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President’s Corner
Bill Robertson

Happy New Year!  I trust

everyone had a great holiday

and that you remembered to

put “volunteer for more

FABA services” on your list

of resolutions for 2006.   I

thank you all in advance for

pitching in.  We are what we

do.  Collectively we are FABA and we should each return

the gift of knowledge that someone gave us by passing

down what we have learned to the next person.  Put that all

together and you have we wee weee! lots of fun!  (Sorry,

too much eggnog over the holiday).

Right off the bat this year Eric Velleca has organized a

statewide meeting in the Southeast region that will take

place January 20, 2006.  In addition to a demonstration by

Jorgen Harle, who will be flying in from the state of

Washington, there will be a hands-on workshop the

following day.  You can find out all the details of the event

inside this issue.  Also this month there will be a meeting of

the FABA board of directors on January 15th at 7:00 pm.

The meeting will take place by phone conference and is

open to all members.  If you are interested in participating

please contact me for the information you will need.

Right before Christmas, Patty and I put together a booth

and iron inventory to go into it for our first arts and crafts

show (the picture is some of the hooks we were selling).  I

believe I produced more iron in six weeks getting ready for

this show than I had in the previous 16 years.  I was quite

amazed at how much my speed and skills developed over

that short period of time by just having gone out to the shop

and actually working everyday.  The show was a lot of fun

and we did well, but I would have been satisfied if all I’d

gotten from the experience was the improved confidence in

my smithing skills.  My advice for those who want to speed

up the learning process is that you go out there and just do

it…. a lot! 

I have also been very excited about the Henrob torch that

I purchased at the FABA conference auction.  I had seen it

displayed at the SOFA conference and knew that it cut fine

lines like a plasma cutter, but I was amazed to learn that it

also cuts and welds aluminum, stainless steel and cast iron,

all with just oxygen and acetylene.  It would normally

require thousands of dollars of equipment to do that.  And,

for the beginners, it even comes with training wheels to

make perfect first

time cuts.  I plan

to put in a little

m o re  p ra c t ic e

with it and then

demonstrate what

it can do at the

M a r c h  N W

regional meeting

in at Clyde and Vi

Patyon’s forge in

M o n t i c e l l o ,

Florida.  

Enjoy the good

b l a c k s m i t h i n g

weather and don’t

forget to be safe.

Ed Aaron

Steve Bloom

Billie Christie

Ken Knight

Bill Robertson

Eric Velleca
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Upcoming Events
The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community.  Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA) sponsored events are highlighted in bold
typeface.  The regions have no boundaries - everyone is welcome everywhere.  Come to more than one if you can.  We hold regular monthly meetings in each region
(except that we all try to get together at one Statewide Meeting each quarter) on the following Saturdays of each month: NE-1st, NW-2nd, SE-3rd, SW-last.  The actual
dates may vary from month to month; check the schedule below.  Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge.  Prospective members are always welcome.
Come for all or any part of a meeting, bring your tools, or just watch.  Most meetings run from 9AM to 4PM, and you'll need to bring a lunch if you stay all day, unless
otherwise noted.  If you have any questions about meetings please contact the Regional Coordinators:

Northeast Region: Ken Knight (352)-339-0629 –unknown--

Northwest Region: Billie Christie (850) 421-1386 chriswood@talweb.com

Southeast Region: Ed Aaron (561) 748-9824 EdandMickieAaron@aol.com

Southwest Region: Jerry Wolfe (941) 355-5615 wolfeforge@juno.com

Upcoming Events
NE Feb 04 Ben Roger’s Histroic Shop
NW  Feb 11 Juan & Linda Holbrook’s Forge in Gainesville, FL.
SW Feb 25 Hammer In at Wolfe Forge – Demo to be determined
NW Mar 11 Clyde & Vi Payton's, Payton Forge in Monticello, FL.
NW Apr 08 Panhandle Pioneer Settlement in Blountstown, FL

January  2006

NE Jan 07 Barberville - open forges See pg.3)

NW Jan 14 Jeff & Brooke Mohr’s, Mockingbird Forge in Crawfordville, FL.

SE Jan 21 Eric Velleca's - with Jorgan Harle (details on pg.3 & 5)

SW Jan 28 Glass Class (See pg.3)

NE region - Jan 07

SE region - Jan 21
NW region - Jan 14
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Upcoming Events
Quarterly Meeting- Southeast- Jan 21-

Eric Velleca

Jorgen Harle will demonstrate heavy power hammer forging and

die work, as well as teaching a tool-making workshop over the

course of the weekend.  Jorgen has been studying metalworking

for over 20 years, graduating with a masters degree from S.I.U.

