
Feburary 2007

President’s Corner
Bill Robertson

Another month, still no volunteers

for the open 2007 board positions

of President, Vice President,

Secretary and Program Chair.  We

can limp along with a skeleton

crew if it comes down to that but

things like the conference, t-shirts

statewide meetings, scholarship

awards and other amenities that are currently taken for

granted will be placed on hold.  This is not a threat; it takes

an operating board to fund these expenditures.  Please people

take this seriously.

Patty and I found a deal on Expedia.com. and flew to Rome

for a week over Christmas.  I grew up there and I try to get

back to Italy every couple of years but this was the first time

I’ve been back to Rome at Christmas time.  I would highly

recommend it.  It’s not too crowded, and many of the small

alleys throughout the old city with are lit up with lights with

lots of booths and artists scattered around.  As a child I can

remember zipping around on my vespa scooter, climbing on

t h e

aqueducts

and being

dragged to

co un t le ss

c h u r c h e s

and ruins

( w h a t  I

referred to

t h e n  a s

leftovers).

I mean how many times can a kid see the Sistine Chapel

and not begin to call it torture.  I don’t, however recall

noticing any ironwork as a pupino living there save for the

swords and armor.  Now when I return ironwork jumps out

at me everywhere.  One of the great things about traveling

overseas is that there is a lot of history, I mean really old

stuff.  In this country everything is two hundred years old

at most with the works of only a few prominent blacksmiths

like Samuel Yellin.  Over there you can find examples of a

thousand years of ironwork.  The pictures here are a few of

the many examples we saw this trip.  It’s great fun to try to

find the forge welds.  The blacksmith shop is inside the

Castel Sant’Angelo the building in Rome that you always

see that looks like a round castle near the Vatican.  

Money should not be the excuse not to travel.  I still see

deals like the one Patty and I took to Prague, $550 out of

Atlanta for airfare and a week’s hotel.  You will probably

not remember much about an average week you spent at

work, but you will always remember the trip you took.

Steve Bloom

Billy Christie

Clyde Payton

Bill Robertson

Jerry Wolfe
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Upcoming Events
The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community.  Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA) sponsored events are highlighted in bold
typeface.  The regions have no boundaries - everyone is welcome everywhere.  Come to more than one if you can.  We hold regular monthly meetings in each region
(except that we all try to get together at one Statewide Meeting each quarter) on the following Saturdays of each month: NE-1st, NW-2nd, SE-3rd, SW-last.  The
actual dates may vary from month to month; check the schedule below.  Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge.  Prospective members are always
welcome.  Come for all or any part of a meeting, bring your tools, or just watch.  Most meetings run from 9AM to 4PM, and you'll need to bring a lunch if you stay
all day, unless otherwise noted.  If you have any questions about meetings please contact the Regional Coordinators:

Northeast Region: Ken Knight (352)-339-0629 Ironken@aol.com

Northwest Region: Billy Christie (850) 421-1386 chriswoodforge@earthlink.net

Southeast Region: Ed Aaron (561) 748-9824 EdandMickieAaron@aol.com

Southwest Region: Jerry Wolfe (941) 355-5615 wolfeforge@juno.com

NW region - Feb 10

NE Region - Feb 03

SW Region - Feb 24 SE Region - Feb 17-18

Feburary 2007

NE Feb 03 Barberville - open forges

NW Feb 10 Juan & Linda Holbrook in Gainesville. Eric Velleca

demonstrating, food is always great and bring

contributions for Iron-in-the-Hat.

SE Feb 17-18 John Medwedeff demonstrating at Velleca Metal Design

(see pg.3) - QUARTERLY MEETING

SW Feb 24 Skeeter Prather demonstrating at Wolfe Forge (see pg.3) 
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Current Events
SE Feb 17 Friday open forges. Saturday John Medwedeff

Demonstrating and open forges after.  Sunday

demonstration and open forges.  Tent

camping/bonfire welcome. John is a very

accomplished blacksmith.  He employs both

traditional and contemporary techniques in his

original designs.  His work can be seen at his web

site johnmedwedeff.com as well as Donna

Meilach's and many other books.  It is a unique

opportunity to see a very high quality demonstrator

in such an intimate setting. Location: Velleca

Metal Design Inc.;3381 E road, Loxahatchee Fl;

561 784 4994

SW Feb 24 Wolfe Forge - Skeeter Prather from Tallahasee will

be our demonstrator and will be “Forging

Trinkets”. Items you can demonstrate at a craft

show. Come see how many you can learn to do.

Lunch break – Bring a dish to share. Bring  Iron in

the Hat item.

Future  Events

NW Mar10 Clyde & Vi Payton’s “Payton Forge” in

Monticello, FL. (See NW report for details)

SW Mar 24 Wolfe Forge 

SW  Marl 28 Wolfe Forge - Sculptures with aluminum by Susan

Dunsmoor from Arts Work in Miami.

Report from the Northwest

Billy Christie

December 9th was a cold, crisp day at Blind Hog Forge in Havana,

FL; however, the central heat in Bill Adams’ shop kept us “toasty”

and warm.  The program was about the safe and proper way of

sharpening and reviving various items.  

