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President’s Corner
Bill Robertson

Spring is here and with it is

ano ther FAB A sta tewide

meeting. This one is being

hosted by the NW region at the

Panhandle Pioneer Settlement

in Blountstown, Florida on

April the 8th.  Demonstrating

will be Billy Hollon from Troy,

Alabama.  See the article inside for details.  Spring in the

Smokey Mountains is also great.  It’s even better at a

blacksmithing event.   The Second Annual Fire on the

Mountain Festival will take place in downtown Spruce

Pine, North Carolina on Saturday, April 29.  There will be

live demonstrations by well-known blacksmiths such as

Bea Hensley, Elizabeth Brim and maybe Daniel Boone.

For more information you can contact Kay at

spmainst@bellsouth.net.   If North Carolina is not far

enough away for you, then July 5th through the 8th you can

head cross country to the 2006 ABANA Sleepless in

Seattle conference.  The only problem with ABANA

conferences is that there is usually more stuff going on than

you can possibly see.  If you do plan to travel this summer,

I would recommend that you check the anvilfire.com

website to see if there are any blacksmith events occurring

in route or at your destination.  On Anvil Fire they post a

lot of the national events as well as international ones. 

 

As I get ready to head to the John C. Campbell Folk School

for a traditional joinery class with Clay Spencer, I want to

remind you of the new scholarship being offered by the

Southern Blacksmith Association.  To apply contact our

Scholarship Committee Chairman Skeeter Prather at 286

Terry Rd, Tallahassee, Florida 32312.   This may be a one

time offer so don’t let it slip by.  I have written many times

on what a rewarding experience the Folk School is. All I

can add is that you owe it to yourself, to find out for

yourself.

Tip of the Month:  (You may have noticed that I am not

doing my safety tips anymore). I still want to encourage

and promote safety but I was getting a little embarrassed by

what a bad example I was setting.

The Tip:  Everyone who lives in Florida knows what

happens to their iron during the winter.  It gets real cold

then a warm humid day comes along which causes all your

iron to sweat.   Sometimes it looks like someone turned the

hose on inside the shop.  After the last of the cold weather

is over we wire brush all the iron in our shop and put a

protective coating on it.  What we have found that works

best is a 50-50 mixture of boiled linseed oil and turpentine.

You apply it with a brush and after a few minutes wipe it

down with a rag.  It’s important to wipe it because if you

don’t it will leave a thick coat that remains sticky.  This

provides good protection that usually lasts until the

following winter. Sorry, but it is not as effective for iron

left outside. If you live in Florida and you want to expose

iron to the weather (without it rusting) you have to paint

it...   

Ed Arrons

Steve Bloom

Billie Christie

Bill Robertson

Jerry Wolfe
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Upcoming Events
The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community.  Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA) sponsored events are highlighted in bold
typeface.  The regions have no boundaries - everyone is welcome everywhere.  Come to more than one if you can.  We hold regular monthly meetings in each region
(except that we all try to get together at one Statewide Meeting each quarter) on the following Saturdays of each month: NE-1st, NW-2nd, SE-3rd, SW-last.  The
actual dates may vary from month to month; check the schedule below.  Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge.  Prospective members are always
welcome.  Come for all or any part of a meeting, bring your tools, or just watch.  Most meetings run from 9AM to 4PM, and you'll need to bring a lunch if you stay
all day, unless otherwise noted.  If you have any questions about meetings please contact the Regional Coordinators:

Northeast Region: Ken Knight (352)-339-0629 –unknown--

Northwest Region: Billie Christie (850) 421-1386 chriswood@talweb.com

Southeast Region: Ed Aaron (561) 748-9824 EdandMickieAaron@aol.com

Southwest Region: Jerry Wolfe (941) 355-5615 wolfeforge@juno.com

SW region - Apr 29

NW region - Apr 08

SE region - Apr 15

NE region - Apr 01

April 2006

NE Apr 01 Barberville with Alan Hardwicke (See pg.3)

NW Apr 08 Panhandle Pioneer Settlement Blountstown (see pg.3)

SE Apr 15 Pete Yockey’s Shop

also Apr 22-3 Spring Festival & Frolic, Barberville (=Tools, 

Trades, and Transportation Festival)

