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Florida Artist Blacksmith Association

PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE
Welcome to the President’s
Corner.
Welcome to Springtime
Florida!!! The weather here is just
perfect to make the journey to the
forge, start a fire (gas, coal, or wood), look at your steel
pile, develop a project plan, and then execute the plan. As
you are working on this project, the fire from the forge,
with its heat, is no distraction, you forgot to put insect
repellent on and realize you are not being eaten alive, and
the sun is not baking your brain out, as you also forgot
your hat. This is by far the best time of the year for us and
we have to make the effort to use it wisely.
Time and effort are two important factors of
Blacksmithing, but I have found an important third, which
is fellowship. When two or more of us are involved in
smithing at the same forge, the joy of conversation starts
to take place. This allows each of us to build on the
strengths of one another and become better smiths just as a
byproduct. This is just a thought as a way to work on the
Journeyman Blacksmith rating. I have learned over the
years that Blacksmiths help each other to bring out the
best talent each of us can muster through experimentation
and encouragement. The fellowship we have with each
other is one of the most important aspects as we also use
this to network with each other. If you do not have a
Blacksmith Buddy, I would suggest for you to develop one
or two and just pay attention to the products being
produced.
Many of us will be attending the Southern Blacksmith
Association, (SBA), conference in Madison, GA, May 1417, 2015. This conference is held every other year and this
is the 17th. FABA is part of the SBA.and will be in
charge of the security at the entrance. This will involve
checking to see that anyone entering is registered to
enter. We will have a signup sheet at the gate with
dates and times to man the gate. Your help is needed.

Established May 18, 1985

I did not see a listing this month of new members and I
would like to say that if you are reading this and are a new
member I am sorry that you are not recognized at this
time. As I suggest with my other writings, make sure that
the new members are welcome and involved.

Be Safe and Happy Hammering,
John Boy Watson

The 17th Bi-Annual
(1983-2015)

SBA Conference
MAY 14-17, 2015
A CELEBRATION OF BLACKSMITHING
AND AN EXPLORATION
OF THE LANGUAGE OF THE
METALWORKER’S TRADE
DEDICATED TO THE MEMORY OF
IVAN BAILEY

Lions Club Fairgrounds
1190 Lions Club Road
Madison, Georgia 30605
Our 2015 demonstrator lineup is
outstanding! Come see “The Wizard”
himself, Peter Ross, internationally
recognized Master Bladesmith, Jason
Knight, applied draft horse shoeing with
Billy Ridgill, and large scale forgings for
public sculpture with Michael Dillon and
his massive power hammers!

WWW.SBACONFERENCE.ORG

Spend More Time Doing What
You Love and Get Paid To Do It
My name is Leslie Tharp and I’m a metal sculptor
working in Gainesville, FL. I started welding and
fabricating large sculptures in 2007 and was exposed to
blacksmithing in 2009 at Penland School of Craft in
North Carolina. I knew right away this is how I wanted to
spend my
time.
My
humble
beginnings
were an
oxy/acetylene
set up in my
backyard and
an old
railroad rail.
A couple
years of eating beans and rice and learning to make
money and I’ve progressed into a 750 sq ft, fullyequipped metal shop.
In the last few years I’ve utilized my different skill
sets to generate revenue with my shop. I create large
public sculptures, teach project based blacksmithing
workshops, and sell forged production work and jewelry
online and in local markets. I’ve diversified my revenue
streams both as a way to challenge myself, but also as a
way to create several financial safety nets for my
business. If work is slow on one type of project, I’m still
paying the bills on another. This has also allowed me to
play and experiment with the type of work I do and figure
out where I am most engaged and happy spending my
time.
I think
everyone
deserves a
lifestyle that
supports their
passions. To
get started,
figure out
what you’re
already doing
at your shop that you could charge for, then get the word
out about it. Social media can be a great tool to show new
audiences what you’re up to, and meeting new people in
your town face to face at craft fairs, art shows, and other
venues is also a wonderful way to learn about
opportunities for you and your work and meet folks
who’d like to support what you’re doing.

