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PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE
Welcome to the
President’s Corner

     This month I have had some
discussions concerning all the

tools we use along with the cost associated with them.
There are four types of tools that I am aware of.  There
may be more, but these are all I could come up with
honest conduct. The first is purchased or traded for,
second is given, third is borrowed, and the forth is made.
     There is a fable that King Solomon asked a question of
his tradesmen and other highly skilled personnel who
used different tools in the performance of their work.
These tools ranged from cutting to pounding with all
kinds in between. The question was: “Who made your
tools?” The answer was always: “the Blacksmith.” With
so many providing this answer he went to the Blacksmith
and asked him; “Who makes your tools?” The Blacksmith
responded with two simple yet complex words; “I do.”
This “I do.” statement is one each of us should be striving
for. By taking this statement to heart, your investment is
reduced and your value is increased.

     In today’s world there are so many tools in the
marketplace we purchase rather than produce. We borrow
out of need. We loan to support a need. We give because
we have giving hearts. With these statements being said
we also produce small and large items as we are Artists
and are gaining in recognition because our skill set is
increasing. The tools we use have increased in value over
the years. An example is a good anvil that was valued
years ago at a dollar a pound is now three to four dollars a
pound. In addition, the products we produce are also
bringing better prices.
     In conclusion, we may not make as many of our tools
today as the Blacksmith of old, but do not sell yourself
short. The items we produce today are valued in the
market place and wanted by family members and friends.
Blacksmithing awareness is on the rise! I encourage each
of you to do your share to ensure this upward bound
awareness continues with finely produced art. Keep in
mind every item you make is a visual statement about you
and a piece of art. Continue to purchase, give, borrow,
and make the tools that enable you to call yourself
“Blacksmith.”

In the June 2015 edition of the Clinker Breaker John
Pfund, our Northwest Coordinator, brought forth the
Blacksmith Challenge http://blacksmithing.org/wp/wp-
content/uploads/2015-06-cb.pdf  and I would suggest you
take a look at that edition and get in touch with you inner
Blacksmith.
    If you see a new face at a meeting please step forward,
introduce yourself, and get acquainted. You never know
who they are and, if they are not a member, encourage
them to join because it is your organization.

Think Safe and be Safe,
                              John Boy Watson

(King Solomon and the Iron Worker,
Christian Schussele, 1824-1879,
Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts)



Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA)
is a not-for-profit organization chartered with the State of
Florida and is dedicated to promoting and expanding the
horizons of architectural, artistic and practical
blacksmithing while preserving the rich heritage of this
craft. FABA Officers and members assume no
responsibility or liability for injuries or damage caused as
a result of the use of any information, materials, design,
techniques, etc. contained in this newsletter, our website,
http://www.blacksmithing.org, our Facebook Page  or
provided at meetings or demonstrations.
Contributions to FABA are tax-deductible to the
extent provided by law. FABA publishes the Florida
Clinker Breaker monthly and FABA membership includes a
subscription.  We solicit correspondence and unpaid articles on
any subjects related to FABA’s purposes.  Send to:
editor@blacksmithing.org  Materials submitted must be your
own work and citations of others must be clearly identified.  By
submitting material, you are allowing FABA to edit, print and
post them to FABA’s website.  ABANA Chapter newsletters
may reprint non-copyrighted material if it is credited to the
author and this newsletter.  You need the publisher’s
permission to reprint copyrighted material unless otherwise
noted.
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Road Trips
CBA Spring Conference, Ferndale, CA Apr 28- May 1

BAM Ozark Conference Apr 28- May 1 Missouri State
Fairgrounds, Sedalia, MO. Questions: contact Mike
McLaughlin at 816-295-3935 or cowpie42@hotmail.com

Northwest Blacksmith Assoc Conf, Longview, WA. Demos
Gabor Szombathy, Monica Coyne & Dave Lisch.  May 13-15

AACB Conference in Cannonsburgh Village, TN, May 20-21
Mark Aspery, Susan Hutchinson, Julie Clark, Larry Cole,
Daniel Pelletier and Samuel Stoner, Jr. as demonstrators.
Family programs, BBQ dinner Friday for $8. Tailgating and
vendors. See aacbconference@yahoo.com for more info

