
August 2007

President’s Corner
Bill Robertson

We are starting into the dog days of

summer here in North Florida.  Patty

and I re-shingled part of the roof on

the blacksmith shop last week.  The

only way we could do it was to set

the alarm for daybreak and work for

a few hours in the mornings before it got too hot.  We also

just finished up a project that has taken us a year and a half,

to add on to our house.  We now have an air-conditioned

work room where we intend to spend some quality art time

for the next couple of months.  I tell my Pittsburgh and Ohio

blacksmith friends that July through October is our “winter”

in Florida.  We are just as house bound as they are during

their cold months.  Patty’s birthday present this summer was

one of those inflatable pools.  Now when we get hot we have

a way to cool down that’s a little more fun then the hose was.

Why don’t some of you write and tell us how you deal with

the heat while working in your blacksmith shops?  (Those of

you that don’t have air conditioning that is--you people that

do, I don’t want to hear about it).

You should be receiving your ballots in a few weeks to elect

the 2008 FABA officers.  I am pleased to see that the slate is

full of new faces.  Please take the time to vote as your votes

are a sign of support.  

Some upcoming events you may want to place on your

calendars are the Alabama, Quad State and our Florida annual

blacksmith conference.  The Alabama Forge Council

Conference will be held at the Tannahill State Park near

Birmingham, Alabama on September 7, 8, 9.  The Quad State

conference will be held September 21, 22, 23 at the Troy,

Ohio fairgrounds.  Quad State, as I have mentioned before,

is the largest gathering of blacksmith tailgate tool sales in

the world.  If you are looking for something for your shop

this would be the best place to find it (I have made Patty

and other family members aware that this weekend takes

priority over less important things like weddings and

funerals).  Finally, there is the FABA Annual Conference

on October 12, 13, 14 at Barberville, Florida.  This event

you definitely don’t want to miss.  The FABA conference

brochures should be arriving in the mail during the first

week in September.  A block of rooms has been reserved

once again at the University Inn in Deland where most of

the demonstrators and instructors will be staying.  You can

get a jump on reserving a room by calling 1-800-345-8991.

These rooms tend to fill up fast.

Those of you with some vacation time may want to

consider a week at the John C. Campbell Folk School (It

tends to be a few degrees cooler up there in the mountains).

Their new catalog just came out and the classes start to fill

up fairly quickly, especially the more popular ones.  This

latest catalog lists classes through May of 2008.  You can

view the catalog and classes at www.folkschool.org  

Despite the heat the NW region is putting together a

workshop to make something for the FABA conference

auction.  I know the other regions wouldn’t want to be

shown up by the Tallahassee area group.  The auction is

FABA’s only large fund raising event, the proceeds of

which pay for the conference and all the other educational

events we enjoy throughout the year.  The dues FABA

collects fall short of what it costs to print and mail the

newsletter sent to each member.  I hope everyone will take

some time out to make something for this year’s auction,

but when you do, be safe and drink lots of water.

Ed Aarons

Steve Bloom

Billy Christie

Bill Robertson

Jerry Wolfe
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Upcoming Events
The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community  Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA) sponsored events are highlighted in bold
typeface.  The regions have no boundaries - everyone is welcome everywhere.  Come to more than one if you can.  We hold regular monthly meetings in each region
(except that we all try to get together at one Statewide Meeting each quarter) on the following Saturdays of each month: NE-1st, NW-2nd, SE-3rd, SW-last.  The
actual dates may vary from month to month; check the schedule below.  Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge.  Prospective members are always
welcome.  Come for all or any part of a meeting, bring your tools, or just watch.  Most meetings run from 9AM to 4PM, and you'll need to bring a lunch if you stay
all day, unless otherwise noted.  If you have any questions about meetings please contact the Regional Coordinators:

Northeast Region: Ken Knight (352)-339-0629 Ironken@aol.com

Northwest Region: Billy Christie (850) 421-1386 chriswoodforge@earthlink.net

Southeast Region: Ed Aaron (561) 748-9824 EdandMickieAaron@aol.com

Southwest Region: Jerry Wolfe (941) 355-5615 wolfeforge@juno.com

NE-Aug 04

NW-Aug 11

SW-Aug 25

August 2007

NE 04 Barberville - Open forges

NW 11 Mike Bettinger’s Welding, Tallahassee - cast iron pour scheduled!

