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Florida Artist Blacksmith Association

PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE
Welcome to the
President’s Corner
I have to begin with
big “Thank You’s” to
Bob Jacoby and Steve
and Dina Estenson.
Bob, because he has done such a great job as
Regional Coordinator for the Northeast and
before that as President of FABA and Editor
of the Clinker Breaker and NE Regional
Coordinator and more. And to Steve and
Dina Estenson because they have agreed to
take over the job of NE Regional Coordinator
from Bob and give him a chance to just enjoy
being a member of FABA!
This month has been an exciting time as we deal with
all the issues that arise to prepare for the Florida Artist
Blacksmith Association Annual Conference in Ocala.
Kirk Sullen, our Program Chairman, has been busy lining
up an outstanding group of demonstrators along with the
all the other background preparations necessary to ensure
a wonderful, educational and safe event.
At the last Board meeting a decision was made that all
registration for classes and attendance will be conducted
on line. This was done to make sure class registration will
be properly managed to avoid the over-enrollment of
some classes that occurred with mail-in registration. This
action will also aid with membership renewal along with
event registration. If you do not have a computer or find
yourself unable to register, please contact another
member who is able to operate a computer and ask for
assistance. I know the difficulties first hand and am in
constant contact with a number of members to aid me in

Established May 18, 1985

the use of my laptop. Don’t be shy, ask for help and it
will be given.
If you see a new person at any of the meetings you
attend extend a hand and welcome them. If you are a new
person to the organization don’t be bashful, introduce
yourself and develop new friendships.

Think Safe and be Safe,
John Boy Watson

2016 FABA Conference
September 30 – October 2, 2016
at
The Ocala Hilton
Registration will open July 1
Advance Registration will be
ONLINE ONLY this year.
No Mail-ins

Thomas L. Steele
69, of Bradenton, Fl. died March 25, 2016;
survivors include wife Betty, daughters Erin
Tracy and Jenna; son Micah, sister Angela
Inderwiesen and six grandchildren.
Arrangements by The Good Earth Crematory Tom was a very friendly man who lived in the
Myakka area and was active with the SW Region
of FABA. He was a close friend of FABA
member Paul Richter, who passed last year. He
was teaching his grandson blacksmithing and the
grandson came with him to several meetings.
Tom worked in the metal fabrication business,
using lasers to cut aluminum. He was a very
talented man; his hobbies included collecting
fossils and arrowheads.

2016 ABANA Conference
Salt Lake City, Utah
July 13-16

He will be missed.

For information:
abana.org/Conferences/2016/index.html or
contact the Central Office at
centraloffice@abana.org or call 423-913-1022.
Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA)
is a not-for-profit organization chartered with the State of

Florida and is dedicated to promoting and expanding the
horizons of architectural, artistic and practical
blacksmithing while preserving the rich heritage of this
craft. FABA Officers and members assume no
responsibility or liability for injuries or damage caused as
a result of the use of any information, materials, design,
techniques, etc. contained in this newsletter, our website,
http://www.blacksmithing.org, our Facebook Page or
provided at meetings or demonstrations.
Contributions to FABA are tax-deductible to the
extent provided by law. FABA publishes the Florida
Clinker Breaker monthly and FABA membership includes a
subscription. We solicit correspondence and unpaid articles on
any subjects related to FABA’s purposes. Send to:
editor@blacksmithing.org Materials submitted must be your
own work and citations of others must be clearly identified. By
submitting material, you are allowing FABA to edit, print and
post them to FABA’s website. ABANA Chapter newsletters
may reprint non-copyrighted material if it is credited to the
author and this newsletter. You need the publisher’s
permission to reprint copyrighted material unless otherwise
noted.
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Calendar of Events
The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community. The regions have no boundaries - everyone is welcome everywhere. Come
to more than one if you can. We hold regular meetings in each region on the following Saturdays of each month: NE-1st, NW-2nd, SE-3rd, SW-4th
except for quarterly Statewide meetings. The actual dates vary so check the schedule below. Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge.
Prospective members are always welcome. Come for all or any part of a meeting, bring your tools or just watch. Most meetings run from 9 AM to 4 PM
and you’ll want to bring a bag lunch if not otherwise noted. If you have any questions about meetings, please contact the Regional Coordinators:

Northeast Region
Northwest Region
Southeast Region
Southwest Region

Bob Jacoby
John Pfund
Shaun Williams
Vacant

NE July 2, Pioneer Art Settlement,
Barberville.

