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President’s Corner
Bill Robertson

It is with great sadness that I

report the passing of way too

many of our FABA members,

Mike Sluss, Melinda Sluss, Tom

Winterhalter and Ray Roberts.

Ray served as our President

during the 1996-1997 term and

was the only FABA President I

know of that made a commitment to attend every regional

meeting throughout the State during his tenure.  Mike and

Melinda were active NE region members who perished in

their home when a tornado swept through their area in early

February.  Tom was a long time Ohio blacksmith member

who recently moved to the SW region.  For more information

about their lives and their memorials please see the articles

submitted by their friends in this issue.  Tim Ryan (the

auctioneer at our FABA conferences) started a nice tradition

at the Southern Blacksmith Association conference that takes

place in Madison, Georgia every two years.  A quiet moment

is observed and recognition is given to our fellow smiths from

the seven participating guilds that have passed away.  This is

followed by the anvil shoot to help insure they all get headed

in the right direction.  The Madison conference will be held

this year, May 17–19, at the Lions Club Fairgrounds in

Madison, Georgia.

I am very pleased this month to report that we have

candidates for all of the upcoming 2008 board positions.

Please excuse the confusion I may have created in last months

issue as I believe I ranted about the need for 2007 volunteers

when I meant 2008.  But hey, it worked.  I won’t mention the

candidate’s names just yet as l hope additional members will

step forward.  I should mention that four out of the five

candidates are from the NW region.  I have heard some

grumblings over the years of “those people in the NW that

rule FABA”.  I believe there can only be one way that

happens.

  

All of the current candidates have agreed, even though they

know they may not get elected, to learn what the positions

involve and be mentored by the current officers.  This is the

way it should work.  We are now trying to establish this

philosophy for the FABA conference jobs.  Recognizing

the extent that some of the conference jobs entail, the board

of directors, at the October 2006 meeting, voted to wave

the registration fee this year for conference volunteers

whose duties span a day and prevent them from viewing the

demonstrations.

In closing I would like to take a minute to recognize and

thank some of the FABA volunteers who, working behind

the scenes, don’t receive the amount of appreciation and

thanks they deserve; John and Dot Butler who have been

working tirelessly on putting together this year’s Madison

conference, Jeff Mohr who is organizing the special project

for the event, Skeeter Prather for chairing yet another year

on the scholarship and awards committee as well as being

our chapter historian and the countless other tasks he takes

on , Steve Bloom for putting out this great newsletter every

month (with little input to work from), to our regional

coordinators who organize and oversee our meetings every

month and to the rest I can’t name here because Patty hates

my run-on sentences and I think this one is close to

approaching a new record.

Ed Aarons

Steve Bloom

Ron Childers

Billy Christie

Ed Harris

Ken Knight

Clyde Payton

Bill Robertson

Jerry Wolfe
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Upcoming Events
The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community.  Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA) sponsored events are highlighted in bold
typeface.  The regions have no boundaries - everyone is welcome everywhere.  Come to more than one if you can.  We hold regular monthly meetings in each region
(except that we all try to get together at one Statewide Meeting each quarter) on the following Saturdays of each month: NE-1st, NW-2nd, SE-3rd, SW-last.  The
actual dates may vary from month to month; check the schedule below.  Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge.  Prospective members are always
welcome.  Come for all or any part of a meeting, bring your tools, or just watch.  Most meetings run from 9AM to 4PM, and you'll need to bring a lunch if you stay
all day, unless otherwise noted.  If you have any questions about meetings please contact the Regional Coordinators:

Northeast Region: Ken Knight (352)-339-0629 Ironken@aol.com

Northwest Region: Billy Christie (850) 421-1386 chriswoodforge@earthlink.net

Southeast Region: Ed Aaron (561) 748-9824 EdandMickieAaron@aol.com

Southwest Region: Jerry Wolfe (941) 355-5615 wolfeforge@juno.com

NW Region -  10

NE Region -  03

From I-10, take Exit 32 (SR59) south past Lloyd and Highway 27.  Turn
east on Old St. Augustine Rd, the next road south of Highway 27.  Go
about a mile east, then turn south on Payton Road(unpaved).  Head south

about a half mile, and watch for the anvil on the right.