SE 18 Boy Scout Camp: info from The 2004 Conference  will get you there.-New path: from I-95 exit go east onto

Indiantown Rd, go north (left) onto Island Way (1st traffic light). Stay on it until it ends at Country Club

Dr-go left--It ends at the entrance to Boy Scout Camp. 

SW  25 Wolfe’s Forge
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Current Events

Future  Events

SE until further notice - Boy Scout camp

NW Sep 08 Skeeter & Lou Prather’s shop in Tallahassee,

FL

NW Oct  Annual Conference in Barberville, FL

Report from the Northwest

Billy Christie

The NW Region of FABA met on June 9, 2007 at Rob &

Valynda Nichols’ shop outside of Monticello, FL.  It was a hot

and sunny day in the rolling hills of North Florida.  

Rob was our main demonstrator and he started off by making a

12” candle holder complete with a forged weld and a basket

twist in the stem.  Nice job!  Next, he forged out a horseshoe

from a piece of flat stock and explained all the different parts of

a shoe and how they help the horse by correcting foot problems

or to do different jobs.  Rob was a veterinarian tetch for a year

before he became a full time farrier/blacksmith. He had many

different types of horseshoes to help explain the differences.

One thing that I learned was that there is a pritchel punch for

punching the square hole in the shoe where the horseshoe nails

go through to attach to the hoof.  You use the pritchel punch

over the pritchel hole in the anvil and Rob uses bees wax to cool

the punch which is made from S-7 tool steel.  Rob received a

standing ovation after the horseshoe demonstration. Rob’s

demonstration was very interesting.

The “Iron In The Hat” brought in $76.00 with Lloyd Wheeler

drawing the lucky winning numbers.  Thanks to Valynda and

her helpers for the scrumptious spaghetti lunch and also for all

the wonderful covered dishes and desserts.  

After lunch, Ron Childers demonstrated how to make a heart on

a stand from a railroad spike, then he made a miniature spoon

and knife that looked great.

As usual, it was an educational and enjoyable meeting.  Don’t

forget that we are going to have an “Iron Pour” at the August

11th meeting at Mike Bettinger’s Welding Shop which is

located at 3440 Garber Drive in Tallahassee, FL.  Please bring

your “Iron In The Hat” items and a covered dish.  As always,

this will be another fun filled, educational, and informative

meeting.  Happy Hammering!  :)

Report from the Southeast

Ed Aaron

I didn't attend the monthly meeting for June. We've been trying

to have enough instructors at the Boy Scout Camp-Tanah Keeta

which proves difficult.  I usually call Monday of each week for

an estimate of how many Scouts want to try for their Metalwork

Merit Badge and it is usually more than we can instruct. The

first 2 weeks was an overload for us, but a lot less Scouts

showed up than were registered during the 3rd week. One more

week left.

Sue Lampert helped out 1 day for the first 2 weeks.. Sarah

McMurray helped out  and Don Shedlock is helping out 1 day

for all 4 weeks.

 

Our July meeting will be held at the Camp. Hopefully we will

have some coal before then.. Ralph Nettles is trying to get

some at Barberville this week.. 

 

We need some new blood or get our old blood pumping

harder.. anyone have any IDEAS for meetings or projects or

anything that will create more interest - let me know. 

Probably some cool weather would help.

Report from the Southwest

Jerry Wolfe

The June 23rd

meeting was held

at Wolfe Forge.

We had fourteen in

attendance with

four visitors from

R i n g l i n g  A r t

School. The demo

item was a small

historical anchor.

