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Safety Tip:  Drink plenty of FLUIDS & Wear your SAFETY GLASSES.

President’s MessAge
The DAYS of SUMMER are marching 
on – Some hot and others HOTTER, as I 
write this it is hotter in the Midwest than 
here in FL.   I tell the folks in OHIO; it’s 
just opposite of winter.  They go inside 
in winter to keep warm; we go inside in 

summer to stay COOL. 
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FABA helping Boy Scouts earn their Black Smith Merit Badges

It’s always a challenge to know what to write and give something of 
interest that will keep you coming back to the Presidents Message.  I 
have been talking to several of our members concerning volunteering 
for the open offices and am happy to report you have not disappointed 
me.  Yes, there are still members willing to “step up to the plate” and 
volunteer their time to our organization.  We need some additional 
new blood (young members) as well, so one way each of us can do 
that is encourage folks with an interest in blacksmithing to come to 
meetings, invite them to your shop and let them use your equipment 

– THEY WILL GET HOOKED.

Welcome new members Jason & Jill Roberts from Tallahassee and 
Michael Kummer from Sarasota.

FABA  ELECTIONS:    VOTE – Make sure your “voice is heard”.  It is 
a vote of confidence to those running for offices.

How about a “forging / art contest”?  We will be creating a “theme” 
for gallery items at our annual conference in Barberville.  This will 
create some competition for a prize as well as hopefully create items 

for our fund raising auction.   

  -Jerry Wolfe



NE August 4 – Pioneer Art Settlement at Barberville, FL
Open forges

Lunch: Taco Soup. Bring a dish to share (salad & dessert)
Remember to bring an item or two for the Iron-in-the-Hat.

NW August 11 – Bill Adams’ Blind Hog Forge, Havana, FL
1307 Shady Rest Road, 32333

co-sponsored by John & Dot Butler.  From Tallahassee go north on US 27 
pass the Ochlocknee River and turn left (West) onto CR-270 (Shady Rest 

Road) go 5 miles. Look for a double mail box on right, concrete drive with 
lots of landscaping. Please bring a covered dish to share & Iron In the Hat 

items. We will be working on our project for the annual auction (a fire place 
set). Oh, by the way, Bill has central AC!! 

SE August 18 - TBA
Contact  your regional coordinator, Ralph Nettles

SW August 25 - Tandova Inc., Tampa FL
“Blacksmiths, Birthdays, and BBQ Bash” at Tandova, Inc, 6010 North 

Armenia Ave., Tampa, 33604.  Will be a full-day of classes, family pro-
grams, demonstrations, and food!  We already have woodburning, weaving 

& jewelry demos, plus beginner-smiths classes.  If you plan to attend and 
can bring an extra portable forge so we can teach more hand’s-on classes for 

beginners, please let me know!  
MelisandeAubrey@hotmail.com 

NW Sept. 8 - Panhandle Pioneer Settlement in Blountstown FL

 

The calender includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community. The regions have no boundaries - everyone is welcome everywhere. 
Come to more than one if you can. We hold regular meetings in each region on the following Saturdays of each month: NE-1st, NW-2nd, SE-3rd, 
SW-4th except for quarterly Statewide meetings. The actual dates vary so check the schedule below. Our meetings are informal gatherings around 
the forge. Prospective members are always welcome. Come for all or any part of a meeting, bring your tools or just watch. Most meetings run from 
9AM to 4PM and you’ll want to bring a bag lunch if not otherwise noted. If you have any questions about meetings, please contact the Regional 
Coordinators:
 Northeast Region  Butch Patterson   904-964-2499  bpattr@yahoo.com
 Northwest Region  Billy Christie   850-421-1386   chriswoodforge@embarqmail.com
 Southeast Region   Ralph Nettles   561-747-5489   ralphnettles@msn.com
 Southwest Region  Lisa Anne Connor  813-977-3743   MelisandeAubrey@hotmail.com

NE

SW

NW

Calendar of ventsE



NE by Butch Patterson

 The Northeast Region had a great turn out on July 7, even though it was a real Florida scorcher. Thirty four folks signed in to 
learn more techniques to make a knives.
 I brought David Samuel back again to demonstrate his blade techniques. He held a large audience for several hours. David 
answered question after question the whole day. I thought everyone learned a lot. His wares are beautiful and his style is producing high 
quality cutlery for hunters, fishermen, and taxidermists. He also makes custom knives on request.
 We had a real variety of items for the Iron-in-the-Hat table. It produced $82.
  Lunch was a brown bag as your choice. Jim Rebarr stepped up and cooked a special dutch oven of ‘beans and beans’ or what 
I call it “beanies and weanies’. It doesn’t what you call it because it was doggone good! And with a grouping of dessert delights the meal 
was done.
 After lunch, Jordan Thomas checked on the forges we have at the Settlement. Over the years, they have deteriorated and need 
some repairs.
 I taught a new member, George McGuire, a few basics and he forged his first tool. It was a forge tool with a twist on the shaft. 
George was pleased with his work as was I.