Carbondale in 1995.  In 1996, Jorgen moved to Washington

State and opened Orcas Island Forge, which specializes in

custom  architectural blacksmithing.  Works are built on a

commission basis from design generated in house.  Heavily

forged, contemporary ironwork with traditional joinery and

obvious connecting systems is the shops primary focus.  Jorgen

Harles work can be seen in Dona Z. Mielach's books

Architectural Ironwork and The Contemporary Blacksmith or

online at 

www.orcasislandforge.com. There will be a hammer making

workshop where the making of the punch, drift, and the actual

hammer head will be done accomplished by each attendee.

January 20-22 2006

Space is limited and an RSVP is needed - cost is $35 and check

out Pg 4.  A contribution of a covered dish for lunch would be

welcome.

Southwest–Jan 28
Jerry Wolfe

Glass and Iron workshop – Glass Demo by Rich Fizer at his

Studio in Ft Myers. Rich’s studio is in the Shell Factory

(www.shellfactory.com) building so look for that landmark.  Also

a demo on combining iron and glass items with a forge set up

outside Rich’s studio. .Rich Fizer (www.fizerglass.com)  who has

a Master's in Glass blowing and 15 years experience, will be

teaching. Students who take the class will have pieces to bring

home once annealed. Cost of the class is $150.00 per person.

Class size is limited to 12, however it is free to watch.  If you

have ever wanted to mix the glass and metal media, this is the

launch pad for you. Class will be held at The Shell Factory at

2787 N Tamiami Trail Ft Myers Fl. If you have questions call

Rich Fizer 239-543-8672. Secondary contact Steve Kalb

239-489-2396.

Lunch break will be dutch treat at The Shell Factory Subway or

Captain Fishbones. Bring  Iron in the Hat item Bring the family

for fun in the area.  They have a Fun Park and Video Arcade;

Nature park and a Botanical Garden.

Directions to Fizer Glass Studio –Going south on I-75 – Exit

158;  Exit onto Tucker Grade;  Go ¼ mile to US 41: Turn left on

US 41; go 12 miles south; Look for The Shell Factory.

Northwest- Mar 11
Clyde Payton

The Saturday, March 11, 2006 Northwest Regional meeting

will be at the blacksmith shop of Clyde and Vi Payton. We are

planning a great one-day program concentrating on some of

the BASICS of blacksmithing.  For Beginners and Intermediates

we will have two complete forge stations with attending instructors. 

(Bring your eye and ear protection and gloves).

How To TEMPER cutting edges and points will be one class taught

to us by a master.  Another class will be DRILLING HOLES IN

METAL – how to do basic layout of hole location and easy ways to

drill the holes.  Using OXYGEN/ACETYLENE for CUTTING

metal and WELDING metal will be another class taught by a

master with a torch!

Other high points of the day will be an Iron-In-The-Hat RAFFLE –

be sure to bring something to put on this table.  We will also have a

Fantastic TAIL GATE SALES area – so be sure to bring all of the

“extras”, “surpluses”, and items that you have made, and tools

which you wish to sell or barter.

As usual we will have an absolutely “sinful” LUNCH, so bring a

covered dish. 

Look to March issue for a map to PAYTON FORGE, and if you

have any questions call 850/997-3627.  

Reports from the Northeast

Ken Knight

As always, Allan & Chloe wowed us all with great food and

hospitality. Thanks for a fantastic Meet!

January 7th will be at Barberville where we will all make punches for

nostrils and eyes to be used at the February 4th meeting held at Ben

Rogers place. Ben will demonstrate making a snake from a 

farrier's rasp. Ben will have four stations set-up where everyone will

have a chance to make their own snake. Anyone who can bring their

own forge, anvil, hammer, tongs, punches, or rasp, please do so. If

you can't--no problem--they will be provided. So, there's no excuse

not to come and have a great time.

Reports from the Northwest

Billie Christie

Saturday, November, 12th  was a beautiful fall day at Bill & Sue

Ellen Adam’s Blind Hog Forge outside of Havana, Florida. We had

a good turnout with 32 people signing in. Our first demonstrator was

Clyde Payton showing everyone how to make a pretty cross out of ½”

square mild steel. This is cut to make an overlapping joint (the front

has the cross bar showing) and is hand textured cold before it is

assembled. This is held together using 3 small rivets. Next, Clyde and

Skeeter Prather demonstrated how to make a small claw hammer out

of a railroad spike. This was a terrific demonstration that turned out

a first-rate hammer.

Then Bill Adams got everyone up and going with several open forges.

We had people making knives, spike hooks, tongs, along with a RR

spike plant hanger, a steak turner, Celtic Cross, and a drift made from

a coil spring.

Lunch was scrumptious with Bill’s homemade spaghetti and, as

always, the covered dishes were delicious. The “Iron In The Hat” was

a big success.  Thanks to all the stuff Bill donated and the help of

Freida Platt.  We made $92.00.  Thanks everyone! After lunch and

the ‘hat’ it was back to the forges.  I tried out Bill’s hydraulic press

and boy will it mash (press) a hot RR spike…impressive!!