T he  inspiration

came from the

demo at Madison

by  Corrina

M ensoff and

the sculpture

project.  The

a n c h o r  w a s

made from a

5/8" square bar

o f  " P U R E

I R O N "  a n d

s o m e  o l d

wrought iron

obtained in the

Tarpon Springs

bay.  The forge

welding proved

to be a bit more

difficult than expected.

More practice needed.

The day was HOT and

proved the old adage -

drink lots of water.

Before the main demo,

Trez Cole demonstrated

making a letter opener

including forge welding.

 HELP NEEDED - Who

would like to host the

S e p t e m b e r  2 2 n d

meeting?

Anchor project (not just a fluke)

Grill at the Ringling Museum

Trez Cole at work
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OCTOBER CONFERENCE – PROGRESS REPORT

2007 ANNUAL CONFERENCE -  Update

 Clyde Payton, Program Chair

FABA’S 2007 Annual Conference will be held at the Pioneer

Settlement in Barberville, Florida on Friday, Saturday, and

Sunday October 12, 13, & 14, 2007.

The Demonstrators and Blacksmithing Classes and Teachers,

have now been finalized.  Additionally we will have five craft

classes – broom making, chain-maille & glass bead jewelry,

copper flowers, railroad spike art, and macramé weaving.  

We will have a gallery exhibit for your special pieces.  So, be

sure to make an exhibit piece – a cash prize will be given to the

exhibitor who wins the “People’s Choice” vote.

Each of the four regions has been asked to make one or more

regional projects to donate to the auction.  Ask your regional

program coordinator how you can help with your region’s

project.  The auction will be Saturday evening – Tim Ryan will

again be our auctioneer.  He alone is “one heck of a show”!

Don’t miss the auction!  Be sure to bring something to donate

to the auction.  This is the main way FABA meets operational

expenses.  Tim will also do the traditional anvil shoot.  

The one big attraction at this annual conference is the “tail gate

sales” area – so bring your blacksmith related tools and supplies

to sell or trade  There is no charge for this, but you do have to

be registered for the conference in order to sell your stuff.

The iron-in-the-hat raffle will be held on Saturday at noon.

This is always a fun event – tickets are 6 for $5.00.  Please

bring something to donate to this table.  Don’t forget the

children - this time donate something that will appeal to the

kids.  

All meals will be catered on site.  You will have an

opportunity to buy your ticket for the buffet Saturday night

dinner in your pre-registration package.  This is the only buffet

meal – all other meals are menu ordered and pay when served.

Saturday night buffet dinner tickets are only $5.00 each!

Non-denominational chapel service will be at the Church

starting at 

8:00 a.m. on Sunday morning.  Blue Grass Gospel music will

be featured.  You are welcome to attend – bring the whole

family.

A conference brochure and pre-registration form will be sent

out to you about 1 month before conference time.  It would

help tremendously if you could pre-register for the conference

– rather than waiting for “rush hour” to register on site.  Motel

information will be in this brochure.

Now for a very important NOTE – we have a very narrow

“window” of time for setting up the conference.  The only time

we have is on Thursday from 2 p.m. until dusk.  We can’t wait

until Friday morning to start setting up as the conference starts

Friday at 9:00 a.m.!   So, if you possibly can, please be there

by 2:00 p.m. on Thursday to help us set up.  
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Portable Blacksmithing - Another
Oxymoron
Steve Bloom

Once upon a time, I did (before retirement and reason occurred)

a lot of demonstrating and got really tired of loading, unloading,

forgetting critical items.  At the time, I had a full-size van (and

a decent back), so I decided to build a portable forge and bench

system under the premise that it’s a whole lot harder to forget a

couple of big items than a couple of hundred little items.

First the forge.  I

wanted a light,

wheeled unit that

s o m e h o w

w r a p p e d

t o g e t h e r  a

blower, a blower

stand, a tool

rack, a coal bin

(or at least a

l o c a t i o n  f o r

one), a forge

pot, a small

work deck, a

t h i r d - m a n ,  a

sm o k e  h o o d ,

and, of course, a

r u s t - r e s i s t a n t

finish.While I’m

at it, why not

make it levelable, small to store, and big when set up?.  What I

came up with is shown here.

