
MAY, 2015

Florida Artist Blacksmith Association                                                                 Established May 18, 1985

PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE
Welcome to the President’s
Corner.

     As summer is about to start, it is
time to think about safety. Safety is
an issue which cannot be

mentioned enough and it is item 23 on the Journeyman
Blacksmith list. Safety begins with a Personal Risk
Assessment (PRA). The PRA along with tool knowledge
and machinery operation leads to a safe day. Think
through each blacksmithing operation to ensure you, along
with those close to you, are safe.

 The first step is to ensure your tools are safe. Look at your
tools to ensure they are safe. As you look, be sure you hammer
handle is secured to the hammer head, your anvil is not going to
move, you have correct tongs for the job, and there is a safe
clearance distance between you and others. Ask yourself: “Am I
personally safe with gloves, eye protection,  hearing protection,
body protection that includes fire resident clothing and shoes to
protect your feet and ankles?” (As a note here I see a good
number of Blacksmiths without leg protection and a number of
leg burns. This is both male and female Blacksmiths.)  Make
sure you know how to treat a burn and have a first aid kit close
by.  As a note here, make sure your tongs securely control the
piece so it doesn’t go flying when struck by your hammer.
     Look at the power tools you are going to use and make sure
you know how to correctly use them. Power tools can be very
dangerous and safety with them is paramount. Read and
understand all the safety instructions that come with power tools
or go online and research the safety instructions with each tool.
Power tools and a lose shirt is an example of an accident just
waiting to happen. Or a powered wire brush and no eye
protection is another example. This list is large and that is why
power tools have such an extensive listing of safety issues
associated with their use.
      The personal risk in Blacksmithing is real and each of us has
to perform the PRA, with each operation, to ensure we are safe.
Safety is not just for others, it is for ourselves, as we work with
hot steel and fire. Remember the old saying “SAFETY FIRST”
not second.

     The items mentioned are just a small amount of the safety
issues we are each confronted with. Look at your forge and
tools and understand each aspect of you operation to ensure its
safety for yourself and others. Another aspect is to prevent slips,
trips and falls.
    If you have a new member, welcome them and assist them in
safety to ensure the safety of them and yourself.

Be Safe and Happy Hammering,
                               John Boy Watson

The 17th Bi-Annual
(1983-2015)

SBA Conference
MAY 14-17, 2015

A CELEBRATION OF BLACKSMITHING
AND AN EXPLORATION

OF THE LANGUAGE OF THE
METALWORKER’S TRADE

DEDICATED TO THE MEMORY OF
IVAN BAILEY

Lions Club Fairgrounds
1190 Lions Club Road

Madison, Georgia 30605

 Our 2015 demonstrator lineup is
outstanding! Come see “The Wizard” himself,
Peter Ross, internationally recognized Master
Bladesmith, Jason Knight, applied draft horse
shoeing with Billy Ridgill, and large scale
forgings for public sculpture with Michael
Dillon and his massive power hammers!

WWW.SBACONFERENCE.ORG



FLORIDA ARTIST BLACKSMITH ASSOCIATION
Budget for 2015

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
Actual Actual Actual Actual Actual Actual Approved

OPERATIONS:
SOURCES:

Membership Registration $4,280 $6,620 $4,679 $5,300 $5,799 $5,575 $6,000
Conference Registration 5,232 6,742 5,737 6,577 4,900 4,060 4,500
Conference Buck in Bucket 378 576 674 831 1,000
Conference Auction  4,869 5,622 4,267 4,705 7,646 6,478 7,000
Conference Class Revenue 3,189 3,965 4,000
Other Conference Revenue 1,945 2,608 2,000

2014 = $1069 Banquet Tickets, $1539 "needs to be reviewed"
Merchandise Sales 1,150 4,365 2,468 1,920 1,178 1,028 1,100
Regional Buck in Bucket 3,102 2,183 1,700 2,968 2,925 3,179 3,200
Interest - 1,767 2,590 789 557 351 350
SBA Share (Madison, GA) 2,000 - 1,000 - 2,000 - 1,500
Grants Received - - - - 3,860 3,938 2,400
Misc. Income 105 1,247 200 - 100

2014 = sale of old trailer
TOTAL SOURCES $20,738 $28,546 $23,019 $22,835 $34,672 $32,113 $33,050