When you engage with others on the world wide web,
try to keep a positive attitude and don't insult others' work
or complain about troublesome clients. Remember you're
the face of your business and showing that you're easy to
work with and love what you do will be the most
compelling way to gain support.
You can check out my work at LeslieTharp.com and
email me at LeslieTharpDesigns@gmail.com to talk shop!

Thanks for reading!
Editor’s Note: This is the first in a series
on earning what you need to be able to
pursue blacksmithing at the level you
want, whatever that level might be.
The series will culminate in a workshop at
the FABA Annual Meeting in Ocala.
The workshop will be led by people like Leslie who
make blacksmithing work for them, whether full or part
time, but it will be a discussion, not a lecture.
You can be the greatest blacksmith in the world and
starve if you can’t find customers. What’s your strategy?
Are you living of what you make as a blacksmith? Or
trying to? Maybe you’d just like blacksmithing to pay for
itself (my wife’s dream). If you have strategies to share
or are interested in the strategies of others, write us an
article and/or come to the workshop to share, and learn.
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Calendar of Events
The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community. The regions have no boundaries - everyone is welcome everywhere. Come
to more than one if you can. We hold regular meetings in each region on the following Saturdays of each month: NE-1st, NW-2nd, SE-3rd, SW-4th
except for quarterly Statewide meetings. The actual dates vary so check the schedule below. Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge.
Prospective members are always welcome. Come for all or any part of a meeting, bring your tools or just watch. Most meetings run from 9 AM to 4 PM
and you’ll want to bring a bag lunch if not otherwise noted. If you have any questions about meetings, please contact the Regional Coordinators:

Northeast Region
Northwest Region
Southeast Region
Southwest Region

Bob Jacoby
John Pfund
Shaun Williams
Lisa Anne Conner

904-613-2626
850-528-3280
954-274-4119
813-505-8041

NE Apr 4, Pioneer Art Settlement,
Barberville.

bobjacoby@bellsouth.net
johnwpfund@aol.com
chevaliervaliant@yahoo.com
MelisandeAubrey@hotmail.com

NW Apr 11, Panhandle Pioneer
Settlement, Blountstown.

SR 12

SR 20

SE Apr 18, Makers Square, 1142 NE 6th Ave.,
Ft. Lauderdale 33304

SW Apr 25, David Reddy’s Forge,
3120 W. Burke St. Tampa 813 875 2098
Sligh Ave.

X
Idlewild

I-275

Lincoln

Hillsborough Ave.

Himes Ave

Dale
Mabry
Hwy

Habana Ave

Burke St.

