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President’s Corner
Bill Robertson

You should be receiving your

2006 conference brochure

with all the details, registration

and hotel information

sometime during the middle of

next month.  Many thanks go

to Clyde Payton who

volunteered to organize this

year’s event.  It looks like things are shaping up for

another great conference and I hope everyone will make

plans to attend.  This is the only event of the year that

brings all FABA members together in one location.

We are now going forward with our third conference

without filling the Program Chair board of trustee

position and we are proceeding with arrangements for a

fourth, because lining up demonstrators and vendors

needs to be done at least a year in advance.  Since this

board position has become so unpopular and impossible

to fill I am proposing that we change it.  The Program

Chair position, if you read our bylaws, is actually

responsible for more than just putting on the annual

conference.  The Program Chair is also supposed to

oversee and assist with programming regional events, to

ensure that we comply with our mission of promoting

and teaching the art of blacksmithing.  This aspect of the

job, to my knowledge, has never been done as the

Program Chair has usually been overwhelmed with

conference responsibilities.

My proposal, which I will make at the July 15, 2006

board meeting at the Pioneer Settlement in Barberville

has two parts.  Part one would be to eliminate the

conference responsibility from the Program Chair

position to allow the Program Chair the time to help

develop and coordinate quality meetings statewide.  Part

two would be to run our annual conference similar to the

way the SBA conference at Madison is run.  There, all of

the participating affiliates have an equal share of the

tasks involved and those tasks rotate each year, with one

affiliate being responsible for oversight of the event as a

whole.  In other words, I’m proposing that our

conference be divided into four equal divisions of labor

and these responsibilities would rotate from region to

region each year.  Exceptions to the rotation, to be

worked out, would be assisting the smaller regions that

don’t have the resources and trading jobs between

regions if the skills in those areas are to each other's

advantage.  The effect of this will be to make the entire

state responsible for the conference with each region

contributing something, rather than one individual trying

to organize it alone.   Hopefully, this will also help to

create a sense of unity for FABA as the conference will

truly become a statewide effort and event.  

Ed Arrons

Steve Bloom

Billie Christie

Bill Robertson

Jerry Wolfe
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Upcoming Events
The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community.  Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA) sponsored events are highlighted in bold
typeface.  The regions have no boundaries - everyone is welcome everywhere.  Come to more than one if you can.  We hold regular monthly meetings in each region
(except that we all try to get together at one Statewide Meeting each quarter) on the following Saturdays of each month: NE-1st, NW-2nd, SE-3rd, SW-last.  The
actual dates may vary from month to month; check the schedule below.  Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge.  Prospective members are always
welcome.  Come for all or any part of a meeting, bring your tools, or just watch.  Most meetings run from 9AM to 4PM, and you'll need to bring a lunch if you stay
all day, unless otherwise noted.  If you have any questions about meetings please contact the Regional Coordinators:

Northeast Region: Ken Knight (352)-339-0629 Ironken@aol.com

Northwest Region: Billie Christie (850) 421-1386 chriswoodforge@earthlink.net

Southeast Region: Ed Aaron (561) 748-9824 EdandMickieAaron@aol.com

Southwest Region: Jerry Wolfe (941) 355-5615 wolfeforge@juno.com

SW Region - Jul 22

NE Region - Jul 01

NW Region - Jul 08

SE Region - Jul 15

July 2006

NE  Jul 01 Barberville - open forges

NW  Jul 08 Panhandle Pioneer Settlement in Blountstown, FL (Work on

tools for auction & blacksmith shop improvements)

All Jul 15 Board Meeting - Barberville @ 12:00 noon

SE Jul 15 Eric Velleca's shop-trying to finish our auction project.

Bring personal lunch or enough to share.. 

SW Jul 22 Wolfe Forge – Making “ARTISTIC Elements / Sculptures”

by Steve Kalb.
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Current Events

SW Jul 22 Wolfe Forge – Making “ARTISTIC Elements /

Sculptures” by Steve Kalb. This will be a group

effort to made items for the annual FABA

Auction. Bring your “creative juices” and a

willingness to make something to be included in

the design.  Items may be a wall hanging grill or

umbrella stand. Lunch break – Bring a dish to

share. Bring  Iron in the Hat item

Future  Events
NE Aug 05 Barberville

NW Aug 12  Mike Bettinger Welding in Tallahassee, FL.