NW by Gary Beachler, John Boy Watson & Billy Christie 

 On June 9, 2012 the Northwest Region held its meeting at Jim & Nita Labolito’s Fern Forge in Tallahassee. The National 
Weather Service had predicted a wet gloomy day with a 90% chance of rain. They were correct but our spirits were not altered with all 
the gloom for there was no doom. Our demonstrator was John Pfund who is the resident smith at Mission San Luis in Tallahassee.
 John’s demonstration had to do with a simple and effective foundry technique associated with aluminum. One problem as with 
any molten product was the rain. It should be noted here that John talked about safety associated with pouring and proceeded in a safe 
manor. He used a homemade crucible with a handle affixed which provided control and safety with the pour. The aluminum that was 
used was cutoffs from different sizes and shapes which were used in framing. The first pieces were placed directly in the crucible and 
all additional pieces were placed on the forge close to the fire to ensure they were dehydrated prior to placing them in the melt thereby 
making a safe entry of the additional product. 
 As the crucible heated in the forge John prepared the steel molds by dehydrating them and wire brushing them. When the 
aluminum was molten he skimmed the metal oxides from the top and then pored into the mold.
  John made an ash tray, a wedge, and combination candle and match box holder. All of the items are useful and if you ever 
have an opportunity to attend a session of this type it will be time well spent.
 While John Pfund was conducting his demonstration John Boy was busy in the rain working his magic cooking B-B-Q 
briskets and ham.
 When John completed his demonstration we had Iron In the Hat with Billy conducting and Evelyn Odom, from Pensacola, 
drawing the winning tickets. The drawing generated $211.00 for F.A.B.A. which was real good considering that we had 40 sign in.
 We thank Jim and Nina for opening their forge and home to us, John Pfund for his wonderful demonstration, all that brought 
covered dishes and deserts for the meal, those who brought the items for iron in the hat, Billy for putting this wonderful meeting 
together and John Boy for his handy work on the grill. A special thank you goes to Gary
Beachler for taking notes and making observation, which were crucial in writing this report.
 Be safe and Happy Hammering!

SW by Lisa Anne Connor

 The SW Region met at the Manatee Historical Village, and had the whole grounds pretty much to ourselves.  Trez Cole took 
over the blacksmith’s shop on site.
 The meeting for June was over cast so a good day for blacksmithing. The demonstration was the big 8 of blacksmithing: 

REGIONAL REPORTS

continued on next page

1.) Tapering
2.) Spreading
3.) Upsetting
4.) Bending
5.) Twisting
6.) Cutting
7.) Punching
8.) Welding



Trez Cole showed how to do each and explained other uses for each.  A short 4 sided taper was turned into a leaf point. basic twist then 
punch a hole in the bar also cut the bar in half the length ways to show how to save time when making tongs using the parent stock 
method. The up set was turned into a ball. To round things off He made a Hoe out of a piece of 3/8”x 4”x5” mild steel and forge welded 
a piece of file to the edge. If you learn how to the do the basic 8 proficiently you are only limited by your own creativity.

“I remember Carl well.  He was indeed a long time member of FABA, and active in its 
activities; including spearheading, construction and furnishing a period blacksmith 

shop at a historic site outside Zolfo Springs; among other things.  He served a long time 
as Treasurer.”      - Skeeter Prather



continued on next page





FABA ELECTION BALLOT
The five positions open this years election are listed below. There was only one individual per position nominated and 
who agreed to run. To avoid the cost of mailing a ballot to each member and all valid members receive a copy of the 
Clinker Breaker, the Board decided to use this media as a ballot. You may return to the Secretary via “snail mail” or as 
an email. One vote per family membership. 
Treasurer: Gary Kemp ( )
Newsletter Editor: Will Manning ( )
                                  David Reddy ( )
Program Chair Person: Kurt Sullen ( )
Northeast Trustee: Jordan Thomas ( )
Southeast Trustee: Ed Aaron ( )

 I would like to take this opportunity to say thank-you to the individuals who said they would run for the open 
positions on the F.A.B.A. board. The organization is based with a number of members who have a very wide interest base 
and it shows when there is an election. Jerry Wolf is to be thanked and commended for all of his efforts in contacting 
members, finding their other talents, and getting them to come forward.
 By the time this edition of the Clinker Breaker is published we will have had the drawing for the four items being 
raffled for the museum at the Panhandle Pioneer Settlement in Blountstown. Thanks again to those who bought raffle 
tickets which help to make the museum possible. Next month I will provide the information on the winners and what 
amount of money was raised. Just as a note here, we know that we are short of funds to complete the museum at this time 
so other raffles will be taking place till the estimated funds are obtained.
 The last thank-you of this writing goes to the outgoing board members for the commitment, time, and expertise 
each applied in the execution of their duties for the Florida Artist Blacksmith Association.
                                                                Be Safe and Happy Hammering

A Big Thank-You
            from John Boy Watson  

Mail to: Jim Labolito, FABA Secretary
314 Fernwood Road, Tallahassee FL 32304
Or send your ballot, via email, to: fernforge@comcast.net
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continued on next page

Thanks to The Hammers Blow for this how-to article.

