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President’s Corner
Bill Robertson

Election 2006: 

 When most people

see this heading they either run

away screaming or skim down

the page to see if there is

anything else that might

actually be interesting to read.

But this time, it’s different and

important as changes have been made that directly effects

each region.  Each region this fall will be electing a

representative that will be a voice on the board for that

region.  You can read the language change that was

adopted and is now part of FABA’s bylaws inside this

issue: Article III, Board of Trustees.   If no one runs for a

trustee position in a particular region a vacancy on the

board will result. This change was made to insure that each

region has a representative on the board.

You can nominate your region’s representative as

a group or, members can run independently.  There are no

regional boundaries, but nominees must run from the region

in which they primarily participate.  The deadline for

nominees to be placed on the ballot is mid July and the

ballots will be mailed out on or before August 15, 2006.  If

you plan on running a campaign, be aware of the deadlines

for submissions to the newsletter.  Articles for the

newsletter have to be received by the 10th of each month in

order to be in the following month’s issue.  This really

leaves only two opportunities left to put a platform in the

newsletter.

In addition to the four trustee positions, the

positions of Newsletter Editor, Treasurer and Program

Chairman are open.

One word on the Program Chair position:  We

have now had a vacancy for this position since 2003.  This

is really sad.  The slack has been taken up by a committee

formed in the SE region, a collective effort by the Board of

Directors and, this year by Clyde Payton who just didn’t

want to see us not have an annual conference (a real

possibility).  We need someone to step forward and help

organize next year’s conference.  You could have a great

opportunity to work with Clyde this year, see what’s

involved and line up people at this conference for the next

one.  It is becoming necessary to line up quality

demonstrators over a year in advance and the decision of

who to try to line up must be made now if we want to lock

them in for next year.

Tip of the Month:  

This is a clever leaf jig, made out of mild steel,

invented by Juan Holbrook and demonstrated at this past

April NW region statewide meeting.  It cups (daps) a

forged leaf, rolls out the edges and curls the tip all in one

step.  It also accommodates two sizes of leaves.  It is made

by simply sinking two different size ball pein hammers (

ball end) into a thick piece of steel and attaching a hardy

shank.  Very nice, Juan!
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Upcoming Events
The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community.  Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA) sponsored events are highlighted in bold
typeface.  The regions have no boundaries - everyone is welcome everywhere.  Come to more than one if you can.  We hold regular monthly meetings in each region
(except that we all try to get together at one Statewide Meeting each quarter) on the following Saturdays of each month: NE-1st, NW-2nd, SE-3rd, SW-last.  The
actual dates may vary from month to month; check the schedule below.  Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge.  Prospective members are always
welcome.  Come for all or any part of a meeting, bring your tools, or just watch.  Most meetings run from 9AM to 4PM, and you'll need to bring a lunch if you stay
all day, unless otherwise noted.  If you have any questions about meetings please contact the Regional Coordinators:

Northeast Region: Ken Knight (352)-339-0629 Ironken@aol.com

Northwest Region: Billie Christie (850) 421-1386 chriswood@talweb.com

Southeast Region: Ed Aaron (561) 748-9824 EdandMickieAaron@aol.com

Southwest Region: Jerry Wolfe (941) 355-5615 wolfeforge@juno.com

SE Region - May 20
SW Region - May 27

NE Region - May 06

Directions to NW meeting - May 13

In Cairo, at the intersection of Hwy. 84 and 188E (at

Rite Aid Pharmacy), go East on 188E, one and 3/10

mile.  Turn left on Woodland (at Faith Christian

Church), go 2 and 6/10 miles to Prince Road, which is

the second dirt road on the right.  At Prince Road, turn

right and go 8/10 mile to mail box #392 and turn right.

Go down drive 1/2 mile to Farmers Heritage Museum.

May 2006

NE  May 06 Steve Bloom’s shop-near Williston-forging beasts

NW  May 13 Benny Prince’s Farmers Heritage Museum in Cairo, Georgia

SE  May 20 probably be at Yesteryear Village- check with Ed

SW May 27 Dick Wright’s Forge (Extra Garage B 24)-just a few doors

down from Wolfe Forge: Making a Tomahawk : Lunch

break – Bring a dish to share.: Bring  Iron in the Hat item
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Or forge a “Moo”

NE - blow up a pillow!

Or blow up a fish...

Current Events
NE May 07 Your Editor’s shop - south of Archer, NW of

Williston - For a change of pace from knife work

- it’s animal forging and pillow construction!