I-275

I-4

have a really great turnout. Please see the March, 2015 Clinker
Breaker at: http://blacksmithing.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2015-03cb.pdf for all the details. Hope to see you all there.
Our April Southeast Region meeting will be held at Makers
Square in Downtown Fort Lauderdale, on April 18th, starting at 9 am.
Hello again everyone and welcome back to another regional
In the interest of encouraging more Southeast Region members to
Clinker Breaker monthly report. Here in the Southeast Region, we're obtain their journeyman blacksmith certification, we will be working
busy as ever spreading the word and working on staging an
on designing and building grates over the course of the next few
outstanding Southeast Region conference. Our February meeting was months. We will spend the 18th working on the design and
held at Tanah Keeta Boy Scout Reservation. The meeting was
conceptualization of a grate and the basic building techniques
attended by Ed Aaron, Ralph Nettles, Ryan Georgieff, Lee Wall, and including riveting and mortise and tenon joinery. We will be doing
myself. After a planning session for our Southeast Regional
an "Iron in the Hat," so everyone please bring any items that you
Conference, Ed Aaron and I lead the new attendees in practicing
would like to donate to the next meeting. The funds raised from Iron
various blacksmithing techniques.
in the Hat go towards supporting the Southeast Region.
Just a reminder, I am administering a Facebook page for the
Southeast Region. I try to post helpful tutorials, vendor information
and other valuable blacksmithing resources. Look us up and request
an invite at Florida Artist Blacksmith Association Southeast Region.
I look forward to hearing from all of you.
As some of you may know, after over a month of work, Dark
Angel Armory and Forge
The NE March meeting ws held at the Pioneer
and helpers, Sylvia
Settlement
in Barberville.
Andrassy, Cameron Baird,
In the picture below, Butch Patterson and Ben Rogers
Steve Rodgers and Amy
McGrotty completed the
stand next to the world's largest dinner bell, fabricated by
The Love Burn effigy, a ten
Fred Ripberger and Ben Rogers. The bell was fabricated
foot tall maiden of steel, the
from 20 feet of 1 1/4" solid round stock left over from the
goddess Venus on a scallop
gazebo job that been recently completed at the shop. Ben
shell, on Tuesday, February
has generously donated the bell to the blacksmith shop at
10th in a marathon work
session that lasted until 3:00
Barberville.
am. On Friday, February
Next month’s meeting will be held at the Pioneer
13th, the Venus was filled
Settlement in Barberville and we will continue to work on
with wood and mounted on
Journeyman skills. Don’t forget to bring a potluck item
a steel platform about four
for lunch and something for the Buck in the Bucket!
feet above the ground.
After soaking the wood with
a mixture of diesel fuel and
white gas, the effigy was
ignited and burned for
several hours in a
spectacular conflagration at Miami’s Love Burn Celebration.
In anticipation of teaching a hammer
making class at the Southeast Region
Conference, I have spent the better part of
the last three weeks since The Love Burn,
and will spend this coming weekend,
working on tooling for making hammers
and practicing techniques. With the help of
Pete Johnson, a traveling blacksmith from
Boston, I completed four sets of hammer
making tools, including top punches, drifts
and fullers and we forged and heat treated
three rounding hammers.
The Southeast Region Quarterly
Statewide Meeting will proceed as
scheduled on March 21st and 22nd , 2015.
Joel Schwartz founder of Schwartz's Forge
and Metalworks, Inc. will be demonstrating
repousee techniques in brass for the
creation of leaf work and medallions and I will be teaching a hammer
making class for up to eight people who will be making a rounding
hammer. This should be an amazing conference and we’re hoping to

REGIONAL REPORTS
SE - February Meeting

Shaun Williams

NE - March Meeting

Bob Jacoby
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REGIONAL REPORTS
NW - February Meeting
Hello Everyone. The Feb. 14 meeting at The Prather Residence was a big
sucess. We had a last minute cancellation of the scheduled demonstrator, so
Skeeter stepped right in and gave us a wonderful show. He demonstrated
making a hummingbird and a swan. And as if that wasn't already enough, he
showed us how to make a nail and still went on to show us how to make a
forge weld.
It's a real pleasure to watch someone as charming as
Skeeter give a demonstration.
Fifty-eight people signed in. A
big ‘Thanks’ to everyone who
brought a Heart-Themed item
for the iron in the hat, it was a lot
of fun. Besides being Valentines
Day, it was also Lou and Skeeter’s
(photo by Jim Warren)
Sixty-Second Wedding Anniversary. What a treat it was for all
of us, sharing it with them.
I've been staying busy working with the Cannon
Carriage Crew. We're making the Iron Work for a Field style
carriage for one of the six
pounder cannons at Mission
(photo by Jim Warren)
San Luis. We've just about got
it finished, the metal work is done and we've dissembled it for cleaning up
and painting. When we get it put back together, we'll deliver it back to the
Mission and then I'm gonna help fire it as soon as they give me the chance!
As I'm writing this, it's just a couple days until the meeting at Juan
Holbrook's in Gainesville. I'm hoping to take an extra day or two off and
make it mini vacation with Suzy.
The next meeting will be on April 11th at The Pioneer Settlement in
Blountstown. Billy is going to run the Iron in the Hat for me, so I can give
the demonstration. I going to do a plier making demonstration and
workshop. It's a demonstration, if you just want to watch me, and a
workshop if you want to make yourself a pair. The settlement will be providing
(photo by Jody Ledbetter)
part of our meal and everyone should try to bring a covered dish as well. I hope to see you there!

