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President’s Corner
Bill Robertson

It is always a surprise to me

each month when I receive the

new issue of the Clinker

Breaker only to see obvious

errors and omissions I made in

this article the previous month.

This, after I had so carefully

read and re-read it before

submitting it to our Editor (It’s a good thing I’m not

working on the space shuttle!).  This time it was last

months lengthy article trying to get everyone excited about

our up coming conference and telling you not to forget to

note the date on your calendars without, however,

providing you the date.  Ooops!   To correct that, here is

the date and the dates and information for two other events

you do not want to miss.  If you are planning to travel, the

best source of information for blacksmithing events around

the country is found by clicking on the blacksmiths

calendar icon on the www.Anvilfire.com website.

The 21st Annual Alabama Forge Council (AFC)

Blacksmith Conference

September 8, 9 & 10

Tannehill State Park

McCalla, Alabama

Clay Spencer, Joe Miller and Jim Batson demonstrating

Southern Ohio Forge and Anvil (SOFA) Quad State

Conference

September 22, 23 & 24

Miami Fairgrounds

Troy, Ohio

Demonstrators to be announced

*This has become the largest blacksmith tool sale and swap

event in the world.  If you are looking for tools to equip

your shop or sell your extra inventory, this is where you

want to be.  

The Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA) 2006

Annual Conference

October 13, 14 &15

Pioneer Settlement for the Creative Arts 

Barberville, Florida

Elmer Roush, Jeff Mohr and Edgar Chattin demonstrating

Clyde tells me that we still need some volunteers to help set

up and tear down the conference site, please give him a call

at 850-997-3627 if you are willing to pitch in.  Clyde has

been working very hard to recruit a top notch conference

team and I know he will sleep better if he gets all his t’s

crossed and i’s dotted before the event.  

Something that may be of interest to some of you is a flyer

I received from a school I had not heard about before, the

American College of the Building Arts in Charleston, SC.

They are teaching summer continuing education workshops

in blacksmithing as well as other “lost arts” such as carving

stone, ornamental plaster techniques, timber framing, to

name a few.  Their website is www.buildingartscollege.us

And finally to those of you out there forging away in

un-air-conditioned shops I take my hat off to you.  Patty

and I (the weenies that we are) have only looked at our

shop through our cool fogged house windows lately.  

Steve Bloom

Ron Childers

Billie Christie

Bill Robertson

Jerry Wolfe
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Upcoming Events
The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community.  Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA) sponsored events are highlighted in bold
typeface.  The regions have no boundaries - everyone is welcome everywhere.  Come to more than one if you can.  We hold regular monthly meetings in each region
(except that we all try to get together at one Statewide Meeting each quarter) on the following Saturdays of each month: NE-1st, NW-2nd, SE-3rd, SW-last.  The
actual dates may vary from month to month; check the schedule below.  Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge.  Prospective members are always
welcome.  Come for all or any part of a meeting, bring your tools, or just watch.  Most meetings run from 9AM to 4PM, and you'll need to bring a lunch if you stay
all day, unless otherwise noted.  If you have any questions about meetings please contact the Regional Coordinators:

Northeast Region: Ken Knight (352)-339-0629 Ironken@aol.com

Northwest Region: Billie Christie (850) 421-1386 chriswoodforge@earthlink.net

Southeast Region: Ed Aaron (561) 748-9824 EdandMickieAaron@aol.com

Southwest Region: Jerry Wolfe (941) 355-5615 wolfeforge@juno.com

NE Region - Augl 05

NW Region - Aug 12

SW Region - Jul 22

August 2006

NE  Aug 05 Barberville - open forges

NW  Aug 12 Mike Bettinger Welding in Tallahassee, FL. (Bill Robertson

Demonstrating) Remember to bring a covered dish and your

Iron in the hat items.

SE Aug 19

SW Aug 26 Wolfe Forge - see pg.3.
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Current Events

SW Aug 26 WOLFE  FORGE:Work on Grill for FABA

Auction Make an “element” to compliment an

18x18” Square Grill. Demo by Lisa Ann Conner

on making glass beads with hot head torch.