Demonstrators will be myself (octopus, bird heads

and the “Moo”), Bill Roberts (blowing up things

a la Elizabeth Brim), and Ben Rogers. See pics to

right.

NW May 13  Cairo, Georgia at Benny Prince’s Farmers

Heritage Museum.  Mike Murphy will be

demonstrating and there will also be an open

forge.  Chicken Purlieu will be provided. 

Please remember to bring a covered dish and a

chair for your comfort.  Should be fun! ?  

Upcoming Events

NE Jun 03 Barberville

NW Jun 10 Tallahassee Museum of History and Natural

Science (previously named Jr. Museum).  Free

admission for FABA members.  Bring a brown

bag lunch or enjoy the Trail Break Café at the

museum.  The address is 3945 Museum Drive,

Tallahassee, Fl.     

Jun 19 - deadline Walt Anderson Scholarship application

Reports from the Northeast

Ken Knight

As you know I was a noshow at Barberville on the 1st of April.

One of the many water systems I maintain, had a computer glitch.

This was a small Towns system and I had to operate it by hand

over the weekend.

 A very hart felt thanks goes out to Allen Hardwicke, Ronnie

Fowler, and Bill Stapleton for running the show. A special thanks

to Bob Mancuso for handling the Buck-in-the-Bucket,

great job!

Next month we will descend on Steve & Kimmy Blooms shop

and home. That will be May 6 th. Please come and bring a

Buck-in-the-Bucket item, hand made if possable.

 For those of you in need of lose ball bearings . There is a place

in Gainesville called Bearings & Drives that can get any size you

could possibly need. They want payment before shipping and

they have a minimum order on small bearings. I have rebuilt

several old sewing machines and a blower for my forge through

those folks. I don't try to size the oval or egg shaped balls that

droop out of equipment. I just take a few to them and they do the

sizing. I do sometimes have to buy 2 or 3 times more thin I

wanted. If the bearings are  large, say 1 inch or more, you don't

have to buy as many at a time. So give them a call at

352-375-0568 or send me your little balls and I'll get them for ya.

That's Ken Knight -1539 SW 15 th Way, Bell,Fl. 32619

     By the way I now have an E-mail address (see box - pg 2) 

Reports from the Northwest

Billie Christie

The March 11, 2006 meeting was another beautiful day outside of

Monticello, Florida at Clyde & Vi Payton’s, Payton Forge. We had

a good size meeting with 60 people signing in.  Clyde had a very

informative program lined up.  Clyde started with showing several

ways to find the center of a round piece of plate steel, and by showing

how to mark and drill holes correctly.  Dr. Skeeter Prather

demonstrated how to make a splitting chisel and a square pointed

punch, out of ½” square steel. He then showed how to harden &

temper them using two different methods (running the colors & using

a temperature stick).  Using the splitting chisel he punched a round

hole, and then squared the hole using the square punch.  Aaron Peck

was busy all day with plenty of people trying their hand at the open

forges. 

 

Charles Pate (Hippie) was the third demonstrator, going into detail the

proper way to use an oxygen and acetylene torch, choosing the proper

tip for the size metal to be cut, proper gauge pressure, and direction

of cut to throw metal away from your feet.  Lots of safety tips and as

always BE CAREFUL!

Next, Bill Robertson brought his Henrob 2000 cutting torch system,

along with a video that showed how this unique twin mixing chambers

torch worked.  It uses 80% less gas while being able to weld stainless,

aluminum, and steel (with lots of practice).  Looks impressive. 

Thanks guys, nice work!

The “Iron In The Hat” was another interesting event thanks to Linda

Holbrook, Ester Gurr and Arron Peck.  We made $143.00!  Don’t

forget…five free tickets for hand forged items. As always, lunch was

delicious!  A BIG thank you to Vi and her helpers…the Lasagna,
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covered dishes, and desserts were scrumptious.

This meeting was another interesting and informative one. 

Belated Report

February the 11th was a cold and wet day, just right for staying

inside Juan & Linda Holbrook’s warm and cozy “Talca Forge”

in Gainesville, Florida.

The demonstrator was our own Southwest Regional Coordinator

Jerry Wolfe and his assistant Juan Holbrook.  Jerry won a

scholarship and had just returned from a class at the Campbell

Folk School in Brasstown, N.C. that was taught by George

Dixon. The project today was a heavy duty, free standing paper

towel holder. While making this holder, he used many of the

skills taught in the class, like drifting a 5/8” hole in a ½” square

bar, making a mortis and tendon joint, and making a square

corner. Turned out great!