The basic material is light, hollow square tubing (apprx 3/4"),

welded into a ‘Tea-table’  36" high by 24" long  & and 24"

deep. The wheels were home-made units (bits of pipe, bits of

round stock, long thin strap of steel) but if I could have found

some old light metal ones, I would have snapped those puppies

up. The deck is a framework of 3/4" x 1/8" angle iron

supporting a really thin stainless steel sheet. The forge pot is

a stainless steel unit made from 1/8" material (way too thin, I

later discovered) with a couple of pieces of 3" pipe to form the

ash-dump/tuyere area. Note the grill hanging from the deck

(near the wheels), the pipe at the rear, and all the stuff under

the pot.  Wait, Grasshopper, all will be clear soon.

To move the beast, there is a handle   ( A ) telescoped into the

edge of the deck opposite the grill. The handle is a square “U”

of tubing welded together. Slightly larger tubing forms  sleeves

for the handle and run left to right in front of and behind the

pot, i.e., they double as deck support. When the handle is

pulled out, a pair of holes in the handle align with holes in the

deck and the sleeves, so that a couple of pins (actually old

wood spade bits turned into screwdrivers) can lock the handle

into the unit. You then just lift up on the handle to get the legs

opposite the wheels off the ground and roll it away. If you look

closely, those legs are actually telescopic and can be moved up

and down to make rolling easier and also to allow leveling on

uneven ground.  Stuffed into the rear of the deck is another

handle-like unit  ( B ) that has a couple of stubs welded to the

upper surface. The Champion 400 blower ( C ) travels on the

lower deck and has a replacement mount that features a couple

of sockets that match those stubs and a piece of pipe that

sleeves over the blower leg ( D ) (which is slipped into a pair

of rings on the rear when in travel mode). 

When it’s time to set up (letters now apply to the picture

below) , the handle is pulled out of the sleeves , the grill is

swung up, and the handle slides into the sleeves from the other

side of the forge ( G ) to act as the support for the grill ( F ).

The grill is lowered and it’s ready for tools.  The blower

support slides into the original location of the handle and  is

pinned in place. The blower support leg ( B ) is slipped into

the pipe on the bottom of the blower mount, and the whole unit

is dropped ( A )  into place over the stubs. There are set screws

on the blower support pipe and sockets to allow the system to

be locked down so that there isn’t any wiggle when turning the

blower.  A flex pipe (3" aluminum dryer hose) ( C ) connects

Forge - closed for storage

Forge - starting to open Forge - ready to use
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the blower to the pot. One end if the pipe is a simple sleeve for

the tuyere end and the other is a wrap-around piece of light

leather. The leather slips over the mouth of the blower and is

held in place with a radiator clamp. A “third man” ( E ) lives in

the front edge. In travel mode, it has a flange that protrudes up

and keeps loose coal

from falling off the forge

deck. In use mode, the

“third man” is flipped

over and now is level

with the deck. It has 18"

legs, so it can be slipped

out to support long

stock. Also living on the

lower deck is a four-part

smoke hood (made of

light stainless). The rear

wall ( A ) has four clips

riveted to it and these

hold the side walls (B)

which slide into those

clips.  When assembled,

the three walls then support the hood ( H ).  The area where the

hood used to live (also marked ‘H’ ) is now available for a

wood box full of coal and the slack tub (made from an old nail

keg and a 5-gallon white bucket) can live under the grill as ( J

). This also allows the user to occasionally drop tools into the

water. It’s a good idea to paint the hood pieces - stainless steel

walls plus a forge fire makes a pretty effective reflector oven.

The hood had a wood stove pipe socket riveted to the upper

surface and a couple of 6" x 36" stove pipes and adjustable

elbows completed the assembly. If support was available, I

would rig the pipes and the smoke exited 8' over my head and

outside of the canopy I used.  In travel mode, everything fit on

the lower shelf and was held in place with a couple of bungee

cords.  