Everyone can have a “hands on” experience.

Bring someone interested in making jewelry.

Second demo as time permits on making trammel

hooks. Lunch break – Bring a dish to share. Bring

Iron in the Hat item

Future  Events
NE Sep 02 Barberville

Reports from the Northwest

Billie Christie

June 10th was a hot and sunny day at the Tallahassee Museum of

History & Natural Science. We had a total of 34 people sign in

plus the museum patrons who stopped by.

Mike Murphy gave a very interesting talk about anvil hold-downs

(the third hand that you need while working alone in the shop).

A wide variety of hold-downs have been developed for the

blacksmith.  Some of the different styles are the wedge type,

spring type, and chain and weight type.  We also discussed

different types of bending jigs and special tools that members

have used or seen.  

It was a very informative discussion with Murphy asking

everyone to bring any of their special tooling or jigs to the next

meeting for a show and tell.  

I know Bill Robertson, along with our newest member, Whit

Pennington (who works in the blacksmith shop) fired up the

forge and although I’m not sure exactly what they worked on, I

bet it was interesting…whatever they did! J

The “Iron In The Hat” brought in $42.00, which was pretty darn

good considering the circumstances.  Special thanks to Mark

Stone for cooking up hot dogs for everyone…and thanks to those

who brought covered dishes.

As always….very interesting, educational, and enjoyable!

P.S.  See you at the August meeting to be held at Mike

Bettinger’s Welding Shop in Tallahassee with Bill Robertson

demonstrating.  Remember, as always; bring your “Iron In The

Hat” items and a covered dish.  See you there. 

Report from the Southwest

Jerry Wolfe

The June meeting for the SW group was held at Wolfe Forge

with 18 in  attendance (Our record attendance for the past 15

months).  Peter Chamberlain gave an excellent demo on making

i t e m s  f ro m  R R

spikes.  Various

t w i s t s  w e r e

demonstrated along

with making a knife,

punch or other tool.

Heat treatment of the

knife was done in

“ S u p e r  Q u e n c h ”

which made a very

TOUGH knife of

High Carbon RR

spike steel.  One of

the knives made was

the first item selected

in the Iron in the Hat.  Even with the HOT day a lot of information

was exchanged about many subjects.

Thanks to everyone who attended and participated.

Peter Chamberlain twisting a spike with Mike Barry and John
Hargett’s help

Quenching a spike blade in Super Quench

Twisted spike after grooving all four sides in increments
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Book Review by Ned Digh

The Backyard Blacksmith, by Lorelei Sims

When at my shop recently for a demonstration, Clay Spencer

showed me this book by Lorelei Sims.  He said it had just been

released and may not yet be in the John C. Campbell Fokschool

bookstore.  On the internet, I found a copy at Northshire

Bookstores (www.northshire.com).

My first evening with the book was binding; I must have read

half of the book at that sitting.  In my opinion, this is one of the

best books I have seen for beginners. Lorelei presents the journey

to hobby blacksmithing in a logical path of progression.  Sidebar

explanations are placed throughout the book, explaining tools,

supplies, terminology, and safety messages.  One sidebar even

gives the author’s treatment for poison ivy, which is simply an

application of well-used quenching water.  She ventures an

opinion that the iron in quenching water dries the poison ivy

blisters.

The first four chapters deal with tools, equipment, arranging the

forge, and tips on the physical attributes of blacksmithing, such

as: stance and how to hold the hammer, as well as a basic

triangular arrangement of forge, anvil, and post vise.  There are

color photos dealing with coal fires and the color spectrum of hot

metal.  For increased hammer control, she recommends getting

a bucket of nails and practice hammering nails into wood about

once a week.

Chapter five is a super guide for both learning and teaching basic

blacksmithing. The author, in fact, explains that the book is her

effort to present basic blacksmithing in a simple and practical

manner.  The difference between hot cut and cold cut hardies is

explained as well as examples of various types of fullers.