Linda Holbrook had made a beautiful mosaic stepping stone with

the likeness of an anvil and flames.  This was auctioned off for

$85.00 plus the “Iron In The Hat” brought in $137.00.  Thanks

Linda and Ester Gurr for all you did to help make this a

memorable experience.  

Lunch was delicious with homemade chili and scrumptious

covered dishes.  Thank you everyone!

Clyde Payton held a meeting at lunch about the annual

conference to be held in October.  There is a lot to be

done…setting up, taking down…you name it and we could use

your help to…git ‘er done!  Call Clyde Payton or Ben Rogers if

you can help.

Happy Hammering!

Report from the

Southwest

Jerry Wolfe

The March meeting

was attended by Dick

Wright, Scott Brown

and George Artis.  Making

towel holders using the

joinery techniques learned at

J.C. Campbell Folk School

was demonstrated by Jerry

Wolfe. The techniques used

were creating a square corner,

piercing / drifting, mortise /

tenon joint, and lap joints.

Scott Brown showed his

handy work making a Viking

Chest with the key and

hardware all hand forged and

filed. 

Report from the Southeast

Ed Aarons

     March 18th was the S.E. Region's meeting date,  hosted by Ray

and Anne Reynolds.  As a FABA Member and the acting Regional

coordinator, I thank you  and appreciate your hosting our meeting.  It

made my job easier.  And as usual,  Anne and Ray were great hosts,

providing a wonderful lunch and drinks.  

       We had a good turn-out,  10 members and 10 visitors.  There was

a chance for everyone to pound on steel since we had 3 forges going

all day.

       I would like to advise anyone that didn't hear it March 18 that if

enough interest is shown, we will try to hold workshops for whatever

is wanted.  Be it gas forges, blacksmith helpers, hand tools or

whatever.   Just let me know.. 

       I also will try to provide videoes of blacksmithing, catalogues for

John Campbell Folk School and the info on anything that I can

acquire.  Let me know of any interests.

       Also still need people to host meetings. desperately...Please call

me-561-748-9824.  ***Our May meeting will probably be at

Yesteryear Village.. been trying to get OK but after 4 calls, still don't

know.. See everyone at Pete Yockey's April 15th

Announcements
Elections   

ARTICLE III

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

SECTION 2.  OFFICERS AND TRUSTEES.

A.  There shall be four Trustees, with a Trustee for each region

of the state (Southwest, Southeast, Northwest and Northeast).  The

Trustee representing a specific region shall reside in the region he or

she represents.  Each Trustee shall serve a term of two years or until

his or her successor shall have been elected.  In the absence of an

Dick & Jerry at work
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annual election, the incumbent Trustees shall continue to hold

office and conduct FABA’s business until their successors have

been duly elected.  Two trustees shall be elected in odd

numbered years.  Two trustees shall be elected in even numbered

years. 

SECTION 4.  ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND TRUSTEES. 

B.  The tenure of office for all Officers and Trustees shall

be two years.  The President, Vice President, Secretary, Trustee

#1 and Trustee #3 shall be elected in odd numbered years; the

Treasurer, Newsletter Editor, Program Chairperson, Trustee #2,

and Trustee #4 shall be elected in even numbered years.  All

Officers and Trustees currently in office when these Bylaws are

adopted shall continue in office until the next regular election or

until replaced by the Board of Trustees, whichever is sooner.  In

order to implement regional representation by Trustees and to

re-establish staggered terms, the following schedule shall be

followed:  In 2005, the individuals elected to Trustee positions

#1 and #3 shall serve for one year instead of two.  In 2006 when

all Trustee positions are up for election, the NW and SW trustees

will be elected for one year only, while the NE and SE trustees

will be elected for two-year terms.  Thereafter, the NW and SW

trustees shall be elected in odd numbered years and the NE and

SE trustees shall be elected in even numbered years and all shall

serve two-year terms.  

2006 OCTOBER CONFERENCE – PROGRESS

REPORT

 Clyde Payton, Program Chair

The 2006 FABA Conference will be in Barberville, Florida at the

Pioneer Settlement Museum – Friday, Saturday, and Sunday,

October 13, 14, and 15, 2006.

October will be here before you know it – we are planning the

very best Annual Conference yet!!!