BGCM Blacksmith Days, Westminster, MD,  May 21-22  AT
Carroll County Farm Museum in Westminster, MD.
Demonstrators: Shel Browder and James Michael Walker. For
more info see Ted McNett @ stonejugforge@embarqmail.com

Northern Rockies Blacksmith Assoc Spring Conference,
Laurel, Montana May 21-22

New England Blacksmiths, Brentwood, NH Jun 3-5

Illinois Valley Blacksmith Assn Conference Jun 10-12
Western Reserve Conference, Burton's Century Village,
Burton, OH. Demonstrator Lisa Geertsen Jun 24-26

FABA Annual Conference, Ocala Florida Oct 7-9

All events are drawn from:
http://www.abana.org/cgi-bin/calendar/calendar.pl
Go to: https://www.abana.org/affiliates/affiliate_list.shtml   for
web sites and contact information.

2016 ABANA Conference @ SLC, Utah, July 13-16
For information: abana.org/Conferences/2016/index.html or
contact the Central Office at centraloffice@abana.org or call
423-913-1022.
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Calendar of Events

NE May 7 Pioneer Settlement for the
Creative Arts, Barberville

NW May 14 Mike Luck’s, 15 Jefferson
Heights Rd., Monticello 850-274-7574

SE May 21 Tanah Keeta Boy Scout
Camp

SW May 28
To Be
Determined

The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community. The regions have no boundaries - everyone is welcome everywhere. Come
to more than one if you can. We hold regular meetings in each region on the following Saturdays of each month: NE-1st, NW-2nd, SE-3rd, SW-4th
except for quarterly Statewide meetings. The actual dates vary so check the schedule below. Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge.
Prospective members are always welcome. Come for all or any part of a meeting, bring your tools or just watch. Most meetings run from 9 AM to 4 PM
and you’ll want to bring a bag lunch if not otherwise noted. If you have any questions about meetings, please contact the Regional Coordinators:

Northeast Region Bob Jacoby 904-613-2626 bobjacoby@bellsouth.net
Northwest Region John Pfund 850-528-3280 johnwpfund@aol.com
Southeast Region Shaun Williams 954-274-4119 chevaliervaliant@yahoo.com
Southwest Region   Vacant     How about you?

X 15 Jefferson Heights Rd

Monticello
US 90

US 19

US 19
I-10

Capri Lazy
Days Motel

(El Herrero, Burgos,
Spain. Photo by Miguel
Veny, 2015.  Thanks
Harland Fisher)



REGIONAL REPORTS
NW - March Meeting
The March meeting for the NW region was held at Mike
Bettinger's shop in Tallahassee. The program was the first
part of a two-day gas forge building workshop
coordinated by Mike Murphy.

The forges were made from 14” diameter 1/4” thick
pipe, 18 inches long and lined with two inches of
refractory blanket. Burners were made with pipe fittings.
There were over 100 parts to each completed forge.

There were 12 people signed up to build 14 forges in
the workshop and about 45 in attendance for the NW
meeting.  There were some really nice forged items in the
iron in the hat drawing, which brought in a total of $210.
Mike Bettinger had his usual and great grilled chicken for
lunch and, along with several covered dish items, resulted
in a very good meal.

Ron and Roger

NW May 14th Meeting  will be held at the residence
of Mike Luck. Mike will start the demonstration with
some colonial iron working. Billy Christie will take over
with a demonstration of plasma cutting techniques. Ron
Childers will wrap up the show with a clever way of
making a cross. John Boy will be grilling chicken for our
main course and everyone should bring a side or dessert.
Don't forget to bring something for the Iron in the Hat.

NW June 11th Meeting  will be held at Jim
Labalito's.  Jim will provide the main course and we
should bring sides and desserts. The Monday night open
forges crew will put on the demonstration. Don't forget
the Iron in the Hat!

John Pfund



SE -  February Meeting
Hello again everyone and thank you for joining us for
another monthly regional report.  We held our Southeast
Region Conference the weekend of March 18th - 20th,  at
Tanah Keeta Boyscout Reservation in Jupiter.  Despite a
tremendous downpour
that lasted most of the
day on Saturday, the
event was a
tremendous success
with our biggest
turnout yet.  We had
over thirty people in
attendance,
participating in the
forging classes and
watching demonstrations.   (Pat. Photo by Becky Kennedy.)

