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Clinker Breaker 
President's Corner with Bob Jacoby Jim Dunmire and Mike Bettinger organized and 

hosted an hugely successful treadle hammer 
Wow! Two years goes by fast! We're in the midst workshop. 
of the holidays and January will usher in the new 
FABA board including President Bill Roberts. The And most importantly, FABA has collectively given 

only logical place to start this message is with a big countless public demonstrations and taught 

thank you to everyone for their hard work and hundreds of students the art and craft of 

support of FABA. blacksmithing. 

There has been so much accomplished in the last Again, this is just a partial listing -everyone, 

two years I'm afraid that I might leave someone out. especially my fellow board members have pitched in 

But just to mention a few things: to make FABA an organization in which we can all 
be proud. 

The Barberville Gate is completed and will be 
dedicated during the summer of 2004 - big thanks Today our membership is growing, our finances are 

to Joel Clark and Jeff Mohr for doing the heavy lifting; strong, and we've got good relationships with all of 
our fellow blacksmithing organizations including 

We've had two outstanding conferences largely due ABANA. 
to the countless hours that Dot Butler devoted to her 
job as program chair; Remember, the best way to get involved is to 

volunteer your time -write an article for the Clinker 
The Clinker Breaker is an outstanding publication Breaker, run for office, or demonstrate at a meeting. 
because of Kim Wendt's dedication and effort, and And don't forget to call your blacksmithing buddies 
the sound decision to separate the task of editing and bring new friends 
from printing and distribution; to meetings! Don't sit 

on the sidelines, jump 
The Southwest Region is growing thanks to Steve 

in and get your hands Kalb and Erik Flett - we've got a strong core team 
dirty! I promise that and Southwest representation is growing; you'll get much more 

The Regional Coordinators: Kent & Melanie Owen, out of your efforts than 
Billy Christie, Ed Crane, Lynn Emrich and Erik Flett the time it takes to get 
are all organizing monthly meetings that are involved. 
engaging and fun for the membership -they're also 
all making sound suggestions for improving the This job has been 

organization; greatly rewarding for 
me, and I greatly 

As treasurer, Juan Holbrook is keeping our finances appreciatee veryone's 
in top shape; support. The Barberville Gate is finished! 

Happy and safe forging! 
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FABA Officers 
President Bob Jacoby 904-260-998 1 BobJacoby @bellsouth.net 
Vice President Bill Robertson 850-668-2876 applecrossforge@nettally.com 
Treasurer Juan Holbrook 352-374-8888 juanylindagrace@aol.com 
Secretary Karen Wheeler 352-486-4370 kwheel@svic.net 
Program Chairman Dot Butler 850-539-5742 jgbutler@ sprintmail.com 
Newsletter Editor Kim Wendt 56 1-626-9782 k.wendt@att.net 
Past President Patty Draper 850-668-2876 applecrossforge @nettally.com 
Trustee #1 Joel Clark 904-321-2116 joelclarkl @earthlink.net 
Trustee #2 John Butler 850-539-5742 jgbutler@sprintmail.com 
Trustee #3 Jeff Mohr 850-926-4448 mock1ngbirdforge@peop1epc.com 
Trustee #4 Charlie Stemmann 56 1-964-8834 stemmann@aol.com 

The Florida Clinker Breaker 
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; Edito 
56 1-626-9782 s 

Email: k.wendt@att.net * 
Production and Printing: 

Lithohaus Printers 

Disclaimer: 
SMITHING CAN BE DANGEROUS. Protect your eyes, 
your hearing, your body, your life and your property. 
Protect others around you. When in doubt, ask. You are 
responsible for working safely. 

The Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA), it's 
staff, officers and members and the Florida Clinker 
Breaker do not manufacture, distribute, sell, test, 
warrant, guarantee or endorse any of the tools, materials, 
instructions or projects contained in any articles or 
advertisements in The Florida Clinker Breaker. 

