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President’s Corner
Bill Robertson

I just returned
from Ft. Myers where the
SW region held its 2005
statewide meeting.  There
was a small crowd of
about 15 (actually pretty
good for the SW lately). 
Kip Turtilott did a great
demo and involved most
of those attending with
hands on experience,
something I would like to see incorporated into more
regional meetings.  But what made me really excited was
seeing the energy and motivation of these 15 individuals
who are determined to rekindle the blacksmith’s fire in
the SW region.  Jerry Wolfe has agreed to take on the SW
regional coordinator position, thanks Jerry, and his plan
of action is to hold a strategy session next month (you
will notice on the Upcoming Events calendar that there is
already a meeting set for April in the SW
region--something that hasn’t happened there for awhile). 
Let's try to help them out with volunteer demonstrators
from the other regions.  They have a lot of new members
who could use your knowledge and help.  I commend
Steve Kalb for his continuing efforts to keep the SW
region alive. 
 
Last month I mentioned how nice it would be if everyone
started sending our newsletter editor blacksmithing tips
and ideas from their shops.  The picture here is of one

such gem that I just happened to
stumble upon while visiting Dr. Ed
Crane’s new shop in Tallahassee
(Of course, I ran home and
immediately copied Ed’s tool).  It
is made from four steel ball
bearings (1 1/8 “ and 1 ½”) welded
up with a cross bar so that it can be
placed in a post vise.  It is a
wonderful tool for forming leaves. 
You may ask where do you get
steel bearings?  Well, most of the
tool steel, wrought iron,
hard-to-find and odd blacksmith
stuff I have picked up over the
years has come from tailgate sales at various blacksmith
conferences and meetings.  I bought the bearings for this
jig years ago, not knowing what I would ever need them
for.  They were perfect for making this tool.  You never
know!  The point, however, that I am making here is who
knows how long Ed has been sitting on this idea.  Shame
on you, Ed, for not sharing it with the rest of us!  You
can avoid future embarrassment by making a few
sketches of your secret tools and sending them to our
editor Steve Bloom.

My safety tip this month is to make sure you
have on a long sleeve shirt when you are upsetting a long
bar of steel by banging it up and down vertically.  It is
easy to get a severe burn from the scale that falls off
when you do this (Patty and I will be glad to show you
our scars).  At the last Alabama Forge Council
conference someone was selling lightweight Kevlar
sleeves that I now slip on before I start my upsets.  Until
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Upcoming Events
The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community.  Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA) sponsored events are highlighted in bold typeface.
The regions have no boundaries - everyone is welcome everywhere.  Come to more than one if you can.  We hold regular monthly meetings in each region (except that we
all try to get together at one Statewide Meeting each quarter) on the following Saturdays of each month: NE-1st, NW-2nd, SE-3rd, SW-last.  The actual dates may vary from
month to month; check the schedule below.  Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge.  Prospective members are always welcome.  Come for all or any part
of a meeting, bring your tools, or just watch.  Most meetings run from 9AM to 4PM, and you'll need to bring a lunch if you stay all day, unless otherwise noted.  If you have
any questions about meetings please contact the Regional Coordinators listed below:

NE- Apr 02

NW-Apr 9

SW-Apr 23SE-Apr 16

Northeast Region: Ken Knight (352)-339-0629 –unknown--
Northwest Region: Billie Christie (850) 421-1386 chriswood@talweb.com
Southeast Region: Ed Aaron (561) 748-9824 EdandMickieAaron@aol.com
Southwest Region: Jerry Wolfe (941) 355-5615 wolfeforge@juno.com

next month, be safe and never, never, never hammer with
your cutting hardy in the anvil.

Bill

April, 2005
NE Apr 02 Barberville (OPEN FORGES)
NW Apr 09 Statewide Meeting - Panhandle Pioneer Settlement in Blountstown, 

The FABA board's next meeting is scheduled for noon.
SE Apr 16 Ray and Anne Reynolds' home - Lunch to be provided,open forges
SW Apr 23 Meet at Wolfe Forge; 2260 Whitfield Park Dr, Sarasota

(—see page 3 for more
details on these
meetings)
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Expanded Coverge of this months events
NW Apr 09 Statewide Meeting - Panhandle Pioneer

Settlement in Blountstown, FL Guest
demonstrator will be Heath Ivey of
Swingarm Forge in Farmington, Ga. 
Beginning blacksmith classes are planned in
addition to Copper Rose Class and possibly
a split oak basket making class.  Because the
Settlement is having an annual ‘celebration’,
and a large turnout is expected, NO LUNCH
WILL BE PROVIDED.  Please bring a sack
lunch or plan to eat at one of several eating
establishments in Blountstown. Don’t forget
your “Iron In The Hat” items.  Make your
plans now, should be a lot of fun..  The
FABA board's next meeting is scheduled
for noon.

