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President’s Message

Spring is just around the corner on March 20th; and
I love to see the signs of spring in nature. It is a bit
different and earlier in Florida compared to Ohio, but
when you see the red bud blooming, the magnolia
flowers, the dogwood, pink tabebuia blossoms and
red silk floss flowers, it is a sure sign that nature
is sending forth new life. We should use this as an
encouragement to “make something new”; learn a
new technique; maybe even try to duplicate nature
in metal form. Let your imagination and skills work
for you.

ABANA – The conference will be in Rapid City SD on July 1821; plan to attend, there is a great line up of demonstrators and
activities. You will really enjoy it.
FABA Website – As someone once said, “There is always room for
improvement”. Steve Bloom has done a great job on our website
for many years but could use some assistance as we look to a few
areas to enhance the functionality of our website. If you know of
someone with “website skills” and a willingness to help, please let
me know.

RESTORATION – We have been asked to assist with
some restoration work at a building in the Biscayne
National Park near Homestead. I will be getting the
specifics and would like some assistance if someone
wants to assist. See picture elsewhere in CB.
SCHOLARSHIP – Make sure you send in your
applications, you cannot win unless you apply. We
have two scholarships this year, so you have double
opportunity.
Tannehill WORKDAYS – The Alabama Forge Council is requesting
assistance for their workdays on March 2 – 14. They are building a
“forge pavilion” along with other improvements at the park. If you
can assist, please contact Raymond Head President at 334-5141065 or e.m.forge@gmail.com.
Our new members for the month: Joan English of Gainesville;
Gary & Natalie Poe of Royal Palm Beach; Ed King of Titusville; Jon
Hibshman of Panama City; Doug Brown of Hasting and Richard
Lanni of Deland. Welcome. Remember to look at your expiration
date and RENEW your dues. Thanks!

Safety Tip: WORK SAFE – Make sure you use SAFETY GLASSES.

-Jerry Wolfe

I see many pictures where the worker and the audience do not have
glasses. Shame on you for not being safe at all times.

John watson faces the 21st Century
I would like to thank each of you for your commitment and time spent in the support of the Florida Artist Blacksmith Association.
With my being an officer, I was told, or at least strongly urged, that I needed to have a computer. This has been an interesting journey for
a person who rid himself of this vial time taking addiction some twenty years ago and was able to purge the mental files associated with
its usage. To this end, I’m going to share with you some of my journey.
Words, words are the problem; I went to get a computer and get started. I was asked what I wanted it to do and it started then
and there. At this point, I will list some of the word issues:
1. Memory - People have memory; computers have storage.
2. Lap Top - How can this be, when designed to set on a table?
3. WiFi - I heard Why Fly.
4. Air Card - How do you put air in a card?
5. Giga-bite - I’ve been bit by bugs of all sorts, but can’t recall a GiGa.
6. Virus - What antibiotic is used and how is it injected?
This journey is just like smithing, by taking on a project to develop new
skills, then taking those and blending them with your present knowledge to
have a better product. So, if you will just give some time with this media, I
might be able to get out of the green coal of computers.
Be safe and Happy Hammering -John Boy Watson
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UPCOMING EVENTS

The calender includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community. The regions have no boundaries - everyone is welcome
everywhere. Come to more than one if you can. We hold regular meetings in each region on the following Saturdays of each month:
NE-1st, NW-2nd, SE-3rd, SW-4th except for quarterly Statewide meetings. The actual dates vary so check the schedule below. Our
meetings are informal gatherings around the forge. Prospective members are always welcome. Come for all or any part of a meeting,
bring your tools or just watch. Most meetings run from 9AM to 4PM and you’ll want to bring a bag lunch if not otherwise noted. If
you have any questions about meetings, please contact the Regional Coordinators:
Northeast Region
Northwest Region
Southeast Region 		
Southwest Region

Butch Patterson 		
Billy Christie 		
Ralph Nettles 		
Lisa Anne Connor

904-964-2499		
850-421-1386 		
561-747-5489 		
813-977-3743 		

MARCH MEETINGS

NE

NE 03 - Pioneer Arts Settlement, Barberville, FL.

Jordan Thomas will demo. Uncoiling coil springs and making chisels. Make
sure to bring a coil spring. Bring your lady with you. Shiloh Thomas will be
teaching Ribbon Weaving for ladies (or men). Bring the following materials: 3
rolls of ribbon of same width (3/8” or larger) & at least 3 yds. and in 3 different colors, sewing needle, thread, straight pins, sharp scissors. Crochet hook
& loop turner if you have them. Lunch will be Emily’s pasta dish. Be sure to
bring a salad and/or dessert.

