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Introducing our 2015 Demonstrators:

This month I want to address an
issue that impacts and affects each
of us and yet, for the most part, we
pay little or not attention too it. This issue is time
management. Time is something that we need to manage
and hold ourselves accountable for the best use of it. As
time is so much a part of our lives, we need to look at it as
a tool to properly manage and use it wisely.
Time for work (daylight) and time for sleep (night) has been
altered since our country was electrified. What this means to
each of us is that we can flick a switch, or a motion sensor picks
up our movement, and there is light. The candle that puts out
about 40 watts of light has been replaced. With the increase in
the time to work also comes the time for distraction. A couple
of examples here are television and the computer. Both of these
have good associated with them but can be fully consuming.
As we look at time management, we need to look at
ourselves as blacksmiths and ask the question: “Am I spending
enough time with my forge and hammers to say that I moving
forward with my skill levels?” The use of time in blacksmithing
is like learning how to read. The more time spent, the better
your skill level and enjoyment.
I suggest that you look at your available time and do some
adjusting to set a specific amount of time aside for strictly
blacksmithing. Once you do this, stay with your schedule and
start producing product. If you can’t think of something to
make, then go to the FABA web site and check out the past
Clinker Breakers or the archive listings. Be careful here, this
can be an enjoyable time consumer.
In summary, I am saying manage your time, don’t let it
manage you, and you will become a better blacksmith as you
work on the Journeyman Program if you have made a
commitment to pursue this endeavor.
Don’t forget to welcome new members and visitors by
extending a hand and inviting them to your shop.

Be Safe and Happy Hammering,
John Boy Watson

Brett Moten,
Blacksmith
http://fabaconference.org/
demonstrators/brett-moten/

Alice James,
Blacksmith
http://fabaconference.org/
demonstrators/alice-james/

Hank
Knickmeyer,
Bladesmith
http://fabaconference.org/dem
onstrators/hank-knickmeyer/

Succeed in earning what you need
from blacksmithing
by Will Manning
As I send out my semi-irregular shop related newsletter, I’m
always pleased to elicit a response from our editor, David Reddy. His
emails are typically friendly and curious and most recently he asked
about my strategies for earning what I need from blacksmithing.
These two equations come to mind:
Creative outlet needs + financial needs = personal freedom
Personal freedom = happiness = success
If you’re reading this, you and I most likely agree that having a creative outlet is necessary to maintain
sanity. If I don’t occasionally make something, a drawing, a song, a knife, a table, I WILL become depressed.
This aspect of the equation seems inherent in being a person who likes to work with his or her hands.
It’s the second part of the equation that I feel is elusive to most folks. How do you make your passion to
create a financially viable option? In my opinion, success equals happiness. And happiness achieved by
whatever gets you there. Perhaps I’ve never outgrown the college days of eating ramen or spoonfuls of
peanut butter but I’ve also never outgrown the love of rummaging through other peoples waste and finding
useful material in it (such as Jeff Valentine and Ace in Midway, FL). My cost of living doesn’t demand a
whole lot and I don’t known if I’ll ever be a “work-to-live” type person.
Unfortunately we have yet to revert to the healthy barter
system we once had and money is a strangely necessary
unifying force in our lives, at least if you want to drive to the
junkyard or buy hammers. And eat. It’s a cost of being alive
this day and age.
The most difficult thing for me to do, which I still struggle
with, is coming to terms with the fact that I must sell
something I made if I want to turn it into money… is it worth it?
That’s a personal decision but if I held on to everything I made
just to satiate my appetite to work with my hands, I would
have at least a few warehouses full of old work. Putting a
price on a piece of work has never been easy, intuitive or fair.
The goal is to one day be able to charge a fair asking price
but as it stands now I make about $5/hour.
Learn to use a decent camera. I was raised by a film lover and only made the switch to digital somewhat
recently but the transition was intuitive with the level of cameras available now. Learn it and love it. To sell a
knife to someone in Australia, they need to see an outstanding photograph. Photography is turning into
another passion and thus another venue to curb my creative tendencies. ** In my eyes, it’s impossible to be
totally focused on one goal. I usually have multiple goals so I can procrastinate but still be working towards
something else. One long term goal is to become an expert in my field, and, though I’ll never know it all and
that’s fine, I spare nothing to learn from others, books, the internet
and most of all, experience in my own shop. I remain open minded
and accept that I will forever be a student. **
Flexibility – learning that my job is not just to make knives, but also
to register my LLC (and keep up with fees schedule), keep track of
the belts, steel and wood I use, file taxes monthly, quarterly and
annually, etc. Making all of this efficient as possible is a great way to
maximize time in the shop and I’m still struggling with it.
The customer is always right. Whether or not I like it, I am in the
customer service industry. I am making knives but they need homes