SW Region -  24 SE Region - 17

March 2007

NE 03 Barberville - open forges

NW 10 Payton Forge - see NW Report for details.

SE 17 Ray & Anne Reynolds' Home

SW 24 Lerios Machine Shop – 1057 N Pinellas Ave Tarpon Springs

– Nicholas Toth will be demonstrating the techniques of

making diving helmets. Come see working of copper

and brass. Bring Iron in the Hat item.
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Current Events
NW Mar 10 Payton’s Forge - see NW report below

SW Mar 24 Lerios Machine Shop in Tarpon Springs.  Nick

Toth is a recognized Florida Folk Heritage crafter

and will be demonstrating techniques in making

diving helmets used in the sponge industry. Nick

learned these techniques from his grandfather who

came to Tapron Springs in 1905 to supply

equipment for the sponge industry.  Nick has many

tools of the trade to show the techniques of making

these helmets. Directions:  Tarpon Springs –

Alternate US 19;  One block north of Dodecanese

Blvd; East side of Pinellas Ave; Before you go

over the bridge; Directly across from Bridge

Lounge 

Future  Events

NW  Apr 14 Statewide meeting at The Panhandle Pioneer

Settlement in  Blountstown, FL.

SE Apr 21 Pete and Carolyn Yockey's Home 

SW  Apr 28 Wolfe Forge - Sculptures with aluminum by Susan

Dunsmoor from Arts Work in Miami.

NW  May 12 Rex & M ary E llen Anderson’s  shop  in

Monticello,FL.

Report from the Northwest

Billy Christie

The NW Region had a first-class meeting at Mockingbird Forge in

Crawfordville, FL thanks to our host/hostess Jeff and Brooke Mohr.

Thirty-four people signed in for this pleasant, sunny January 13th

gathering.

Jeff started demonstrating how he makes a horse head fireplace

poker out of ¾” solid square mild steel then forge welds on a ½”

square shaft with forged poker.  Next he forged out a great leaf

which became the handle for a fireplace set of tongs.  While all of

this was going on, Jeff was also making charcoal out back in a 55

gallon drum.  To do this you:  

1. Build a small fire-let burn about 1 hour 

2. Then add lots of wood in small pieces and let it burn for about 2

hours.

3. Then put it out with water hose

4. This equals charcoal!!

Works great in forge with ½ coal and ½ charcoal.

“Iron In The Hat” brought in $120.00.  Thanks for the help Linda

Holbrook and for all the great stuff (5 hand forged items)! ?

For lunch we had delicious blacksmith chili with all the

trimmings….yum yum!  Thank you Brooke and helpers!

After lunch several open forges were going where leaves and other

items were being made. 

As usual it was a very educational and entertaining meeting.  Happy

Hammering!

–March meeting - Clyde Payton--

The Northwest Region will hold its MARCH Regional Meeting on

Saturday, March 10, 2007, from 9:00 am until 5:00 pm at Clyde

and Vi Payton’s shop near Tallahassee and Monticello, Florida.

(Look to this issue for the map.)

We will have three main demonstrations throughout the day –

starting at 9:00 am Clyde Payton will demonstrate making

“twice-nice” kitchen hardware.  Next up will be Dr. Juan Holbrook.

You will recall that last March Bill Robertson gave a talk and

showed us a video on the HenRob Torch – well, this year Juan will

demonstrate how to actually use this torch.  He will show us what

this new torch can and cannot do.  

Next up will be Charles Pate who will demonstrate how to make a

pair of tongs.

We will also have 2 or 3 work stations set up for a beginner’s class

in the morning and also one class in the afternoon.  Be sure to bring

your own eye and ear protection and gloves.

We have also invited several other arts and crafts teachers to come

and show their wares and demonstrate their talents.  