USES:
Conference $12,831 $8,305 $9,494 $10,832 $14,447 $15,750 $15,000
Travel Board Members 1,059 630 630 1,461 1,500
Bank Charges 88 382 403 271 531 419 450

incl paypal & square
Clinker Breaker Expenses 5,697 9,372 4,779 3,878 3,823 3,571 4,000

print & postage for paper issue
Office Expense 571 2,648 289 323 543 406 500
Business Expenses 70 162 131 231 71 145 150

state registrations
Merchandise for Resale - 3,091 1,695 1,499 1,199 2,465 4,100

2015=2500 shirts, 1600 belt buckles
Regional Mtgs 1,000 - 955 - 153 475 1,200
Special Grants - - 1,675 500 - - -
Awards & Scholarships  1,000 1,000 21 1,935 - 3,108 3,000
Insurance 447 445 660 647 1,000
Indpendent CPA Review of books 375 1,200
Memberships 305 250 200 300
Special Programs - 1,200
Website 150 300

includes $150 cloud storage for David Reddy - Oral History Project
Misc. 884 1,525 -
Capital Expenditures 4,007 8,945 2,300
TOTAL USES $21,141 $27,955 $20,948 $20,849 $26,464 $37,967 $36,200

NET CHANGE FROM OPERATIONS -$403 $591 $2,071 $1,986 $8,209 -$5,854 -$3,150

Capital Expenditures:
Cash register $300
Other 2,000
Total $2,300



The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community. The regions have no boundaries - everyone is welcome everywhere. Come
to more than one if you can. We hold regular meetings in each region on the following Saturdays of each month: NE-1st, NW-2nd, SE-3rd, SW-4th
except for quarterly Statewide meetings. The actual dates vary so check the schedule below. Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge.
Prospective members are always welcome. Come for all or any part of a meeting, bring your tools or just watch. Most meetings run from 9 AM to 4 PM
and you’ll want to bring a bag lunch if not otherwise noted. If you have any questions about meetings, please contact the Regional Coordinators:

Northeast Region Bob Jacoby 904-613-2626 bobjacoby@bellsouth.net
Northwest Region John Pfund 850-528-3280 johnwpfund@aol.com
Southeast Region Shaun Williams 954-274-4119 chevaliervaliant@yahoo.com
Southwest Region  Lisa Anne Conner  813-505-8041  MelisandeAubrey@hotmail.com

Calendar of Events

NE May 2,  Pioneer Art Settlement,
Barberville.

NW  May 9,  Merilyn & Mike Luck’s, 15
Jefferson Heights Rd., Monticello 850-274-7574

SE May 16, Shaun William’s Dark Angel
Armory and Forge,  2600 Hammondville Rd.
Bay 20,  Pompano Beach, 954-274-4119 SW  May 23,  To Be Determined.
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REGIONAL REPORTS

2nd Annual SE Regional Conference
Hello again everyone and thank you for joining us for
another monthly regional report.  We held our 2nd annual
Southeast Regional Conference March 21st and 22nd at
Tanah Keeta
Boy Scout
Reservation.
We had a great
turnout with
FABA members
from around the
state joining us.
Special guests in
attendance were John Boy Watson, president of FABA
and Kirk Sullens, statewide program chairman.  We were
also joined by brothers David and Chuck Peyton from the
Orlando area and by my Southeast Region co-chair, Ralph
Nettles and his son Nathan, Sylvia Andrassy, Pete Hill,
Brian Guilnette and Eric Parsons.  Eric is new to
blacksmithing and this was actually his first ever FABA
meeting.
 As promised, our statewide
conference was entertaining
and informative.  Joel Schwartz
demonstrated repousse in sheet
steel using a hydraulic press
and hand tools and also
demonstrated metal inlay
techniques.  After lunch we
gathered together in a spirited
team striking competition to
forge rounding hammers from
two inch 1045 steel blanks.
The three teams consisted of

John Boy Watson with Sylvia Andrassy
striking, Pete Hill with Brian Guilnette
striking and myself with Eric Parsons.
This was only Sylvia’s second time
striking for a hammer and for Eric

Parsons, it was his first time ever swinging a sledge at hot
steel, striking for me.  By
the end of the day, with a
tremendous effort from
everyone and great fun,
we had four hammers
forged to finish, ready for
grinding and polishing
and heat treatment.  We’re
already planning next
year’s SE Region

conference, tentatively scheduled
for February 19th through the 21st,
2016, and we’re hoping it will be
even bigger and better with a greater
attendance.  We welcome any input,
ideas and contributions.  Please
mark it on your calendar and we
hope to see you all there.