As usual, it was a very educational and fun-filled day!  Happy

Hammering!

http://www.orcasislandforge.com.
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Reports from the Southeast

Ed Aaron

Our November 19th meeting was held at Charlie and Evelyn

Stemmann's Shop. I didn't attend the meeting, but was told that

everyone had a good time. Ralph and Nathan worked on making

leaves with help from Charlie S.  Pete and Charlie forged knives.

Keith was recuperating , maybe he'll be up to snuff soon.  They

had two forges running.

As for me, I was late getting to the Boy Scout Camp and Don

Shedlock bailed me out again- Thanks Don..    Don Shedlock,

Pete Brandenburg and I went to the Boy Scout Camp to give the

Scouts a chance to earn a MetalWorking Badge.   

It was a hectic but enjoyable day..  We were slightly hampered

by some on and off rain.  Some sustained burns, mostly not bad.

We had 3 forges and 4 anvils going most of the day.  The Scouts

learned the basics of blacksmithing, which most of them seemed

to enjoy. 

Steve Steinmet (Scout Master) and I discussed

the idea of the Scouts having a designated

building or shed for the blacksmithing class so

that we (FABA) could hold our meeting there

at the same time the Scouts wanted to offer the

metalworking badge.  That way, we would

have plenty of instructors and equipment

there..   Just an idea...

ATTENTION----FABA Members and anyone

interested in blacksmithing, you should try to

attend the Southeast Area's quarterly meeting

and workshop.  Eric V has a great shop and is

a super host... Please attend...

Reports from the Southwest

Jerry Wolfe

The SW meeting on October 29th was an excellent demo by Juan

Holbrook at The Cracker Country in Tampa.  Juan demonstrated

many aspects of joinery such as making a mortise and tenon joint,

forge welding and riveting to show how various elements were made

for a table.  A corner section of the table was made to show the

techniques.  Several smiths that demo at Cracker Country attended the

meeting to learn new techniques to teach school children.  We had 12

in attendance..

“Classified Section”

TWO NEW/OLD E-BOOKS-Weiner Kunstschmiedearbeiten (1928)

and La Fidelle Ouverture de l¹Art du Serrurier, originally published

in 1627. Now eight titles are available on CD, $4/each, or all eight

books, $24 postpaid in the US (overseas please inquire- my email is

hammerguy@mindspring.com). More books are in production and

will be available soon- order on-line at

www.blacksmithingebooks.com, or check/MO

to Brian Gilbert, 3404 Hartford Dr,.

Chattanooga, TN 37415.

Shop Hint – dig out those “out-of-date”

business cards you just couldn’t throw out

– they make great mixing ‘bowls’ for

epoxy, half-decent note paper, spacers, etc. 

(it’s considered ‘uncool’ to collect your

competitor’s card at a knife show for this

purpose) – S.Bloom
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The Florida Artist Blacksmith Association(FABA)  is a 501(c)(3) non-profit educational organization whose purposes are to teach, promote, and
preserve the art of blacksmithing.  Contributions are tax-deductible to the extent provided by law.  FABA publishes the Florida Clinker Breaker
monthly, and FABA membership includes a subscription.  We solicit correspondence and unpaid articles on any subjects related to FABA’s
purposes.  ABANA chapter newsletters may reprint non-copyrighted material if it is credited to the author and this newsletter.  You need the
publisher’s permission to reprint copyrighted material unless otherwise noted.

FABA Officers
President  Bill Robertson 850-668-2876 applecrossforge@nettally.com

Vice President Jeff Mohr 850-926-4448 mockingbirdforge@peoplepc.com

Treasurer Juan Holbrook 352-374-8888 juanylindagrace@aol.com

Secretary Anne Reynolds 561-793-2452 ARAReynolds@aol.com

Program Chairman –all of us-- -so volunteer- –Hey, Kids..Let’s put on a show!--

Newsletter Editor Steve Bloom 352-528-6508 sab@ironflower.com

Past President Bob Jacoby 904-260-9981  BobJacoby@BellSouth.net

Trustee #1 Tom Kennedy  407-469-3899 burninghandforge@hotmail.com

Trustee #2 Clyde Payton 850-997-3627 paytonforge@nettally.com

Trustee #3 Steve Kalb 239-489-2396 scpfdkalb@firehousemail.com

Trustee #4 John Butler 850-539-5742 jgbutler@sprintmail.com

Steve Bloom, Editor; P.O. Box 760; Archer, FL 32618-0760; (352) 528-6508 or smith@blacksmithing.org; http://www.blacksmithing.org

The Florida  Clinker Breaker
FLORIDA ARTIST BLACKSMITH ASSOCIATION

Juan Holbrook, Membership Records
6418 NW 97 Court
Gainesville, FL 32653

1  Classst
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mailto:websmith@blacksmithing.org
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