NW 10 -

Blacksmith Shop of Clyde and Vi Payton. The Paytons are located at 250 Payton Road, Monticello Florida 32344. Telephone 850-997-3627.
Email is paytonforge@nettally.com. Look to this issue for directions and map;
NW
or call up a computer map if you need to. Also, remember to look for the
Anvil signs. If you have questions or need further information call Clyde at
850-997-3627.

SE 17 - Sarah McMurray teaches knife making @ Florida Fairgrounds,
west of the turnpike (561-385-9199 or mcmurray8958@gmail.com)
SW 24 - Bethany Allen-Ford and Patrick Ford’s forge, 5352 Wauchula
Road, Myakka, FL 34251 (941) 322-2422 Demo: tba
March 3 - Southern Bladesmiths meeting in Bainbridge, GA. There will
be raffles on several high quality knives & tomahawks. Demonstrations
throughout the day & hands-on help forging blades. Lunch will be provided
for a small fee. An Iron–in-the-Hat drawing will happen around lunchtime.
The directions from Bainbridge are: From the bypass take HWY 253 S and
drive 20 miles. Cross CR 374 and look for signs on the left.

FUTURE EVENTS
NE - April 7: Pioneer Arts Settlement, Barberville, FL.
Open Forges. We will inspect the picnic table metal frames for repair. If you
have a welder, bring it. Also, pieces of flat bar and/or angle. Bring a covered
dish and an item for the Iron-in-the-hat.
NW - April 14: Panhandle Pioneer Settlement in Blountstown
NE - May 5: Location is Steve & Kimmy Bloom’s Forge in Archer. Bring a covered dish. Steve will demonstrate slipjoint folder knives and rivet spinning.
Don’t forget an item for the Iron-in-the-hat.

SW

bpattr@yahoo.com
chriswoodforge@embarqmail.com
ralphnettles@msn.com
MelisandeAubrey@hotmail.com

NE by Butch & Emily Patterson

REGIONAL REPORTS

The NE Region February 2012 meeting was hosted by Steve and Dina Estenson at their home and the Foxwood Forge. It is an impressive
spread with the metalworking shop, woodworking shop, and the blacksmith shop. Twenty three folks enjoyed the day.
The guys enjoyed a demonstration by Jordan Thomas of a folded cross mounted on a cedar base. The cross was started by making two cuts.
One cut on the top side and another on the side of the _” x 4” square stock. Jordan emphasized that the metal must be at an orange heat to prevent
breaking. Once the cuts were unfolded, it began to look like a cross. Then, he textured it with a ball pien hammer. The final stage was to force the
cross into the chunk of cedar. Jordan made two crosses and donated them to Iron-in- the-Hat.
Lester Hollenback had forged a new nail header and asked Jordan to check it out on making a few nails. It worked very well and Lester
donated it to be sold at auction. It brought a cool $30.
Steve Estenson demonstrated his Hossfield Bender. Steve has most of the dies that are available. The bender even will bend some very large
steel pipe cold! This machine will bend just about anything you can think of.
Steve also demoed a Snake Pencil Holder. The stock was #3 rebar x 12” long. The head was first and the most difficult part but Steve made it
look easy. Then he tapered the other end to be the tail. Steve curled the rebar on the anvil with a hammer.
Lester Hollenback demonstrated forging a horseshoe with chalks and clip. He said making horseshoes required the anvil horn to be on the
left. Steve graciously remounted the anvil. Interestingly, Lester started his own horseshoeing school in 1965 when there were only 3 other schools
around. He told of an 18 year old student without hearing. Everyone said he could not be trained because one had to hear the change of pitch when
making shoes. But, Lester proved them all wrong and the boy became a horseshoer.
While these activities were going on the ladies were with Melanie Owens making soap of a variety of shapes, colors, and scents. Melanie
donated a box which included rose petal soaps and a bar of soap with pink lips to Iron-in-the-Hat.
Speaking of the Iron-in-the-Hat, special thanks to Jordon, Lester, Steve and Melanie for your additions. We did not have as many items as
usual but we collected $60 for FABA.
Lunch consisted of some delicious homemade Chili and Corn Chowder and lots of good desserts.

