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September 2010

The Florida

Clinker Breaker
Florida Artist Blacksmith Association - Established May 18, 1985
Presidents Message
Jerry Wolfe
September always reminds me of
FALL and the beautiful color
changes coming in OHIO. When I
was "working for a living";
September started the FALL chores
and getting ready for WINTER.
Well now that I'm in FLORIDA,
September does not have that
significant shift in season; we are
in paradise all year round.
September does give us some relief
from the extreme heat, but still must be aware of over exerting
ourselves under any situation.
OUR CELEBRATION IS COMING – In only a few weeks we
will be gathering at Barberville for our annual conference and
our 25th Anniversary Celebration. There are many activities
planned and you will not want to miss it. We will have Clay
Spencer a VERY WELL known traditional blacksmith who was
mentored by Francis Whitaker; also known for his treadle
hammer tooling and power tire hammer. And from Buzzard
Roost Forge of Cherokee AL, Ken Durham Master Blade Smith
mentored by Jim Batson will give us demonstrations on various
knife making techniques. And as always the ANVIL SHOOT.
Please be making your gallery display items and items for our
auction.
I would like to welcome our new members – Joshua & Jenna
Raskopf from Groveland FL; Dwight & Kimberly Angel from
Tallahassee FL; David & Jancine Gulizio from Holiday FL;
Stephen Milam from Orlando FL; Jean-Andre & Gertha Numa
from Kissimmee FL and Scott & Lura Diestelhorst from
Tallahassee FL.
I have been studying our membership and learned a few
interesting facts. We have 26 out of state members; 6 from
Alabama, 6 from Georgia and the remaining from 12 other states.
Guess we are benefiting from SNOW BIRDS coming our way.
Also the distribution between the regions is as follows: NE
82, NW 67, SW 41 and SE 21. So since the NW and NE have
the most people, we in the SW and SE need to call on those

folks to help us with demos. Any volunteers?
We have made the transition to our new Treasurer handling
our finances. Thanks Dorothy (DOT) Butler.
As always, I want you to be safe in your forging shops;
wear safety glasses and the appropriate protective clothing;
drink lots of fluids and work SMART. Remember - DON'T
Touch the HOT End.

FABA 2010 Conference
The FABA Board will meet on Friday at 5:00 PM
The 2010 Conference is drawing near and we are excited
about celebrating our 25th Anniversary. Our two
demonstrators we have lined up are Clay Spencer as our
Traditional demonstrator and Ken Durham will be our
Bladesmith. We are planning a 25th Anniversary tribute to
our Founding Fathers and Charter Members for Friday
Evening. We still need a few volunteers for the Beginner
and Intermediate classes. We need instructors for Beginning
classes on Saturday PM and Sunday AM. We need
Intermediate Instructors for Friday PM, Saturday PM and
Sunday AM. Volunteering to instruct a class will be a
tremendous help to our conference to reduce cost. You
would still have plenty of time to catch the demos and other
activities scheduled. If you are interested, contact me via email at markham62@comcast.net. We also have a Friday
Afternoon demo by Lisa Ann Conner demonstrating
Lampworking (glass bead making). Dina Estenson will be
teaching Basketry again but will do so incorporating a forged
steel handle (forged by her Husband, Steve). Jeff and Brooke
Mohr will be teaching Broom Tying once again (I need to
take it again) and Ron Childers will be teaching Railroad
Spike Knives. Jordan Thomas will be teaching an
Intermediate class on making Courting Candle Holders and
will have the jigs used in the class for sale as well. The
conference is scheduled for October 8 – 10, so mark your
calendars and plan to attend what will be a great 25th
Anniversary conference. More information will be posted
in future Clinker Breakers so stay tuned and keep hammering.
---Mark Stone
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Upcoming Events
The calender includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community. The regions have no boundaries - everyone is welcome everywhere.
Come to more than one if you can. We hold regular meetings in each region on the following Saturdays of each month: NE-1st, NW-2nd, SE3rd, SW-4th except for quarterly Statewide meetings. The actual dates vary so check the schedule below. Our meetings are informal gatherings
around the forge. Prospective members are always welcome. Come for all or any part of a meeting, bring your tools or just watch. Most
meetings run from 9AM to 4PM and you’ll need to bring lunch if not otherwise noted. If you have any questions about meetings, please
contact the Regional Coordinators:
Northeast Region Mitch Widham
386-673-0174
mwidham@cfl.rr.com
Northwest Region Billy Christie
850-421-1386
chriswoodforge@embarqmail.com
Southeast Region
Ralph Nettles
561-747-5489
ralphnettles@msn.com
Southwest Region Lisa Ann Connor
813-977-3743
MelisandeAubrey@hotmail.com