Tapering, spreading, twisting, scrolling, and upsetting are

covered with explanations, as well as drawings and photos.

The book has a chapter on forge welding and various assemblage

techniques such as rivets, collars, and mortise and tendons.  The

explanations and photographs makes this a valuable reference as

the learning curve progresses.  Even if these skills are learned in

a resident course, the book can be a valuable source of refresher

tips and techniques.

A real treat is the section on making your own tooling, which is

always the delight of a blacksmith.  If you want instruction on

how to make hardy tools, a twisting wrench, or nail header, this

book is for you.  There are also explanations and drawings of a

pritchel plate, bending fork, monkey tool, guillotine, and anvil

stand. Directions and photos of various hooks, door and gate

hardware, a dinner bell, camping cooking accessories, and tools

for use with a coal forge are included.

The book has a very good glossary and listings of blacksmith

schools and sources of tools, supplies, publications, and

websites. This book would be an asset to any aspiring blacksmith

and a good reference to anyone teaching basic blacksmithing.

Classified

    THE FORGERY SCHOOL OF BLACKSMITHING
    
We are excited to announce the opening of our new facility located off of
Historic Route 66 in Moriarty, New Mexico.

The new shop can accommodate up to twelve students with at least two
instructors at all times to insure individual attention.  Each student will have
a complete forge, anvil, vice and tooling setup with all materials supplied.
   
The Forgery School of Blacksmithing was founded in 1986 by Robb Gunter.
He taught for twelve years before taking a few years off to complete a large
out of state commission.  In 2003 his sons, Chad and Brad, started
construction on a new facility which is now home to the new Forgery School
of Blacksmithing.
   
The Gunter family is two generations of professional blacksmiths each
specializing in their own areas of expertise; all combined to give the student
the best possible learning experience. 

There is a convenient variety of lodging and restaurant options within three
miles of the shop.

For more information or class schedules please contact: 
Chad Gunter: (505) 270-1007  Or  Brad Gunter: (505) 205-9815

IMPORTANT NOTICE (So read It!)
It is that time of year again, FABA elections  This year will be a little

different in that four (4) Trustees will be elected at the same time.

One person from each region.  Everyone will get to vote for all

regions, if there are multiple people running in the same region, but

you must live in the region you represent in order to be on the ballot

as a Trustee.  Length of terms will be staggered (one and two 

year terms) and since all four will be elected at the same time, terms

will be decided at the October conference by a simple method of

drawing from a hat. All other positions are two year terms. 

So the positions open for election this cycle are:

Treasurer

Newsletter Editor

Conference Chair

NE Trustee

SE Trustee

SW Trustee

NW Trustee

Please get your name in to be placed on the ballot by August 11,

2006, by sending it to:

Anne Reynolds

 11064 Sunset Blvd.; West Palm Beach, FL  33411

or email:  ARAReynolds@aol.com 

If you have any questions, please call Anne at (561)793-2452.
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Tire Hammer Workshop
Ron Childers

We completed the Clay Spencer 3

day Ray Klontz tire power hammer

workshop at Mike Bettinger's

Welding shop in Tallahassee on May

28. We built 14 hammers. The "3 day

work shop" is a slight misnomer. We

did it in 3

d a y s

because of

the several

weeks of preparation and preliminary

work done by a  number of

participants.

We cut, drilled, punched, sawed,

ground, fabricated and welded up what

seemed like thousands of parts. The

measurements and alignment of parts

such as the toggle linkage and spacing

is critical as is center punching,

drilling and tapping the holes in the ram and anvil.

We had most of the parts fabricated by the time the assembly

began and were fortunate to have a couple guys who are

professional welders working almost constantly. We were

pouring lead, fitting parts, welding and heat treating the dies,

re-packing the wheel bearings, cutting the crank plates to fit the

wheels and numerous other chores that kept every one busy.

Mike's son did the electrical wiring for the motors. There was no

room for slack and the successful completion depended upon

everyone working.

It was hot, noisy, stinky, tiresome and dirty- it doesn't get any

better than that. Best of all, no one was injured and it was fun

working in such a sprit of cooperation with so many people. 

