at the
round on 5/16” stock in one heat. Using forms bent one
conference.
half of a S-hook. The taper on the other end did cool off to
This is a group project consisting of whoever shows up
fast to finish in one heat. Showed that to make a S-hook
at the meetings ready to help. We made the basic
you need to make a C-hook so it can lay in the fire flat to
blacksmithing tools at last month’s meeting; now we will
heat the center up to make a twist.
use them to make the basic wood working tools at the
One of our new members, Mathew Owens, lit one of
second meeting and use all the tools we've made so far, at
the outside forges and I believe he made a hook.
the third meeting, to make the toolboxes to hold all the
Bob Brown was working on a wooden door for the
tools we've made.
auction. I have all the hardware ready to mount for the
The meetings will run from 9:00 am to noon. I'll be
door. You will have to wait till conference to see the
making pancakes and eggs for anyone who shows up
finished item.
between 8:00 and 8:30. At noon we'll stop for the Iron-inWe had 27 attend for hot dogs and beans and lots of
the-Hat raffle.
other homemade
Lunch will not be provided at the meeting. I suggest
goodies. The buck in the
going to an air conditioned restaurant for lunch and then
bucket raised $93.00.
returning to the workshop if there are tools to be finished
The next meeting
and enthusiasm to work on them. That's the plan. Anyone
will be at Barberville
who wants to participate should bring personal safety
and Heinrich Hole will
equipment(safety glasses at least) and your favorite
be doing a demo of the
hammer. For more information about the "Blacksmith
cubic twist and we may
Challenge" refer to the June 2015 Clinker Breaker:
have some other twists
http://blacksmithing.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2015-06turn up.
cb.pdf

Thanks,
Steve Estenson

Hope to see you there!
John Pfund
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Contoured Table Legs
by Jerry Wolfe
Just a few tips I learned during the process of making table legs for a coffee table. The customer
wanted 1 inch pipe/tubing and I happened to have a piece of 1” tube with about 0.085” wall
thickness.
If I am making more than two of anything with a complicated shape, I make a fixture. So the first
thing is to figure how to make a fixture to get the right bends. I started with a “full scale” drawing on
my work bench and then translated to steel and parts. See picture of finished fixture.
Fixture with pins – radius strip unassembled

Fixture with completed bent leg

FLORIDA CLINKER BREAKER,
AUGUST, 2016

Contoured Table Legs (Continued)
by Jerry Wolfe
Next was the problem that, if you heat thin wall tubing and bend it around a sharp curve, – YOU GET KINKS. So
the way to prevent kinks is to fill the tubing with “dry silica sand” with both ends capped and welded. See pictures.
Now it is just a matter of heat and bend; one section at a time. First bend – Install bend pin – Second bend – Install
second Pin – Third bend – Install bend radius strip – Final bend. Repeat four time and your table legs are done.

Tubing filled with sand

Plug welded
Fixture with 4 legs

Child Hurt In Anvil Shooting Accident
By Steve Grant, KY3 News

WILLOW SPRINGS, Mo. - A 13-year-old boy is in
critical condition after he was hit by a piece of an anvil at a
family's Independence Day celebration. The police chief
says something went wrong when family members tried to
fire an anvil into the air on Monday afternoon.
The explosion meant to launch the anvil went off too
soon. It shattered the heavy piece of metal and sent pieces
flying 60 feet away. An ambulance took the boy to a
hospital in Springfield.
The chief said an investigation is underway. The
accident was on private property next to the Willow
Springs airport.

Submitted by Kirk Sullens

Intrepid travelers Sylvia Andrassy, Amy
McGrotty and Shaun Williams are greeted by
Alfred McClure on their arrival at the ABANA
Biennial Conference in Salt Lake City. We’re
looking forward to a full report, Shaun!