SW Apr 29 (NOTE - 5  Sat!) - Dick Wright’s Forge (See Pg.3)th
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Current Events
NE Apr 01 See NE report below

NW Apr 08 see NW report below

SE Apr 29 5th Saturday at Dick Wright’s Forge (Extra

Garage B 24); Just a few doors down from

Wolfe Forge; Making a Tomahawk; Lunch

break – Bring a dish to share; Bring  Iron in the

Hat item

Upcoming Events
NE May 06 Steve Bloom’s - Williston Fl (see NE report)

NW May 13 Benny Prince’s Farmers Heritage Museum in

Cairo, Georgia.

SE Mar 18 Ray and Anne Reynolds.

Jun 19 - deadline Walt Anderson Scholarship application

Reports from the Northeast

Ken Knight

.Next meeting will be April Fools day at Barberville. Allen

Hardwicke will be doing a back to basics demonstration. Which

would be a great opportunity for everyone to make something for

the buck-in-the-bucket. Those old roller skates, bowling balls,

and busted clocks are all interesting, however a hand made 

something would be great!

With summer coming on, your slag bucket is going to become a

breeding area for mosquitos and alga. However if you drop some

old copper or brass in it this will inhibit the growth of both. The

copper or brass needs to be cleaned to bare metal. Some waters

will need more then others.

Preview of coming attractions – Animal House (more or less)

The May meeting will be at my shop (near Williston) and for a

change of pace, no knives! We’re going to do animals.  I’ll demo

a simple bird head, an octopus and the “Moo”.  Ben Rogers will

do an animal head of his choice and Bill Roberts will blow up a

fish.  Come for the forging and eat the chili! – Steve Bloom

Reports from the Northwest

Billie Christie

Billy Hollon of The Forgery (Troy, Al) will be be the

demonstrator for the April Quareterly Meeting in Blountstown.

Billy has been working with metal craft since 1992 and was

introduced to smithing by  Rick Jay in 1997.  After hammering

for a hobby for two and a half years, Billie found thathis job took

up too much time, so he quit his job and moved to Alabama and

started blacksmithing full time. He makes door grills for a

company that sells world-wide, has dabbled in blades, and

handles walk-in customer orders as well.

Report from the Southwest

Jerry Wolfe

The February meeting for the SW group was held at Wolfe Forge

with 9 in attendance. Phil Pauley was our main demonstrator

showing his favorite tools of support block for animal heads,

traveler to determine length of stock, three prong bending fixture,

hook bending tongs and making a

“twisted braid” (credit to Bill Epps at

h t t p : / / w w w . a n v i l f i r e . c o m /

iForge/tutor/braid/top_index.htm )

John Hargett demonstrated making

tooling from A 2 tool steel.  Many

tips on cutting, forming, heat

treatment and putting handles on

the tools were demonstrated.

Samples of A 2 steel was given to

each who wanted to make a tool.

Scott Brown demonstrated making

a “flure de lie” from strip stock.  

Thanks to everyone who attended

and participated.

Power Hammer Workshop

Ron Childers

We are trying to put together another power hammer workshop;

hopefully in May in Tallahassee. Interested persons can e-mail

Mike Bettinger at bmchild2@aol.com.It's the same as last time;

The Ray Clontz tire hammer in a workshop put on by Clay

Spencer. May 26 is the target date. - (if you don’t already have a

hammer, this is not a bad way to go! – Editor)

Announcements

The next board meeting is officially set for Monday April 17,

2006 at 7:00 pm by phone. Contact the Prez or Anne for access

information.

The SE region wants to know if there is interest in a gas forge

workshop.  If you’re interested, please contact Ed.

http://www.anvilfire.com/
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For Sale
A complete chimney set ready to install with two six foot

sections of double wall stainless pipe. $175 Contact Bill

Robertson at 850-668-2876

For Sale
1) One Champion 400 hand-cranked forge blower complete

with hearth, shield, stand and forge tuyere pipe. The height of

blower and shield is 46”. The hearth is 18” in diameter.

2) Two unused Wallace Yater swage blocks, I purchased them

new probably between years 1984 to 1986. I bought them and

just never used them. They have been stored for at least twenty

years without use.