September 2010
NE 04 Barberville - open forges
NW 11 Bo Turner Youth Conservation Center, located on US-19
about ½ of a mile north of the intersection of US-27 and US-19
in Capps, FL. Please bring a covered dish, “hat” items, and a
folding chair. Rob Nichols & Charles (Hippie) Pate will be demonstrating.
SE 18 Unknown
SW 25 Barberville Conference Group Project - assembly-day
on September 25th at the Pinellas Pioneer Settlement. The Settlement is located at 2900 31st Street South in St. Petersburg, FL;

NE Region

Parking space needed:
Given that the teaching trailer is only being used at Barberville, it would make better sense if some NE member with a pole
barn/carport/covered area (5’ x 13’ or so) would volunteer to host the trailer when it is not in use. While I didn’t mind building
and maintaining the trailer, it doesn’t make much sense for me to haul it back and forth across the state. So, if you have a
secure covered storage area, please step up. -- Steve Bloom

Ballot for election of Officers:
Under FABA Bylaws, there must be an election even if the candidate is unopposed. The following are the nominated
individuals for the indicated offices. If you wish to vote , send your vote to Jim Labolito; 1314 Fernwood Road; Tallahassee
FL 32304. If you wish to keep your vote secret, include a sealed envelope with your vote enclosed. In all cases, be sure to cite
your name so your membership status can be verified.
Treasurer - Dot Butler
News Letter Editor - Kim Wendt
Program Chair - Mark Stone
Trustee #2 - NE - Kathy Thomas
Trustee #4 - SE - Ralph Nettles
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Future Events
October 8-10, 2010 Annual Conference at the Pioneer
Settlement in Barberville, FL. Mark your calendar.

Report from the Northeast
Mitch Widham

Report from the Northwest
Billy Christie
July the 10th found us at the Tallahassee Museum of History
and Natural Science on another hot and muggy day in Tally
Town. Twenty-nine people signed in; plus, we had many
park visitors stopping and observing throughout the day.
Our demonstrator was Mike Murphy, assisted by Scott Purvis
and Scott (Diesel) Diestelhorst. All three demonstrators
volunteer at the museum’s blacksmith shop on a regular
basis; helping to keep the art of blacksmithing alive and in
front of the public. Mike brought a bunch of his custom dies
and jigs to the meeting. He has made these over the years
and shared the knowledge and designs with us, explaining
how they were used & what they can do. Mike said if you
have to make more than two of the same type item, you are
better off making a jig so all of the items are the same (almost).
Mike also demonstrated his custom built press, which uses
compressed air to control the big hydraulic jack that is the
muscle of the press. This press along with the different
custom dies can really move (squash) a piece of hot metal;
very impressive.

Senior members discussing
the art; Our newest and
youngest member, Prestom
11 yrs old; and Iron Rose
demoed by Kirk Sullens.
Preston & Mike at home with
their forge.

Mike, Scott, and Diesel have also reworked, rebuilt, and relocated the big overhead bellows, which now work much
better and are further out of the way.
The “Iron in the Hat” drawing had some nice hand forged
items and other interesting objects. This brought in a total of
$109.00. Thanks to Lloyd Wheeler for drawing the winning
tickets & announcing the winners.

Report from the Southwest
Lisa Ann Connor
Whew! Hope you-all are keeping hydrated! The SW Region
met at Jerry Wolfe's forge on July 24th, for Trez Cole's demo
of hinges. Trez made it seem oh-so-easy, and turned out one
set in record time! Ric Feyes and Lisa Anne talked about
lampwork and made some glass beads; they will also be
doing this demonstration and teaching hands-on classes at
the August 28th SW Regional Gathering. (I am pretty sure
we have some of the most eclectic home-made lunches here
in the SW, and no one ever goes away hungry!) We are
starting to work on the individual parts of our Barberville
Conference Group Project, and plan an assembly-day on
September 25th at the Pinellas Pioneer Settlement. The
Settlement is located at 2900 31st Street South in St.
Petersburg, FL; Ross Embry will be our host. There should
be members of the public at the park, so here is a great chance
for outreach!
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Ric Feyesmaking a bead