The Florida Artist Blacksmith Association and The 
Florida Clinker Breaker specifically disclaim any 
responsibility or liability for damages or injuries as a 
result of any construction, design, use or application of 
information contained in any articles in The Florida 
Clinker Breaker. The Florida Artist Blacksmith Associa- 
tion and The Florida Clinker Breaker assume no 
responsibility or liability for the accuracy, fitness, proper 
design, safety or safe use of any information in The 
Florida Clinker Breaker. 

Submissions to The Florida Clinker Breaker: Articles of interest to blacksmiths are welcome. Your FABA friends want to 
read about you! We appreciate your contributions to future newsletters. Although we cannot promise to use every submis- 
sion, this is your newsletter. Please email or "snail7' mail your articles, want ads, sales ads, tips, pictures and funny stories to . 
k.wendt@att.net or to the address printed on the mailing section. If you include photos of yourself or others, please provide 
names for the captions. Also, if you provide the photo, I assume you have the permission of the people in the photo to publish 
their picture! Photos: high-contrast black-and-white or color prints or digital picture files are acceptable. Text submissions: 
please send legible handwritten, typewritten, MS Word or Dos text formats. 

The Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA) is a 501 (c)3 nonprofit educational organization whose purposes are to 
teach, promote and preserve the art of blacksmithing. Contributions are tax-deductible to the extent provided by law. The 
Florida Clinker Breaker is published monthly and is the official publication of the FABA. Membership is available to any 
individual or organization. Annual dues for regular membership are $20 and includes a subscription to The Florida Clinker 
Breaker for one year. Periodicals postage paid at Tallahassee FL and additional mailing offices. Matters relating to address 
changes should be sent to Patty Draper at the phonelemail above. As an educational organization, FABA welcomes the use of 
newsletter material by other organizations. Occasionally The Florida Clinker Breaker publishes articles copyrighted by 
others. Those articles should not be reproduced without the written consent of the copyright holder. Other not-for-profit 
blacksmith organization newsletters may reprint non-copyrighted material if it is credited to the author and this newsletter. 



Upcoming Events 

Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge. Prospective members are always welcome. Come for all or any part of a 
meeting, bring your tools, or just watch. Most meetings run from 9AM to 4PM, and you'll need to bring a lunch if you stay all 

I 

day, unless otherwise noted. If you have any questions about meetings, please contact the Regional Coordinators listed below: 

Northeast Region: Kent & Melanie Owen 352-307-2033 Oakl954@aol.com 
Northwest Region: Billy Christie 850-42 1 - 1386 chriswood@ talweb.com 

$1 i 

Ed Crane 850-893-3212 NCrane8364@aol.com 
Southeast Region: Lynn Ernrich 56 1-833-093 1 lynn@dialup.ws 
Southwest Region: Erik Flett 941 -437-3844 -unknown- 1 

The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community. Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA) spon- 
sored events are highlighted in bold typeface. The regions have no boundaries - everyone is welcome everywhere. Come to more 
than one if you can. We hold regular monthly meetings in each region (except that we all try to get together at one Statewide 
Meeting each quarter) on the following Saturdays of each month: NE- 1 st, NW-2nd, SE-3rd, SW-last. The actual dates may vary 
from month to month; check the schedule below. At any time, please see the FABA WEBSITE at www.blacksmithing.org for 
up-to-date information, maps and meeting listings! 

December 2003 i 
NE Dec 06 Christmas Gathering- Allen and Chloe Hardwick's home 
NW Dec 13 Benny Prince's Farmers heritage Museum, Cairo, GA 1 
SE Dec 20 Yesteryear Village- Christmas Party 
SW Dec 27 To Be Announced 

I 

i I 

// 

Extended Forcast 
NE Jan 03 ---. Barberville 

UK@W Jan 1- Jeff & Brooke Mohr - Crawfordville, FL- ^ 

SE ~ a i -  17 -. 4 ' ~  

Yesteryear Village- Christmas Party 
2is 

y;(iW Jan-24- 
4 

Quarterly Meeting - Eric Fletts' Shop 
NE Feb 07 Juan Holbrook - Gainesville 
NW Ben Ferguson's- Freeport * 
SW Feb 28 To Be Announced 
NW Mar 13 Bill R o b m n  & Patty v- TMtahassce, FL - - 
NW Apr 10 Clyde Payton - Monticello, FL Quarterly Meeting 
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"Other News and Goings On" 