Help us make it so –

Get with your Regional Program Coordinator for a workshop on

making a Regional Project to be donated to the Saturday Night

Auction.  Also you can individually donate an item to this

Auction – be sure to bring it with you to the Conference and have

it tagged and get a receipt for your donation.  If you can’t bring

an Auction item then be sure to bring something to donate to the

Iron-In-Hat Raffle.  These two functions are the main way FABA

raises money for our Operations Costs.

We will also have one heck of a Tailgate Sales Row – so bring

plenty of stuff to sell – we do not charge any “fee” for this, but

you must be registered for the conference – the money you make

here is all yours. 

There will be two mainstream blacksmith demonstrators on

Friday p.m., all day Saturday, and ‘til noon on Sunday.  There

will also be blacksmithing classes for the beginner and

intermediate students.  We will have craft classes on basket weaving,

jewelry making, scrap booking, and story telling.  

Tim Ryan, the Auctioneer, will do his famous Anvil Shoot at noon on

Saturday.

We will have an Art Gallery set up for you to display your “show &

tell” piece(s).  Everyone will be able to cast a vote for the “People’s

Choice” cash award.

We have reserved a block of rooms at the University Inn, 644 North

Woodland Blvd., Deland, FL 32724.  1-800-345-8991;  FAX

386/734-5716; regular phone 386/734-5711.  We have gotten a very

good rate - $59.95 per night for a double room.  Be sure and call in

your reservation NOW – tell them you are with the BLACKSMITH

CONFERENCE.  

So that your family will not miss Sunday School – we will have a

brief Chapel Service in the Church on Sunday at 8:00 a.m.  

Sooooo – Be sure and bring your spouse, all the kids, and Grandma

too, and join us for a heck of a good family time!

For Sale
Horseshoes - new and used - for blacksmith crafts or farrier use.

Mostly heeled shoes, polo plates & some aluminum. Real wrought

iron chain links appx 1" diameter & 6" long ~ 1' if straightened ($10

each).  Call Sarah McMurray 561-793-1759 or 561-385-9199

For Sale

Pullmax "P5" with extensive tooling - $3,500.00

Plasma Cutter - Thermal Dynamics - "Merlin" cuts 2" all
metals. New
$17,000.00. Runs great - $5,500.00

Contact: Ray Nager, Lakeland, Fla.  863-868-5837

Juried Show
North Carolina: “Inaugural Ironworks Juried Exhibition”
May 4 to July 7, 2007. Hosted by Wilkes Art Gallery,
North Wilkesboro, NC. Open to Artists/Blacksmiths of
the Southeast Region. For information call (336)667-2841
or info@wilkesartgallery.org
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The Florida Artist Blacksmith Association(FABA)  is a 501(c)(3) non-profit educational organization whose purposes are to teach, promote, and
preserve the art of blacksmithing.  Contributions are tax-deductible to the extent provided by law.  FABA publishes the Florida Clinker Breaker
monthly, and FABA membership includes a subscription.  We solicit correspondence and unpaid articles on any subjects related to FABA’s
purposes.  ABANA chapter newsletters may reprint non-copyrighted material if it is credited to the author and this newsletter.  You need the

FABA Officers
President  Bill Robertson 850-668-2876 applecrossforge@nettally.com

Vice President Jeff Mohr 850-926-4448 mockingbirdforge@peoplepc.com

Treasurer Juan Holbrook 352-374-8888 juanylindagrace@aol.com

Secretary Anne Reynolds 561-793-2452 ARAReynolds@aol.com

Program Chairman Clyde Payton 850-997-3627 paytonforge@nettally.com

Newsletter Editor Steve Bloom 352-528-6508 sab@ironflower.com

Past President –see Prez above – 2  termnd

Trustee #1 Tom Kennedy  407-469-3899 burninghandforge@hotmail.com

Trustee #2 Clyde Payton 850-997-3627 paytonforge@nettally.com

Trustee #3 Charlie Stemmann 561-964-8834 stemmann@aol.com

Trustee #4 John Butler 850-539-5742 jgbutler@sprintmail.com

The Florida  Clinker Breaker
FLORIDA ARTIST BLACKSMITH ASSOCIATION

Juan Holbrook, Membership Records
6418 NW 97 Court
Gainesville, FL 32653

Steve Bloom, Editor; P.O. Box 760; Archer, FL 32618-0760; (352) 528-6508 or smith@blacksmithing.org; http://www.blacksmithing.org
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