and I need to make sure I do everything I can so they have lots
of open doors awaiting them or I am essentially “up the creek”.
There are always those tough nuts to crack in every aspect of
life but 99% of the time, the folks that want to purchase
anything that is handmade are genuine, understanding and
loving human beings. And I love my customers. At times I am
more obligated to them than anything else and that is how I
know I’ve started something.
Here’s an interesting exercise in goal setting:
Create three lists.
First list should be 5 goals for this week.
Second list should be 5 goals for this year.
Third list should be 5 goals for the next 5 years.
It’s not so important to achieve your goals so don’t get down on yourself when you only check off one from a
list, WHAT IS IMPORTANT IS TO KNOW YOUR GOALS AND UNDERSTAND WHAT’S IMPORTANT TO
YOU IN LIFE. Habits are difficult to learn but form a habit of creating lists and updating each week, year
etc… it’s fine to change goals as you go. Many people do not even know what they want so spend a few
minutes right now with a pencil and paper and try it.

Editor’s Note: Will’s piece continues our exploration of strategies to earn what you need to be
able to pursue blacksmithing at the level you want, whatever that level might be.
Take a minute to go to Will’s website: http://www.heartwoodforge.com/ and see how he presents himself to the
public. Will spoke of his philosophy and keeping track of the details, but he could have talked about how he has built a
presence on pinterest and etsy and facebook and how he sends out email updates. How he has taken the time to
introduce himself and his work to local and regional publications that reach the customers he needs to reach.
The way Will or our earlier presenter Leslie Tharp (LeslieTharp.com) work and present themselves to the public may
not be for you. It probably isn’t, but recognize that they have a strategy - a plan. They conduct business like a business
so they can afford to work like a blacksmith.
The series will culminate in a workshop at the FABA Annual Meeting in Ocala. The workshop will be led by
people like Will who make blacksmithing work for them, whether full or part time, but it will be a discussion, not a
lecture. You can be the greatest blacksmith in the world and starve if you can’t find customers. What’s your strategy?
Are you living of what you make as a blacksmith? Or trying to? Maybe you’d just like blacksmithing to pay for itself
(my wife’s dream). If you have strategies to share or are interested in the strategies of others, write us an article and/or
come to the workshop to share, and learn.

Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA)
is a not-for-profit organization chartered with the State of

Florida and is dedicated to promoting and expanding the
horizons of architectural, artistic and practical
blacksmithing while preserving the rich heritage of this
craft. FABA Officers and members assume no
responsibility or liability for injuries or damage caused as
a result of the use of any information, materials, design,
techniques, etc. contained in this newsletter, our website,
http://www.blacksmithing.org, our Facebook Page or
provided at meetings or demonstrations.
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Contributions to FABA are tax-deductible to the extent
provided by law. FABA publishes the Florida Clinker
Breaker monthly and FABA membership includes a
subscription. We solicit correspondence and unpaid
articles on any subjects related to FABA’s purposes. Send
to: editor@blacksmithing.org Materials submitted must be
your own work and citations of others must be clearly
identified. By submitting material, you are allowing
FABA to edit, print and post them to FABA’s website.
ABANA Chapter newsletters may reprint non-copyrighted
material if it is credited to the author and this newsletter.
You need the publisher’s permission to reprint copyrighted
material unless otherwise noted.

Calendar of Events
The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community. The regions have no boundaries - everyone is welcome everywhere. Come
to more than one if you can. We hold regular meetings in each region on the following Saturdays of each month: NE-1st, NW-2nd, SE-3rd, SW-4th
except for quarterly Statewide meetings. The actual dates vary so check the schedule below. Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge.
Prospective members are always welcome. Come for all or any part of a meeting, bring your tools or just watch. Most meetings run from 9 AM to 4 PM
and you’ll want to bring a bag lunch if not otherwise noted. If you have any questions about meetings, please contact the Regional Coordinators:

Northeast Region
Northwest Region
Southeast Region
Southwest Region

Bob Jacoby
John Pfund
Shaun Williams
Lisa Anne Conner

NE June 6, Pioneer Art Settlement,
Barberville.

