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Florida Artist Blacksmith Association

Established May 18, 1985

THEJERRY GRICE SCHOLARSHIP
DEADLINE HAS PASSED, BUT LOOK FOR
THE WALTANDERSON SCHOLARSHIP
APPLICATION INSIDE

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Can I really be writing a
President’s Message for
January 2013 – What happens
to the months? Seems the time
whizzes by at a very fast pace.
As I look back on 2012 and
look forward to 2013 I have to
ask: What have I accomplished
and what do I want to accomplish this next year? The last
three months have been very busy with many personal and
professional things, so now I must take time to plan what
will be the major items to tackle in 2013 both for FABA
and my own life. YOU ALSO SHOULD take an
accounting of your life and plan to make something
worthwhile happen.
We have some new officers who will be tackling their
new duties. Our new treasurer Gary Kemp will be
handling all the financial and membership records; so
please send in your dues to make his job easier. Kurt
Sullen and Helen are diligently planning our 2013
conference so please send them any ideas you want to be
incorporated and David Reddy has already stepped up and
is doing the Editor job. Ed Aaron is the new trustee and

coordinator in the SE so please help each of these as
much as possible to make the jobs easy as possible.
Once again, a profound thank you to our retiring officers
Treasurer Dot Butler, Program Chair Mark Stone,
Newsletter Editor Will Manning and SE Trustee and
Regional Coordinator Ralph Nettles.
Major activities for 2013 are the ABANA 40th
anniversary celebration at Limpkin GA on March 15-17
(http://www.abana.org/Conventions/2013Convention.sh
tml); the SBA Conference in Madison GA on May17-18
(http://www.sbaconference.com/) and never too early to
put a hold on our annual conference dates of Oct 11-12.
There are also many schools that can assist with learning
new skills.
Welcome to our new members Fred and Kathy
Ripberger. Thanks for joining with us to further the
message of blacksmithing.
Jerry Wolfe

We extend our condolences to Terry Schuyler of the
NE Region on the death of his wife, Lynn Schuyler
on Wednesday, November 14.

Safety Tip: S A F E T Y G L A S S E S – M a k e s u r e y o u w e a r t h e m
all the time when in your shop.

The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community. The regions have no boundaries - everyone is welcome everywhere. Come
to more than one if you can. We hold regular meetings in each region on the following Saturdays of each month: NE-1st, NW-2nd, SE-3rd, SW-4th
except for quarterly Statewide meetings. The actual dates vary so check the schedule below. Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge.
Prospective members are always welcome. Come for all or any part of a meeting, bring your tools or just watch. Most meetings run from 9 AM to 4 PM
and you’ll want to bring a bag lunch if not otherwise noted. If you have any questions about meetings, please contact the Regional
Coordinators:

Northeast Region
Northwest Region
Southeast Region
Southwest Region

Butch Patterson
Billy Christie
Ed Aaron
Lisa Anne Connor

904-964-2499
850-421-1386
561-748-9824
813-977-3743

NE Jan. 5

bpattr@yahoo.com
chriswoodforge@embarqmail.com
edaaron9824@bellsouth.net
MelisandeAubrey@hotmail.com

SW Jan 26

Pioneer Settlement, Barberville

I-275 St.
Petersburg

US 19
I-75
US 301

18th Ave W.
\
10th St.

Jerry and Mary Standifer’s
1808 8th St. W., Palmetto
941-729-6219
Demo by Trez Cole, Potluck

NW Jan. 12
Rehwinkel Rd.

Jeff and Brooke Mohr 22 Ironwood Ct.
Crawfordville, 850-510-3730 - Jeff
will demo. BBQ by John Boy

Tupelo Dr.