“Ray Clontz of Charlotte, NC invented this power hammer
which uses the emergency spare tire and rim, hub and rear
axle from a front drive car. He has given me permission to use
his idea to make plans and hammers. It uses a spring and
arms linkage similar to a Little Giant. My version of his hammer
is a 50 lb. hammer with a 6" x 36" solid anvil, either round or
square, mounted on a 2' x 2' x 1/2" plate base. The rear column
is 1/4" wall, 5" square tubing, 6' tall. It weighs 700 pounds
and is about 6 1/2' tall. It uses lead in the 4" square hammer
head and also for the counterbalance weight. The hammer
head guides are ultra high molecular weight
polyethylene(UHMW), a very durable and low friction
plastic. It is driven by a 1 hp, 1750 rpm, single phase, 60
cycle, 120/240 volt, frame 56, (TEFC preferred) electric motor.
A flat pulley, 3.5" diameter, is mounted on the motor. The
motor is pivoted by the treadle action and rubs against the
tire. This clutch provides outstanding control and very high
efficiency. The hammer runs about 270 rpm, depending on
tire diameter and can use flat or drawing dies made from 4140
tool steel. We have made a total of 325 hammers in workshops
to date.”

Preview of one of the Activities at the
Conference
Gloria Corbet passed on a link to an anvil shoot -- check out:
http://www.coolestone.com/media/895/Anvils_Away/

Mission San Luis

Raymond Card helping Trez Cole make a hinge

Notices, For Sales & Want Ads
Tire Hammer For Sale at the Conference
Clay Spenser, one of our demonstrators, is bringing a tire
hammer he builds to the conference but you could take it
home. The price is $2500 but that will be going up to $2600 or
$2700 due to using a 7" diameter or larger anvils, so save a
few bucks by taking advantage of Clay’s offer. Clay writes

Mr. President, FABA,
Tardy but neither forgotten nor overlooked is
acknowledgement of the great effort put forth by a group of
N.W. Region FABA members in constructing a new
blacksmith shop at the Mission San Luis in Tallahassee. On
behalf of the Mission and myself I write to say -Thank You to the State Blacksmith Association and to report
the ourstanding job done by eleven (12) of its members from procuring treated utility poles, going into the forest for
cutting headers, rafters and purlings, hauling all to the
Mission site, loaning hole-digging equipment, and assisting
erection of a "pole-barn" like structure - the "New" blacksmith
shop! (And all this, the "hands-on" portion, in addition to
the $300 given by the Association toward costs in dollars
(mostly for roof shingles)). The Mission Administration
"made an affair" for the opening, with speech-making, Thank
You's, and a ribbon-cutting ceremony, April 24th, 2010,
complete with a luncheon!! It was a "fun party"!
Skeeter Prather, Blacksmith of Record
BLACKSMITH COAL: $35 per 100 lb bag (Pickup only) &
details - Pioneer Settlement,contact the Settlement at 386749-2959 or 386-749-2087 or mail your order with payment
to PSCA/COAL, P.O. Box 6, Barberville, FL 32105.
Accepted forms of payment: cash, money orders, checks,
MasterCard and Visa.
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Walt Anderson Scholarship
As the scholarship chair I would like to say congratulations
to Will Manning for winning the Walt Anderson Scholarship.
He plans on taking Dave Smucker’s class on making
woodworking and blacksmithing tools at John C. Campbell.
We look forward to the article and demonstration when you
return. John Butler
------and Will writes--Dear President Wolfe & Board members: I’ve been taken
aback by the kindness to share and the open forge invitations
from all the FABA members with whom I’ve been so lucky to
cross paths. Everyone that I’ve met has something useful or
enlightening to share, and generally it’s served with a good
story or a plate of BBQ. When my grandchildren hear about
FABA, the distinguished group that took me under their wing,
it will be cast in the most radiant light. Your association-wide
passion for the passing on of knowledge is clear and much
appreciated. I am grateful to be a part of this group and it’s
with the highest level of honor that I accept the Walt
Anderson Scholarship. The dollar amount of a scholarship is
measured very easily; however, the value of learning in a
distant blacksmith shop and bringing that knowledge back
to the nest is immeasurable. You didn’t simply write a check,
you have shown your faith in me to follow through with my
end of the deal, which I fully intend to uphold to the best of
my ability. Thank you for your support.
Regards, Will Manning

#6. BLOWER, Buffalo 12” manual: $100.00
#8. BLOWER, Champion. condition unknown, 110 v. elect.
motor: $25.00

#11. SHEAR, Edwards 7” blades new condition w/extra
blades: $275.00

#13. HORSE SHOE/SCROLL BENDER Electric, condition
unknown: $10.00
#17. WELDERS HELMET Entectic, new: $10.00
#18. FACE SHIELD, clear lens, no head straps: $2.00