John Pfund
(photos by Jim Warren)
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Road Trips:

NW - February 28th Meeting

Twenty-seventh Annual Batson Bladesmithing
Symposium & Knife Show
On April 10-12, 2015
For more go to: http://www.alaforge.org/

Bet this is the "longest distance
report" for this month.
I'm in Judenburg Austria.
A very special thanks to
Jerry & Mary Standifer for
hosting a very nice meeting in
Palmetto. Lots of interesting
things to see in Jerry's shop.
He's always making something
new - A new twist or a new
tool.
Peter Chamberlain did a
demo on a "Joinery Tree" which
is the start of an auction item for
the annual conference. Started
with the trunk of the tree and
made some twists and special
design "roots" as supports.
Then the limbs with various
"branches" joined with motise
and tenon; also wrap around;
pierce thru and many more to
come as the tree progresses.
We had John Fee from
Corning NY attending and
giving a special welcome as an
ABANA board member. Also always nice to have other
snow birds like Jim Merrigan
from VT. And nice to catch
up with the "local members"
and what they are creating.
Good news from Hank
Kuczwara, his knee surgery
was a success and he is on
the path to recovery.
Florida is in charge of
security at SBA. No guns,
just manning the gate. Let
me know if you can help at
wolfeforge@hotmail.com or
941 355 5615.

17th Bi-Annual (1983-2015) SBA Conference
MAY 14-17, 2015
WWW.SBACONFERENCE.ORG
CanironX, July 2- 5, 2015
For more go to: http://canironx.ca/
Known World Metal & Glass Symposium
Sept 3 - 7, 2015
https://sites.google.com/site/knownworldmetala
ndglass/home
2015 FABA Conference
October 9-11
Ocala Hilton, Ocala FL
http://fabaconference.org/

For Sale

Jerry Wolfe
Editor’s Note: FABA’s distinctive solid-gold distance
pin has been e-mailed to Jerry despite dangers of NSA
interception. It is expected to arrive in Austria by the
first day of April.

A very nice lady I know is downsizing. She would like to
find a good home for this (17 1/2” X 21”) painting of her
grandfather’s anvil. She is asking $50. Contact me at
dpreddy1@verizon.net or 813 875 2098 and I will send
you a bigger picture. David Reddy

Florida Artist Blacksmith Association
Walt Anderson Scholarship 2015
This scholarship was established to honor the memory of Walt Anderson, one of our charter members. Its purpose is to
further the craft of blacksmithing and is available to any FABA member in good standing. The award is limited to the
actual cost or $1000, whichever is lesser. It may be used for materials, tuition, lodging and transportation (paid at the
rate of 43.2 cents per mile or the actual cost of public transportation, whichever is lesser).
A letter of application or a detailed email may be submitted provided the applicant answers the following questions:
1. What is your name, address and phone number?
2. How much experience in blacksmithing do you have?
3. How will this instruction help you with your blacksmithing craft?
4. What is the name of the school you wish to attend?
5. What is the name of the course and the name of the instructor teaching the class?
6. What costs will be incurred (tuition, lodging, transportation, etc.)?
Note: By accepting the Walt Anderson Scholarship the applicant agrees to provide a demonstration of skills learned and write a
report of the learning experience, including “how-to” for publication in the Clinker Breaker. The next item is not required but
strongly suggested that an article made by the new knowledge be offered for auction at the Annual meeting.

Completed letters of application or emails should be sent to John Butler, Chair, FABA Scholarship Committee, 777
Tyre Road, Havana, FL 32333 or jgbutler@sprintmail.com.
Deadline for receipt is June 30, 2015. Three finalists will be recommended to the Board. The decision of the Board shall
be final. The successful applicant will be notified.

Clyde Payton
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Top of the Anvil

Junkyard Steels and Heat Treating Chart
Most of us scrounge around for metal to smith. The following chart was provided by Charles
Freshman to help determine the type of metal we are picking off the ground. The second chart will
help with the heat treating of our junk metal.

August / September 2014
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April 1st, 2013

Orthopedic Surgeon, Dr. Lawrence Lee, invents
handle that helps eliminate Blacksmith’s Elbow!