22 Ironwood Ct.

Coastal Hwy. U

S 98

SE Jan. 19
Tanah Keeta Boy Scout Camp
Open Forge

REGIONAL REPORTS
NW by John Boy Watson and Billy Christie
On Saturday November 10 the Northwest Region held our
meeting at Mike Bettinger’s Welding shop in Tallahassee. The
weather was just outstanding with low temperatures and no rain. We
started the day with John Boy cooking breakfast on his steer cooker
which produced sausage patties, fried eggs from his chickens,
cheese, and toasted bread over an open fire.
This meeting was a group project planned by Mike Bettinger and
Billy Christie. The project was a Pot and Pan Rack. The size of the
rack was 16 inches by 32 inches. This rack was double railed with
scrolls holding the upper and lower sections together accented with
leaves and lots of custom hooks. We had 39 sign in and about 55 in
attendance, which turned out to be important with this project. Billy
and Mike were able to have just about everyone make at least one of
the parts or assist in the assembly.
“Iron in the Hat” had a large number of handmade items along
with other wonderful things including one brown egg, The tickets
were sold by John Butler and (Preacher) Jim Labolito drawing the
winning tickets. The drawings generated $ 237.00. We want to
thank all that brought items for the drawing and a special thank you
to Mike for winning the one brown yard egg which he placed in his
shirt pocket. Rumor has it that the egg suffered the same fate as
Humpty Dumpty.
The rack was about half complete when we broke for lunch
which was Bar-B-Q chicken and a host of items brought by those in
attendance. The chicken was prepared by two of Mike’s friends,
Mark and Perry Whitehead who are commended for a job well
done.
Following lunch it was back to work on the rack. All the pieces
were fitted and assembled with normal tender loving care, more heat
and bigger hammers. As with anything we construct, the finished
product is beautiful and will be a welcome piece in someone’s
home.
We thank Mike Bettinger for opening his shop, his men for
cooking, all who brought items for the drawing, those that brought
food items and Billy for his efforts in putting the event together.
The pot and pan rack is going to be sold on eBay with a
minimum bid or at the annual meeting auction.

Be safe and happy hammering,
John Boy and Billy

SE by Ed Aaron
On Saturday November 17 our day started about 08:30 and
lasted until almost 6 PM at the Tanah Keeta Boy Scout Camp.
Our region instructed 18 scouts in basic blacksmithing to help
them earn a Metal Work Merit Badge.
William Kahl, Peter Hill, Jan Dion and I were there tempering
our patience. The weather was nice and the scouts provided
our lunch and a water jug.
I'm too tired to say much else. Thanks Will, Pete and Jan.

Save These Dates
Feb. 2, NE Steve Estenson’s Foxwoods
Forge, Fruit Park
Feb. 9 NW Juan Holbrook’s Talca Forge,
Gainesville
Mar. 9 NW Clyde and Vi Payton’s Forge,
30th Annual Meeting! Monticello
Mar. 15-17 ABANA 40th Aniv., Limpkin,
GA www.abana.org
April 13 NW Panhandle Pioneer
Settlement, Blountstown
May 17-18 SBA Conference, Madison, GA
www.sbaconference.com
Oct 11-12 FABA Annual Meeting

Florida Artist Blacksmith Association
Walt Anderson Scholarship 2013
This scholarship was established to honor the memory of Walt Anderson, one of our charter members. Its purpose is to
further the craft of blacksmithing and it is available to any FABA member in good standing. The award is limited to the
actual cost or $1000, whichever is lesser. It may be used for materials, tuition, lodging and transportation (paid at the rate
of 43.2 cents per mile or the actual cost of public transportation, whichever is lesser).
A letter of application or a detailed email may be submitted provided the applicant answers the following questions:
1.
What is your name, address and phone number?
2.
How much experience in blacksmithing do you have?
3.
How will this instruction help you with your blacksmithing craft?
4.
What is the name of the school you wish to attend?
5.
What is the name of the course and the name of the instructor teaching the class?
6.
What costs will be incurred (tuition, lodging, transportation, etc.)?
Note: By accepting the Walt Anderson Scholarship the applicant agrees to provide a demonstration of skills learned and
write a report of the learning experience, including “how-to” for publication in the Clinker Breaker. The next item is
not required but strongly suggested that an article made by the new knowledge be offered for auction at the Annual
meeting.
Completed letters of application or emails should be sent to John Butler, Chair , FABA Scholarship Committee, 777
Tyre Road, Havana, FL 32333 or jgbutler@sprintmail.com.
Deadline for receipt is June 15, 2013. Three finalists will be recommended to the Board. The decision of the Board shall
be final. The successful applicant will be notified.