Nathan Nettles taught a class on forging
a chili pepper key chain from a ¾ inch
diameter piece of black pipe.  Joel Schwartz
of Schwartz’s Forge and Iron Works,
formerly from upstate New York,  taught a
class on design concepts in creating grill
work from angle iron, and yours truly
demonstrated the forging of a Viking Broad
Sword.  Unfortunately, due to time
constraints and the inclement weather, I
could not complete the sword by the end of
the conference and it will be available to be
auctioned off at a later FABA event.
  We are already planning to make next
year’s Southeast Region Conference an even bigger and
better event.  Sylvia Andrassy and I are looking for an out
of state and/or an out of the country blacksmith to come
and demonstrate at this conference.  Who wouldn’t want
to visit Florida  in February? We are also working to find a
local municipality in our region that would be interested in
co-hosting the event as part of a historic “Pioneer Day”
type event, expanding our exposure and involving the
general public.  We will keep you posted as to all the new
and exciting developments in our region.
  We have been keeping up a very hectic schedule in the
Southeast Region with a variety of blacksmithing related
events almost every single weekend.  On March 8th, we
hosted a second Friday night Wine Down Forging Night at
Dark Angel Armory & Forge.  We had four couples in
attendance, enjoying a spread of hors d'oeuvres while
forging beer bottle openers.  The following day, April 9th,
I hosted my monthly five hour Introduction to
Blacksmithing class at my shop.  The class was full with
eight students, who spent the day learning about cutting
steel with a hardy hot cut and handled top cut, forging a

taper, bending a scroll and
twisting steel to form an S
hook.  I had the assistance of
Sylvia Andrassy and Amy
McGrotty teaching the class.
Both events were a great
success.  Fun was had by all
and I believe that many have
caught the blacksmithing bug
and will be back for more as
well as becoming members of FABA.

Upcoming event:
KeroWACKED Multimedia
Fest: Public blacksmithing
demonstration at the
KeroWacked Multimedia Art
Festival at the  Boynton
Beach   Art   District , April
24th from 11 AM to 10 PM.

Upcoming classes: Introduction to Welding Class:
Dark Angel Armory & Forge in  Pompano Beach, April
23rd 11 am to 4 pm.  6G certified Welder Steve Rodgers
will be teaching an introductory class for the artist on basic
cutting techniques using Oxy-Acetylene and arc welding
with MIG flux core wire.  Contact Dark Angel Armory &
Forge for information. Register at darkangelarmory.com
Four Night Chasing and Repousse Class: at the Armory

Art Center in West Palm Beach, Wednesday evenings
from 6 to 9, April 27th through May 18th.  Register at
armoryartcenter.com
Introduction to Blacksmithing Class: at the  Armory

Art Center  in  West Palm Beach  on Saturday, May 7th,
from 11 am to 5 pm.  Register at armoryartcenter.com
Introduction to Blacksmithing Class: at Dark Angel
Armory and Forge in  Pompano Beach  on Sunday, May
15th 11 am to 4 pm.  Register at darkangelarmory.com

Our May 21 FABA Southeast Region meeting will
be at Tanah Keeta Boy Scout Reservation in Jupiter,
starting at 9 am.  In the interest of bringing new members
up to speed and continuing the progress towards
Journeyman for our older members, we will be focusing
on the Controlled Hand Forging Lessons from ABANA,
taking up one lesson at each meeting, teaching a technique
and allowing participants to practice on their own.
  Just a reminder, I am administering a Facebook page
for the Southeast Region.  I try to post helpful tutorials,
vendor information and other valuable blacksmithing
resources.  Look us up and request an invite at Florida
Artist Blacksmith Association Southeast Region.  I look
forward to hearing from all of you.

Shaun Williams
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(William Kahl’s
Chili Pepper)



SW -  March Meeting
The SW March meeting was scheduled for my

backyard forge in Tampa, but I canceled because it  was
already muddy with all-day rain scheduled for Saturday,
but invited people to come forge if by some miracle it
didn’t actually rain.

Patrick Vibens, a new person
who had never forged before,
took me up on my invitation and
we happily forged all afternoon.
Patrick may not have forged
before, but he knows how to
work with his hands.  He made
himself a very nice fireplace
shovel.  He was very pleased to
have been able to work at the
forge and I was happy  my
clean-up and demonstration
practice didn’t go to waste.  I
think we’ll see more of him in
the SW.