904-613-2626
850-528-3280
954-274-4119
813-505-8041

bobjacoby@bellsouth.net
johnwpfund@aol.com
chevaliervaliant@yahoo.com
MelisandeAubrey@hotmail.com

NW June 13,
Mike Bettinger’s
Welding Shop.
850-576-8356
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SE June 20, Tanah Keeta Boy Scout Camp.
SW June 27, To Be Determined.
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have a suggestion or request. I'm working on creating a
“Pool of Demonstrators” that I can call on when I need a
demonstration for a meeting. I always offer a Meeting
NW - April Meeting
Host the option of having us provide a demonstrator, to
Hi everyone! Greetings from the Northwest Region.
allow them more time to enjoy the meeting. Also,
We just had our May meeting yesterday at Marilyn and
sometimes we (FABA) are asked to provide or help find
Mike Luck’s in Monticello. This is our first time holding Blacksmiths for an event. If a request comes to me, and
a meeting there and it is a good place for one - easy to
they have, I want to be prepared with people I can call on.
find, lots of room and shade and a well equipped
So I'll be calling around and looking, but you don’t have
blacksmith shop. Mike was the demonstrator. He showed to wait! Call me and I'll get you on my list right away!
us how to make a few Colonial items, like candle holders.
The June Meeting will be held at Mike Bettinger's
Unfortunately, I didn’t get to watch much, because I was Welding Shop in Tallahassee on Saturday, June 13th. It's
busy running the Iron in the Hat, but, when I checked a
going to be a Tong Making Workshop! Everyone who
couple of times, I noticed he had a good crowd gathered
comes will be given a 20 inch long piece of ¼ x ¾ flat bar
and they were attentive and enjoying themselves. I think
and all the instruction, assistance, and opportunity needed
Mike enjoyed it as well; he invited us back again next
to produce a pair of “No Tong Tongs.” These tongs are so
year. John Boy brought his Big Pig Grill and cooked
simple in design and easy to make, that you don’t even
chicken for us for lunch.
need a pair of tongs to make them! Mike is going to cook
In my role as regional coordinator, I have become
chicken on the grill and we should bring side dishes and
more aware of all the work that goes into having a
desserts. Also, don’t forget to bring something for the
meeting. I just want to take a moment to thank all the
Iron in the Hat.
people who helped with this one. Besides Mike, Marilyn,
Hope to see you there!
and John Boy, who I have already mentioned, someone
John Pfund
bought supplies and brought them to the meeting;
someone else got the cars parked in an orderly manner;
SE - April Meeting
someone set up the shade tents; someone went around
with the sign-in sheet and made sure everyone signed in;
Hello again everyone and thank you for joining us for
many people brought in donations for the Iron in the Hat another monthly regional report. For the first time, our
(many items were handmade, too!); lots of people made
April Southeast Region monthly meeting was held at my
and brought in side dishes and desserts. Some people
shop, Dark Angel Armory and Forge in Pompano Beach,
came and watched the show, bought raffle tickets, and
on April 18, 2015. In my opinion, the April meeting was
joined us for lunch on a beautiful Saturday when they
arguably the best and most well attended monthly meeting
could be doing any number of other things. If you see
we have had since I became coordinator of the SE Region
yourself in what I've described here or even more
in June of 2014. Special guests in attendance were John
importantly if you did something to help make this and
Gruber, of The Surly Anvil in Tavernier, Florida, a skilled
other meetings a success, and I didn’t notice and mention armorer and blacksmith and Joel Schwartz of Scwhartz’s
it, THANK YOU, ALL!! A FABA meeting is a
Forge and Metalworks. There were also several new
celebration of Blacksmithing and volunteerism, and I'm
attendees from Dade and Broward Counties. All told we
glad to be a part of it. Great Meeting!
had almost twenty people in attendance.
Speaking of meetings, I have all the meeting locations
In accordance with the SE Region’s push to get as
scheduled for the rest of the year. Already, finally? I don’t many members as possible certified as journeyman, the
know! I'm just glad to have it done. Here is the list for the
rest of the year:
July: Mission San Luis
August: Tallahassee Museum
September: Jim Labalito's in Tallahassee
October: The conference in Ocala
November: Bill Adam's in Tallahassee
December: Rex Anderson's in Monticello
Well, that is the list for the rest of the year! I'll
probably start working on filling out the schedule for next
year fairly soon, so please contact me if you want to be a
demonstrator or host a meeting or an open forge, or if you
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April meeting focused on the
completion of a blacksmith’s
demonstration grill. In addition
to a continued focus on the
design and components of a
blacksmith’s grill, Joel
Schwartz spent several hours
teaching about various joinery
techniques, including wraps,
bands, riveting and mortis and
tenon joinery. Joel also devoted
some time to making a scrolling
jig and teaching a simple penny
scroll from square stock.
The April meeting was very productive and informative and I believe that everyone enjoyed themselves and
benefited from Joel’s knowledge and years of experience.
As you all know, we are working diligently planning
for next year’s SE Region conference, tentatively
scheduled for February 19th through the 21st, 2016. We
have already approached John Gruber about doing an
armor making class at next year’s conference and he has
expressed interested in participating. John has also
graciously invited the SE to hold an upcoming monthly
meeting at his shop ,The Surly Anvil in Tavernier. We are
tentatively scheduled to hold our July 2015 meeting at his
location. Everyone was very impressed with John’s work
and I’m sure we’re all excited to get down to his shop and
see him in action live.
May 3rd, Leslie
Tharp took some time
out of her busy schedule
to come down and visit
at Dark Angel Armory
and Forge. Leslie joined
us in our continuing
quest to complete
blacksmith demonstrations grills. In
addition to helping other members in the design and
concept of blacksmith grills, Leslie and I continued work
on the grill we began back in April at the Swallow Tail
Festival. Leslie’s energy and enthusiasm brought a new
level of excitement to our regular Sunday Bunch.
Just a reminder, I am administering a Facebook page
for the SE. I try to post helpful tutorials, vendor
information and other valuable blacksmithing resources.
Look us up and request an invite at Florida Artist
Blacksmith Association Southeast Region. I look forward
to hearing from all of you.
Our June 20th SE meeting will be held at Tanah Keeta
Boy Scout Reservation in Tequesta, starting at 9 am. In
the interest of encouraging more members to obtain their
journeyman blacksmith certification, we will continue