NW by John Boy Watson & Billy Christie

On January 14, 2012, the Northwest Region held it’s meeting at Jeff and Brook Mohr’s, Mocking Bird Forge in Crawfordville Fla. The weather
started off just a little cool, but it soon warmed up. We enjoyed a full day with blacksmithing and food.
The morning started with sausage off the grill and a big candle given to us by Yankee Candle located in Governors Square Mall, Tallahassee.
The candle was taken by Jeff and he proceeded in the making of a holder for it. (The candle was in a glass receptacle that was three inches in diameter
and six inches tall.) Jeff started with the base using three pieces of 1/8 in. by _ in. by 10 in. in length. The three pieces were hammered and shaped
then put together to form a tripod. Next he cut three pieces of 3/8 in. rod.- 12, 14, and 16 inches long. With each of these pieces a leaf was forged on
one end and the other ends are hammered and drawn out, then welded together. This welded end is heated and hammered to hide the weld. A piece
of three inch pipe was used to form the stems and leaf ends around while being heated by a torch. Once the stems and leafs were in place, this upper
section was welded to the tripod base. A finish was applied and the candle was set in place for a completed demonstras5io.
Following the demonstration, the candle and holder was auction off with Clyde Payton being the auctioneer. The bidding started and it was
sold for $85.00 to Louise Burns. At the conclusion of the auction, we had “Iron in the Hat” which had a good number of hand forged items, assorted
treasures, Yankee Candle Auto Fresheners, and a doze eggs. Billy conducted the drawing with Lloyd Wheeler doing the drawing and $249.00 was
generated for FABA.
Next we had a great meal of Venison Stew made by Chris and Rachel Wilson. One inch thick Bar –B-Que pork chops, cooked by John Boy,
and a number of covered dish items brought by a number of members rounded out a delicious meal that was enjoyed by all! It needs to be noted that
we had over seventy in attendance.
We would like to thank the following for a wonderful day of blacksmithing:
1. Jeff and Brooke Mohr for opening their forge and home to us
2. John Boy for the Bar-B-Que chops
3. Chris and Rachel Wilson for their Stew
4. All who brought covered dishes for us to enjoy
5. All who contributed to the Iron in the Hat items
6. Bambi Howarth, Manager Yankee Candle, for the candle air fresheners and discounts coupons
7. Billy Christie for his ability as a director to pull all the activities together
In conclusion, this day was more exciting than getting a fifty pound bag of coal in your Christmas stocking.

SW by Lisa Anne Connor
It was a perfect day for forging in the South West. About 15 people attended the meeting at Trez’s shop. I demonstrated the use of the power hammer
(pic). It is a 1902 Champion we talked about the history of the hammer and what is was designed to do. It was originally made for the wagon industry
and could handle a piece of steel 1”x4” 36” diameter rim. Then we hammered out diffident items like a feather a ball and tong blank. Then I got daring
and forged welded a Mosaic billet out of steel cable and band saw blades. There was still time to make a face out of 1/4” plate (pic). Last I reviewed the
hammer making process and punched drifted and shaped a 3# rounding hammer for Harland, he did the striking. All in all it was a fun day. Iron in
the hat raised $42.00. After lunch we pounded out railroad spikes for next month’s class to help save time the power hammer made short work of it.
(please see pictures from SW on top following page)

cont’d from SW report (previous page)

HOG WILD!!
On January 21, 2012 the Panhandle Pioneer Settlement in Blountstown, FL had its annual pig processing demonstration and
we were able to staff the blacksmith shop at the same time. This provided two main venues for those in attendance.
The blacksmith shop was staffed by Danny Willis, Christ and Rachel Wilson, and me. We also had John, Dot Butler, and
Mark Stone helping from time to time. John’s main job of the day was to keep the knives sharp with the cutting and processing of the
pig.
Once the fire was started in the forge, the attendance within the shop never stopped.  We had patrons coming in with stars in
their eyes, as this was the first time they saw real blacksmiths working iron and making something useful other than shoeing a horse as
seen on television.
This blacksmith shop is special to FABA in that the membership has been there since the ground had been broken for its
construction. At this time, an addition is in the planning stage and will begin soon. Willard has done some research and found that
no museum exists for blacksmithing in Florida. To this end, the addition to the blacksmith shop will be built and the space will be a
blacksmith museum.
This note on the museum is something for us to keep in mind as we will need your support in the near future to make this
happen,. Willard Smith is to be commended in his forward thinking to secure our history. More information will be coming as this
project develops.
Be safe and Happy Hammering!
									