SE Apr 16 Ray and Anne Reynolds' home - Lunch to be
provided,open forges

SW Apr 23 Meet at Wolfe Forge; 2260 Whitfield Park
Dr, Sarasota (Extra Garage J6) Just west of
US 301 and Whitfield Ave   (941) 702-1719
Demo by Dick Wright on making an “iron
skillet”.  Bring a lunch or dish to share and
an item for the “Iron in the Hat” (demo
skillet will be in the HAT).    Help us
“revitalize” the SW region by coming and
sharing your ideas.   

Extended Forecast

NE May 07 Steve Bloom's - near Williston,FL -
traditional chili - plus more than you ever
wanted to know about bronze - how to
make it, how to forge it, how to cast it, how
to enamel on it, how to make knife parts out
of it.....

NW May 14  Dr. Ed and Nancy Crane’s new shop in
Tallahassee, Fl.

SE May 21 Yesteryear Village unless someone
volunteers to host meeting

Madison May19-21 - Madison, GA
SW May 28 Wolfe Forge in Sarasota – Demonstration

for beginners and about heat treatment of
tools. See next months Clinker Breaker for
details.

NW  June 11 Clyde and Vi Payton’s shop, Monticello,
Fl. Lots of tailgate sales!

SW Jun 25 Wolfe Forge in Sarasota –  Keep date open
for an exciting Demonstration.

FABA Business – Important Announcements

Proposal:  To make the regional coordinators board
positions in place of the trustee positions.

Bill Robertson

Reasons for the change:

1.  Our demographics are changing.  The NW region
continues to grow in membership at a faster rate than the
other three and has a disproportionate number of members.
Those that are trying to run for trustee positions in the
smaller regions are having a more difficult time getting
elected as a result.  This change would guarantee
representation from each region; a voice on particular
individual needs of the area.  Also there is no forum
currently for the four coordinators to gather together or with
the board to share problems or resources or discuss general
programming issues.  This change would bring all four
together at least four times a year.  The Program Chair’s job
description is to oversee the overall programming being
provided and offer assistance.  This has never been done to
my knowledge, as the annual conference seems to have
become the only job for that title.  By making this change,
the Program Chair would have the opportunity to sit down
with the regional coordinators and review and help facilitate
overall programming.

2.  Our financial conditions have changed.  We have gone
from collecting a few hundred dollars a year at the local
meetings to over a thousand each in two of them.  In addition
we now have statewide meetings where the regional
coordinators are given the responsibility to manage a “mini
conference” with upwards of $650 dollars to spend 
We are allowing the regional coordinators who are volunteer
members that are not board members *and are not even
required to attend board meetings) to collect and spend this
money (with very vague guidelines) and are asking them to
supply proper accounting to the treasurer.  Some
coordinators are very responsible but some have not been.

3.  Programming:  Currently there is no input, coordination
or oversight by the board at the regional level.  The regional
coordinators are deciding the types of meeting formats and
they are the first and sometimes the only contact a new
member has with FABA.  There are many meetings taking
place each month where there are no board members in
attendance to keep tabs on things.  The regional coordinators
are not required to know the bylaws, may not know what the
current board is actively involved with or have any
institutional knowledge about the organization.  Most
coordinators have done a great job, but under the current
system problems (personality conflicts, mismanagement of
money) could go on for months before a board member is
made aware of it, and a remedy is found.  Meanwhile we
could be losing assets and new members.  In addition there
is no oversight to ensure that the type of programming is
appropriate, offers diversity or if it is represents the group’s
wishes versus the coordinator’s personal agenda.
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Eric making the chair leg

Making this change would require changing our bylaws and
articles of incorporation which requires a 15 day written
notice to the board and a ¾ majority vote.

If any FABA member has an opinion one way or the other
or something you would like to add concerning this issue
please bring it to the attention of one or all of the board
members or come to the board meeting in April so that we
may get your input.  If at some point we go ahead with the
idea, a change to the board of trustees would not take place
until the current trustee positions expire in two years.  It
would, however, mean that by next election cycle the next
two trustee positions would need to be changed to a one year
term instead of two so a vote and adoption of this proposal
would have to occur before then.

2005 FABA T-SHIRT CONTEST

All FABA members are invited to participate in a contest to
determine our next t-shirt design.  The artwork need not be
professionally done or print ready but some consideration
will be placed on the expense that might be incurred to get
it print ready.

Applicants must be a FABA member in good standing.