working on designing and building demonstration grills.
We will spend the 20th beginning work on the actual
construction of the grills that we have designed over the
past month, focusing more on joinery techniques..
We will do a pot luck lunch. To avoid duplication, I
posted a sign up list on the Southeast Region Facebook
page. Please check what other people are bringing and add
your item to the list.
We will be doing an "Iron in the Hat." So everyone
please bring any items that you would like to donate to the
next meeting. Raffle tickets will be $1.00 each, seven for
$5.00 or fifteen for $10.00. Typical donation items are
raw materials for blacksmithing projects (ie. Tool Steels or
knife scales) and/or finished projects. The funds raised
from Iron in the Hat go towards supporting the Southeast
Region.

With warmest regards, I remain
Very truly yours,

Shaun C. Williams
SW – April Meeting
April 11 Steve Berglund christened his new 20X20
backyard shop while a
Michigan friend, Dick
Davis, was in town. The
shop, a “Bennett Building,”
is beautiful, with 2 roll-up
doors and lots of room, that
Steve is well on his way to
fill. Seeing the birth of a new shop is always a pleasure.
This one is a doozie!
Dick Davis brought along his ingenious folding knife
that caught a lot of people’s
eye as quick and handy.
The SW April 25th
meeting was held at my house
in Tampa. Turnout was sparse with
only six of us. Our project was to
make punches and chisels. To
prepare for the project I straightened
out a coil spring and cut it into 6 1foot sections. Working on the coal
forge and gas forge, Steve Berglund,
Jerry Standifer and I each forged
and ground several punches or
chisels. After making the tools, we
annealed them and then hardened and tempered them.
Jerry brought a special quench that allows you to harden
and temper in a single heat. That worked very well with a
number of pieces, but a few had to be tempered separately
as we got used to the sizzling and popping of the quench.