Tallahassee Museum of Science and Natural History
Farm Days
The Wakulla County Old Tractor Club, (WCOTC) was invited to attend the museum on November 17 for their
annual Farm Days. Program Director, Natasha Hartsfield, of the museum staff was instrumental in bringing this event to
realization. Ron Childers and Roger Bell were instrumental in keeping the forge going while creating interesting
artworks.
Billy Christie assisted with the staffing and we both knew that the final portion of the staffing would take care of
itself and that would be the operation of the bellows. The museum bellows is an over head double chamber with a pull
rope. Once the fire was built and attendance started to build a number of young people, with the permission of their
parents, provided the bellows staffing. They were rewarded with hand made items from the day.
In addition, we observed the difficulty of using coal with this type of air supply when you are a gas forge user and
don’t use coal very often. In short, if you are distracted with iron in the fire and the bellows rope being pulled, your steel
may become a clinker as it gets toasted.
Ron and Roger are to be commended for a job well done. They proceeded with their demonstration and just had a
good time all day as they fielded questions from museum visitors and produced a good number of items.
As I mentioned Billy and I were able to have eight tractors on the facility by members of the Wakulla County Old
Tractor Club, for visitors to set on, or stand by, to have pictures taken as they remembered their youth. There were three
spinners on the facility and as the visitors watched them I felt sure they had to be spinning gold.
There were many other activities being conducted by other groups with us all being brought in by Natasha and she is
to be commended and thanked for the efforts she puts forth in this event.
As a closing note I would like to say that their resident Blacksmith, Mike Murphy, was missed and we all look
forward to his return, when he gets things back in order from the shop fire.
Be safe and Happy Hammering
John Boy Watson

Making a Basic 3 Leaf Compass Hinge with Peter Ross
By Francis (Trez) Cole
It was a great day in North Carolina. It had taken me
about 11 hours to drive there from my home near
Sarasota. Thanks to winning the Walt Anderson
scholarship from FABA, I had come to take a
blacksmith class that was offered through the Roy
Underhill Wood Wright Shop School in Pittsboro N.C.
Night temperatures were around 40 degrees and they
were in the low 70’s during the day. The weather was
perfect for lighting the forge and doing some
blacksmithing.
Peter and his wife are wonderful hosts. The shop is a
sight to see, 4”x 4” end sawed oak blocks pave the
floor and he has many old tools. I had to laugh a little,
he has an air conditioner in his shop. How many of us
go without one down here in Florida? There were 5 of
us in the class. We had coffee and a walk through of
the shop. Peter started out by talking about historic
examples of a hinge compass or divider, sharing
references books and fine examples of well-made very
old tools. Then the work began. He quickly and
flawlessly hammered out one leg of a divider, going
through the steps necessary to make the part and taking time to answer all questions. Part of the class requirement
was to bring a portable shop and tools for the class. With lots of notes and rough drawings, we all went to our forges
to make the first part.
The first step is to choose the proper size steel for the project. We will be using 3/8” square stock. Heat up your stock
to a light yellow and, on the far side of the anvil with no angle, hammer half on and half off on the round edge with
¾” hanging off the edge.

Making a Basic 3 Leaf Compass Hinge with Peter Ross
Turn the stock 90 deg. and, on the close edge of the anvil flatten down the ¾” to create a shoulder. The angle should
be enough to give the blade of the hinge and the leg of the divider strength. You will want the blade to be in the
middle of the leg. A top tool or guillotine tool may be used to improve the establishment of the step. Draw out the
blade to 3/16”x 1/2”x 1 ½.” Now draw out the leg of your divider to about 2 ½.” For this set a long thin 4 sided
taper. Set aside and let cool, then file the shoulder square.

For the second piece of the compass take the same size stock and flatten to a rectangular bar 3/16” X 5/8” X 4½.”
Divide it up into 3 parts marking 1 ½” from each end on your hot cut hardie.

Heat the metal and, with the steel on the far side of the anvil, on the mark hammer down to 1/4.” Turn the metal 90
deg. and put the metal on the close side and establish the shoulder on the same angle as the first piece. Repeat the
same thing on the other end with the shoulders on the same side.

Find the center. Cut about ¾ of the way through on the opposite side of the shoulder. Fold the piece of steel in half
lining up the edges of the shoulders.