The main feature of the meeting at PAYTON FORGE is the

TAILGATE SALES.  We always have one gigantic “blacksmith’s

flea market” at the Payton’s and this year will see one even bigger.

So, bring plenty of your hand forged iron work, tools, supplies and

whatever to sell and swap.  We will also have an

IRON-IN-THE-HAT drawing – bring an item to donate to it.

Lunch will be served at 12 noon sharp.  Please bring a covered dish

to share.  Also you may want to bring your own comfortable chair.

If you wish to camp the night before and/or the night after this

meeting there is plenty of room to do so at the Payton’s – tents,

RVs, or motor homes are welcome.  There are also motels available

nearby if you need one.

If you need directions, more information or have questions, call Vi

or Clyde at 850/997-3627, or email us at paytonforge@nettally.com

and please be sure to put “FABA Meeting” in the subject line of

any email.

 

We look forward to seeing you March 10 .th

Report from the Southeast

Ed Aarons

 Our goal is to get set up at the Boy Scout Camp - Tanah Keeta so

that we can efficiently teach them basic blacksmithing so they can

earn the Metal Working Badge.  We erected a metal carport that

Don Shedlock donated to the Boy Scouts prior to the November

meeting.  The building and meeting were used to instruct the
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Scouts.  With

more that 10

Members in

a t t e n d a n c e ,

the job was

made much

easier.

W e  a l s o

decided to put

up a metal

shed next to

the carport for

storage of our equipment.  Rinker Materials donated enough

concrete to pour the slab and will donate more as we get the site

ready. Trying to schedule some work days to put the shed up, with

any luck, it will be done by the time this is read.  I will try to send

some pictures to show our progress and working with the Scouts.

We still need hosts for future meeting starting with May. If anyone

could provide just the location, Faba will supply the forging

equipment. Don't have to provide food or drinks either.  Of course,

anyone with all that is also welcome to host. Please let me know if

you can host a meeting via e-mail or at 561-748-9824.( Ed ).

Report from the Southwest

Jerry Wolfe

The January 27th meeting was a very

interesting demonstration of forming

aluminum as well as plastic conduit.

John Hargett started with “how to

control the heat” on materials to get

the end result desired.  Plastic

conduit can be bent at a 90 degree

with the proper “heat to softer” the

tubing.  Aluminum is a bit different

than steel to heat and forge – the

technique used by John was a PSS

d e v i c e .

This device

is not costly

b u t  v e r y

effective in

demonstrati

n g  w h e n

aluminum is

at the proper temperature to forge.  When the device leaves a black

mark on the aluminum – it’s ready.  Also the “feel” is a tip off –

John says “it’s slippery”.  Now the device and where you can get

them.  A PSS device is a Paint Stirring Stick obtained at any

hardware or paint store.  John did not say whether any brand was

better than the other.  John used his “special technique” to make a

leaf from ¼ inch stock.  After John’s demo, several folks heated

aluminum in the gas forge and used the PSS device to assure the

proper temperature control.  Thanks John for an excellent demo

.

Walt Anderson Scholarship 

The Walt Anderson Scholarship is now available for the year 2007!

This Scholarship was established by the FABA Board in honor of

the memory of Walt Anderson, one of FABA’s charter members.

The scholarship’s purpose is to further the craft of blacksmithing

and is available to any FABA member in good standing. The

Award is limited to actual cost or $750, whichever is less. The

Award may be used for tuition, materials, room and board and

transportation (paid at a rate of $.29 per mile or actual cost of

public transportation, whichever is less). 

