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President’s Message

The spring time has many “Florida Festivals” and
opportunities to demonstrate the blacksmith
tradition, create some excitement with the coal smoke
and listen to some folks say “my grandfather was a
blacksmith”. I have heard reports of several who have
participated and I really appreciate all of you keeping
the blacksmith skills in front of the public and trying
to excite the younger generation of a very interesting
hobby or career. I recently had the privilege of
having two young men in my shop who wanted some “training /
practice” in blacksmithing skills. It is very rewarding when we can
pass along some of the things we have learned. I used the “ABANA
Controlled Hand Forging” lessons as an aid to teach.
http://www.abana.org/resources/education/chf.shtml

We continue to have great monthly meetings in our four regions;
thanks to the great coordinators we have in each region. Please give
them your ideas and OPEN your FORGE for a meeting.

ABANA – Get in your reservations for a very exciting
conference in Rapid City, South Dakota
July 18-21, 2012
h t t p : / / w w w . a b a n a . o r g /
Conferences/2012Conference.shtml
FABA Website - I have had some conversation with
some folks about “enhancing the website”; now it’s time
for your ideas. We have some potential candidates
to tackle the job; now we need to define what exactly we want to
accomplish. PLEASE tell me your ideas or of websites that have
some “neat things” you would like to see at www.blacksmithing.
org
Our new members for the month: Jon & Helen Wachtel; Mark &
Kathryn Hatcher; Troy & Justin Wibberly and Daniel & Jennifer
Schul all of Tallahassee. Welcome. Remember to look at your
expiration date and RENEW your dues.
~Jerry Wolfe

Safety Tip: As we move into the warmer season, please drink lots of water and stay hydrated. As always wear your safety
glasses and other protective items. I HATE to see pictures showing folks demonstrating and not wearing safety glasses.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

The calender includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community. The regions have no boundaries - everyone is welcome
everywhere. Come to more than one if you can. We hold regular meetings in each region on the following Saturdays of each month:
NE-1st, NW-2nd, SE-3rd, SW-4th except for quarterly Statewide meetings. The actual dates vary so check the schedule below. Our
meetings are informal gatherings around the forge. Prospective members are always welcome. Come for all or any part of a meeting,
bring your tools or just watch. Most meetings run from 9AM to 4PM and you’ll want to bring a bag lunch if not otherwise noted. If
you have any questions about meetings, please contact the Regional Coordinators:
Northeast Region
Northwest Region
Southeast Region 		
Southwest Region

Butch Patterson 		
Billy Christie 		
Ralph Nettles 		
Lisa Anne Connor

MAY MEETINGS

904-964-2499		
850-421-1386 		
561-747-5489 		
813-977-3743 		

NE

NE 05 - hosted by Steve and Kimmy Bloom, 13350 NE 100 Street,
Williston, FL 32696, phone 352-528-6508.

NW 12 - Ken and Louise Burns, Tallahassee, FL
SE 19 - TBA
SW 26 - TBA
FUTURE EVENTS
NW June 9: Jim and Nita Labolito, Fern Forge, Tallahassee, FL
NW July 14: Edgar and Jean Chattin, Crawfordville, FL

bpattr@yahoo.com
chriswoodforge@embarqmail.com
ralphnettles@msn.com
MelisandeAubrey@hotmail.com

REGIONAL REPORTS

NE by Butch Patterson

The Northeast Region meeting on April 7 was held at the Pioneer Art Settlement in Barberville. The attendance was 15 members and 4
guest/prospective members.
This meeting was a workday to repair some of the frames on the picnic tables to help the Pioneer Art Settlement. Jordan Thomas engineered
the work team and came up with a simple way to strengthen the frames.
We also utilized the open forges where Doug Brown forged his first tongs. I worked with a guest interested in blacksmithing, Colby Holly.
Evan Vanderloof and I worked on some techniques like hot cutting, twisting, drawing out, and bending. Then he forged his first tool, a forge fire
poker. It turned out really well and Colby was pleased with it. It is very satisfying (for Colby, Evan and me) when you can make an item that you can
put to use and be proud of it.
The Iron-in-the-Hat had some great items such as tools, various woods, a router, several vintage issues of The Anvil’s Ring from of the 1970’s,
metal, a Black & Decker rotary grinder, etc.. The Iron-in-the-Hat brought in $71 and cleared $56 after a $15 donation to the Pioneer Art Settlement
for our coal usage.
Lunch was 2 pasta salads along with Lyn Schuyler’s wonderful baked beans with chucks of meat.