Dudley Farm Historic State Park is working on building a forge.  A variety of equipment has been donated to 
us and the forge is limping along.  The forge itself is a Champion #1.  While the forge body is in good condition 
the blower is in need of a major rebuilding.  Additionally the linkage between the overarm (missing) and the 
flywheel is incomplete and we don’t know what’s missing.
Even in this rather crippled condition we’ve found that our visitors are very fascinated and we would like to keep 
it operational while we work on restoring the old forge.  To that end we are looking for a hand crank blower that 
we can use while we rebuild the original blower.  We would love a donation or a long term loan of a working 
blower.  We probably could come up with a few dollars to buy one if the price was reasonable enough.
We also are looking for anybody with information about how the overarm of this forge connects to the flywheel.  
We suspect it involves a leather strap with some sort of attachment on the strap that engages with the cogs on the 
flywheel.  This is only our speculation based on the few parts that are still attached.  Reality is we have no clue.  If 
you have any pictures, drawings or firsthand knowledge that would help us we would be very appreciative.
Dudley Farm is an authentic reconstruction era farm with eighteen of its original buildings preserved.  It is 
located in Newberry (west of Gainesville).  Contact Jim Dresser at treasurer@friendsofdudleyfarm.org if you can 
help us.  We are a 501(c)3 non-profit organization and any donations qualify as charitable contributions.  We can 
arrange transportation from most anywhere in the state through the Florida Parks system.

Building a forge, need help -Jim Dresser
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FABA Officers
President Jerry Wolfe 941-355-5615 wolfeforge@hotmail.com
Vice President Charles (Hippie) Pate 850-997-6986 -unknown-
Treasurer Dorothy H. Butler 850-539-5742 Treasurer@blacksmithing.org
Secretary Jim Labolito 850-567-6464 fernforge@comcast.net
Program Chairman Mark Stone 850-668-9527 markham62@comcast.net
Newsletter Editor  Kim Wendt 561-436-8555 Editor@blacksmithing.org
Past President Rex Anderson 850-997-2748 rexaanderson@embarqmail.com
Trustee NE Jordan Thomas 352-473-5228 firebrandforge@hotmail.com
Trustee NW Ron Childers 850-878-8537 Ron@munlaw.net
Trustee SE Ralph Nettles 561-747-5489 ralphnettles@msn.com
Trustee SW Lisa Ann Connor 813-977-3743 melisandeaubrey@hotmail.com

Credit Card Visa__ MC__ Discover__
#_____________________________________
V code_____ Exp Date___________
Signature______________________________

Your FABA membership begins when your application and
membership fee is received. Membership is per family and lasts one
year. Send $25.00 fee and application to:

Dorothy Butler, FABA Treasurer
777 Tyre Road
Havana, FL 32333

FABA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Florida Artist Blacksmith Association, Inc.

Date __________   New        Renewal ______

Name_________________________________
Spouses Name__________________________
Address_______________________________
_____________________________________
   City                         State            Zip
Phone:________________________________
E-Mail________________________________
Check here to receive newsletter by PDF______
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blacksmithing.  Contributions are tax-deductible to the extent provided by law.  FABA publishes the Florida Clinker Breaker monthly, and FABA membership
includes a subscription. We solicit correspondence and unpaid articles on any subjects related to FABA’s purposes. ABANA chapter newsletters may reprint non-
copyrighted material if it is credited to the author and this newsletter. You need the publisher’s permission to reprint copyrighted material unless otherwise noted.
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President    Jerry Wolfe   941-355-5615   wolfeforge@hotmail.com
Vice President   John Watson        850-421-8005  Circlejbar3@gmail.com
Treasurer   Dorothy H. Butler   850-539-5742   Treasurer@blacksmithing.org
Secretary    Jim Labolito   850-567-6464   fernforge@comcast.net
Program Chairman  Mark Stone   850-668-9527   markham62@comcast.net
Past President   Rex Anderson   850-997-2748   rexaanderson@embarqmail.com
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Trustee SE   Ralph Nettles   561-747-5489   ralphnettles@msn.com
Trustee SW   Lisa Ann Connor   813-977-3743   melisandeaubrey@hotmail.com
Editor   Will Manning            -                    editor@blacksmithing.org   
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The Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit educational organization whose purposes are to teach, promote, and preserve the art of 
blacksmithing. Contributions are tax-deductible to the extent provided by law. FABA publishes the Florida Clinker Breaker monthly, and FABA membership includes 
a subscription. We solicit correspondence and unpaid articles on any subjects related to FABA’s purposes. ABANA chapter newsletters may reprint noncopyrighted 
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Any fees incurred by returned checks will be passed back to the member.