The successful applicant must have convinced the FABA Board,

through a written application, that their past experience in

blacksmithing is sufficient background upon which additional

formal training will enhance the applicant’s potential for

furtherance of the craft; and the schooling sought is appropriate to

that purpose. A formal application blank can be obtained from me,

Chair of the Scholarship Committee. However, a simple “Letter of

Application” will suffice provided it contains at least the following:

1. Name, address and phone number of application;

2. Brief statement of past experience in blacksmithing;

3. Brief statement as to how the additional schooling will potentiate

furtherance of the blacksmithing craft;

4. Brief statement as to how the additional schooling will support

the applicant’s personal goal in the craft and art of blacksmithing;

5. Name of the school to be attended;

6. Specific course desired and name of instructor;

7. Costs: tuition, materials, room and board, transportation (and

means of transportation).

Applications should be send to me:

Skeeter Prather, Chair

Scholarship Committee

Florida Artist Blacksmith Association

2816 Terry Road

Tallahassee, FL 32312

I’ll happily respond to phone inquires, of course: (850) 386-9246

Deadline for receipt: Saturday, June 11, 2007. The Committee will

carefully evaluate each application and recommend three finalists

to the Board. The decision of the Board will be final. The

successful applicant will be notified promptly..

Scouts at work
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Obituaries:
Ray Roberts  (1924-2006)

Past FABA President, Ray Roberts

passed away on December 17, 2006

after a brief illness. He was born in

Clarksville, Tennessee on January

11, 1924 to Ernest Ray, Sr. and

Genevieve Roberts. He moved to

Stuart in 1962 and lived here until

1996 when he moved to Monticello,

Florida. He was a distinguished

veteran of WWII as a Sergeant in

the Marine Corp involved in the

Saipan Island Operation, battle and,

capture of Iwo Jima Island. He

participated in the assault and

occupation of Okinawa. 

After finishing his Bachelors degree

at Florence State, Florence, Ala he reenlisted in the Army as an

officer 1st Lieutenant Korean Conflict  (Jun 1951 - Jun 1954). He

was a teacher/school bus driver at Fairhope Ala. High school. He

attended the UGA and earned a Masters degree in chemistry. He was

selected to attend Oakridge Institute of Nuclear studies, teaching

special courses through out the state of Alabama. He taught

chemistry and physics at Foley High Foley, Ala. At Martin County

High school he taught chemistry and physics and later went into the

administration for the Martin County School system. He retired in

1988. He was an early supporter and board member for many years

with the Florida Oceanographic Society in Stuart, Florida. 

After retirement he traveled to France, studying the language and

traveled abroad. He had many hobbies some of which were lapidary,

raising cattle. W hile still living in Stuart, he joined FABA and

quickly became an active member.  As the president of FABA, he

also was the conference coordinator during his term. He served as

FABA’s representative to SERBC as treasurer, as well. A love of

blacksmithing and knife-making which drew him up to the

Monticello area and becoming his home for over 10 years. He made

many friends there and at the Thomasville YMCA while continuing

his love of teaching and learning blacksmithing. He supported many

blacksmith and bladesmith conferences and meetings throughout the

South. His shop was always open to students and journeyman alike

to share knowledge and tall tales. Just as important was to share

lunch and hospitality. We will all miss him greatly.  He was not only

a teacher but a student of the world around him. He was a loving

father, grandfather and great grandfather. He will be greatly missed

by us all. He leaves behind three sons, E. Ray Roberts, III and his

wife Kay, Sean Roberts and his wife Lori, Curtis Roberts, and a

daughter Yvonne Gail. He also leaves behind seven grandchildren,

Bill Roberts, Samantha Roberts, Ernest Ray ( Rob) Roberts IV,

Leigh Roberts Hutson, David Roberts, Christopher Roberts and Jay

Wallace. There are also 7 great grandchildren.

His final resting place will be at Arlington National Cemetery in

Washington, D.C. on April 27, 2007.

Mike and Melinda Sluss (2007)
Our meeting in Barberville on the 3rd of February started out cold,

wet, and dreary. Then word came of the tragic event of the previous

day. The tornado that caused so much devastation in Deland had

already delivered a devastating  blow to our FABA family . In the

early predawn hours of Friday morning, a tornado totally destroyed

the home of the Sluss family and took the lives of our cherished

friends Mike and Melinda.There son Aaron was thrown several

hundred feet from his bed.He sustained considerable injuries to his

left arm and right leg, but survived.