Making a Basic 3 Leaf Compass Hinge with Peter Ross
Forge weld the metal together. Draw to the same shape as the leg in part 1. File the inside edge of the shoulder square.
File all blades so they are the same width on parts 1 and 2.

Assembly
Heat the second part with the 2 blades. Place the cold first part so that it fits into the slot and forge the two edges so
the blades match up and are all even in width and height, length will not matter at this point. The length will be filed
to match. Now heat both parts together. Draw out the second leg from the rear end of the part with 2 blades. Draw out
that leg and the leg of the first part and shape them together to be even and matching up. This will give you the shape
of the dividers.
Separate the 2 pieces. you may need a screw driver to pull them apart. Now file the flat surfaces of the center blade
only just enough to take the edge off. It will have a tendency to thicken from the hammering and that will cause
binding. Put the divider back together and drill your hole, then rivet. Now you can file and shape the legs. For mine I
used a regular rivet. You can get as fancy as you like as with the legs and body of the dividers, it is just figuring out
how you want yours to look.
Peter had many historical records to choose from. For me, I just wanted to get the process under my belt. I knew the
frills of filing I could do at a later time. Here is the set of dividers I made during the class.

Peter offers 3 classes a year. It is well worth the trip and the experience to spend a few days with a Master
Blacksmith. His teaching style is relaxed and he keeps an eye on what you are doing at your forge. If you get it, he
gives you space to run with the task. I look forward to the opportunity to spend more time with him in the future.
Thanks FABA and The Walt Anderson Scholarship,
Francis Trez Cole

Florida Artist Blacksmith Association
By Skeeter Prather

INDEX
2012 "How-To" Articles
Adjustable Stand ......................... November
Bells .............................................July
Blacksmith’s Folder
......... ..... August
Candlestick Making .................... September
Chemical Coloring Process ......... November
Chisel .......................................... May
Christmas Presents ................. .... February
Crimping Stake .............................July
Cutoff Storage Solutions ............. January
Gan Gna Bell ............................... October
Hoof Knife Blade ......................... May
Horse Head Hook ........................ August

Jig for drawing-out temper colors. May
Mounted Helper Arm .................. November
Overhand knot/hook .....................May
Post Anvil .................................... September
Safety Tip (Treadle Hammer) ... July
Stuart Hill Joint ........................... February
Tenon Jonery ..............................July
Tong Clips ................................. May
Tongs, Universal ....................... October
Twisting Wrench ....................... September
Vise Improvement ..................... January
Welded Firepot ........................... January

They ALL WANT coal
for their stocking!

Thanks to MABA!

LEARN HOW TO MAKE YOUR LITTLE GIANT
POWER HAMMER WORK HARDER THAN EVER!
Please join us March 22-24, 2013 for our annual Little Giant
Rebuilding Seminar!
This class was first taught by our good friend Fred Caylor of
Zionsville, Indiana. We carry on his tradition of teaching
people how to make Little Giants run well and hit hard.
This 2 ½ day class is a hands-on format. You will help
transform a 25 LB Little Giant hammer from functional but
sloppy condition into a well tuned, quiet, hard working
hammer. Sid Suedmeier, owner of Little Giant, will share
all his knowledge and experience gained from working with
Fred and from 20+ years of repairing and rebuilding Little
Giants.
An old style 25 LB Little Giant will be rebuilt during the
class, and a new style machine will be on hand to demonstrate
proper assembly and adjustment of both styles. All
information applies to all sizes of Little Giants.
The class is held in our shop in historical Nebraska City,
Nebraska. The city has a wide variety of cafes, outlets
(including Pendleton Woolen Mills), antique and gift shops,
orchards and museums. Friday night a tour of the Kregel
Windmill Museum is open to all class participants. Learn
more about this at KregelWindmillMuseum.org.
IF YOU HAVE A LITTLE GIANT, THIS CLASS IS
FOR YOU!
No experience is required to attend this class. Past students
have ranged from age 15 to 90, and from all walks of life.
Anyone who wants to learn will benefit from this class. We
approach the rebuilding process using tools that can be
found in the average home workshop.