Seen at right,
This handle, powered by a small lithium ba�ery,
senses the �ghtness of the blacksmith’s grip and
the LED powered jewels show green for proper
grip or red for a grip that will lead to tendoni�s of
the elbow. His experience at the Troll’s Hammer
Forge helped him understand the dynamics of
hand forging. Used with no permission
Spring 2013
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New England Blacksmiths

Third Hand
Ted McNett
I saw this simple third hand in a Mark Aspery You Tube video and decided to make one. I was
working on fireplace tool sets that were 28 inches long. This really made it simple to split the tab to
attach the shovel pan as well as slit and drift the tool stand upright for the cross bar. I used 5/8”
round because it fit my pritchel hole well but ½ ” would have worked as well. It should pivot easily in
the pritchel hole. Since it pivots in the pritchel hole you can adjust the distance needed to support
your work piece. The bar in the pritchel hole is about 4 inches long, the first leg is about 8 inches
away from the anvil, and 12 inches along the anvil with a large scroll end to prevent anything from
sliding off. The support bar is even with the face of the anvil.

8 HAMMER & TONG Mar/Apr 2015

Blacksmith Guild of Central Maryland

Contributions to FABA are tax-deductible to the extent
Florida Artist Blacksmith Association
(FABA) is a not-for-profit organization chartered with provided by law. FABA publishes the Florida Clinker
the State of Florida and is dedicated to promoting and
expanding the horizons of architectural, artistic and
practical blacksmithing while preserving the rich
heritage of this craft. FABA Officers and members
assume no responsibility or liability for injuries or
damage caused as a result of the use of any information,
materials, design, techniques, etc. contained in this
newsletter, our website, http://www.blacksmithing.org,
our Facebook Page or provided at meetings or
demonstrations.

Breaker monthly and FABA membership includes a
subscription. We solicit correspondence and unpaid
articles on any subjects related to FABA’s purposes.
Send to: editor@blacksmithing.org Materials submitted
must be your own work and citations of others must be
clearly identified. By submitting material, you are
allowing FABA to edit, print and post them to FABA’s
website. ABANA Chapter newsletters may reprint noncopyrighted material if it is credited to the author and
this newsletter. You need the publisher’s permission to
reprint copyrighted material unless otherwise noted.
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Florida Artist Blacksmith Association
Cassandra Garcia, Membership
216 NE 3rd St., Apt. #3
Gainesville, FL 32601
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FABA Officers
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Program Chairman
Past President
Trustee NE
Trustee NW
Trustee SE
Trustee SW
Editor

John Watson
Billy Christie
Cassandra Garcia
Gene Kovacs
Kirk Sullens
Jerry Wolfe
Jordan Thomas
Ron Childers
Ralph Nettles
Lisa Anne Conner
David Reddy

850-421-8005
850-421-1386
904-501-9418
850-539-2345
352-357-7221
941-355-5615
352-478-9580
850-556-8403
561-906-2827
813-505-8041
813-875-2098

Circlejbar3@gmail.com
chriswoodforge@embarqmail.com
treasurer@blacksmithing.org
gbkovacs@bellsouth.net
kirksullens@gmail.com
wolfeforge@hotmail.com
firebrandforge@hotmail.com
Ron@munlaw.net
ralphnettles@msn.com
melisandeaubrey@hotmail.com
editor@blacksmithing.org

WebMaster

Michael Kummer

941-345-5745

web@blacksmithing.org

FABA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Florida Artist Blacksmith Association, Inc.
Date __________ New____ Renewal ____
Name_________________________________
Spouse’s Name__________________________
Address_______________________________
_____________________________________
City
State
Zip
Phone:________________________________
E-Mail________________________________
Check here to receive newsletter by PDF______

Credit Card Visa__ MC__ Discover__
#_____________________________________
V code_____ Exp Date___________
Signature______________________________
Your FABA membership begins when your application and
membership fee is received. Membership is per family and lasts one
year. Send $25.00 fee and application to:
Cassandra Garcia, FABA Treasurer
216 NE 3rd St., Apt. #3
Gainesville, FL 32601

Any fees incurred by returned checks will be passed back to the member.