Hugh Mueller tool donation
We still have left several items from the Hugh Mueller tool
donation that have not yet been spoken for. These available
items can be sold to FABA members or they can be assigned
by the FABA Board to blacksmith shops used for FABA
regional meetings. If your region or an individual FABA
member is interested in any of these items immediately contact
CLYDE
PAYTON
at
850-997-3627
or
paytonforge@nettally.com. Each item is listed with an item
number, a description and an appraised price.
#2. ANVIL 168 lb. Peter Wright much face & edge wear, but
usable: $150.00

#22. VISE Columbia 5”, some wear: $60.00
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#29. BOOT SCRAPE hand forged, new: $30.00
#28. BELT SANDER 4” w/elect motor & belt: $40.00

#31. POST DRILL Lancaster, good condition: $50.00
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ABANA 2010 - Memphis TN - Pictures in July CB Issue
Reporter - Jerry Wolfe
The 2010 ABANA conference in Memphis TN was a great
success in my estimation - great demonstrators, good
attendance, good representation of book and tool sales
and good tail-gate tool sales (Not as good as SOFA QuadState in OHIO but they have perfected it over many years).
I attended a demo by Phil Cox who explained some details
about a brake on a 25# Little Giant as well as tooling to do
many things - Now I'm inspired to "get it done". Also
watched a demo by two men from Israel, Tsur Sadan and
Amit Har-Lev; great demo of hammer work, team work as
well as coordination of power hammer (drawing two pieces
at once with one man holding each piece and one man
controlling the power hammer). There were four different
demo tents so one could choose a variety of
demonstrations. There were many power hammers and I
know one of our Floridians decided which one to buy at
the conference. We had a good representation of FABA
members who attended - I counted about 26 folks; so for
the distance, that was great. I hope it is closer in 2012 and
more folks can enjoy an ABANA conference. We set up a
"booth" to represent FABA at the ABANA conference

and had many people admire our new banner and new T shirt
design for 2010. I'm sure we will get many sales if we advertise.
The gallery had lots of excellent pieces of art and
workmanship of a variety of things - Sculptures, grills, bowls,
knives, furniture, wizards, humming birds, etc. I saw Greg
Cumbaa taking notes, so look for bigger and better things in
FABA gallery. There was a "nail tree" where everyone was
encouraged to contribute a personalized nail - it will reside at
the National Ornamental Metal Museum.
ABANA as an organization has changed significantly in the
past few years to become a "member organization" for the
primary purpose of education and encouraging the art of
blacksmithing. I would encourage you to see what ABANA
has to offer you. (www.abana.org)
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THEARMY FORGE IN CAMP
Among the many appliances necessary to a complete battery
of artillery or corps of cavalry in the field, none is more
interesting or picturesque than the ARMY FORGE, a drawing
of which we give on the previous page. It consists of a
four-wheel carriage, containing in its various compartments
all the tools and implements necessary for the outfit of a
blacksmith, and can be set up and made ready for operation
in the time necessary to cut a block of wood large enough to
answer the purpose of a base for the anvil. The front portion,
or limber, is precisely the same as the limber of the cannon
caisson, being simply a box about four feet long by two in
width, in which is carried the anvil, tongs, and other
implements, together with a limited supply of iron, etc.,
necessary for immediate use. On the rear wheels is mounted
a box, in which is contained the bellows, worked by a lever on
the outside. In front of this, and on the same platform, is a
cast-iron ash-pan for the fire, from which rises a sheet-iron
apron or back. On the stock is a vice large enough and of
sufficient strength for all ordinary purposes. Back of the box
is a receptacle for coal, which is strapped fast, but can be
removed at pleasure. The whole is arranged in a very compact