2013 REGISTRATION
Name:________________________
Business name:________________
Address:______________________
______________________________
Telephone:____________________
Email address:_________________
PAYMENT
q Check enclosed
q Visa
q MasterCard
q Discover
q American Express
q Number:________________________
q Expiration Date:_________________
POWER HAMMER INFO
Brand:_____________________________
Size:_______________________________
Serial Number:______________________
Please call or email if you have any questions, or prefer
to register by phone. You can reach us at 402.873.6603
or lgiant@windstream.net
Little Giant is located at 420 4th Corso, Nebraska City,
NE 68410.

If you are in the market to buy a power hammer, this class
will make you an educated shopper. If you already own a
Little Giant, or any other brand of power hammer, this class
will teach you how to get the best performance possible.
The class costs $95, refundable up to 7 days prior to the
class; advance registration is required. We limit the class
to 25 participants. The class starts at 9 AM sharp on
Friday, and usually ends by Saturday evening. The
schedule runs Sunday until noon in case we encounter any
exceptional problems in rebuilding, and to answer
remaining questions. The last 2 years the class has filled up
by the end of January.
WHEN WE RECEIVE YOUR REGISTRATION, WE
WILL SEND YOU A CITY MAP, ALONG WITH
TRAVEL AND HOTEL INFORMATION.
Airports are located in Omaha (45 miles north), Lincoln (50
miles west) and Kansas City (125 miles south).

Skeeter Prather outdid himself with his apprentice’s chest at

this year’s auction.

"Gods Of Fire"
"The Art of the
Modern Blacksmith"
A Documentary DVD Film Produced by
Lee C. Payton
LCP Enterprises
Purchase Order Form
Mail Order to:
Clyde and Vi Payton
250 Payton Road
Monticello, FL 32344
(850) 997-3627
Date:___________________________
Name:_____________________________________________________
Address:___________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
Phone: ___________________
$20.00 plus $3.00 postage = $23.00 Each DVD
Make check payable to: Vi Payton – (sorry, no credit cards)
Payment enclosed for #_____

ordered $__________Amount Enclosed

Temple of
Hephaestus, The
Blacksmith God,
Athens.
Bronze and gold
Greek sword.
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Florida Artist Blacksmith Association
Dorothy H. Butler, Membership
Records 777 Tyre Road
Havana, FL 32333

JANUARY 2013
The Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit educational organization whose purposes are to teach, promote, and preserve
the art of blacksmithing. Contributions are tax-deductible to the extent provided by law. FABA publishes the Florida Clinker Breaker monthly, and FABA
membership includes a subscription. We solicit correspondence and unpaid articles on any subjects related to FABA’s purposes. ABANA chapter
newsletters may reprint noncopyrighted material if it is credited to the author and this newsletter. You need the publisher’s permission to reprint copyrighted
material unless otherwise noted.

FABA Officers
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Program Chairman
Past President
Trustee NE
Trustee NW
Trustee SE
Trustee SW
Editor

Jerry Wolfe
John Watson
Gary Kemp
Jim Labolito
Kirk Sullens
Rex Anderson
Jordan Thomas
Ron Childers
Ed Aaron
Lisa Ann Connor
David Reddy

FABA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Florida Artist Blacksmith Association, Inc.
Date __________ New____ Renewal ____
Name_________________________________
Spouse’s Name__________________________
Address_______________________________
_____________________________________
City
State
Zip
Phone:________________________________
E-Mail________________________________
Check here to receive newsletter by PDF______

941-355-5615
850-421-8005
352-567-7304
850-567-6464
417-861-2482
850-997-2748
352-473-5228
850-878-8537
561-748-9824
813-977-3743
813-875-2098

wolfeforge@hotmail.com
Circlejbar3@gmail.com
Treasurer@blacksmithing.org
fernforge@comcast.net
kirksullens@gmail.com
rexaanderson@embarqmail.com
firebrandforge@hotmail.com
Ron@munlaw.net
edaaron9824@bellsouth.net
melisandeaubrey@hotmail.com
editor@blacksmithing.org

Credit Card Visa__ MC__ Discover__
#_____________________________________
V code_____ Exp Date___________
Signature______________________________
Your FABA membership begins when your application and
membership fee is received. Membership is per family and lasts one
year. Send $25.00 fee and application to:
Gary Kemp, FABA Treasurer
11045 Fernway Lane
Dade City, FL 33525

Any fees incurred by returned checks will be passed back to the member.