USE OF PLASTICINE IN
BLACKSMITHING
Remember in grade school when in your
arts and craft class you made models of all
sorts of things using modeler’s clay? Well, I’ll
bet you didn’t know then that you were using
a worthy trick very useful to the blacksmith!
John Hargrett then gave us a demonstration of a
The trade name of this product is PLASTICINE.
crimping tool he developed for his power hammer to bend
It is an oil based modeling “clay” which is used
angle iron into an arc without losing strength in the angle
iron and while maintaining a smooth surface on one angle. just like you would use common clay – and it
is very adaptable for blacksmithing needs.
Ingenious, and it was most illuminating that John led us
through the thought process and then the reality of actually
It’s easy to make a fast forward prototype
producing the tool.
of
your
finished forging from this material:
For lunch we had an excellent pasta salad brought by
Mary Standifer and a Frito Pie and salad made by my wife, -You don’t have to heat it.
- It is pliable exactly like hot iron when it is at
Kathy. Kathy never lets herself, or me, eat anything so
sinful as a Frito Pie, so it was quite a treat.
forging temperature.
- You can hammer on it like you would
hammer hot metal.
David Reddy
- You can cut it, punch holes in it, fuller it,
swage it, twist and bend it, scroll it, draw it
NE May Meeting
out, and upset it.
The May NE Region meeting
- It retains its shape.
was held at Barberville. Open
- You can re-use it over and over.
forges with lots of new faces and
- It is a good teaching tool that allows you to
a beautiful [cool] day for
fast forward an exact model of the finished
forging. Lots of discussion
product in a fraction of the time it takes to
related to the perfect hammer for
a beginning blacksmith - no
make the real thing.
conclusions, but we'll update
I have a large hunk of this stuff, sealed in a
everyone once we decide on the
"perfect hammer" - could be a
(Bob Brown)
plastic bag that I have used in my shop for
long discussion!
years – and it is still pliable.
The June NE Region meeting
will be held at Barberville and will
You can purchase Plasticine in stores like
feature our annual tailgate tool sale - Toys R US and craft supply outlets for under
please bring any extras that you'd
four dollars a pound. It comes in one inch
like to sell and, if you're in the
square bars six inches long. Get yourself a
market for tools, please bring lots of
bar, pretend it is hot metal and play with it a
cash! See you in June.
while. Make a model of the split and fold
cross (for example) then transfer all dimensions and required forging operations into the
Bob Jacoby
finished product.
(Butch Patterson)

Happy Hammering,
Clyde Payton
Your Most Important Piece of Equipment?!

WALT ANDERSON SCHOLARSHIP
DEADLINE IS JUNE 30th!

Florida Artist Blacksmith Association
Walt Anderson Scholarship 2015

This scholarship was established to honor the memory of Walt Anderson, one of our charter members. Its purpose is to
further the craft of blacksmithing and it is available to any FABA member in good standing. The award is limited to
the actual cost or $1000, whichever is lesser. It may be used for materials, tuition, lodging and transportation (paid at
the rate of 43.2 cents per mile or the actual cost of public transportation, whichever is lesser).
A letter of application or a detailed email may be submitted provided the applicant answers the following questions:
1.

What is your name, address, phone number and email? _______________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________

2.

How much experience in blacksmithing do you have? _______________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________

3.

How will this instruction help you with your blacksmithing craft? _____________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________

4.

What is the name of the school you wish to attend? _________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________

5.

What is the name of the course and the name of the instructor teaching the class? _________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________

6.

What costs will be incurred (tuition, lodging, transportation, etc.)? _____________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________

Note: By accepting the Walt Anderson Scholarship the applicant agrees to provide a demonstration of skills learned
and write a report of the learning experience, including “how-to” for publication in the Clinker Breaker. The next item
is not required, but strongly suggested, that an article made by the new knowledge be offered for auction at the Annual
meeting.
Completed letters of application or emails should be sent to John Butler, Chair, FABA Scholarship Committee, 777
Tyre Road, Havana, FL 32333 or jgbutler@sprintmail.com.
Deadline for receipt is June 30, 2015. Three finalists will be recommended to the Board. The decision of the Board
shall be final. The successful applicant will be notified.