(Bill Robertson Demonstrating) Remember to

bring a covered dish and your Iron in the hat

items.

NE Sep 02 Barberville

Reports from the Northwest

Billie Christie

The NW Region of FABA met on May 13th at Benny Prince’s

Farmers Heritage Museum in Cairo, GA.  It was a beautiful

spring day, and 23 people signed in.

The forges were busy with Charles Pate “Hippie” and Ron

Childers beginning the demonstrations with how to make Celtic

crosses from a railroad spike, tomahawks from horseshoe rasps,

and railroad spikes made into a split heart.  Bill Robertson then

got busy making a gothic dog head and a camel head out of a 1”

square.  Mike Bettinger made a tomahawk out of a horseshoe

rasp.  As always, everything turned out by these blacksmiths

were impressive!

With the help of Mark Stone and Ester Gurr, the “Iron In The

Hat” brought in $81.00.

We had Bar-B-Que Chicken and a variety of side dishes for

lunch and, as always, it was mouth-watering!!

As was customary, the day was both educational and fun-filled,

especially if you checked out the interesting antique objects and

the animal menagerie!

Bring your favorite jigs, cameras and notebooks.  We will show

each other how they work and can tell us why they are your

favorite.  If you are inclined bring along some stock to make

them.  We will donate the replicas to the annual auction.  If time

permits, Bill will demonstrate carving the basic animal head.

Also from the NW

Ron Childers

 We did it and it was a success. We built 14 hammers. Do you

think I should write it up for the Clinker Breaker? 

Editor == I’m looking forward to it!

Report from the Southwest

Ed Aarons

Since oldtimers disease must be working on me, I failed to give a

report for our April Meeting. I apologize, especially to Pete and

Carolyn Yockey, since they were great hosts. They provided an

excellent lunch- ham, scalloped potatoes, salad, fruit, chili and so

much more.  We had 3 forges going and Pete gave instructions on

grinding blades.  Since I couldn't remember to write article a month

ago, I have forgotten most of the other details, but THANKS Pete...

We discussed designing and making a project for auction for the

Conference.  Eric Velleca took our input and said that he'd work on

the design..And now to May's meeting.

May 20th's meeting was held at Eric Velleca's shop with 14 members

in attendance. Eric designed a table for donation by our group for the

auction at the Conference. We worked on it with Eric doing the heavy

forging, with a group working on another  forged element and another

group working on ram's heads. Actually, I caused us to get a late start

with our project, but at the end of the day, everyone thinks we are on

schedule for completion for the auction...Lunch was bring your own

and or dishes to share. Same for June's meeting at John Obrein's and

July back at Eric's..  We plan on perfecting our technique of making

Ram's Heads in June at John's. See you there.

Thanks, Eric, for designing the table and hosting our meetings.  A

great thanks to everyone that hosts our meetings. You could be a host,

just let me know.

When our project is complete, I'd like our group to work together to

learn techniques of making various things.. Let me know if you have

ideas. 

Report from the Southwest

Jerry Wolfe

The May meeting for the SW group was held at Dick Walker’s Forge

with 7 in attendance to watch Dick  Walker demonstrate the

techniques to make a tomahawk.  Dick made a tomahawk from strip

stock and forge welded a piece of file for a hardened edge. A handle

was made for the tomahawk to demonstrate the throwing techniques

(we got the interest of the young folks).  Then Mike Pizza decided to

try his hand at making a tomahawk and learned some new skills.

Mike’s sons Alex and

Zach practiced throw

the tomahawk.

Thanks to everyone

who attended and

p a rt ic ip a ted .  (S e e

pictures on next page)
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The Story of ABAF – The Generous Cow          Clyde Payton

Long, long ago – and far, far away there was a small village called YORE.  And in this village of Yore were several families

with many children.  It was a poor village and often the children suffered from hunger. One day the village elder – who was called

Vellard Smidt – called together a village council meeting.  Now Elder Smidt was a very wise old man who knew the ways of men better

than any one who lived in Yore.  He was very old and had seen many prosperous years and many lean years in the village of Yore.

Vellard Smidt spoke to the council, saying: “It is true that the village of Yore has many children.  It is also true that these

children are hungry.  Therefore I have a plan – “We the people of Yore can all contribute a small share which will make enough to buy

the finest cow which will give enough milk to well sustain our children.