NW by John Boy Watson & Billy Christie (John Boy and Billy)
On March 10, 2012 we had the pleasure of meeting at Clyde and Vi Payton’s forge that was blessed with perfect weather and a gathering
of approximately 89 in attendance. The schedule was well in place, so when the bell rang, Clyde proceeded with the introductions and the overlay of
events; with that, we started.
We were first introduced to the fine instructions of Dr. Skeeter Prather. Dr. Prather is a fine established blacksmith, who provided us with
intimate knowledge associated with the topic he spoke to us about. That topic is ACCIDENTAL INJURIES. The first and most important issue is
safety, along with the proper procedures to avoid the injury. (Just as a side note here, an accident is defined as a sudden unexpected event that results
in injury and or property damage.) The need to have a first aid kit, an aloe plant, slack tub and the knowledge to treat an injury is very important as
we proceed in this vocation. If you ever have the opportunity to attend a meeting with Dr. Prather speaking about health, safety, or demonstrating his
skills as a blacksmith, (when he becomes Skeeter), plan to be there.
Our first demonstrator was Martie Scheese, a new member to F.A.B.A. and a professional welder. Martie started his demo with brazing a
couple of pieces on a broken bed frame, then welding extensions to a couple of wrenches to create twisting tools, and followed up with an arc, mig, and
tig demonstration. Martie is well versed and willing to help and guide any of us with welding information.
Jeff Mohr stepped in and demonstrated the making of a leaf, for all the Boy Scouts who were in attendance. Good job Jeff.
We had approximately 89 in attendance and a wonderful selection of items for “iron in the hat.” Between Billy managing the iron-in-thehat and Lloyd Wheeler pulling the winning tickets, the event was able to generate $272.00, plus Clyde auctioned off a beautiful White Coconut Layer
Cake, created by Becky, that Sally Watson was the winning bidder, for an additional $30.00.
We had wonderful BBQ chicken for the main course prepared by John Boy along with a great selection of covered dishes, which also
included deserts fit for sinful eating.
A big THANK-YOU is extended to Clyde and Vi Payton for hosting this meeting and let us note that this is the 29th year in a row that we
have been welcomed at Payton Forge. We also thank Dr. Skeeter Prather, Martie Scheese, and Jeff Mohr for their passing it on, and a big THANK-YOU
to each of you who attended, which made this meeting such a success.
Be Safe and Happy Hammering – John Boy and Billy

SE by Ed Aaron

Southeast region promoting the art of blacksmithing at
Riverbend Park, Jupiter, March 24th, 2012.

Message from YOUR vice President . . .
If you have been working with your forge, then you know the one day of spring has moved on and we are
in full blown summer. With this being said each of us need to keep in mind the need to stay hydrated. You
can not drink enough water in this vocation and climatic conditions. Be safe and stay hydrated.
By the time this is published we will have had our first drawing associated with the Blacksmith Museum
which will be located on the property of the Panhandle Pioneer Settlement in Blountstown. Your assistance is
needed to participate in the fund raising drawings to generate the money needed to accomplish this project.
Keep in mind this will be a part of each of us as we strive to pass it on. I do thank each of you for your efforts
this far and who knows you might just win one or more of the items being raffled. Good Luck! For tickets and
raffle information contact Billy Christie or myself.
Be safe and happy hammering. John Boy Watson