904-613-2626
850-528-3280
954-274-4119
How about you?

bobjacoby@bellsouth.net
johnwpfund@aol.com
chevaliervaliant@yahoo.com

NW July 9, John Pfund’s Welding Shop
4746 Mahan Drive, Tallahassee, 32308
I-10

Capital
Circle NE

X
47

SE July 16, Tanah Keeta Boy Scout
Camp

n
aha
M
6
4

Dr.

SW July 23, TBA

Congratulations
Michael Willman
We have a new "graduate metallurgist" in our
membership. Congratulations go to Michael
Willman from Sarasota who received his BS
in Metallurgical Engineering from South
Dakota School of Mines this year.
Michael was "home schooled" and a self- taught knife maker
when he joined FABA over 8 years ago. Michael has been active
in the SW group and given demonstrations of his skills of creating
a "hamon" on knives using clay.
Michael was attracted to SD School of Mines because they had
a "Blacksmith Club." One of the professors who formerly worked
at The Timken Company started a blacksmith club to give students
hands-on experience with metals. The club participated in a knife
competition sponsored by TMS - The Minerals, Metals and
Materials Society. Michael has a job with the "Air Force Forensic
Lab" in Oklahoma. We are proud of Michael and his
accomplishments.

Jerry Wolfe

REGIONAL REPORTS

SW - May Meeting

SE - May Meeting

The SW Meeting on May 28th at Wolfe Forge was
attended by 17 folks. There were several first timers,
which is encouraging.

Hello again everyone and thank you for joining us for
another monthly regional report. Our May Southeast
Region meeting was held at Tanah Keeta Boy Scout
Reservation in Jupiter, Florida on May 21st. We had a
great turnout. We spent the day working on the
techniques of forge welding the ends of four pieces of ¼
inch square rods to make a basket twist.
On Friday, June 3rd, Dark Angel Armory and Forge
and members of the Florida Artist Blacksmith
Association Southeast Region demonstrated for Old
Town Untapped in Downtown Pompano Beach. Sylvia
Andrassy, Amy McGrotty and Shaun Williams were in
attendance. As usual, we were met with an enthusiastic
and interested crowd who watched us demonstrate
various forging techniques in the making of a variety of
decorative and fuctional metal work items.

We had some good demonstrations. A Damascus billet
was made by Jerry Wolfe using wrought iron, roller
bearings and an L6 saw blade.
Marcus Wise and
Kevin Mead (in green)
made a cable Damascus
billet.

Upcoming events:

Trez Cole
made a pair of
tongs.

Pompano Beach, Old Town Untapped: Dark Angel
Armory & Forge and the FABA Southeast Region will be
demonstrating at Old Town Untapped in Pompano Beach
on Friday, July 1st, from 6 to 10 pm. Please let me know
if you plan to join us.
July FABA Southeast Region monthly meeting: at Tanah
Keeta Boy Scout Reservation in Jupiter, July 16th, from 9
am to 3 pm. Sylvia and I will not be in attendance as we
will be at the ABANA conference in Salt Lake City that
weekend. We will make sure to take lots of photographs
and give you a complete report upon our return.

Great participation from all.
Dennis Stiffler donated several items for "Iron in Hat"
including an anvil that we auctioned off for $65. Thanks
Dennis!