 

 Mike was a farrier, a hard and somewhat dangerous job in a field

that can be fickle and faddish. He was admired and respected by his

peers. We remember him most by his open smile soft voice

unpretentious and unassuming ways. Mike was always eager to

learn or share his knowledge in this craft we enjoy so much.

 

Melindas warm contagious smile and gracious hospitality was

admired by all. She was revered for her baking and culinary

expertise. She had a true talent for making bread and enjoyed

sharing it with those of us who enjoyed eating it.

 

Mike and Melinda were involved in home schooling Aaron,

community activities and there church. They were a great couple,

who seam to have achieved that perfect blend of work and play.

there friendship was the kind that having it made us better. They

will be terribly missed and never forgotten. They have made an

investment in our lives we will never forget.

 

 What the caterpillar perceives is the end, to the butterfly is just the

beginning. Aaron not only lost both parents in one tragic event. He

lost everything he knew as his life. Aaron must now start over. As

much as we miss his parents we now need to focus on Aaron, and

his needs.

 

 Bob Mancuso has accepted the task and responsibility of checking

on Aaron on a regular basis. Bob is also working as liaison of

information during these emotional times. Any one wishing to help

Aaron out in anyway please contact Bob Mancuso. Bob's home #

is 386 - 774 -2926 . Bob's email is rmancuso@cfl.rr.com

 

 May the lords presence sound out true, in the ringing of the

anvil. Ken Knight

Two funds have been set up for Aaron, who has just recently

turned 16 and is still wearing braces, there will be lots of needs

as he recovers and finishes his education.  Please lift up our

brother and sister Mike & Melinda in your prayers.  Also, please

consider donating to the following funds to help Aaron.  Even a

small donation of $5 - $10 will illustrate the breath of the FABA

family’s support.  You might also consider setting up a small

monthly donation to be automatically sent from your checking

account.  Aaron is a fine young man and I’m hoping that our

efforts will illustrate that there are hundreds of people, many of

whom he has never met, pulling for him in his time of need. 
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For his short-term needs:

Covenant Community Church

Memo: for the Aaron Sluss Fund

1255 Glen Royal Terrace

DeLand, FL  32720-2339

For his long-term needs:

Aaron Sluss Trust Fund

c/o Kerry Foote

2729 Southland Road

Mt. Dora, FL  32757

Bob Jacoby

Tom Winterhalter (2007)

Tom W interhalter passed

away on January 30, 2007

from asbestos lung cancer.

Tom was a snow bird from

Cincinnati OH and lived near

Jerry Wolfe in Sarasota. Tom

was a member of FABA and

SOFA.  Tom attended as

many meetings as possible

and was always trying to

make new things as well as

a t te nd ing  b la cksm ith in g

classes. Tom was the owner

of WMC Mfg a machine shop

in Cincinnati. Surviving are wife Ruthanne, two sons and a daughter.

Jerry Wolfe 

Announcements

Madison Conference 2007 Juried Contest  --
More info can be obtained through the ABANA or the FABA

website (under Conferences). This show will run concurrently with

the Southern Blacksmith Assoc conference(in fact they worked with

us to make it happen that way) May 17-19 and then move to the

Metal Museum in Memphis. This is a great opportunity and we have

heard that not many blacksmiths have responded in participation.

This is such an excellent opportunity to show your work and

participate in the SBA Conference as well. The time is growing

close, so please plan to join this exhibit. Let's show them our stuff

BLACKSMITHING WITH A SOUTHERN ACCENT, (WE ARE

THEE ACCENT HONEY!). 

If you have any questions please contact Buster Grubbs, our SBA

contact and take advantage of this show. Plan to come to the SBA

conference and have a great time as well!   John Butler

21st NOB Hammer-In.