-John Boy Watson

FLYPRESS FOR SALE

Norton 6db Fly Press - $1400.00. Comes complete with two counter balance balls,
no table or tooling. This press is rated at 6 tons and is in great condition. No slop
in the ram, threads are in great shape with no cracks in the press. This is a big press
weighting 750 lbs. From the center of the ram to the back of the press measures 12”.
From the base to top 42”. The base measures
27.5” front to back and 20” side to side. The
ram takes a 1” shaft for tooling.

Location: Boyd, Texas
Contact Ron Bedgood
817-932-2514
rondff@yahoo.com

Biscayne National Park – Pavilion Tie Rod
The management at Biscayne has requested assistance in the replacement
of these wrought iron ornaments on the tie rods of a pavilion.
If you can assist please let me know. - Jerry Wolfe

Florida Artist Blacksmith Association
Walt Anderson Scholarship 2012
This scholarship was established to honor the memory of Walt Anderson, one of our charter members. Its
purpose is to further the craft of blacksmithing and is available to any FABA member in good standing. The
award is limited to the actual cost or $1000, whichever is lesser. It may be used for materials, tuition, lodging
and transportation (paid at the rate of 43.2 cents per mile or the actual cost of public transportation, whichever is
lesser).
A letter of application or a detailed email may be submitted provided the applicant answers the following questions:
•
What is your name, address and phone number?
•
How much experience in blacksmithing do you have?
•
How will this instruction help you with your blacksmithing craft?
•
What is the name of the school you wish to attend?
•
What is the name of the course and the name of the instructor teaching the class?
•
What costs will be incurred (tuition, lodging, transportation, etc.)?

Note: By accepting the Walt Anderson Scholarship the applicant agrees to provide a demonstration of skills
learned and write a report of the learning experience, including “how-to” for publication in the Clinker
Breaker. The next item is not required but strongly suggested that an article made by the new knowledge be
offered for auction at the Annual meeting.
Completed letters of application or emails should be sent to John Butler, Chair , FABA Scholarship Committee,
777 Tyre Road, Havana, FL 32333 or jgbutler@sprintmail.com.
Deadline for receipt is June 15, 2012. Three finalists will be recommended to the Board. The decision of the
Board shall be final. The successful applicant will be notified.

NORTHWEST REGIONAL MEETING
By Clyde Payton
The NORTHWEST REGIONAL MEETING for March 10, 2012 will be held at the Blacksmith Shop of
Clyde and Vi Payton. The Paytons are located at 250 Payton Road, Monticello Florida 32344. Telephone
850-997-3627. Email is paytonforge@nettally.com. Look to this issue for directions and map; or call up a
computer map if you need to. Also, remember to look for the Anvil signs. If you have questions or need further
information call Clyde at 850-997-3627.

We have a full day planned – activities will start sharply at 9:00 am and go until about five pm.  First
on stage will be Dr. Skeeter Prather who will discuss the latest on the TREATMENT OF BURNS. Our
teacher will be Mr. Martin Scheese, a professional welder, who will demonstrate BRAZING on ferrous
and nonferrous metal. If time and energy permit Martin will also demonstrate TIG, MIG, and gas
welding.
You MUST wear correct eye protection to watch these demonstrations on welding. If you have dark lens eye
protection and welders helmets – bring them. Children watching must be accompanied and supervised by
parents.
Knife maker Mr. Edgar Chattin is bringing his knife sharpening equipment and will be set up to
sharpen cutlery throughout the day. He will charge one dollar for most items he sharpens. So, be sure and
go through your kitchen cabinet drawers and bring all those dull kitchen knives that you have been cussing for
years because they don’t CUT! Also bring your pocket knives, tomahawks, axes, machetes, and wood chisels
for sharpening – Edgar is mighty good with this.
Likewise, if you wish to demonstrate a craft and sell your wares please feel free to bring your set up and join
in the fun – you are welcome.
We always have a big Tail Gate swap and sales turnout at the Paytons’ Annual Meet, so bring your wares. There
will be a special parking space for tailgaters so come early for a choice spot to set up. I get lots of calls from
people wanting anvils, so if you have one that you want to sell please bring it. We will also have an iron-in-thehat drawing so bring something to donate to this raffle table.
Lunch will be served around 12 noon – please bring a covered dish to make sure no one goes hungry. (And
you might want to bring your folding chair.)
We always have good demos, good turnouts, and lots of fun at this meet so be sure to join us and bring a friend
with you.