This past weekend, Sylvia
Andrassy and I joined Leslie Tharp and Pete Johnson at
the Swallowtail Festival at Swallowtail Farm in Gainsville
for a blacksmithing demonstration. Sylvia and I arrived at
Leslie’s shop in Gainesville late Friday night around
10:00 pm and like the lunatics we all are, we started
preparing for the following day’s demonstration right then
and there, drawing out the design for the grill we would
be making the next day and forging out some of
components of the grill.  We continued forging until 2:00
am.  The following morning,
we arrived at Swallowtail
Farm at 10:00 am and after
setting up, we forged for
almost ten hours straight until
dark. The festival was well
attended and I would estimate
between 200 and 300 people
came by at different times to
watch us work.  In addition to
working on the grill, we
demonstrated making S hooks and leaves.  Pete Johnson
received a commission to make a flint striker which he did on
the spot and we had several blacksmithing competitions
between the four of us and much good natured trash talking to
go around.  Sunday we relaxed our sore muscles and washed
away some of the grime tubing down the beautiful Ichetucknee
River.  All in all it was a great weekend and hopefully more
FABA members will join us there next year.

Our April SE Region meeting will be held at my shop,
Dark Angel Armory & Forge located at 2600 Hammondville
Road, Bay 20 in Pompano Beach, on April 18th, starting at 9
am.  In the interest of encouraging more SE Region members to
obtain their journeyman blacksmith certification, we will be
working on designing and building grills over the course of the
next few months.  We will spend the 18th working on the
design and conceptualization of a grate and the basic building
tech-niques including riveting and mortise and tenon joinery.
  We will do pot luck lunch.  To avoid duplication, I posted a
sign up list on the SE Region Facebook page.  Please check
what other people are bringing and add your item to the list.

We will be doing an "Iron in the Hat."  So everyone please
bring any items that you would like to donate to the next
meeting. The funds raised from Iron in the Hat go towards
supporting the Southeast Region.

      Shaun Williams
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REGIONAL REPORTS
NW - March Meeting

I am writing this two days past my deadline! Sorry
David Reddy! But I have a good excuse! I have been
soooo busy lately.

I last wrote right before the meeting at Juan Holbrook's
place in Gainesville. This is the regular monthly meeting that is
farthest from Tallahassee (150 miles) but it was well worth the
trip. Juan and Crew put on an excellent demonstration, and
hosted a wonderful meal. The demo was a Mortice and Tenon
Joinery project making a trivet. The trivet was auctioned off
after the Iron in the Hat and my wife Suzy was the highest

bidder. I was the
Auctioneer and I was
starting to question
my motivation as we
were running the
price up! But it all
worked out well for
me, though, because
between the
inspiration of the
demo and having the
trivet as a guide, I

spent the next few days after I got home making several
different versions of trivets. It's a successful demonstration
when you have to go home and try it yourself. I made three:
one for my daughter and the other two went into the Iron in the
Hat at yesterday's meeting in Blountstown. It was a great
learning experience for me, and might be carried on with the
people who won my trivets in the Iron in the Hat. Suzy and I
still have the original and I'm sure I'll make more copies and
use what I've learned in future work. Thank you to Juan and
everyone who helped to make our meeting a success!
 Making trivets is only one of the reasons I have been
busy lately. Another is the Cannon Carriage Project. The
cannon carriage crew is happy to announce the completion of
the carriage and its delivery back to Mission San Luis. This
project was fascinating for me; we worked from a set of
drawings and made all the parts to fit the wood frame we were
provided with. It was like a giant puzzle! It's finished now and
they were supposed to try firing it on Saturday, April 11th.
When they do the official First Firing I'm going to get to wear a
costume and help. I hope I get to be the one to light the fuse!
Jim Croft is going to write an article about the project with
pictures in a future Clinker Breaker.
 I've also been helping with different Beginning
Blacksmith classes. Jim Labalito and Jim Croft dedicated the
last 3 Open Forge Monday nights to teaching some Boy Scouts
who are working for their Metalworking Merit Badge. They
asked me to assist and it's a good thing too—teaching a group
of beginners kept all three of us on our toes! Likewise, I spoke
with John Boy Watson a week ago and found out he was
teaching a BBS class in Blounts-town the next day, all by
himself. I volunteered to help, partially because I was