Our first demonstrator was John Butler who demonstrated how to

sharpen scissors, several kinds of chisels, limb cutters, and a drawing

knife.  He also showed us how to use a diamond stone and a

Japanese water stone.  Next, Bill Adams demonstrated how to

properly sharpen a machete and how to safely use a steel to keep

those blades super sharp.  Last but not least, Clyde Payton

demonstrated how to put a handle on a file, using a piece of copper

pipe to make a farrel.  He also cut barbs in the tang of the file to help

keep the handle on.  Clyde said, “Don’t use those files without a

handle.”  

The “Iron In The Hat” brought in $88.00.  Thanks Hippie (Charles

Pate) and Ester Gurr for your help with the “hat”.  As always, lunch

was delicious.  We had ham, scrumptious covered dishes, and

desserts.

After lunch, Clyde demonstrated how to replace the handle in a

shovel; however, before you do, Clyde said to be sure and check out

the shovel blade real close for small cracks or dings and make any

corrections first. 

Once again, we had a very interesting and educational meeting.

Thanks to everyone who helped make this happen.

–Information on the upcoming March meeting--
Clyde Payton

The Northwest Region will hold its MARCH Regional Meeting on

Saturday, March 10, 2007, from 9:00 am until 5:00 pm at Clyde

and Vi Payton’s shop near Tallahassee and Monticello, Florida.

(Look to this issue for the map.)

We will have three main demonstrations throughout the day –

starting at 9:00 am Clyde Payton will demonstrate making

“twice-nice” kitchen hardware.  Next up will be Dr. Juan Holbrook.

You will recall that last March Bill Robertson gave a talk and

showed us a video on the HenRob Torch – well, this year Juan will

demonstrate how to actually use this torch.  He will show us what

this new torch can and cannot do.  

Next up will be Charles Pate who will demonstrate how to make a

pair of tongs.

We will also have 2 or 3 work stations set up for a beginner’s class

in the morning and also one class in the afternoon.  Be sure to bring

your own eye and ear protection and gloves.

We have also invited several other arts and crafts teachers to come

and show their wares and demonstrate their talents.  

The main feature of the meeting at PAYTON FORGE is the

TAILGATE SALES.  We always have one gigantic “blacksmith’s

flea market” at the Payton’s and this year will see one even bigger.

So, bring plenty of your hand forged iron work, tools, supplies and

whatever to sell and swap.  We will also have an

IRON-IN-THE-HAT drawing – bring an item to donate to it.

Lunch will be served at 12 noon sharp.  Please bring a covered dish

to share.  Also you may want to bring your own comfortable chair.

If you wish to camp the night before and/or the night after this

meeting there is plenty of room to do so at the Payton’s – tents,

RVs, or motor homes are welcome.  There are also motels available

nearby if you need one.

If you need directions, more information or have questions, call Vi

or Clyde at 850/997-3627, or email us at paytonforge@nettally.com

and please be sure to put “FABA Meeting” in the subject line of

any email.

 

We look forward to seeing you March 10 .th
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Report from the Southwest

Jerry Wolfe

  Dr E. Charlton Prather (affectionately know as Skeeter) will be our

demonstrator in February.  Some folks may not be aware so I will

give a little historical information.  Skeeter has an honorary Doctor

of Metal Art degree bestowed by FABA as one of the formative

fathers of our chapter, which dates back to May 18, 1985.     Dr

Prather also is an MD (medical doctor) and has many honors from

his career in infectious medicine with the state of Florida, retiring

over 20 years ago. Dr Prather has been very influential in the area of

Epidemiology.   (Google that one !!!)  One honor of note is the

Florida Medical Health building named the “Prather Building” in

Tallahasee.  Skeeter has been very active for many years in all

aspects of the FABA chapter.  Skeeter tells me his history with

blacksmiths dates back to his childhood when he worked in a

blacksmith shop in Jasper FL, earning 5 cents per week.  I’m sure he

became very familiar with many techniques of our forefather

blacksmiths.   Which child of our 21st century would even “stoop

over” to pick up a nickel today?

ALSO:    This is planning time for the rest of the year.  I am looking

for ideas and demonstrators for the rest of the year.  In April we will

have Susan Dunsmoor doing a demo concerning sculptures with

aluminum. There has been a number of requests over the months for

“knife making” and Damascus steel; so I’m trying to accommodate

those requests in future months.  I’m looking for some variety of

locations to host the meetings, so if you are willing to provide a

location, please let me know.  What about Koreshan State Park in

Estero / Ft Myers – how many will be willing to travel there?

http://www.floridastateparks.org/koreshan/ .   Please send me your

ideas or volunteer to host a meeting (fourth Saturday of the month).

Bulletin from the Home Front
Steve Bloom

Well guys – still no contributions (and still no feedback from anyone

on what you might want to see in the newsletter or what special

classes you might like to be available. – HELLO...anyone out

there??)