1)  Who - Northwest Ohio Blacksmiths, open to all blacksmiths, 

typically draws from Michigan (MABA) and Ohio (SOFA,

WRABA).  Some came from Pennsylvania last year (PABA).

Expected attendance is about 100 smiths.

2)  What - 2 nationally-known demonstrators, 3 hands-on forging

sessions, 2 silver smithing (bracelets) sessions, banquet, auction, 

registration piece raffle, U-forge, etc. The main demonstrators will

be Kim Thomas on traditional ironwork, and Michael Bendele, an

artist-blacksmith.  I hope I've piqued your interest!

3)  Where - Auglaize Village - a historical reproduction village 

(late 1800's) near Defiance, OH, which is about 50 miles

south-west of Toledo.

4)  When - May 4-5-6, 2007

2007 TINNER CONVERGENCE (Ohio, June 21)

( see the FABA website under “Conferences” for details of the

above)

Wants Ads

FOR SALE:  Four new forges with Laurel and Centaur fire pots -

with clinker breaker and ash dump.  Completely rebuilt Champion

400 blowers.  Can be used portable or stationary.  Mounted on iron

wheels.  Clayed and ready for use.  Also post vises and 

103 lb. Peter Wright anvil in EXCELLENT condition.  Some hand

tools and other blacksmithing stuff.  Call Clyde Payton at

850/997-3627. 

 Miscellaneous Gear: 275lb anvil, Treadle Hammer, hammers,

tongs, propane torch (needs relining), small drill press, toolcart,

quench oil (100 gal), steel, brass, copper – would like to sell as a

unit - $2500 or OBO 1-877-821-4253 ask for Bob (Ocala)

Wanted - Trees!  Trees needed for sawmill, Interested in large

pine, cherry, hickory, pecan, maple, camphor, cypress, cedar,

sycamore, etc. Please DO NOT cut into small pieces. Call Carter

Morgan at 386-935-4660 (cartermorgan1@yahoo.com)

Ray Roberts Estate:List of Equipment and Stock for Sale

Ray Roberts was a long time blacksmith and knife maker who did

a lot of folding knife work. He was also interested in clocks,

watches and jewelry making. The following items are being sold to

benefit his estate.

1. Henrob precision welding/cutting torch, with attachments,

mini-bottles and regulators

2. Uni-mat type miniature milling machine

3. Uni-mat type miniature lathe with collets and tooling.

4. Knife vise, bench mount 
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5. Post vise on small stand 

6. Shoeing anvil, 75#, on wooden stand 

7. Milling Machine, Van Norman, Model 22-L, WWII era,

3-phase, this is a large, all power movement, and vertical/horizontal

machine. It uses 5-V tooling. Drawbar and arbor are not with

machine. To use current tooling would require a sleeve adaptor.

Table is rough but serviceable.

8. Forge, propane, homemade with blower, on table 

9. Pearl handle material, white, gold and black colors 

10. Damascus steel slabs, twist, ladder and mosaic 

Small items include tongs, hammers, jewelry making tools, calipers,

miniature files, miniature screwdrivers, cutters, etc.

There is a large stock of miniature screws and taps (0, 1 & 2) used

in folders.

Fixtures include homemade work carousels, storage shelves, desks,

chairs, stools, lamps, power strips and 48” fluorescent lights  

Best reasonable offers are being accepted on all items.

CONTACT: Bill Adams for information or arrange for viewing.

Phone: 850-528-2822, leave message, I will return calls after 6:00

PM until 9:00 PM or email to: wpadams@hotmail.com 
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Mix Your Own “Ed’s Red” Bore Cleaner... It
Really Works!

 Ed Harris & Ron Childers -  Rev. 12-27-94

Three years ago I mixed my first “Ed’s Red” and I still think the

“recipe” is a great idea.  If you have never tried it, or maybe lost the

recipe, I urge you save this and mix your own.  My followers on the

FIREARMS Echo think it’s the best thing since smokeless powder!

Therefore, I’ll summarize the story again for the passing parade that

didn’t get it the first time...