News From The Northwest 

NW - Dec. 13,2003: Benny Prince's "Farmers Heritage Museum" in Cairo, Ga. Directions: From the 
intersection of US Highway 84 and 188E (at the Rite Aid Pharmacy), go north on 188E, 1 3/10 miles. Turn 
left on Woodland (at Faith Christian Church) and go 2 6/10 miles to Prince Road (second dirt road on right). 
Turn right and go 8/10 of a mile to mailbox 392 and turn right and proceed down driveway 5/10 of a mile to 
Farmer's Heritage Museum. Remember to bring your "Iron In The Hat" items. Chicken and rice is being 
provided but please bring a covered dish or salad to accompany the main dish. 

NW - January 10, 2004: Brook and Jeff Mohr's home and shop in Crawfordville, FL. 

NW - February 14,2004: Ben Ferguson's home and shop in Freeport, FL. 

NW - March 13, 2004: Bill Robertson and Patty Draper's home and shop in Tallahassee, FL. 

I NW - April 10,2004: Clyde and Vi Payton's home and shop in Monticello, FL. r; 

I 

2004 First Quarterly State MeetingIBoard Meeting 
January 24th 

The first quarterly meeting will be held January 24th in the South West Region at Erik Fletts' Shop, Iron On 
The Edge, located at 2547 Katherine Street, Fort Myers. Don't miss this opportunity to pay a visit to the 
Iron on the Edge Shop in Ft. Myers. Erik Fletts' shop-studio will be a great experience for those who have 
not dropped in before and old friends as well. Tailgateltool sales and 'Buck in the Bucket' are part of the , day's activities. Members are encouraged to attend the board meeting at noon. Come by and meet your new 
board members! 1 

l a 
Mike Murphy will conduct a gas forge building class. The cost of materials is $1 80 that needs to be mailed 
to Mike ahead of time. The class is first come first served. He cannot hold a space for you without a check: 
Mike is a great demonstrator and teacher. You will go home with a gas forge. If you don't get in the class, 
Mike won't mind you hanging around to watch. The class size is limited to nine students. If you have i 

questions you may e-mail Mike at blacksmith@comcast.net 

Mail $1 80.00 check payable to: Mike Murphy 
8537 Moore Woods Road 

I Tallahassee, FL 323 10 
3 

Make your reservations now at the Ramada Inn 4760 S. Cleveland Street. They are giving FABA a rate of 4 

$69.95 under the code P60002. Their phone number is 239-275- 11 11. 

See you there January 24, 2004! ! ! ! ! ! 
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"Other News and Goings On" 

News From The Northwest - Goat Days at Blountstown 

The weekend following the FABA conference, blacksmiths of the NW 
Florida region were back in Blountstown for Goat Days. This annual 
event is shared between the Panhandle Pioneer Settlement and Sam Atkins 
Park. Now I am not complaining, but they had a much better weather 
committee than we did the weekend before at the FABA conference. 

Jerry, Rick and friends 

In the park you could find all kinds of crafts, food and entertainment. In the 
Pioneer Settlement visitors could learn about farm life, blacksmithing, 

1 butchering, smoking meat, churning butter and life at the turn of the century. 

John with the Tomahawk 

The blacksmiths had a great time demonstrating the forging of a tomahawk. 
Then the always popular nail headers were pulled out and nails were passed 
out among the kids. We cannot emphasize the importance of including kids 
when you are able. Your greatest task in life is teaching your replacement. 
So here are a few photos of the great time we had. - Dot & John .- - - Jerry forging - shc 

Y 

)wing how it's done. 