THE BLACKSMITH CHALLENGE
By John Pfund
You start with: 1. a forge of any kind, electric blower is allowed
2. a anvil
3. a vice
4. a hammer
5. a file
6. a two sided sharpening stone
7. a wire brush
Okay, That's all the tools you are allowed to start with. Everything else has to be made using what you have made so
far.
Here are some givens though:
1. You are allowed (and Encouraged) to use any and all safety equipment. Ear and eye protection,
gloves, Etc.
2. You have an unlimited supply of fuel for your forge.
3. You have all the metal you need in basic shapes, including some hard metal.
4. Help from another person is allowed, still restricted to the tools that have been made so far.
5. Measuring devices are allowed, markers like pencils and soap stones.
6. Wood is allowed, from trees or from salvage is preferred.
7. Leather and prepared cordage(like thread, string and rope) are allowed.
8. Sandpaper and glue, bee's wax, paint, wood oil and wax, are all allowed.
Ok, so what's the point? The point and the challenge is that an unbelievable amount of things, including complex things
can be made starting from this humble beginning. First you make your basic blacksmithing tools. Temporary punches
and chisels can be made from basic metal stock using longer than normal pieces to hold in your hand. No Tong-Tongs
can be made with almost no tools and the jaws can be modified to fit almost any shape. All the other tools can be made
from this start, using hard steel when needed. When the basic tools are completed, a tool box is needed to hold them, so
that is the next part of the challenge. Woodworking tools are needed to make the box. Which tools exactly depends on
the source and condition of the wood to be worked, but some will be needed. Wood must be procured, shaped and put
together to make a tool box. The woodworking tools will go in the box also or another box might be needed.
So, Now what? Well the whole tool box set could be given away, (donated) or sold, and the process could start over. Or
the Tool box set can be used to take it to the next level. What is the next level? The next level is to use it to make other
things. What kind of other things? Here's where it gets interesting and the part about the unbelievable amount of
things, even complex things that can be created, comes in. Whatever needs to be made or whatever the blacksmith is
interested in comes now. Here is a partial list of things that could be made: An endless variety of tools, for blacksmithing or woodworking, gardening, cooking. Furniture or decorations for the home and yard. Bird houses and
feeders, musical instruments, art work of all kinds, a boat, a bow and arrow, a fire bow, a loom or spinning equipment,
a treadle hammer, a foot powered lathe. All these things can be made starting with what was started with and going
almost anywhere. Whatever the blacksmith needs or is interested in. There does not need to be an end to this challenge.
Locks and keys, clocks, farm tools and equipment for harvesting or processing food and materials, hand carts, horse
carts and wagons, navigational and surveying equipment, scales and measuring devices, cloth and clothing, leather
products, including shoes...... There is no end to this list !
By the way, I am doing this. So far I've only worked on it one day, but I've made 5 tools so far in this order; a round
punch, a chisel, a tool to twist tongs, a pair of no tong-tongs, and a hardy. I am having so much fun thinking about what
I'm going to make next!

Thanks for all you do, John.

Quick Projects – Spring Fuller
Gerald Franklin
The spring fuller, in various sizes, is a necessary tool for
smiths who work alone. This version is simple and quick. It
requires only one size of material since the hardy shank is
forged as part of the tool.
I used 3/8” round for the example in the photographs. You
will probably want to make a set of these in different sizes
Start by cutting about 29 or 30 inches of the desired sized
round stock.
Take a heat and fold the piece one third the way from one
end. Tighten this bend so it closes against itself but don’t
flatten the sides.
Turn the piece 90 degrees and take another bend about 2 ½
inches from the first bend. Again, tighten the bend but don’t
over forge it. You will now have a “squarish” mass that will
serve as the hardy shank when the piece is finished.
If this mass is too big for the hardy hole, forge it to size. For
a mass that is close to size for the hardy hole, you can care
fully forge the sides with a good heat. If the mass is consid
erably bigger than the hardy hole, e.g. you have 1” plus of
mass to fit into a ¾” hardy hole, weld the mass so that it
doesn’t separate as you draw it down.
If the mass is too small to fit the hardy hole, spread the
bends with a chisel until you get a good fit.
You should now have what amounts to a hardy shank with
two vertical legs sticking up. Put the shank in the hardy hole
(or clamp it in a vise) and bend the short leg 90 degrees.
Then bend the long leg to 90 degrees and bring it back up in
a curved shape to form the top leg of the fuller.
These bends should be made with the legs aligned with the
axis of the anvil so that they will be aligned with each other
when you finish.
You want the top leg to stick out about an inch beyond the
bottom leg. This gives you something to pry
against to open the tool with the hot material
that is to be fullered.