I originally did this because I used a lot of rifle bore cleaner and was

deterred by the high price of commercial products.  I knew there was

no technical reason why you could not mix an effective bore cleaner

using common hardware store ingredients which would be

inexpensive, effective, and provide reasonable corrosion protection

and adequate lubrication.

The “recipe” is based on proven principles and incorporates two

polar and two nonpolar ingredients.  It is adapted from a formula in

Hatcher’s Notebook, Frankford Arsenal Cleaner No.18, but

substituting equivalent modern materials.  I had the help of an

organic chemist in doing this and we knew there would be no

“surprises”  The original Hatcher recipe called for equal parts of

acetone, turpentine, Pratts Astral Oil and sperm oil, and optionally

200 grams of lanolin added per liter.

Pratts Astral oil was nothing more than acid free, deodorized

kerosene.  We use K-1 kerosene of the type normally sold for indoor

space heaters.   An inexpensive, effective substitute for sperm oil is

Dexron (II, IIe or III) automatic transmission fluid.  Prior to about

1950 that most ATF’s were sperm oil based, but during WWII a

synthetic was developed for use in precision instruments.  With the

great demand for automatic transmission autos after WWII, sperm

oil was no longer practical to produce ATF in the quantity

demanded, so the synthetic material became the basis for the Dexron

fluids we know today.  The additives in ATFs which include

organometallic antioxidants and surfactants, make it highly suitable

for our intended purpose.

Hatcher’s original formula used gum spirits of turpentine, but

turpentine is expensive and highly flammable.  Cheaper and safer is

aliphatic mineral spirits, which is a petroleum based “safety solvent”

used for thinning oil based paints and as automotive parts cleaner.

It is commonly sold under the names “odorless mineral spirits,”

“Stoddard Solvent” or “Varsol”.

There isn’t anything in Ed’s Red which will chemically remove

copper fouling, but it does a better job on carbon residue than

anything out there.  Several users have told me, that with exclusive

use of “ER” does reduce the buildup of copper fouling, because it

removes old impacted fouling which is left by other cleaners,

reducing the adhesion of abraded metal to the surface, and leaving

a cleaner surface which reduces subsequent fouling.  It appears that

“ER” will actually remove metal fouling it if you let it “soak” so the

surfactants will do the job, though you may have to be patient.

The lanolin is optional.  The cleaner works quite well without it.

Incorporating the lanolin makes the cleaner easier on the hands, and

provides better residual lubrication and corrosion protection if you

use the cleaner as a protectant for long term storage.  If you want to

minimize cost, you can leave the lanolin out and save about $8 per

gallon.  Mix some yourself.  I know it will work as well for you as

it does for me.

CONTENTS:     Ed’s Red Bore Cleaner

1 part Dexron II, IIe or III ATF, GM Spec. D-20265 or later.

1 part Kerosene - deodorized, K1

1 part Aliphatic Mineral Spirits, Fed. Spec. TT-T-2981F, CAS

#64741-49-9, or substitute “Stoddard Solvent”, CAS #8052-41-3,

or equivalent, (aka “Varsol”)

1 part Acetone, CAS #67-64-1.

(Optional up to 1 lb. of Lanolin, Anhydrous, USP per gallon, OK

to substitute Lanolin, Modified, Topical Lubricant, from the drug

store)

MIXING INSTRUCTIONS:

Mix outdoors, in good ventilation.  Use a clean 1 gallon metal,

chemical-resistant, heavy gage PET or PVC plastic container.

NFPA approved plastic gasoline storage containers are also OK.

Do NOT use HDPE, which is breathable because the acetone will

evaporate.  The acetone in ER will attack HDPE in about 6 months,

making a heck of a mess! 

Add the ATF first.  Use the empty container to measure the other

components, so that it is thoroughly rinsed.  If you incorporate the

lanolin into the mixture, melt this carefully in a double boiler,

taking precautions against fire.  Pour the melted lanolin it into a

larger container, rinsing the lanolin container with the bore cleaner

mix, and stirring until it is all dissolved.