Jerry Wolfe

Upcoming classes:
Introduction to Blacksmithing: Dark Angel Armory &
Forge in Pompano Beach , July 2nd, from 4pm to 9 pm.
Shaun Williams will be teaching four of the nine basic
techniques of blacksmithing, cutting with a hardy hot cut
and a handled top cut, forging a taper, forging a scroll and
twisting to make a decorative and functional S hook.
Contact Dark Angel Armory & Forge for more
information. Register at darkangelarmory.com
Just a reminder, I am administering a Facebook page for
the Southeast Region. I try to post helpful tutorials,
vendor information and other valuable blacksmithing
resources. Look us up and request an invite at Florida
Artist Blacksmith Association Southeast Region. I look
forward to hearing from all of you.

Shaun Williams

NE June Meeting
The NE Region held its June meeting on June 4th at
Barberville. The meeting was well attended with many
new members, and prospective members, in attendance.
Steve Estenson demonstrated at the inside forge as
Bob Brown helped newcomers with the open forges.
The buck-in-the-bucket raffle was particularly
successful, driven by American Bladesmith Society
Journeyman Smith Ronnie Fowler's generous donation of
one of his hand-forged knives. Ronnie is a talented
craftsman and a regular contributor of his time, talent and
knives to FABA.
For those interested in learning more about earning
the Journeyman Smith title, here's a link:
http://www.americanbladesmith.com/uploads/file/Testing
/JS%20Test%20FINAL%204-24-2010.pdf.

FABA member Doug Hayes does lots of work
promoting blacksmithing with the Boy Scouts. For those
interested in learning more, or if you ever receive inquires
related to working with Scouts, please reach out to Doug
directly at: djhayes29@hotmail.com.
Finally, the most exciting news! Dina and Steve
Estenson have generously offered to take over the role
of FABA Northeast Regional Coordinators.

Roger also demonstrated how to make the perfect
cooking hook that he claims is the best design of all.
Ron, with the assistance of Marty demonstrated how to
make a heart by folding a piece of round stock in half
pointing the end, spreading it out and bending it back on
itself. After twisting, Mike Lucke forge welded the ends
together, then Ron and Marty completed the heart.
At 11:30 we had our Iron-in-the-Hat drawing which
consisted of several forged items and other miscellaneous
things, along with all items forged in the demonstrations,
which were also contributed for the drawing. The total
raised was $187.
At noon we had lunch, which consisted of hot dogs
cooked to perfection by John Boy Watson, along with a lot
of covered dishes. Total attendance was around 50.

After 25+ years with
FABA, including stints as
Newsletter Editor, NE
Regional Coordinator,
President, and most
recently a second stint as
NE Regional Coordinator,
Ron and Roger
I'm ready for a little break
- genuinely looking
Hello everyone from the Northwest Region.
forward to enjoying the
Our next three meetings will be held at my
organization as a "plain
welding shop in Tallahassee. The address is
old member"!
(Steve Estenson demonstrates 4746 Mahan Drive, Tallahassee, FL 32308. We
for the SW Region)
will use these three remaining meetings before
I inherited the Regional Coordinator position from
the conference to make one or more
Butch and Emily Patterson who for years did an
Blacksmith Challenge type Toolboxes to put in
outstanding job with the position (and left some pretty big
shoes for me to fill!). Steve and Dina have devoted tons of the auction at the conference.
energy and time to the organization for many years and
we'll all benefit from their fresh energy and ideas.
FABA NE Region July Meeting
will be Saturday July 2nd at
Barberville, open forges and Steve
Estenson will demonstrate.
I know you’ll show Steve and Dina
the great support you’ve given me
over the years,

Thanks,
Bob Jacoby
NW - June Meeting
The Northwest Region June 11 meeting was held at
Preacher Jim Labolito's Fernwood Forge.
Ron and Roger demonstrated with the assistance of
Marty Scheese. For the demonstration they made a heart
out of a railroad spike, with the head flattened so it would
stand up. They also made an oyster knife and a basic knife
out of railroad spikes.