form, and when on the road occupies no more space than a
cannon or caisson, and is drawn by four or six horses. The
men ride upon the limber- box, and are members of the corps
to which they are attached, being subject to the same
discipline, and recipients of the same privileges and
immunities. The convenience and advantage of such an
attachment is obvious. Let us suppose that on the march a
cannon, in crossing a ditch or traversing a rough road, is
disabled by the breaking of some portion of the iron or wood
work of the carriage. It is drawn to one side, the forge drives
up, is unlimbered, and in less time than it takes to describe it,
a smithy is improvised, a fire kindled, and the accident
remedied without delay to the balance of the battery. When
in camp a quiet sheltered spot is selected, and here the forge
is unlimbered and the smiths set at work shoeing horses and
repairing damages during the intervals of drill and discipline.
In case of a sudden attack or the necessity of rapid movement
the tools are gathered together, the forge limbered up and
ready for the march as soon as any other carriage in the
battery.
Picture purchased by Harland Fisher at ABANA- contributed
by Jerry Wolfe
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VOLUME V (ISSUE 7)
Old Dominion Blacksmith Association
ODBSA “MONTHLY” Newsletter
This was ODBSA fifth year going to Danny Ward
Horseshoeing
School(
http://
dannywardhorseshoeingschool.com/ ) in July for a monthly
Event. [snip]
There is no doubt that Danny Ward is the best known name
in the farrier (horseshoeing) world and there is reason for
that: --- “he’s good”, not only as a professional farrier, writer
of numerous horseshoeing articles, participant at
competitions, judge of competitions, speaker, having done
seminars around the world but also as a teacher of this craft
for many, many years at his own school. How can you not
“listen and learn” from what he said because he is the third
generation of Professional Smiths going back well over a
150 years!
A few truisms by Danny: What he said and did.
1. You can take an inexpensive $35 blacksmithing hammer
and turn it into an expensive $125 hammer. Most of the time
Danny uses a “rounding hammer” as his primary hammer
because that’s what farriers use but today, he also used a
regular blacksmithing hammer. He wants his hammer to weigh
“exactly” two and quarter pounds. To make sure he has it
right after reworking the handle, he takes it to the post office
to have it weighed.
• Always remove the varnish off the handle of a new hammer;
varnish helps cause blisters in your hand.
• He took a hand grinder and started cutting away part of the
wood handle down toward the head (about 1/3 of handle) to
give the hammer a little spring when using it. About 2/3 of the
rear part was cut back a little to produce a square or flat area
so that you could always know when holding the hammer
where the working part of the hammer head was without
looking.
• Now scorch or burn the handle (it turned black) to help
bring out the grain. Then steel wool it good, do not use sand
paper.
• Make sure the handle is a little warm on the first coat of
linseed oil; this helps soak up the linseed oil. Put two coats
the first day and one coat each day for the next 5
or 6 days.
• You now have an expensive hammer! See photo 2.
2. The bigger the eye in a hammerhead the less shock the
hammer will produce.
3. Always remove the nicks in the face of hammerhead
because removes nicks in the anvil face for the same reason.
I believe the reason Danny is so particular in this is because
he was on the USA farrier team for many years and in
competition, everything is graded; even hammer marks on
the shoe is a negative grade.
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The Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit educational organization whose purposes are to teach, promote, and preserve the art of
blacksmithing. Contributions are tax-deductible to the extent provided by law. FABA publishes the Florida Clinker Breaker monthly, and FABA membership
includes a subscription. We solicit correspondence and unpaid articles on any subjects related to FABA’s purposes. ABANA chapter newsletters may reprint noncopyrighted material if it is credited to the author and this newsletter. You need the publisher’s permission to reprint copyrighted material unless otherwise noted.

FABA Officers
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Program Chairman
Newsletter Editor
Past President
Trustee NE
Trustee NW
Trustee SE
Trustee SW

Jerry Wolfe
Charles (Hippie) Pate
Dorothy H. Butler
Jim Labolito
Mark Stone
Steve Bloom
Rex Anderson
Kathy Thomas
Ron Childers
Ralph Nettles
Lisa Ann Connor

941-355-5615
850-997-6986
850-539-5742
850-567-6464
850-668-9527
352-528-6508
850.997-2748
386-985-4756
850-878-8537
561-747-5489
813-977-3743

wolfeforge@hotmail.com
-unknownTreasurer@blacksmithing.org
fernforge@comcast.net
markham62@comcast.net
sabloom@ironflower.com
rexaanderson@embarqmail.com
ramsheadstudios@bellsouth.net
Ron@munlaw.net
ralphnettles@msn.com
melisandeaubrey@hotmail.com

Steve Bloom, Editor; P.O. Box 760; Archer, FL 32618; (352) 528-6508 or smith@blacksmithing.org; http://www.blacksmithing.org

FABA MEMBERSHIPAPPLICATION
Florida Artist Blacksmith Association, Inc.
Founding member Southern Blacksmith Association.
Renewal
Date __________ New
Name_________________________________
Address_______________________________
_____________________________________
Zip
State
City
Phone:Home_____________Work:_________
E-Mail______________________________
Spouse’s Name:________________________

Send application & a membership fee of $25.00 to
Dorothy H. Butler
777 Tyre Rd
Havana FL 32333

Make check out to FABA. Your FABA membership begins when we
receive your payment and lasts one year Membership is for a family.
Don’t list me in the directory [____]

1st Class
Postage
FLORIDA ARTIST BLACKSMITH ASSOCIATION
Dorothy H. Butler, Membership Records
777 Tyre Rd
Havana FL 323336
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