The art must contain:

a) An anvil
b) The words: Florida Artist Blacksmith Association
c) A limit of three colors in the art

Optional:  The date 2005 or 1985-2005

Skeeter Prather has been appointed to chair a committee   to
choose the winning design.
  
Entries are to be delivered or postmarked no later than June
1, 2005 to:

Skeeter Prather, T-shirt contest Chairman
2816 Terry Road
Tallahassee, FL 32312

Reports from the Northwest
Billy Christie

It was a beautiful sunny day at Juan and Linda Holbrook’s
shop in Gainesville, Fl.  We had 36 people sign in on this
12th day of February, 2005.
Bill Robertson was our demonstrator with the assistance
of Patty Draper.  The day’s main project was to build a
wall hanging wine bottle holder, made with (steel) grape
vines and leaves. Bill brought a full size drawing (on sheet
metal) and a metal wine bottle. Using 3/8 round rod, he
tapered the end to a long sharp point.  Then using his
custom made dies to turn it into a grape vine.  The vines

were then twisted and wrapped around the wine bottle to
look like the drawing.  Bill went on to show how to use
(and not use) the oxygen & acetylene torch to weld the
smaller vines to the main branches.  Using the treadle
hammer, he shaped and cut out the grape leaves.  This was
a great project that turned out beautiful!  You need to see
it to really appreciate all his hard work that went into this
piece of “artwork”.

The “Iron In The Hat” was a big success, bringing in
$113.00 plus $52.00 for a custom made anvil stepping
stone which was made by Linda Holbrook.  Nice Work!! 
A BIG thank you also goes out to Dot Butler, Freida Platt
and Linda for helping with the raffle.

For lunch we had both regular and vegetarian Chili
along with several homemade desserts which were
provided by Linda Holbrook and her helpers.  Thanks for
a scrumptious lunch.

As always, this was a very interesting and education
meeting.  

Frontier Bladesmith Class

The blacksmith shop at the Panhandle Pioneer Settlement
is a great place for blacksmithing classes. For those who
want lessons and those who are wiling to teach, everything
is there and ready to go.

On Feb 19,2005 the day started briskly and everyone was
ready to get the fires started. It was a fun day and everyone
had a treasure by the end of the day. Lots of trial and error
but all had success.  You can tell that it was a great time
filled with  the lessons that only hands on hammering can
do. 

Each student shaped their own design and really worked
hard. By the end of day there were new found friends
sharing the experience and the knowledge of working at
the forge and banging out a blade.

(pictures will be posted on the website ASAP)
Reports from the Southeast

Ed Aaron

  The February 19th meeting was hosted by Eric Velleca
and Rob Gardner at their shop "Metal Design" in
Loxatchee.  There were 20 plus people,  11 members and
9 guests(one signed up for membership) in attendance. 

They did so
many things
that I had a
difficult time
observing
and
remembering
everything. 
One of the
things that
Eric made
was a 3
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"welding techniques" by Kip Tourtillot.

legged chair using an old farm machine cast iron seat  Rob
demonstrated several things-encluding a coal rake, poker
combination with a pineapple/ball handle.

They served
such a variety
of foods for
lunch that I
couldn't
remember them
all-chili,
cornbread,
cantalope,
beans&rice,
tomatoes and
lots more, .
THANK YOU,
Rob and Eric for a great day.                                                 
                        ..ATTENTION: other Region members-- 
Rob and Eric have agreed to host-demonstrate the
Southeast Region's Quarterly Statewide meeting next
Feb..  So make a note, you're in for a treat.     
  Note to the S.E. region members, if anyone has ideas for
projects or "how to " demonstrations they would like to
see or do at future meetings, give me a call or E-mail.  
Please bring items for "Iron in the hat"...and volunteer to
host future meetings.

Reports from the Southwest
Steve Kalb

Hello, the Quarterly meeting was held at Erik Flett's shop
with a turn out of over 15 people. Kip Turtilott
demonstrated how to use basic fabricating tools and
techniques as a lead in to forging tools that can be used in
a treadle hammer or with a striker. All involved had a
great time and we all took home something new in our
mental toolbox. Those in the class also took home
physically the tool they made, which they did a great job
on!& We were unable to hold a board meeting due to lack
of a quorom. Thanks to all who participated and keep an
eye on this area, I think you are about to see some
wonderful changes.

2005 Southern Regional Blacksmith Conference
         May 19, 20 & 21 , 2005   Madison, GA

 Demonstrator Information

Peter Happny  will focus on blacksmithing techniques that
make money in this new century.  Over the years of doing
business in New Hampshire, Peter has been challenged to
come up with good designs to sell at a reasonable cost.  He
will explore solutions in solid, hollow, and sheet
materials.