The SW is seeking a Regional Coordinator.
Austin Haley’s job made it impossible for him
to continue.  Please consider whether you could
take on this vital role.  We have regular sites
for 7-8 meetings a year and November and
December are usually wiped out by
Thanksgiving and Christmas, leaving only 2 or
3 sites to be arranged by the Regional
Coordinator.  This group is what you make it.

David Reddy

NE April Meeting
 The NE April meeting was rained out.  The few smiths
who went drowned when they refused to abandon their
favorite hammers.

The NE May and June meetings will be held at
the Pioneer Settlement for the Creative Arts in Barberville.
Please bring something for the Buck in the Bucket and a
dish for the potluck

.
Bob Jacoby

Editor’s Note. On the next two pages are excerpts
from the May, 1986 Clinker Breaker: A how-to by Jimmy
Corbet and a report on the April, 1986 meeting by Clyde
Payton.  While they are accurate, and from that issue, I
have taken the liberty to rearrange where needed.

Largely thanks to Clyde Payton’s hoarding ways and
Vi’s kindness, PDF copies of the originals of every or
almost every Clinker Breaker are on our web site at:
http://blacksmithing.org/resources/clinker-breaker/

An index to “How-To” articles led by Skeeter Prather
is at: http://blacksmithing.org/resources/howto/
 Maps to regional and statewide meetings, pictures
from previous events, member pictures over the years,
membership renewal and annual meeting news; they’re all
there at: http://blacksmithing.org/

Great, but our website could be far better if you wanted it
to be.  We need someone to love the web site and see that
it is kept up to date.  It’s not that hard.  Are you up for it?

David Reddy

April 9.  A blustery day at Gulf Coast Maker Con
at the fairgrounds in Tampa. Kirk Sullens, Doug
Hayes, and Sam Hayes demonstrating.

The Touch-Mark Tree and FABA’s Barberville Gate.
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Website: artistblacksmithsa.org.au

Issue 20

In this issue :-
• Editorial

• Presidents Report

• Waterside Metal Arts Event -2015

• Penfield Workshop News

• Paul Bennet -Sculpture

• A.B.A.S.A’s Centenial Park
‘Wisteria’

• Karoonda Farm Day

• Birdwood Farm Day

• Hahndorf Arts and Craft Fair
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Waterside Metal Arts -2015
The Waterside Metal Arts studio forge is located in an historic building, in a quiet out of the way
location in Footscray. You may remember, in Issue 15 of ‘The Bellows’ we covered the festival
that was held in 2013. ABASA members, John Fergus and Kirstie Stewart experienced the event.
Ferg’s article created a very tempting ‘must see’ vibe.
For this years event, Chris Carter, John Fergus, Jeanette and myself made the trip over to the
banks of the Maribyrnong River. Chris and John took the ‘Red eye’ flight whilst Jen and I took to
the road. We all arrived at the scene early on the Saturday morning, ready for a full weekend of
fire, forging and entertainment.

‘Just look for the Big Hammer’

Article and Photos by R.Kenning

The Waterside Metal Arts studio forge is the
brain child of Steve Phillips (estebaan).
Steve trained as a blacksmith over in Belgium,
and has created the studio as an outlet to attract
artists in the pursuit of artistic metal work, with
the emphasis on art.
We managed to time our arrival with that of John
and Chris and spent some time chatting to the
visiting smiths and vendors. The layout of stalls
was well organised, with everyone having plenty
of elbow room. The common forging marquee’s
were set up at the back of the park and over the
disused railway line, with a variety of gas and
coke fired forges.

A program of events, demonstrations and workshops was the order of
the event. With knife making, syncronised striking by the Queensland
smiths, Anyang Power hammer demos and induction heating with Bruce
Beamish. Meanwhile, the guest stars, the Belgium ‘Nachtsmidts’,
Patrick Pelgroms, Phillip Veervort, Raf Nulens & Klaus Remmen,
completed the claw (as seen on the cover of this issue).