Tips h m  Win oaks Forge 

Keep it as straight as you can for as long as you can. Use the lightest hammer needed for the job. Do the 
hardest things first. Hit the hardest when it's the hottest. 

Always cut on the smaller dimension before cutting on the flat. 

When drawing out, start at the end and progress inwards. It's easier to move the metal to adjust the taper. A 
square rod will contain almost 25% more metal as the same sized round rod. 

To more evenly heat heavier stock, place the metal in the fire on the diamond. The heat will flow around the 
metal more evenly, heating faster and more even. 

Make a notebook and record what was made, the stock and size used. 

Start your stock pile from mistakes and left overs, and build from there 

For bending, hit off the horn, not on the horn. Hitting on the horn draws out or thins your metal. 

Up-setting, light hammer or light blows will trupet the end, heavy nharnrner or heavy blows will mushroom the end. 

Twisting, you should have enve heat, clap in vise at red and wrench at the other end of hte red. 

Twists: try splitting center of bar, drift to round, then twist. Or, groove your stock, then twist. Or, groove and twist, 
then flatten all four sides, flat to flat to original diameter, re-groove and re-twist. For something different, groove 
lengthwise, then, grooce with a hacksaw 90 degrees to lenth, punch circles or other designs along flats, then twist. 

i 
My thanks to all that have helped and taught me. I still have much to learn and look forward tro learning 
more and passing on some of what is taught to me. by Lloyd G. Wheeler 111, Scholorship Winner 
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"FABA Annual Conference 2003" 

FABA's October 2003 annual conference took place in the historic city of 
Blountstown at the beautiful Panhandle Pioneer Settlement. This was the first 
opportunity for many FABA members to see this 1860's period settlement, and they 
were quite impressed. Despite the rain which fell during much of the conference, 
good spirits prevailed and the rain seemed to know when to stop, letting up during 
Iron in the Hat, the anvil shoot, lunch and the general membership meeting. 

Close to 250 people attended the event. They came from Florida, Alabama, Georgia, 
Tennessee, South Carolina, Arkansas and as far away as Canada. Blacksmithing and 
family program classes were extremely popular, with all available class slots filled but David Summerlin (L) 
for a few openings on Sunday morning. In fact, registrar Karen Wheeler said she could working in John Butler's 
have filled the forge welding and bladesmithing classes several times over. bladesmithing class 

The result of 10 years of collective effort on the Barberville Gate was also unveiled. This is an impressive 
work of blacksmith art and will be installed at the Pioneer Arts Settlement in Barberville. More beautiful 
ironwork was on display in the member Show and Tell. Treasurer Juan Holbrook of Gainesville won the 
"Peoples' Choice" award for his awesome Spanish-style chandelier. The award carried a $75 prize. 

One of the conference's main events, tailgate tool sales, was great all weekend long and 
generated frenzy among experienced and newer blacksmiths alike. Another main 
event, the traditional anvil shoot, delighted and amazed everyone. Dr. Tim Ryan was 
kind enough to attend the conference and he performed another flawless anvil shoot. It 
was so impressive that the headlines in the local paper dubbed our event the "Shooting 
of the Anvil" conference. Dr. Tim also entertained us as auctioneer at the Saturday 
night benefit auction and squeezed that extra dollar out of the assembled blacksmiths, 
to the tune of just over $5,400. The tasty and plentiful Chicken Piliau dinner prepared 

The People's Choice- 
Spanish-style chandelier 

by Bill Adarns also helped; served up just before the auction started it kept folks on site 

by Juan Holbrook and primed for the evening. 

The blacksmith demonstrators included David Ponsler, Allan Kress; bladesmithing 
demonstrators included Don Hanson, 111, and Steve Bloom. In addition to extremely 
informative demonstrations, these demonstrators donated items that generated almost 
$1500 at the auction. On Friday night, these demonstrators and conference teaching 
staff enjoyed a wonderful complimentary dinner provided by the Calhoun County 
Chamber of Commerce and prepared by the Pioneer Settlement volunteers. 