scheduled to
demon-strate
there the next
weekend and I
thought it would
help me to be
more comfortable
and  competent,
and partially
because I knew
John Boy would
appreciate the
help and I just
love a good
Beginning
Blacksmith class!
At times it was a smoky Hell, but everyone enjoys themselves
so much that the fun is contagious and I always enjoy myself.
 And finally, I've been getting ready for my Pliers
Making demonstration for the April 11th meeting in
Blounstown. A week or so ago, I spent a day making a Pliers
Making Guide on a small section of 2x4. Each half of the pliers
comes from a 4” long piece of ½ inch square stock. I drilled
about a dozen holes in the board and lined up each stage of the
process of turning a piece of square stock into one half of a pair
of pliers. I also included a novel but effective way of making
the rivet from the same material. It took me most of the day but
it was a good first practice session for me. Another day I went
to John Boy's house and we each made a pair of pliers to test
out the Pliers Making Guide. It worked and I knew we were set
for the meeting. The demonstration and the meeting were a
great success! I made a pair of pliers with John Boy assisting.
We auctioned them off at the end and someone won the Pliers
Making Guide in the Iron in the
Hat. The crew from the
settlement provided our meal and
it was very good as always. They
take good care of us there. It's
been suggested to me that we add
a Family Craft type class, taught
by one of the settlement people,
to help round out our meeting
appeal next year and I'm going to
look into doing just that. Well,
that should explain why I've been so busy.
 Our next meeting is May 9th and will be held at the
home of Merilyn and Mike Luck in Monticello. Mike will be
the demonstrator and John Boy will be cooking chicken on the
grill. Please bring side dishes, desserts, and a chair. I'll be back
to my job of running the Iron in the Hat raffle, so please be sure
to make something and bring it to donate. I'm feeling generous
with the free tickets for hand made items ;)
 Hope to see you there!

John Pfund
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REGIONAL REPORTS
SW - March Meeting

The SW March 28 meeting was at
Crowley Museum and Nature Center.  It
was a beautiful day with about 10
smiths who attended and several drop
by visitors.

 Jerry Standifer started off with a
demonstration of the “blacksmith’s
helper” or “smithing magician” that he
designed and built, by making some
very lifelike leaves.  What a nice tool, it
should serve him well from now on.

Jerry Wolfe
demonstrated
using a jig for scroll making and
Jake, an enthusiastic young smith,
jumped in and
made some nice
scrolls.

Eric Nygaard
made really nice
horse and fish

bottle openers out of old farrier’s rasps.
You know how sometimes people’s
hands seem to take over and there are no

wasted motions?
Smooth.

John Fee,
from upstate
New York, who has been RV’ing
in Citrus County, got the double
distance badge and demonstrated
making a fish from one of Eric’s
horse shoes (No, Eric doesn’t
wear horseshoes, but he does
have a beautifully equipped
farrier’s truck that he might just
sell you, if you ask him nice.).

  Jake did a fire rake before lunch and he made his first
try at making a spoon after lunch.  He’s working on it.

We had a good potluck lunch with enough extra to
invite the neighbors and Iron in the Hat raised $42.

April 25th meeting at David Reddy’s shop in Tampa
we will be making punches and chisels for the auction at
Madison.  We haven’t worked out a site for our May  23rd

Meeting.  How about at your shop?  Keep an eye on your
email.

 David Reddy

NE - April Meeting
The NE April 4 meeting was held at the Pioneer Art

Settlement in Barberville.  We worked on Journeyman
skills.

The May 2nd meeting will be at the Barbershop as
well.  Bring something for the Buck in the Bucket and a
potluck item for lunch!

Bob Jacoby

Road Trips:
17th Bi-Annual (1983-2015) SBA Conference
MAY 14-17, 2015
WWW.SBACONFERENCE.ORG

CanironX, July 2- 5, 2015
For more go to: http://canironx.ca/

Known World Metal & Glass Symposium
Sept 3 - 7, 2015
https://sites.google.com/site/knownworldmetal
andglass/home

2015 FABA Conference
October 9-11
Ocala Hilton, Ocala FL
http://fabaconference.org/

Leaves by
Jarry Standifer
and a fish
bottle opener
from Eric
Nygaard.



BY

Kirk
Sullens









Member’s Corner:

IDENTITY THEFT

While I appreciate Art, the fact is, I am

not an Artist.

I appreciate Music – but I am not a

Musician.

I appreciate Poetry – but I am not a Poet.

And I like to write, but neither am I a

Writer.

Since I can not claim the identity of any

singular one,

I am, to be sure, a little of All.

I am a disarrayed mixture of

unequal parts of all the Arts.

Does this condition render me an

Eclectic? –

An Eccentric?  Both?