Saltfork Craftsmen Artist-Blacksmith Association
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Simple Green Substitute for Super Quench Formula:
If you are not familiar with Robb Gunter’s Super Quench formula, there is a lot of infor
mation from various sources, especially the internet, describing its theory and use in detail. Ba
sically, it is a heavy brine solution with a surfactant and anti-bubbling mechanism built into the
formula. It is intended for use on mild steels to get a much greater degree of hardening than
would ordinarily be possible with low carbon steels. Some people swear by it.
It is not intended for steels with high carbon content and will supposedly damage them
due to the aggressive quench. And, it is not a replacement for using tool steels where that is ap
propriate but is meant to be a way to stretch more performance out of mild steel. It would prob
ably be a good way to harden the working end of mild steel swages, for example. To use, the
steel is brought to critical temperature (around 1,550 degrees F - the point where a magnet will
no longer stick) and quenched. No tempering is necessary.
One of the ingredients is Shaklee Basic and can be hard to find. Simple Green is listed in
some sources as a substitute but the quantity is usually not given. Simple Green is usually easy
to find locally. Dale Dixon contacted Simple Green to see if it can be substituted and to get the
correct formula. He wanted to share their response with us:
Dear Dale,
Thank you for contacting Simple Green and for your interest in our products.
Although Simple Green All Purpose Cleaner and Shaklee Basic to not share exactly the same properties,
they are similar in function. For SuperQuench the following has been recommended at http://
magichammer.freeservers.com/robb_gunter.htm.
Robb Gunter's "Super Quench:"
5 gal water
5 lb Salt
32 oz Dawn (blue) dishwashing liquid (28 oz if it says "concentrated" on the label)
8oz Shaklee Basic I or 7oz UNSCENTED Jet-Dry or other surfactant (like Simple Green) of appropriate
quantity for 5 gal mix (wetting agents)
The quantity of Simple Green would be about 4 oz. per gallon of water. Shaklee Basic is considered a
super concentrate, so it will take more Simple Green than it would Shaklee.

I hope that this information helps. If you have further questions, please do not hesitate to contact me
directly via reply email or at the number below. I'm available Monday thru Friday from 8 - 5 Pacific
Standard Time.
Thank you again for your inquiry.
Sincerely,
Theresa Provolt
Customer Service and Business Support Manager
p. 562.795.6091 * f. 562.795.6091
tprovolt@simplegreen.com

Saltfork Craftsmen Artist-Blacksmith Association

19

NONPROFIT ORG
US POSTAGE
PAID
Tallahassee FL
PERMIT 871

Florida Artist Blacksmith Association
Cassandra Garcia, Membership
216 NE 3rd St., Apt. #3
Gainesville, FL 32601

June, 2015
R
LA
O
H
SC 0th !
N
O E3
S
R UN
E
D SJ
N
A EI
T
IN
AL DL
W A
DE

SH

IP

FABA Officers
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Program Chairman
Past President
Trustee NE
Trustee NW
Trustee SE
Trustee SW
Editor

John Watson
Billy Christie
Cassandra Garcia
Gene Kovacs
Kirk Sullens
Jerry Wolfe
Jordan Thomas
Ron Childers
Ralph Nettles
Lisa Anne Conner
David Reddy

850-421-8005
850-421-1386
904-501-9418
850-539-2345
352-357-7221
941-355-5615
352-478-9580
850-556-8403
561-906-2827
813-505-8041
813-875-2098

Circlejbar3@gmail.com
chriswoodforge@embarqmail.com
treasurer@blacksmithing.org
gbkovacs@bellsouth.net
kirksullens@gmail.com
wolfeforge@hotmail.com
firebrandforge@hotmail.com
Ron@munlaw.net
ralphnettles@msn.com
melisandeaubrey@hotmail.com
editor@blacksmithing.org

WebMaster

Michael Kummer

941-345-5745

web@blacksmithing.org

FABA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Florida Artist Blacksmith Association, Inc.
Date __________ New____ Renewal ____
Name_________________________________
Spouse’s Name__________________________
Address_______________________________
_____________________________________
City
State
Zip
Phone:________________________________
E-Mail________________________________
Check here to receive newsletter by PDF______

Credit Card Visa__ MC__ Discover__
#_____________________________________
V code_____ Exp Date___________
Signature______________________________
Your FABA membership begins when your application and
membership fee is received. Membership is per family and lasts one
year. Send $25.00 fee and application to:
Cassandra Garcia, FABA Treasurer
216 NE 3rd St., Apt. #3
Gainesville, FL 32601

Any fees incurred by returned checks will be passed back to the member.