An added bonus was Tom Clark's enthusiastic and impromptu demonstration on air 
hammer use and hammer control on Sunday. While many of the regular demonstration 
areas were being dismantled, Tom wowed a continuous crowd of onlookers. 

Many thanks to Dot Butler, FABA Program Chair, for planning and executing a terrific 
conference. Also, we thank Willard and Linda Smith for all their hard work readying 
the Pioneer Settlement site for our conference. 

Jon Hibshman (L) 
working in Charlie 
Stemmann's 
intermediate 

by Billy Christie and Patty Drapel; photos b y  John Hargett of Tampa and Patty Draper blacksmithing class 

Clinker Breaker December 2003 - 6 



"Treadle Hammer Workshop" 

Here is the first report on the Treadle Hammer Workshop. 
By Bob Jacoby 

During the weekend of October 1 7th approximately 25 FABA members and friends gathered at 
Mike Bettinger's shop in Tallahassee and built 21 Clay Spencer treadle hammers in a workshop 
coordinated by Jim Dunmire. The workshop started early on Friday morning and by the middle of 
the day on Sunday, Clay Spencer was reviewing treadle hammer safety, and giving a quick 1 
demonstration, as members loaded their hammers for the trip home. 

Clay reported that this group completed the hammers in almost record time. This success is 
largely attributed to the fine coordination by Jim Dunmire and all the pre-work completed by a 
handful of volunteers. Mike Bettinger graciously made his shop available in the weeks preceding I 

the workshop and volunteers including Freida and Ken Platt, and Clyde Payton spent countless 
i !  

hours sawing stock, sorting pieces and drilling holes so that when the group arrived, there were 
plenty of materials pre-sorted and ready for finishing. 

Clay Spencer, who first showed his own treadle hammer design at the 1990 ABANA Conference in 
Alfred, NY, has since held workshops to build treadle hammers, and demonstrated his treadle 
hammer, all over the country. His most recent design, the in-line version, is a vast improvement 
over other treadle hammers because the hammer head travels vertically, and rides smoothly on in- 
line roller blade wheels. 

Over the years FABA members have hosted and coordinated a variety of workshops to build tools. 
Projects include arranging to have a batch of anvils custom cast, organizing a Sandia gas forge 
building workshop, building a couple of Kinyon air hammers, and now, Clay Spencer treadle 
hammers. In January 2004, Mike Murphy (850.421.6622) is coordinating a gas forge building 
class. If you've got any ideas for additional workshops, write a quick article for the Clinker Breaker 
and see if there is any interest! Also, during the first quarter of 2004 we're hoping to host a treadle 
hammer tool workshop where participants will fabricate tools to use with their hammers. 

Note h m  Skeeter Rather 

Here are the results of the 'Raffle' at the Faba October Bluntstown gathering. 

I 
The raffle was completed as advertised, with a great deal of laughter and hilarity. Skeeter 
demonstrated proper blacksmith 'entry mixing' skills by kicking, rolling and throwing the large 1 
cardboard box containing the entries prior to the start of the auction on Saturday night. To the 
delight and amusement of us all, Skeeter skillfully and thoroughly mixed the 60 entry slips. Then, i 
calling for a volunteer from the audience, the winning entry was drawn! Congratulations to Mr. Ken 
Platt, a FABA member from Jasper, Florida! i 
I can't wait to see what Skeeter comes up with for next year's conference! 

Disclaimer: the newsletter editor highly contributed to this note! We appreciate you, Skeeter! 
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Traditional Mortice and Tenon Work 

I was happy to receive the Walt Anderson Founders Scholarship. I was especially privileged to know Walt, and 
had taken my first blacksmithing classes on his land. This is a summation of what I learned at the John C. 
Campbell Folk School in Steve Wiliamson's class, "Traditional Mortice and Tenon Work". I urge others that want 
to learn more about this to take classes that Steve is giving; I had the time of my life. This is my interpretation of 
what I learned, and if there are any errors it is solely this authors', and not the instructor. - by Steve Kalb 