Indeed, I think that I shall claim to be All.

If you are going to steal an identity,

be Grandiose about it!

It mocks the sin of vanity.

Clyde Payton

Florida Artist Blacksmith Association
Walt Anderson Scholarship  2015

This scholarship was established to honor the memory of Walt Anderson, one of our charter members. Its purpose is to
further the craft of blacksmithing and is available to any FABA member in good standing.  The award is limited to the
actual cost or $1000, whichever is lesser. It may be used for materials, tuition, lodging and transportation (paid at the
rate of 43.2 cents per mile or the actual cost of public transportation, whichever is lesser).
A letter of application or a detailed email may be submitted provided the applicant answers the following questions:

1. What is your name, address and phone number?
2. How much experience in blacksmithing do you have?
3. How will this instruction help you with your blacksmithing craft?
4. What is the name of the school you wish to attend?
5. What is the name of the course and the name of the instructor teaching the class?
6. What costs will be incurred (tuition, lodging, transportation, etc.)?

Note: By accepting the Walt Anderson Scholarship the applicant agrees to provide a demonstration of skills learned and write a
report of the learning experience,  including  “how-to” for publication in the Clinker Breaker. The next item is not required but
strongly suggested that an article made by the new knowledge be offered for auction at the Annual meeting.
Completed letters of application or emails should be sent to John Butler, Chair, FABA Scholarship Committee, 777
Tyre Road, Havana, FL 32333 or jgbutler@sprintmail.com.
Deadline for receipt is June 30, 2015. Three finalists will be recommended to the Board. The decision of the Board
shall be final. The successful applicant will be notified.

Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA)
is a not-for-profit organization chartered with the State of
Florida and is dedicated to promoting and expanding the
horizons of architectural, artistic and practical
blacksmithing while preserving the rich heritage of this
craft. FABA Officers and members assume no
responsibility or liability for injuries or damage caused as
a result of the use of any information, materials, design,
techniques, etc. contained in this newsletter, our website,
http://www.blacksmithing.org, our Facebook Page  or
provided at meetings or demonstrations.
Contributions to FABA are tax-deductible to the extent
provided by law.

FABA publishes the Florida Clinker Breaker monthly
and FABA membership includes a subscription. We
solicit correspondence and unpaid articles on any subjects
related to FABA’s purposes.  Send to:
editor@blacksmithing.org  Materials submitted must be
your own work and citations of others must be clearly
identified.  By submitting material, you are allowing
FABA to edit, print and post them to FABA’s website.
ABANA Chapter newsletters may reprint non-copyrighted
material if it is credited to the author and this newsletter.
You need the publisher’s permission to reprint copyrighted
material unless otherwise noted.
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#_____________________________________
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Signature______________________________

Your FABA membership begins when your application and
membership fee is received. Membership is per family and lasts one
year. Send $25.00 fee and application to:

Cassandra Garcia, FABA Treasurer
216 NE 3rd St., Apt. #3
Gainesville, FL 32601

FABA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Florida Artist Blacksmith Association, Inc.

Date __________ New____  Renewal ____

Name_________________________________
Spouse’s Name__________________________
Address_______________________________

_____________________________________
City State Zip

Phone:________________________________
E-Mail________________________________
Check here to receive newsletter by PDF______
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President John Watson 850-421-8005 Circlejbar3@gmail.com
Vice President Billy Christie 850-421-1386 chriswoodforge@embarqmail.com
Treasurer    Cassandra Garcia 904-501-9418   treasurer@blacksmithing.org
Secretary    Gene Kovacs    850-539-2345    gbkovacs@bellsouth.net
Program Chairman Kirk Sullens 352-357-7221 kirksullens@gmail.com
Past President Jerry Wolfe 941-355-5615 wolfeforge@hotmail.com
Trustee NE Jordan Thomas 352-478-9580 firebrandforge@hotmail.com
Trustee NW Ron Childers 850-556-8403 Ron@munlaw.net
Trustee SE Ralph Nettles 561-906-2827 ralphnettles@msn.com
Trustee SW   Lisa Anne Conner 813-505-8041  melisandeaubrey@hotmail.com
Editor David Reddy 813-875-2098  editor@blacksmithing.org

WebMaster Michael Kummer  941-345-5745  web@blacksmithing.org

FABA Officers

Florida Artist Blacksmith Association
Cassandra Garcia, Membership
216 NE 3rd St., Apt. #3
Gainesville, FL 32601

Any fees incurred by returned checks will be passed back to the member.