The most time spent on the preliminary work was done by Troy

Brown who also got his friends in from Oklahoma to weld the

large parts such as the anvils to the bases, etc. We also had

people from Homestead, Tampa, Alabama, Arizona and north

Georgia. 

Some points to remember in a project such as this:

Publicity: I put notices in The Clinker Breaker, Theforge,

Anvilfire, Bituminous Bits and several blade forums.

Facility: We were fortunate to have

Mike Bettinger's welding shop with

every thing we needed including an

overhead crane and a forklift, an Iron

Worker to punch the numerous holes,

drill presses, mag drills, band saws, a

cold saw, track torch, mig welders

and other equipment.

Preliminary work: Several of

us spent afternoons and

Saturdays working on the

small parts and cutting the

tubing to specs. Just about

every thing must be ready for

assembly.

Scrounging: We cut the bases

out of 5/8 I beam that Mike

had scrounged and used his

track torch which was faster

and easier than cutting with a

hand-held torch.

The more stuff that can be

scrounged, the cheaper it is to

build. It

still cost

a little

over $1000 each for the dirty dozen. Clay and

Mike get a hammer in the deal.

Dealing with junk yards, at least around here,

is a real trip. The miserable sob’s don’t have

any idea unless you show them a parts manual

and in one case where we got 7 assemblies,

they didn’t include the lug nuts and left out the

bearing keepers- Junk yard mentality = don’t

know, don’t care; watch ‘em.

Precision: The parts must be punched and drilled to exacting

specifications; Clay furnished

jigs for this and we used

transfer punches to center

punch the plates and the

anvil, etc.

Mechanical aptitude: This

pro ject p re-supposes a

modicum of mechanical

ability. Some adjustments

will have to be made; (Clay discussed this at the debriefing) and you

will have to radius the dies to suit you.

Plans: Clay said plans will be available soon. Remember, though, we

had jigs for almost every part and assembly process so the critical

measurements were close. If

you do it on your own, you   

            better measure twice

……..    

There are probably some

aspects of the work shop I’ve

forgotten, but I think the

above covers most of it.
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FABA Officers
President  Bill Robertson 850-668-2876 applecrossforge@nettally.com

Vice President Jeff Mohr 850-926-4448 mockingbirdforge@peoplepc.com

Treasurer Juan Holbrook 352-374-8888 juanylindagrace@aol.com

Secretary Anne Reynolds 561-793-2452 ARAReynolds@aol.com

Program Chairman Clyde Payton 850-997-3627 paytonforge@nettally.com

Newsletter Editor Steve Bloom 352-528-6508 sab@ironflower.com

Past President –see Prez above – 2  termnd

Trustee #1 Tom Kennedy  407-469-3899 burninghandforge@hotmail.com

Trustee #2 Clyde Payton 850-997-3627 paytonforge@nettally.com

Trustee #3 Charlie Stemmann 561-964-8834 stemmann@aol.com

Trustee #4 John Butler 850-539-5742 jgbutler@sprintmail.com

The Florida Artist Blacksmith Association(FABA)  is a 501(c)(3) non-profit educational organization whose purposes are to teach, promote, and
preserve the art of blacksmithing.  Contributions are tax-deductible to the extent provided by law.  FABA publishes the Florida Clinker Breaker
monthly, and FABA membership includes a subscription.  We solicit correspondence and unpaid articles on any subjects related to FABA’s
purposes.  ABANA chapter newsletters may reprint non-copyrighted material if it is credited to the author and this newsletter.  You need the
publisher’s permission to reprint copyrighted material unless otherwise noted.

The Florida  Clinker Breaker
FLORIDA ARTIST BLACKSMITH ASSOCIATION

Juan Holbrook, Membership Records
6418 NW 97 Court
Gainesville, FL 32653

Steve Bloom, Editor; P.O. Box 760; Archer, FL 32618-0760; (352) 528-6508 or smith@blacksmithing.org; http://www.blacksmithing.org

August 2006
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