The Mortice 

First you will need to make chisels. You can use coil spring from 
cars found at the junk yard. There is talk about certain cars having 
better springs, but that is unproven and you will need to experiment. fl /I 

Figure A ' The length of the chisel is totally up to the user's comfort. Just make F~gure B. 

it long enough that the radiant heat-will not bum you. There are two 
schools of thought in using chisels to punch the mortice. Figure A. is the one Francis taught; note it is a sharper 
point. Figure B. is also used. I tend to like this one, for it's blunt tip is easier for the novice; you don't have to 
worry about the tip mushrooming out as much with the heat. 

After you form the chisel, make the tip of whatever you use just about the length of the slit of the mortice 
hole you desire. Next you will have to temper it. This is involved and it would be best to use a reference 
book such as the "New Edge of the Anvil" to help you. 

You are ready to heat up the Mortice piece. Slowly heat it up and quench the surrounding areas, 
isolating the heat evenly. I take it to a high yellow and hit the center to start to slit it. Use caution 
not to ruin your tempered tool and cool it constantly. Soon you will see a shadow on the opposite I ' 1 
side as you are almost all the way through the piece - See figure at right. 1 

1 i ---* - 

This is the time you heat it and turn it over hitting out that piece called a 'biscuit'. This piece is 
knocked out over the pritchel hole, and it will land on the floor. This is where the saying "Biscuits are the bane 
of barefoot boys" comes from. You have to make it the shape of the tenon and we will make a round one, so 
we will make a round drift now. 

A drift can be made of mild steel but experiment with others, for the drift 
needs lots of work when it heats and deforms. You will be constantly A 

tinkering with it after each hole if you heat it up to much. Take a piece of 
y '$ 

stock the diameter you want of the hole and make it 4" long. Upset it one 
inch from the top just enough to make it thicker than the rest of the metal 
and taper the drifted end half as much as the other end. See next figure. 

You do not need to temper it, but be prepared to do a lot of tinkering when you make the hole. You are ready to 
heat up the metal, but first get out the bum cream. You will need this when you pick up the heated drift that will 
be hit out and on the floor. You laugh, but 
remember this when it happens to you! Heat 
up the bar and with a good even heat drive it 
through in one heat if you can. Knock it out 
through the pritchel hole. You should have a 
hole concave on one side and flat on the 
other. Clean it up on the anvil, and you are 
done with this part. The concave side will fit 
the rivet nicely, see the next two figures. 
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Thditional Mortice and Tenon Work 

The Tenon 

In making the tenon, first more tools. You will need two pieces of mild steel 
1" x 4" square, and one piece of 314" x 3/16" x 28" long - also mild steel. 
Weld the two pieces of steel to the flat strap - see diagram. 

Heat the flat strap, and make the stock mirror each side with a 114" gap between the 
two pieces as shown below. To make it easier on the hand, try making the handle as pL=a PL+ 
shown, your hand will fatigue if the handle is not close together. 

Now heat up the squares to a high yellow and place a 
piece of mild steel the diameter of what you want in the 
center. It's hammer time! Hit it hard with a power hammer 

fbf 
sAuc D ~ ~ U  5-xfii-5 or a striker. Heat it again until there is an equal hole 

formed in the center of the two bars as shown to the left. 
/ LwD 

After you have sanded down the sides you are ready 
to heat up the bar to be tenoned. 

- bv3,4 Sh'39:LSC 

Heat it up and put the tenon tool approximately 112" for a 112" long 
f .\: -_ x 

tenon on 314" bar stock. I do not have a formula for this so you will - 
/- 

have to experiment with the lengths. Use the power hammer or - ../ , 
striker to rough out the tenon with the tool. After you are done you 
will have a rough tenon looking something like this. 

To make the shoulders of the tenon, we need to make one final , 
\ \ ,  1=-IZz-j---71 tool. This is called a monkey tool. A monkey tool is used to clean - -_ -__ -_  _ _  ___, 

up the roughed out tenon just formed. Take piece of mild steel -- --- -- -- - - --. 