This will be a group project consisting of whoever
shows up at the meetings ready to help. It will be a threepart workshop where we'll make the basic blacksmithing
tools at the first meeting; use them to make the basic wood
working tools at the second meeting and use all the tools
we've made so far, at the third meeting, to make the
toolboxes to hold all the tools we've made.
The meetings will run from 9:00 am to noon. I'll be
making pancakes and eggs for anyone who shows up
between 8:00 and 8:30. At noon we'll stop for the Iron-inthe-Hat raffle.
Lunch will not be provided at the meeting. I suggest
going to an air conditioned restaurant for lunch and then
returning to the workshop if there are tools to be finished
and enthusiasm to work on them. That's the plan. Anyone
who wants to participate should bring personal safety
equipment(safety glasses at least) and your favorite
hammer. For more information about the "Blacksmith
Challenge" refer to the June 2015 Clinker Breaker:
http://blacksmithing.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2015-06cb.pdf

Hope to see you there!
John Pfund
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2016 FABA Conference
September 30 – October 2, 2016
at
The Ocala Hilton
—---------------------------------

Lora Schwarzer
Bladesmith
I was introduced into the world of knives in 1996. A
physician I worked with forged knives. I had watched
him forge many times, and when I tried my hand at it I
instantly fell in love with forging. I found it amazing
that I could make metal move!
I joined the American Bladesmith Society (ABS), and
attended a two week introduction to bladesmithing
class at their school in Arkansas. I went on to attend
many more classes, and in 1999 I achieved the rank of
ABS Journeyman Bladesmith.
The style of knives I prefer to make are Scagel style. My physician friend knew Bill Scagel
personally, and had an immense collection of Scagel knives. I was fortunate to be able to examine
them and see how they felt while holding them. I was also able to learn how they were assembled
and finished. In 2005, I was awarded the Margaret Moran Silver Slipper Award, from the American
Bladesmith Society.
I have made a knife for country music star George Strait, and have knives in collections in five
countries. I have taught not only forging, but other aspects of knife making as well, such as
construction, grinding, and fit and finish of Scagel type knives.
I also make Damascus steel. It is always a pleasure, and sometimes a surprise, to see the pattern
revealed! I have worked with some of the finest bladesmiths in the country; in fact, I’m married to
the Best one, Steve Schwarzer!
I was born and raised in Michigan, and spent 33 years working in medical records at a hospital. I
worked closely with all 120 physicians on staff, and it was interesting to note how many were blade
enthusiasts. Many of them now have one of my knives! I continue to make Scagel style knives, and
enjoy making every one!
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This article is reprinted courtesy of the Illinois Valley Blacksmith
Association, “The Tuyere” March-April 2016. Editor
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Saltfork Craftsmen Artist Blacksmith Association