“And in a land not far from us I know of such a cow.  We can all together buy this cow and bring it to our village.  We will

care for this cow and feed it well and it will amply provide for us – we have many meadows throughout our village of Yore where we

can grow forage and grains and by all of us working together we can care and feed our cow very well, and it will in turn nourish our

children so that they will thrive and not be hungry.”

All the people of Yore listened to their Elder with deep interest.  They were greatly inspired by what he said.  They liked his

plan very much and the whole village shouted with glee a unanimous agreement with their Elder’s plan.  Immediately each of the

villagers contributed what they could to a sum that would buy this wonderful cow.  When this sum had been reached a special delegation

was dispatched to the land of special cows and a fine one was purchased for the village of Yore. 

The fine cow was brought back and proudly shown to all the people of the village.  Everyone was much pleased with such a

fine cow and they wanted to give it a name. They decided to call their fine cow Abaf – now abaf was Yorenese, meaning Generous.

Abaf was very happy in the village of Yore and in the beginning the people took very good care of Abaf.  They fed her with ample

forage and grain which the villagers grew in their meadows.  And in turn Abaf gave forth much milk which made all the people happy

and the children thrived well.

Many seasons came and went in the village of Yore – but one day Elder Smidt called a meeting of the village council in order

to give a message of great concern.  Elder Smidt spoke to the villagers saying:“I see that the children of Yore are no longer thriving.

Hunger once again knocks at the door of Yore because we have grown complacent and indifferent.“We no longer diligently work the

meadows of Yore and little forage and grain now grow in order to feed Abaf.  As a consequence Abaf can not produce the sustenance

that she once did so that our children may thrive.  “What shall we do?” asked Elder Smidt.

Much mumbling and many excuses were heard among the people, but no one came forth to offer a return to former years of

prosperity. This saddened Elder Smidt very, very much – and it caused him to chastise the complacent non-compliants by saying these

simple words: “In all villages there can be found two kinds of people – Givers and Takers. The Givers shall be prosperous and their

children will thrive and bring forth wondrous works; and much happiness and fulfillment will be their reward.  The Takers will not thrive

for very long and they will reap disappointment and emptiness.  Their children will go astray and become disappointments in many

ways.”

Hearing these words everyone fell silent, and each villager then went his separate way, each thinking deeply upon what the

old man had said.  

Dick Walker – Mike & Zach Pizza



Clinker Breaker - July 2006 -5



Clinker Breaker - July 2006 -6



Clinker Breaker - July 2006 -7



Clinker Breaker - July 2006 -8



Clinker Breaker - July 2006 -9



FABA Officers
President  Bill Robertson 850-668-2876 applecrossforge@nettally.com

Vice President Jeff Mohr 850-926-4448 mockingbirdforge@peoplepc.com

Treasurer Juan Holbrook 352-374-8888 juanylindagrace@aol.com

Secretary Anne Reynolds 561-793-2452 ARAReynolds@aol.com

Program Chairman Clyde Payton 850-997-3627 paytonforge@nettally.com

Newsletter Editor Steve Bloom 352-528-6508 sab@ironflower.com

Past President –see Prez above – 2  termnd

Trustee #1 Tom Kennedy  407-469-3899 burninghandforge@hotmail.com

Trustee #2 Clyde Payton 850-997-3627 paytonforge@nettally.com

Trustee #3 Charlie Stemmann 561-964-8834 stemmann@aol.com

Trustee #4 John Butler 850-539-5742 jgbutler@sprintmail.com

The Florida Artist Blacksmith Association(FABA)  is a 501(c)(3) non-profit educational organization whose purposes are to teach, promote, and
preserve the art of blacksmithing.  Contributions are tax-deductible to the extent provided by law.  FABA publishes the Florida Clinker Breaker
monthly, and FABA membership includes a subscription.  We solicit correspondence and unpaid articles on any subjects related to FABA’s
purposes.  ABANA chapter newsletters may reprint non-copyrighted material if it is credited to the author and this newsletter.  You need the
publisher’s permission to reprint copyrighted material unless otherwise noted.

The Florida  Clinker Breaker
FLORIDA ARTIST BLACKSMITH ASSOCIATION

Juan Holbrook, Membership Records
6418 NW 97 Court
Gainesville, FL 32653

Steve Bloom, Editor; P.O. Box 760; Archer, FL 32618-0760; (352) 528-6508 or smith@blacksmithing.org; http://www.blacksmithing.org
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