I recommend diverting a small quantity, up to 4 ozs. per quart of

the 50-50 ATF/kerosene mix for use as an “ER-compatible” gun

oil.  This can be done without impairing the effectiveness of the

mix.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR USING

Ed’s Red Bore Cleaner:

1. Open the firearm action and ensure the bore is clear.

Cleaning is most effective when done while the barrel is still warm

to the touch from firing.  Saturate a cotton patch with bore cleaner,

wrap or impale on jag and push it through the bore from breech to

muzzle. The patch should be a snug fit.  Let the first patch fall off

and do not pull it back into the bore.

2. Wet a second patch, and similarly start it into the bore from the

breech, this time scrubbing from the throat area forward in 4-5”

strokes and gradually advancing until the patch emerges out the

muzzle. Waiting approximately 1 minute to let the bore cleaner

soak will improve its action.

3. For pitted, heavily carbon-fouled “rattle battle” guns, leaded

revolvers or neglected bores a bronze brush wet with bore cleaner

may be used to remove stubborn deposits.  This is unnecessary for

smooth, target-grade barrels in routine use.

4. Use a final wet patch pushed straight through the bore to flush

out loosened residue dissolved by Ed’s Red.  Let the patch fall off

the jag without pulling it back into the bore.  If you are finished

firing, leaving the bore wet will protect it from rust for up to 30

days.   If the lanolin is incorporated into the mixture, it will protect

the firearm from rust for up to two years.  For longer term storage

I recommend use of Lee Liquid Alox as a Cosmolene substitute.

“ER” will readily remove hardened Alox or Cosmolene.

5. Wipe spilled Ed’s Red from exterior surfaces before storing

the gun. While Ed’s Red is harmless to blue and nickel finishes, the

acetone it contains is harmful to most wood finishes).

6. Before firing again, push two dry patches through the bore and

dry the chamber, using a patch wrapped around a suitably sized
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brush or jag.  First shot point of impact usually will not be disturbed

by Ed’s Red if the bore is cleaned as described.

7. I have determined to my satisfaction that when Ed’s Red is used

exclusively and thoroughly, that hot water cleaning is unnecessary

after use of Pyrodex or military chlorate primers.  However, if bores

are not wiped between shots and shots and are heavily caked from

black powder fouling, hot water cleaning is recommended first to

break up heavy fouling deposits.  Water cleaning should be followed

by a thorough flush with  Ed’s Red to prevent after-rusting which

could result from residual moisture.  It is ALWAYS  good practice

to clean TWICE, TWO DAYS APART whenever using chlorate

primed ammunition, just to make sure you get all the residue out.

LABEL AND OBLIGATORY SAFETY WARNINGS:

RIFLE BORE CLEANER

CAUTION:

HARMFUL IF SWALLOWED.

KEEP OUT OF REACH OF CHILDREN

1. Flammable mixture.  Keep away from heat, sparks or flame.

2. FIRST AID, If swallowed DO NOT induce vomiting, call

physician immediately.  In case of eye contact immediately flush

thoroughly with water and call a physician.  For skin contact wash

thoroughly.

3. Use with adequate ventilation.  Avoid breathing vapors or

spray mist.  It is a violation of Federal law to use this product in a

manner inconsistent with its labelling. Reports have associated

repeated and prolonged occupational overexposure to solvents with

permanent brain and nervous system damage.  If using in closed

armory vaults lacking forced air ventilation wear respiratory

protection meeting NIOSH TC23C or equivalent.  Keep container

tightly closed when not in use.

This “Recipe” is placed in the public domain, and may be freely

distributed provided that it is done so in its entirely with all

instructions and safety warnings included herein, and that proper

attribution is given to the author.

In Home Mix We Trust, Regards, Ed

Contributed by Ron Childers who says “…this is the formula for

the penetrating oil we discussed. I’ve had good luck with it; beats

WD-40 for loosening rusted bolts.”
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