Audra Draper will be demonstrating her techniques for
making a damascus billet.  She will then  develop a knife
from the billet and teach the steps she takes to produce her
spectacular knives.
  

Mark Hopper will be demonstrating some traditional tool
making on the first day- punches and chisels, and their
hardening and tempering; tong making the English way;
and also a scroll fork.  His main focus as always will be on
surface finish and quality, two aspects that are slowly
being lost in modern smithing.  On the second day he will
demonstrate some traditional forged elements, Snub-end
Scroll, Blow-over Leaf Scroll, Beveled Scroll, and a Heel
Bar with picket.  He will show how all these elements
could fit together into a screen.

Dereck Glaser will focus on the design development,
tooling, forging and forming of the Acanthus leaf. The
application will be to architectural ironwork, where the
use of heavy gage sheet (10 ga.) is important for larger
outdoor accents. Single dimension and three-dimensional
leaves will be shown. Different ways to then attach these 
leaves to scroll work will also be demonstrated.
Discussions on forging and the forming of the leaves will
shed light on the use and development of the tooling
required to make these leaves a part of your ironwork.

 “Classified Section”

COAL AT BARBERVILLE!$22.00 for a 100lb bag.
Available at the NE Meetings on the 1st Saturday of each
month, when we are at Barberville or call the Settlement
for reservations at 386-749-2087

COAL IN THE SOUTHEAST!   Rob Gardner & Eric
Velleca have coal at $24.00 per one hundred pounds.  Call
at 561-784-4994
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FABA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Florida Artist Blacksmith Association, Inc.

Chapter of ABANA, Inc.
Date __________   NewG       Renewal G

Name_________________________________
Address_______________________________
_____________________________________
   City                         State            Zip
Phone:Home_____________Work:_________
E-Mail______________________________
Spouse’s Name:________________________

If you do not wish to be listed me in the printed FABA
directory, please check the box to the right G 

Send this application and a membership fee of $25.00 to
Juan Holbrook, FABA Treasurer

6418 NW 97 Court
Gainesville, FL 32653

Make check out to FABA.  Your FABA membership
begins when we receive your payment and lasts one year 
Membership is for a family.  You don’t have to be an
ABANA member to join FABA, but many FABA members
are, and we encourage membership in both organizations.

50lb. Little Giant For Sale.  Excellent condition.  Comes
with a number of extra spare parts.  Has a brake.  Will
send photographs to anyone interested.  Asking $3,000. 
Please contact Juan A. Holbrook, 6418 NW 97 Court,
Gainesville, FL  32653.  Phone: (352) 374-8888  email: 
juanylindagrace@aol.com

B2 Design Power Hammer School
154 Bevan Drive, Mooresville, NC  28115 

www.powerhammerschool.com
Apr 8 – 10    Damascus Making with Chris Marks
Apr 22 –24   Traditional Power Hammer Forging with

Steve Parker
July 29 – 31 & August 5 – 7 : Uri Hofi to instruct at The

B2 Design Power Hammer School
(see website for details)

FORGE & ANVIL METAL STUDIO
Robb Martin ; Ontario  Canada 

JAPANESE SWORDSMITHING - 6 day
Lecture/Demonstration :Instructors: Taro Asano (smith
name Fusataro), with Sebastien Cyr as translator. Fusataro
studied under Fujiwara Kanefusa 25 (the 25th generation
Kanefusa in a line of smiths that goes back to the 1400s).
He will be assisted by Sebastien Cyr who will translate
into English and French. No previous experience in
smithing is required. Japanese Swordsmithing
lecture/demonstration- *T1 - July 4 to 9 Registration:
Contact Kim Taylor by phone (519) 836-4357, or email at
kataylor@uoguelph.ca

FORGING JAPANESE BLADES- 5 day course :
Instructors- Muh-Tsyr Yee with Robb Martin as assistant
instructor. The traditional methods of forging a Japanese
sword will be demonstrated. Some of the areas addressed
by instructor Muh-Tsyr Yee are; constructing the basic
material by forge welding specific materials; forging the
billet, and developing patterns by material manipulation;
forge welding the final blade billet using materials of
distinctly different characteristics;  forging the blade to

shape; cold shaping the blade; heat-treating using the
traditional clay coating technique; and stone finishing.
Students will have the opportunity to hand forge and
shape a tanto (knife) blade from 1050 steel. They will also
heat treat their blades using the traditional clay coat
hardening tempering.  As well, students will be able to do
some finish stoning on their blades. Forging Japanese
Blades course *J1 July 12 to 16,  *J2-July 18 to 22
Course runs 8:30 am to 5:30 pm Monday to Friday.
Registration: Contact Kim Taylor by phone (519)
836-4357, or email at kataylor@uoguelph.ca More info
available on Japanese Sword Arts website
www.uoguelph.ca/~iaido/gsjsa_smithing.htm  
             