There was live music by Babaganoush and a nice selection of coffee and food vendors to keep up
the fuel supply. Oh, and did I mention the Belgium beer?
In essence,there was plenty happening to keep you interested including the metal art display in
the studio up the stairs above the forge.
Have a look at the website and keep an eye out for the next event. I highly recommend the trip
over for the next event.

http://watersidemetalart.org

Chris forging in
the main marquee.
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Useful Australian Sites

http://www.metalartistforum.com/
All styles of metalcraft information

http://www.iforgeiron.com/forum/
All styles of Blacksmith information

http://www.artmetal.com/index.php
Social networking for the metal arts

http://bawa.webkroll.
Blacksmiths Association Western Australia

Australian Blacksmiths Association Victoria
http://www.abavic.org.au/

http://www.baba.org.uk/
British Artist Blacksmiths Association

Blacksmiths Information and Forums

http://www.artistblacksmith.com/
David Robertson (Ontario Artist Blacksmith)
http://www.bookdepository.co.uk

Discount Blacksmith books in UK with Free
postage

http://www.abaqld.org.au/
Artist Blacksmiths Association of Queensland

Brisbane Blacksmiths Supplies
www.brisbaneblacksmithsupplies.com/
Mont De Lancey Blacksmith Group
http://www.blacksmithing.com.au/events.php

http://www.treeproject.abavic.org.au/news.html
The Tree Project

Artist Blacksmiths Association South Australia
http://www.artistblacksmithsa.org.au/

Artist Blacksmiths Association New South Wales
http://www.artistblacksmithnsw.com

Florida Artist Blacksmith Association

Walt Anderson Scholarship  2016
This scholarship was established to honor the memory of Walt Anderson, one of our charter members. Its
purpose is to further the craft of blacksmithing and is available to any FABA member in good standing.  The
award is limited to the actual cost or $1000, whichever is lesser. It may be used for materials, tuition, lodging and
transportation (paid at the rate of 43.2 cents per mile or the actual cost of public transportation, whichever is
lesser).
A letter of application or a detailed email may be submitted provided the applicant answers the following
questions:

1. What is your name, address and phone number?
2. How much experience in blacksmithing do you have?
3. How will this instruction help you with your blacksmithing craft?
4. What is the name of the school you wish to attend?
5. What is the name of the course and the name of the instructor teaching the class?
6. What costs will be incurred (tuition, lodging, transportation, etc.)?

Note: By accepting the Walt Anderson Scholarship the applicant agrees to provide a demonstration of skills
learned at a regular FABA meeting,  and write an article  of the learning experience,  including  “how-to”, for
publication in the Clinker Breaker. The next item is not required but strongly suggested that an article made by
the new knowledge be offered for auction at the Annual meeting.
Completed letters of application or emails should be sent to John Butler, Chair , FABA Scholarship Committee,
777 Tyre Road, Havana, FL 32333 or jgbutler@sprintmail.com.
Deadline for receipt is June 15, 2016. Three finalists will be recommended to the Board. The decision of the
Board shall be final. The successful applicant will be notified.
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Your FABA membership begins when your application and
membership fee is received. Membership is per family and lasts one
year. Send $25.00 fee and application to:

Leilani Aletras, FABA Treasurer
P.O. Box 180622
Tallahassee, FL 32303

FABA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Florida Artist Blacksmith Association, Inc.

Date __________ New____  Renewal ____

Name_________________________________ __
Spouse’ Name  ____________________________
Address__________________________________

_____________________________________ ____
City State Zip
Phone:________________________________
E-Mail__________________________________________
Check here to get color newsletter by PDF______
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President John Watson 850-421-8005 Circlejbar3@gmail.com
Vice President Billy Christie 850-421-1386 chriswoodforge@embarqmail.com
Treasurer Leilani Aletras         treasurer@blacksmithing.org
Secretary    Gene Kovacs    850-539-2345    gbkovacs@bellsouth.net
Program Chairman Kirk Sullens 352-357-7221 kirksullens@gmail.com
Past President Jerry Wolfe 941-355-5615 wolfeforge@hotmail.com
Trustee NE Jordan Thomas 352-478-9580 firebrandforge@hotmail.com
Trustee NW Ron Childers 850-556-8403 Ron@munlaw.net
Trustee SE Ralph Nettles 561-906-2827 ralphnettles@msn.com
Trustee SW   Allen Branch   863-235-0033  branchforge@comcast.net
Editor David Reddy 813-875-2098  editor@blacksmithing.org

WebMaster Michael Kummer  941-345-5745  web@blacksmithing.org

FABA Officers

Florida Artist Blacksmith Association
Leilani Aletras, Membership
PO Box 180622
Tallahassee, Fl 32303

Any fees incurred by returned checks will be passed back to the member.
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