BLACKSMITHING
NEWS
"JULY, 1985
NEWSLETTER OF FLORIDA CHAPTER
ARTIST - BLACKSMITH ASSOCIATION OF NORTH AMERICA

LLO FLORIDA BLACKSMITHS!!
LAST MEETING NEWS
Well, the crowd o f 14 members and associates wasn't overwhelming, but we d i d have a f i n e
meeting a t the Junior Museum i n Tallahassee on Saturday, June 22. The museum grounds are very a t t r
a c t i v e and the demonstration area was set up under a s h e l t e r and large trees . The weather was
clear and warm on the 1st day o f summer. Equipment was provided by nearby smiths, i n c l u d i n g W i l l
a r d Smith, J e r r y Grice, Skeeter Prather and Clyde Payton. We were especially honored to have Jay
Reakirt o f Albany, Ga. come down to demonstrate. He i s a charter member o f our Fla. Chapter. Jay has
the fine confederate army blacksmithing wagon many have seen a t various meetings. He didn't pull it to
Tallahassee (the mules were s t i l l pooped from the Madison trip), but he did bring tools , pictures, and
work samples. Jay demonstrated some o f his techniques in making a fork and his "show and tell skills" are
outstanding. He forgot to bring one o f h i s favorite anvil tools, a small tapered mandrel, so he found an old
piece o f 3/4"x 13" steel and proceeded to make one. It was pretty tough going on the light anvil and
without a set hammer, but it turned out OK and Clyde Payton talked Jay out of it.
We broke for lunch and some went on to Jerry Grice's shop to look it over. I missed this but hear Jerry has a very
nice shop with a big, fancy, new power hammer.
At the business meeting we talked about boosting attendance and heard that some who had planned to attend
had last minute conflicts. Willard read a letter of congratulations to our new Florida Chapter from Stan Strickland,
President of ABANA . . . and also a letter from Fred Caylor offering to demonstrate at our October meeting i n
Monticello. Secretary-Treasurer, Tycee Grice, reported we had 38 paid members (it seems three paid only $5 for
either the membership fee or dues but we're sure the other $5 will be forthcoming). Doug Rochon of Ocala will host
our August meeting and his wife, Becky, volunteered to type and print our newsletter. We sure thank them both.
It was emphasized that membership in our Florida Chapter is open to anyone who pays the membership fee and
dues - ABANA membership encouraged but not required. Occasional guest are welcome and regular attendees are
expected to be dues-paying members. Spouses of members are included as associates without additional dues. We
want attendees to sign an attendance log with name, address, status and remarks - such as volunteering to
demonstrate, host meetings, etc. This will become a good historical record of our attendance and activity. It was
decided the regular time for our business session would be 2:00 p.m.
We know that two of the essentials of a good Chapter are adequate supportive members and good meetings. We
hope that our charter membership will have reached at least 50 by closing at the end of July, so go ahead and send
in your name and $10 to Secretary Tycee and you're in. Suitable membership cards will be issued.
We decided to send newsletters to all Fla. ABANA members a second time to encourage Fla. Chapter
membership. Because of cost, newsletters will hereafter go only to Fla. Chapter members. Of course, new
memberships are welcome at any time.
Our first "buck-in-the-bucket” drawing attracted the following donations: Jerry Grice - letter opener; Jay Reakirt1857 Union horse hoof hook/hammer; Ben Ferguson-2 blacksmith books; Walt Anderson-spatula & hammer; Clyde
Payton- coke, turnbuckle, and bolt cutter. Since there were so few folks, we decided to draw for only one prize and
take the other items to the Tampa meeting. $11 was raised and Jimmy Tucker won. He selected the spatula. Then
Clyde Payton's coke and some other pieces were auctioned to raise $17.00 more. Be sure to bring your itern
donations to the Tampa meeting and we’ll have a big drawing - might have t o c a l l it "buck-in-the-barrel".
NEXT MEETING
J u l y 27, 1985, 10 a.m. t o 4 p.m., a t the shop of Ray Nager, Metalsmith, 5712 W . Sligh Ave., Tampa, FL 53614.

LAST HEAT
*Let Ray Nager know if you want to eat barbecue at the meeting in Tampa, July 27 (address & phone above).
DO IT as soon as you read this, like "RAT NOW"!
*Be a charter member of our Florida Chapter by sending i n $5.00 membership fee and $5.00 first year dues
($10.00 total) by July 31, 1985. Send to Secretary Tycee Grice, P.O. Box 5914, Tallahassee, FL 32301.
*Come to Tampa on the 27th. Bring your interest, your appetite, and an item for our "buck in the bucket"
drawings.

Florida Chapter of A.B.A.N.A.
PRESIDENT - Willard Smith, Rt 1 Box 22A, Blountstown, FL 32424
VICE PRESIDENT - Ray Nager, 5712 W. Sligh Ave., Tampa, FL 33614
SECRETARY/TREASURER - Tycee Grice, P. 0. Box 5914, Tallahassee, FL 32301
NEWSLETTER - Walt Anderson, 7 Soco Trail, Ormond Beach, FL 32074
Membership List
Anderson, Norman
Anderson, Walt
Baker, Joe
Becker, Olaf K.
Brandenburg, Mary
Bristol , Cliff
Brooks, Lee & Jo
Corbet, Jim
Crane, Ed
DeLoreto, Dave
Dietzel, Bill
Ferguson, Ben
Grice, Jerry & Tycee
Hebert, Alva
Huffman, Robert
Keen, Tom
Kittleson, Kenneth
Labik, Robert G.
Liste, Jonas G.
Mosier, Carl
Old Dixie Welding Inc.
Nager, Ray
Parramore, Debbie
Payton, Clyde
Prather, Skeeter
Reakirt, J. P.
Rochon, Doug & Rebecca
Rogers, Benjamin Jr.
Schwarzer, Stephen
Scuderi, Vince
Senterfitt, Don & Ann
Smith, Willard
Spooner, E. W.
Strickland, Stan
Thompson, J. L. Jr.
Thrower, Ralph Jr.
Van Arnam, Carl
Wilder, Fritz