BECOMING A BLACKSMITH
By Clyde Payton
I can’t really say that there was a specific point in time when I became interested in
Blacksmithing. I sort of grew up with it. I was born and reared in a very rural part of
central Alabama in Chilton County, in the early nineteen thirties.
Great grandfather was a farmer and had a very simple “farm” forge. He repaired and
sharpened all his own farm “stuff.” My grandfather – likewise a farmer – had a very simple
farm forge which he used only for the most utilitarian purposes. My father was a Saw
Smith. He sharpened and repaired saws for the local lumber endeavors, saw mills, planer
mills, and the “public.” Also, as a child, I remember hanging around the local blacksmith
shop in the small town of Thorsby, Alabama. This was a shop run by distant relatives of
mine and their mainstay was shoeing mules and horses. Try as I may, I could never go
inside to watch the goings on – because every time this barefoot young-en got close I
would promptly get run off! “Biscuits are the BANE of Barefoot Boys.* And I suppose these
blacksmiths knew this, which always resulted in my quick dispersion.
I’ll never forget my first attempt at “real” blacksmithing. I was only six years old. I had
just made myself a nice archery bow and a few arrows from small bamboo reeds. What I
now needed were some real sharp arrow tips to mount into the business end of my arrows.
After all, how can a great hunter do-in big game with inferior stuff!
With self-reliance and determination, I set out to make my own arrow points. I knew
enough about blacksmithing (from grandfathers and father) to know exactly what I needed
– so the tools were assembled:
Forge – the fireplace where a fire was already ablaze
Blower – a simple hand fan like the one we used in church
Hammer – the household claw hammer
Anvil – the upturned smooth face of Mom’s pressing iron (non-electric kind)
Tongs – the household pair of slip joint pliers
Slack Tub – tin can of water
Stock – a handful of recycled nails, gathered from the ashes around Mom’s wash pot.
Now I was ready to open shop and start production. I had only “forged” out a few of my
artful missiles when my mother heard all the hammering. She came in from her outside
whatever, and there I was banging on the face of her laundry pressing iron!
“WILLIE CLYDE, WHAT IN THE WORLD ARE YOU DOING?” a shout which still rings in my
ears. Suddenly that general area of my anatomy which formerly occupied chairs rose in
temperature almost to the point of blistering. My tools were confiscated, and my
blacksmithing career was totally bankrupt.
* “Biscuits” is the term given to those small round and thin waste platelets punched out of
a hot piece of stock when punching holes with punch and
hammer on the anvil. These small – very hot – fragments fly off to the nearby ground
when knocked free of the parent stock. If barefoot boys happen to step on one of these it
causes a very severe burn.
From: Clyde Payton’s Stories and Adages. No date. Used by permission of the author.
Thanks Clyde.

Excerpt from: Organic Metalworking
By Lorelei Sims
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Secretary
Program Chairman
Past President
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Trustee SE
Trustee SW
Editor

John Watson
Billy Christie
Leilani Aletras
Gene Kovacs
Kirk Sullens
Jerry Wolfe
Jordan Thomas
Ron Childers
Ralph Nettles
Allen Branch
David Reddy

850-421-8005
850-421-1386
850-539-2345
352-357-7221
941-355-5615
352-478-9580
850-556-8403
561-906-2827
863-235-0033
813-875-2098

Circlejbar3@gmail.com
chriswoodforge@embarqmail.com
treasurer@blacksmithing.org
gbkovacs@bellsouth.net
kirksullens@gmail.com
wolfeforge@hotmail.com
firebrandforge@hotmail.com
Ron@munlaw.net
ralphnettles@msn.com
branchforge@comcast.net
editor@blacksmithing.org

WebMaster

Michael Kummer

941-345-5745

web@blacksmithing.org

FABA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Florida Artist Blacksmith Association, Inc.
Date __________ New____ Renewal ____
Name_________________________________ __
Spouse’ Name ____________________________
Address__________________________________
_____________________________________ ____
City
State
Zip
Phone:________________________________
E-Mail__________________________________________
Check here to get color newsletter by PDF______

Credit Card Visa__ MC__ Discover__
#_____________________________________
V code_____ Exp Date___________
Signature______________________________
Your FABA membership begins when your application and
membership fee is received. Membership is per family and lasts one
year. Send $25.00 fee and application to:
Leilani Aletras, FABA Treasurer
P.O. Box 180622
Tallahassee, FL 32303

Any fees incurred by returned checks will be passed back to the member.