The only complaint I had was the pot itself - too thin (it would

glow when in use), too deep and not broad enough. If I was to

redo it, I would just use the dimensions of a normal pot. Even

given the thin walls, it has stood up to years of use.

The next problem was what to do with the anvil, the post vise,

and all the stuff we just have to have when forging.  That

required a traveling bench. The bench is  36" long, 21" wide

(at the base) and 22" tall. It was made from 2x6" planks. The

leg assemblies are supported at the top by a pair of cross ties

(2x4's) and are tied together at the base by additional cross-

ties. The work deck is screwed to the upper cross-ties.  Hinged

to the rear of the bench is a post (~ 6" square) that supports the

post-vise ( D ).  In travel mode, the post swings down onto the

deck and is secured with a strap. Note the anvil position at the

front of the deck ( A ).  I used additional planks to raise the

anvil to where I wanted it and then carved a couple of blocks

of wood to match the upper surface of the anvil’s feet.  Those

blocks are held in place by a couple of bolts and wing nuts.

The wheels are welded to an axle which is held onto the front

of the bench by a couple of hooks (opening downward).  In

travel mode, you pick up the end of the post and wheel the unit

around like a wheelbarrow.  

In use mode, the post is pushed down to the ground, the wheels

drop out of the hooks, the bench is lowered onto all four feet,

and the post is swung up.  There is a “U” strap that locks the

post in the upright position but typically, the mass of the

system does that nicely. The wheel assembly (F) can double as

a tong rack. The deck (E) has holes to hold a chisel, a hold-

down, a brush, etc. The space between the legs and under the

deck was covered with thin plywood and turned into a tool

chest.  I also added a pull out drawer at the top of the chest to

hold all of that little stuff (like matches, chalk, rivets, etc.).

I rigged a couple of 2x8 planks and some scrap steel to form

a quicky ramp and would wheel both the bench and forge into

my van. If I then  remembered to toss in the slack tub, the anvil

and a bag of coal, I was good to go.

The take-home message is that you can build an inexpensive,

reasonably mobile setup. Look for big, light wheels, collect

hollow tubing and scrap stainless, and who knows, you might

like to demonstrate!

Bench in travel mode
Bench in use mode
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The Florida Artist Blacksmith Association(FABA)  is a 501(c)(3) non-profit educational organization whose purposes are to teach, promote, and
preserve the art of blacksmithing.  Contributions are tax-deductible to the extent provided by law.  FABA publishes the Florida Clinker Breaker
monthly, and FABA membership includes a subscription.  We solicit correspondence and unpaid articles on any subjects related to FABA’s
purposes.  ABANA chapter newsletters may reprint non-copyrighted material if it is credited to the author and this newsletter.  You need the
publisher’s permission to reprint copyrighted material unless otherwise noted.

FABA Officers
President  Bill Robertson 850-668-2876 applecrossforge@nettally.com

Vice President Jeff Mohr 850-926-4448 mockingbirdforge@peoplepc.com

Treasurer Juan Holbrook 352-374-8888 juanylindagrace@aol.com

Secretary Anne Reynolds 561-793-2452 ARAReynolds@aol.com

Program Chairman Clyde Payton 850-997-3627 paytonforge@nettally.com

Newsletter Editor Steve Bloom 352-528-6508 sab@ironflower.com

Past President –see Prez above – 2  termnd

Trustee NE Tom Kennedy  407-469-3899 burninghandforge@hotmail.com

Trustee NW Ron Childers 850-878-8537 munlaw2@hcsmail.com

Trustee SE Keith Andrews 863-983-8513 -unknown-

TrusteeSW Jerry Wolfe 941-355-5615 wolfeforge@juno.com

The Florida  Clinker Breaker
FLORIDA ARTIST BLACKSMITH ASSOCIATION

Juan Holbrook, Membership Records
6418 NW 97 Court
Gainesville, FL 32653

Steve Bloom, Editor; P.O. Box 760; Archer, FL 32618-0760; (352) 528-6508 or smith@blacksmithing.org; http://www.blacksmithing.org
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