3) Twelve blacksmithing hand tools. All used, old and still

ready to work or be displayed.

In order to find some of these items on eBay, my eBay ID is:

sdemba. The only current item for auction is the forge. It has a

eBay listing number: 6255597839

I have posted preview pictures of some of these items at Yahoo

photo hosting site. : http://pg.photos.yahoo.com/ph/

vintage_blacksmith_tools/my_photos

If there are any questions, please feel free to contact me.

Steve Demba

For Sale
Horseshoes - new and used - for blacksmith crafts or farrier use. 

Mostly heeled shoes, polo plates & some aluminum.  Call Sarah

McMurray 561-793-1759 or 561-385-9199

http://pg.photos.yahoo.com/ph/
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Sodium Bisulfate Pickle
–Information posted on the “TheForge” – My apologies to the

author, I’ve somehow managed to expunge all ID’s! (Editor)

I've been an advocate of using vinegar to pickle scale from

steel.  One downside to this is that vinegar is volatile, and the

smell gets bad (metallic) with steel pickling inside.

So, I finally got around to trying a sodium bisulfate pickle. 

Sodium bisulfate is availabe at pool supply stores for keeping

the pH of pool water neutral.  It comes as fine white crystals,

packed in one- or two-quart containers.

After some experimenation, I used about 1 to 2 cups per gallon

of water.  (I used a rectangular plastic storage box - available

in NJ from Cost Cutters - as my vat.)  The crystals go into

solution fairly easily, producing no discernable heat on dissolving. 

(Strong acids produce lots of heat when mixed with water.)

Much of the scale soaked off the steel within a couple hours.  Some

was more persistent, but came loose with overnight soaking.  The

resulting steel was nearly charcoal gray in color.  Where it was not

under the solution, the steel acquired a lovely rust patina - probably

more from the humidity than anything else - but this largely

sponged off.  The scale did not completely dissolve.  Much of it

simply fell to the bottom of the vat.  I plan to filter this off through

a cloth when I transfer the acid solution to a jug for storage.

I did this on my kitchen counter.  There was virtually no odor. 

Once or twice I splashed a little solution on my hands.  I rinsed

them soon after, and experienced no problems (acid burns).  I DID

wear glasses, however.  I don't care to get this stuff in my eyes.
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The Florida Artist Blacksmith Association(FABA)  is a 501(c)(3) non-profit educational organization whose purposes are to teach, promote, and
preserve the art of blacksmithing.  Contributions are tax-deductible to the extent provided by law.  FABA publishes the Florida Clinker Breaker
monthly, and FABA membership includes a subscription.  We solicit correspondence and unpaid articles on any subjects related to FABA’s
purposes.  ABANA chapter newsletters may reprint non-copyrighted material if it is credited to the author and this newsletter.  You need the
publisher’s permission to reprint copyrighted material unless otherwise noted.

FABA Officers
President  Bill Robertson 850-668-2876 applecrossforge@nettally.com

Vice President Jeff Mohr 850-926-4448 mockingbirdforge@peoplepc.com

Treasurer Juan Holbrook 352-374-8888 juanylindagrace@aol.com

Secretary Anne Reynolds 561-793-2452 ARAReynolds@aol.com

Program Chairman Clyde Payton 850-997-3627 paytonforge@nettally.com

Newsletter Editor Steve Bloom 352-528-6508 sab@ironflower.com

Past President –see Prez above – 2  termnd

Trustee #1 Tom Kennedy  407-469-3899 burninghandforge@hotmail.com

Trustee #2 Clyde Payton 850-997-3627 paytonforge@nettally.com

Trustee #3 Charlie Stemmann 561-964-8834 stemmann@aol.com

Trustee #4 John Butler 850-539-5742 jgbutler@sprintmail.com

Steve Bloom, Editor; P.O. Box 760; Archer, FL 32618-0760; (352) 528-6508 or smith@blacksmithing.org; http://www.blacksmithing.org

The Florida  Clinker Breaker
FLORIDA ARTIST BLACKSMITH ASSOCIATION

Juan Holbrook, Membership Records
6418 NW 97 Court
Gainesville, FL 32653
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