BLACKSMITH CLASS

FOR SALE

For more information, call 674-2777 or email: info@ppmuseum.org.

Monticello, FL 32344
(850-997-3627 or paytonforge@nettally.com)

A short documentary film produced by Lee C. Payton of Alphonso
Saturday, March 31, 2012
Jennings making split oak baskets. If you have one of his baskets
The Panhandle Pioneer Settlement will be having a
you will want to have this DVD.
Blacksmith Class on Saturday, February 11, 2012 at 8 a.m. CST.
Al
was
a
Florida
Heritage Scholar. He taught the ancient craft of
If you enjoy hands on experience, this is the place to be.
basket
making
–
utility baskets of the American Colonial Period
Come join us in the art of shaping heated iron and steel (forging)
–
such
as
cotton
baskets, egg baskets, food baskets, and endless
with hand tools such as hammers, tongs and chisels on an anvil.
other
gathering and harvest baskets.
All will enjoy this experience at the Panhandle Pioneer Settlement
He
was
a
regular
crafts demonstrator at FABA Regional
in Blountstown, Florida. This will be an all day event so pack
meetings
at
Payton
Forge
for many years. Al was also a regular
your lunch.
demonstrator
at
Florida
Folk Festivals all over Florida.
Required items: Gloves and Safety Glasses.
He
died
April
2007
of Crohn’s disease.
There are limited slots available so call or email now to reserve your
I
only
have
eight
of
these
limited
edition
DVDs left – there will be no
slot.
more.
Price
$10.00
each
plus
$1
postage
for a total of $11.00.
A $20 deposit fee is required for your reservation which goes
toward the cost of the class. The cost of this class is a $40.00.
Contact: Vi Payton, 250 Payton Rd.
Panhandle Pioneer Settlement
PO Box 215
Blountstown, FL 32424
www.ppmuseum.org

P.S. Many of you know our Lee is making the movie called “Gods of
Fire” which will be available soon so I’ll let you know when the DVD
is available.

Steve Ross Sheetmetal is located just outside of
Tallahassee off of highway 20. Though specializing in
duct work, this is a shop full of creativity & technical
ability. Most interesting to blacksmiths is a plasma
cutting table that is great for cutting out blanks or
parts. A true time saver and technological wonder.
Please ask for Mark and tell them you saw this ad in
the Clinker Breaker.
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FABA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Florida Artist Blacksmith Association, Inc.
Date __________ New

Renewal ______

Name_________________________________
Spouses Name__________________________
Address_______________________________
_____________________________________
City
State
Zip
Phone:________________________________
E-Mail________________________________
Check here to receive newsletter by PDF______

FABA
Officers
FABA
Officers

941-355-5615		
941-355-5615
850-997-6986
850-421-8005		
850-539-5742		
850-539-5742
850-567-6464		
850-567-6464
850-668-9527		
850-668-9527
561-436-8555		
850-997-2748
850-997-2748		
352-473-5228
352-473-5228		
850-878-8537
850-878-8537		
561-747-5489
561-747-5489		
813-977-3743
813-977-3743
706-850-7988		

wolfeforge@hotmail.com
wolfeforge@hotmail.com
-unknownCirclejbar3@gmail.com
Treasurer@blacksmithing.org
Treasurer@blacksmithing.org
fernforge@comcast.net
fernforge@comcast.net
markham62@comcast.net
markham62@comcast.net
Editor@blacksmithing.org
rexaanderson@embarqmail.com
rexaanderson@embarqmail.com
firebrandforge@hotmail.com
firebrandforge@hotmail.com
Ron@munlaw.net
Ron@munlaw.net
ralphnettles@msn.com
ralphnettles@msn.com
melisandeaubrey@hotmail.com
melisandeaubrey@hotmail.com
editor@blacksmithing.org			

Credit Card Visa__ MC__ Discover__
#_____________________________________
V code_____ Exp Date___________
Signature______________________________
Your FABA membership begins when your application and
membership fee is received. Membership is per family and lasts one
year. Send $25.00 fee and application to:
Dorothy Butler, FABA Treasurer
777 Tyre Road
Havana, FL 32333

Any fees incurred by returned checks will be passed back to the member.