Associated knife course. Thak is running a knife-forging
course the weekend in between Taro Asano's lecture and
Muh-tsyr Yee's Japanese Blade forging course (*K2), as
well as one in April (*K1).  Any student who takes this
course will have experience with the blade forging process
that will enable you to accomplish a great deal more in the
Japanese Blade Forging Course. See Knife Forging course
on first page and to register, contact Thak the Blacksmith
& Armorer  at (519)669-0721.

Meals and lodging are not included in course fee, but are
available in and surrounding area.  Reservations must be
made directly with your choice of lodging.
  (if interested, contact S.Bloom for the original e-mail that
contains more details)
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Exercise #1 : Square Taper
By Andy Vida  (from a class with Peter Ross)

A. Start with 4" of ½" square stock . Cut stock beforehand to force use of tongs and disallows ‘cheating’ by forcing one
to work to the set dimensions. Decide on length ‘L’ beforehand and practice  forging  to precise dimensions

B. Begin by pointing the end
C. Work on edge of anvil
D. Finish each step as if it were the last. Never allow the work to get too far out of shape and  make frequent corrections
E. Finish taper - ‘L’ should be as precise as ‘A’, i.e.,

  -- all sides should be equal   -- all edges should be dead-straight   -- all planes dead flat and even

Exercise #2: Rectangular Taper

A. Start with 4" of 1/4 x 1"  stock
B. This step just helps speed things along and control spread in dimension ‘x’
C. Form a short taper to establish the point
D. Final taper - forge ‘L’ to 4" and ‘A’ to 2". Forge to precise dimensions with

   -- all edges should be dead-straight   -- all planes dead flat and even

Exercise #3: Square-to-Round-to-Square

A. Start with 4" of ½" square  stock
B. Make a perfect octagon - edges straight & parallel; faces flat and parallel
C. Make a perfect hexadecagon - edges &  faces flat and parallel
D. Make a perfect circle with a smooth cylinder of dimensions listed above
E. Draw out square with edges straight and faces flat.

Exercise #4: Square-to-RoundTaper

As above: point end -to- square taper -to- octagon -to- hexadecagon -to- smooth cone. The
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shallower the angle, the greater the skill. Perfect each step as if it were the final one - correct often -
and don’t let it get out of shape. *reworked by S.Bloom, copyright © 2005 A. Vida
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The Florida Artist Blacksmith Association(FABA)  is a 501(c)(3) non-profit educational organization whose
purposes are to teach, promote, and preserve the art of blacksmithing.  Contributions are tax-deductible
to the extent provided by law.  FABA publishes the Florida Clinker Breaker monthly, and FABA
membership includes a subscription.  We solicit correspondence and unpaid articles on any subjects
related to FABA’s purposes.  ABANA chapter newsletters may reprint non-copyrighted material if it is
credited to the author and this newsletter.  You need the publisher’s permission to reprint copyrighted
material unless otherwise noted.

FABA Officers

President  Bill Robertson 850-668-2876 applecrossforge@nettally.com
Vice President Jeff Mohr 850-926-4448 mockingbirdforge@peoplepc.com
Treasurer Juan Holbrook 352-374-8888 juanylindagrace@aol.com
Secretary Anne Reynolds 561-793-2452 ARAReynolds@aol.com
Program Chairman –all of us-- -so volunteer- –Hey, Kids..Let’s put on a show!--
Newsletter Editor Steve Bloom 352-528-6508 sab@ironflower.com
Past President Bob Jacoby 904-260-9981  jacoby@fdn.com
Trustee #1 Tom Kennedy  407-469-3899 burninghandforge@hotmail.com
Trustee #2 Clyde Payton 850-997-3627 paytonforge@nettally.com
Trustee #3 Steve Kalb 239-489-2396 scpfdkalb@firehousemail.com
Trustee #4 John Butler 561-964-8834 jgbutler@sprintmail.com

The Florida  Clinker Breaker
FLORIDA ARTIST BLACKSMITH ASSOCIATION
Patty Draper, Membership Records
5079 Sundance Lane
Tallahassee,FL 32309

Steve Bloom, Editor
P.O. Box 760
Archer, FL 32618-0760
(352) 528-6508 or smith@blacksmithing.org

http://www.blacksmithing.org

1st Class
Postage

March 2005