Dundee, FL 33838
Ormond Beach, FL 32074
Tallahassee, FL 32303
Sarasota, FL 33579
W. Palm Beach, FL 33401
Blountstown, FL 32424
Everglades City , FL 33929
Ft. McPhcrson, GA 30335
Tallahassee, FL 32312
Sarasota, FL 33581
Middleburg, FL 32068
Freeport, FL 32439
Tallahassee, FL 32314
Orange Park, FL 32073
St. Petersburg, FL, 33704
Winter Garden, FL 32787
Tampa, FL 33603
Pompano Beach, FL 33062
W. Lafayette, IN 47906
Bonifay, FI, 32425
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33334
Tampa, FL 33614
Quincy, FL 32351
Monticello, FL 32344
Tallahassee, FL 32312
Albany, GA 31707
Ocala, FL 32678
Jacksonville, FL 32216
Palatka, FL 32077
St. Petersburg, FL 33713
Jupiter, FL 33458
Blountstown, FL 32424
Waycross, GA 31501
Stone Mountain, GA 30083
Sylvester, GA 31791
Albany, GA 31707
Gainesville, FL 32608
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

These two pages are excerpts
from the 4-page initial

“Florida
Blacksmithing News”
July, 1985
of the then brand new
Florida Chapter of ABANA
The Artist Blacksmith
Association of North America
A copy of the “original“
Florida Blacksmithing News
Newsletter
Is available on our website at:
http://blacksmithing.org/resources/clinker
-breaker/
So are all the other
Clinker Breakers since then.
You could look it up.
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FABA Officers
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Program Chairman
Past President
Trustee NE
Trustee NW
Trustee SE
Trustee SW
Editor

John Watson
Billy Christie
Leilani Aletras
Gene Kovacs
Kirk Sullens
Jerry Wolfe
Jordan Thomas
Ron Childers
Ralph Nettles
Allen Branch
David Reddy

850-421-8005
850-421-1386
850-539-2345
352-357-7221
941-355-5615
352-478-9580
850-556-8403
561-906-2827
863-235-0033
813-875-2098

Circlejbar3@gmail.com
chriswoodforge@embarqmail.com
treasurer@blacksmithing.org
gbkovacs@bellsouth.net
kirksullens@gmail.com
wolfeforge@hotmail.com
firebrandforge@hotmail.com
Ron@munlaw.net
ralphnettles@msn.com
branchforge@comcast.net
editor@blacksmithing.org

WebMaster

Michael Kummer

941-345-5745

web@blacksmithing.org

FABA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Florida Artist Blacksmith Association, Inc.
Date __________ New____ Renewal ____
Name_________________________________ __
Spouse’ Name ____________________________
Address__________________________________
_____________________________________ ____
City
State
Zip
Phone:________________________________
E-Mail__________________________________________
Check here to get color newsletter by PDF______

Credit Card Visa__ MC__ Discover__
#_____________________________________
V code_____ Exp Date___________
Signature______________________________
Your FABA membership begins when your application and
membership fee is received. Membership is per family and lasts one
year. Send $25.00 fee and application to:
Leilani Aletras, FABA Treasurer
P.O. Box 180622
Tallahassee, FL 32303

Any fees incurred by returned checks will be passed back to the member.