Since no one has contributed squat, you’ll just have to put up with

a report on my recent activities (and the reason this issue is a bit

late).  In 1984, I finished the roof on the first wing on my house (27'

x 36)'.  By 1987, there was a roof on the second wing, most of which

was in the same plane and measured 22' x 24'. The roof was a

plywood deck overlaying 2x8 PT rafters, covered with a layer of 30

lb tar paper, and finished with galvanized 5-V-Crimp metal roofing

(mostly 2' x 14' sheets, so they overlapped approximately 13' from

the lower edge).  Well, it’s been 20+ years and the combined effects

of rain, oxygen, acidic oak leaves and pine needles converted a shiny

surface to a fine collection of rust patches, i.e., it was time to do it

again.  Being a smith (and cheap - or is that redundant?), I was going

to do it myself (the ratio of material costs to having it done

professionally is approximately 5 times).  So you’re asking - why is

he bothering us with this? Because smithing is involved.  

The roof metal was scheduled to become wall surfaces on a new

shed, so I didn’t want to crush the ridges when pulling the roofing

nails. I also had to pull 2000 nails, so efficiency was also a goal.

The solution was modified

2 lb framing hammers

(which were lying in my

spare hammer drawer). A

‘U’ shaped piece of ½"

round stock was arc-

welded at the base of the

claw (to provide better

leverage and to transfer the

crush force to the sides of

the ridges from the ridge

tops. The hammers were run up to 1600F, oil quenched, and

tempered at 600F for an hour. That makes them resilient but softer

than a normal hammer.  Extra long handles were welded, and we

were good to go.The process consisted of slipping the claws of the

modified hammer around a nail head, whacking the face with a

normal 2 lb framing hammer, and popping the nail free.  It took two

of us approximately 6 hours to strip the 1500 ft  oof and there was2

no little bits of

s h r a p n e l

generated.

The next

problem was

getting 22' and

27' pieces of 3'

wide, 26 gauge

galvalume

roofing up on the

roof. The

solution was a

ramp made out

of scrap planks from an old deck and a trolley. The trolley

consisted of a piece of plywood, a chuck of angle-iron, and

wheels made from an old boat roller (cut in half) and two pieces

of pipe with a circle of steel welded on one end.  Each wheel had

a small diameter than ran on the top of the ramp and a larger

diameter than ran to the outside of the ramp and kept the trolley

from running off the ramp. A couple of pulleys and a lawn

tractor completed the rig. We typically loaded 4 sheets onto the

trolley, had one person on the tractor, one safety person on the

ground,  and two on the roof. The tractor was slowly backed, the

trolley rolled up the ramp and sheets were pushed up onto the

roof (with a bit of help from the folks on the roof to keep the

ends of the sheet from digging in).

With the exception of one corner of the roof deck that needed

replacing (2' x 4'), the original roof and tar layer were fine. We

dropped a second layer of paper, squared up the first panel in the

middle of the roof, and installed the replacement 1500 ft  with2

stainless pan head screws and neoprene washers. Total time was

two days with five folks lending a hand. Cost was about $1500 -

with a savings of $6000 over having pro’s do it. Of course, there

was the cost of beer and feeding everyone....

Send me something or next time it’s the 57mm cannon rebuild!
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Course Announcements

Happy New Year from the folks at Little Giant! We have recently set the dates for the 2007 rebuilding classes. In addition to the two classes

at our facility in March, Sid will also be teaching a rebuilding class at the Forgery School of Blacksmithing in Moriarty, NM August 3-5,

2007.
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FABA Officers
President  Bill Robertson 850-668-2876 applecrossforge@nettally.com

Vice President Jeff Mohr 850-926-4448 mockingbirdforge@peoplepc.com

Treasurer Juan Holbrook 352-374-8888 juanylindagrace@aol.com

Secretary Anne Reynolds 561-793-2452 ARAReynolds@aol.com

Program Chairman Clyde Payton 850-997-3627 paytonforge@nettally.com

Newsletter Editor Steve Bloom 352-528-6508 sab@ironflower.com

Past President –see Prez above – 2  termnd

Trustee NE Tom Kennedy  407-469-3899 burninghandforge@hotmail.com

Trustee NW Ron Childers 850-878-8537 munlaw2@hcsmail.com

Trustee SE Keith Andrews 863-983-8513 -unknown-

TrusteeSW Jerry Wolfe 941-355-5615 wolfeforge@juno.com

The Florida Artist Blacksmith Association(FABA)  is a 501(c)(3) non-profit educational organization whose purposes are to teach, promote, and
preserve the art of blacksmithing.  Contributions are tax-deductible to the extent provided by law.  FABA publishes the Florida Clinker Breaker
monthly, and FABA membership includes a subscription.  We solicit correspondence and unpaid articles on any subjects related to FABA’s
purposes.  ABANA chapter newsletters may reprint non-copyrighted material if it is credited to the author and this newsletter.  You need the
publisher’s permission to reprint copyrighted material unless otherwise noted.

The Florida  Clinker Breaker
FLORIDA ARTIST BLACKSMITH ASSOCIATION

Juan Holbrook, Membership Records
6418 NW 97 Court
Gainesville, FL 32653

Steve Bloom, Editor; P.O. Box 760; Archer, FL 32618-0760; (352) 528-6508 or smith@blacksmithing.org; http://www.blacksmithing.org
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