Florida Artist Blacksmith Association Walt Anderson Scholarship 2012
This scholarship was established to honor the memory of Walt Anderson, one of our charter members. Its purpose is to
further the craft of blacksmithing and is available to any FABA member in good standing. The award is limited to the
actual cost or $1000, whichever is lesser. It may be used for materials, tuition, lodging and transportation (paid at the rate
of 43.2 cents per mile or the actual cost of public transportation, whichever is lesser).
A letter of application or a detailed email may be submitted provided the applicant answers the following questions:
•
What is your name, address and phone number?
•
How much experience in blacksmithing do you have?
•
How will this instruction help you with your blacksmithing craft?
•
What is the name of the school you wish to attend?
•
What is the name of the course and the name of the instructor teaching the class?
•
What costs will be incurred (tuition, lodging, transportation, etc.)?
Note: By accepting the Walt Anderson Scholarship the applicant agrees to provide a demonstration of skills learned and
write a report of the learning experience,  including  “how-to” for publication in the Clinker Breaker. The next item is not
required but strongly suggested that an article made by the new knowledge be offered for auction at the Annual meeting.
Completed letters of application or emails should be sent to John Butler, Chair , FABA Scholarship Committee, 777 Tyre
Road, Havana, FL 32333 or jgbutler@sprintmail.com.
Deadline for receipt is June 15, 2012. Three finalists will be recommended to the Board. The decision of the Board shall
be final. The successful applicant will be notified.

Call for Entries

The Coral Gables Museum announces a call for submissions
of creative functional bench designs to be built, displayed and
used in the Museum’s Fewell Gallery. Six winning proposals
will be chosen. Entries will be posted to the Museum
website and exhibited in a Museum gallery show. Winning
Designer’s will receive $1,000.00 honorarium for their design
as well as recognition in the Museum email blast and press
release. Winning designers will be responsible for fabricating
their bench design by a deadline designated by the Coral
Gables Museum at a cost born by the Museum. Bench
fabrication cost is not to exceed $5,000.00 for materials and
labor; dependent upon design, materials, and methods of
fabrication. Selected benches will be built and will bear the
names of Designer and Museum Donor for each bench.
DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS: 5 PM EST, Tuesday, MAY
15, 2012.
Please contact for Competition Posting, Guidelines, and
Entry Form
Ellen M. Dyer
Special Projects Coordinator
Coral Gables Museum
285 Aragon Avenue
Coral Gables, FL 33134
ellen@coralgablesmuseum.org
305-603-8067
www.coralgablesmuseum.org

Steve Ross Sheetmetal is located just outside of
Tallahassee off of highway 20. Though specializing
in duct work, this is a shop full of creativity &
technical ability. Most interesting to blacksmiths
is a plasma cutting table that is great for cutting
out blanks or parts. A true time saver and
technological wonder. Please ask for Mark and
tell them you saw this ad in the Clinker Breaker.

FOR SALE
Clay Spencer- design
treadle hammer made as
a FABA workshop project
in Mike Bettinger’s
Tallahassee shop.
Set of handled tools
is included. $1100.
Location: western NC.
Bob Dolven email:
bdolven@brmemc.net
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FABA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Florida Artist Blacksmith Association, Inc.
Date __________ New

Renewal ______

Name_________________________________
Spouses Name__________________________
Address_______________________________
_____________________________________
City
State
Zip
Phone:________________________________
E-Mail________________________________
Check here to receive newsletter by PDF______

FABA
Officers
FABA
Officers

941-355-5615		
941-355-5615
850-997-6986
850-421-8005		
850-539-5742		
850-539-5742
850-567-6464		
850-567-6464
850-668-9527		
850-668-9527
561-436-8555		
850-997-2748
850-997-2748		
352-473-5228
352-473-5228		
850-878-8537
850-878-8537		
561-747-5489
561-747-5489		
813-977-3743
813-977-3743
706-850-7988		

wolfeforge@hotmail.com
wolfeforge@hotmail.com
-unknownCirclejbar3@gmail.com
Treasurer@blacksmithing.org
Treasurer@blacksmithing.org
fernforge@comcast.net
fernforge@comcast.net
markham62@comcast.net
markham62@comcast.net
Editor@blacksmithing.org
rexaanderson@embarqmail.com
rexaanderson@embarqmail.com
firebrandforge@hotmail.com
firebrandforge@hotmail.com
Ron@munlaw.net
Ron@munlaw.net
ralphnettles@msn.com
ralphnettles@msn.com
melisandeaubrey@hotmail.com
melisandeaubrey@hotmail.com
editor@blacksmithing.org			

Credit Card Visa__ MC__ Discover__
#_____________________________________
V code_____ Exp Date___________
Signature______________________________
Your FABA membership begins when your application and
membership fee is received. Membership is per family and lasts one
year. Send $25.00 fee and application to:
Dorothy Butler, FABA Treasurer
777 Tyre Road
Havana, FL 32333

Any fees incurred by returned checks will be passed back to the member.