1" square and 4" long. Drill a hole in the end of the tool with the aid of a drill press 2 114" deep. 

Drill a second hole 2" on the side so it goes through the first hole. 
This little trick will aid you in not putting a tenon too deep into the --A:- x-2- -. -/ - 

- ''t 

tool. If you do it while hot, it can 'freeze' in the tool wasting both 
-1 1 

- 
I 

your tool and the tenon leg. See figures at right: 

Now heat up the rough tenon, tenons as a rule are approximately 1.5 times the width of whatever they are 
going through, so you can calculate that. Heat up the tenon, and put it in a leg vise. Put the monkey tool on 
top, and hit it until the shoulders are clean and it looks like this: 

You are now ready to rivet. You can use forms for artsy looking heads or just hammer them over. One trick 
we learned at John C. was to use those web tie downs that are ratcheted to hold tables or odd pieces of stock 
together rather than those fixed bar clamps. They do not hold near as well as the web tie downs. 

In summery, make the tools first. Calculate the 
tenon size and hit it hot with high-localized heats. Eh {SW ED S~/OJL b a  
Keep the burn cream on hand for when you pick -L&*sa -- a* d-v~;y d 

..--"*" 84 - 
up that hot drift, and take your time. Rushing /I - a  .. 

.& - ' 1 
t 

through the work causes lopsided drifts. <:-. -- 
. " * 5 

Happy hammering, Steve Kalb 
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Abana Message 

Artist-Blacksmith's Association of North America, Inc. 

President's Letter 

Dear ABANA Presidents and Editors, 

I 
I hope this letter finds you all well, busy and productive as we move into the fall months. I wanted to take this 
opportunity to thank Bob Fredell for his hard work over the past three years, both as an ABANA Board member 
and Membership Services Chairman /Affiliate Liaison. Bob was excellent in all these roles, always on time, full 
of great ideas and the drive to carry the projects through. Way to go Bob! He will be missed! Thanks ! J 

d 
B 

Speaking of the 2004 ABANA Conference, which will be held in Richmond, Kentucky, July 7- 11, we have a 1 
special offer that we hope all the ABANA Affiliates will find worthy of participation. If your affiliate signs up 
ten new ABANA members before March 1,2004, we will give your affiliate one free registration to the 2004 
ABANA Conference in Richmond, Kentucky. You can use the registration as an award for a worthy member, 
auction it off as a fund raiser for your affiliate, or use it as an "Iron-in-the-Hat' item. Your choice! Please note 
that the offer does not include lodging and meals. The definition for 'new' member with this offer is someone 
who has never belonged to ABANA, or a former member who has lapsed longer than two years. 

-I 
i 

Presidents, you will find in the box twenty-five ABANA membership applications, marked with a black dot. 
i 

Please have the person signing up use this form for Central Office processing, and also have them write their 
affiliate name somewhere on the form. Once your affiliate has ten new members signed up, please send a list to 
the Central Office so that we can verify the memberships and mail you the certificate. In the box you will also 
find fifty 2004 ABANA Conference brochures and five copies of the latest Hammer's Blow for your use. 

The 2004 Conference in Richmond will be an exciting time for us to all get together, and we hope this incentive 
program will help more people attend. Sometimes people ask me what ABANA does for them, why join? For me, 
it has always been about the magazines and the way they connect us to the larger community of srnithing. I love 1 
the way people from all parts of the country, and the world, accept our differences and concentrate on sharing i 
what we hold in common; our passion for smithing. The conferences are so great for education, networking, tool 1 
trading, and camaraderie. One often-missed benefit to membership is the scholarship program. I don't know of 
too many other organizations that you can join for $45 and then get a $450 scholarship to get an education. Not a 
bad return if you ask me. So, good luck, and I hope to see you in Bluegrass Country! 

Scott Lankton, AB ANA President 
plankton @ abana.org 

Clinker Breaker December 2003 - 10 



Welcome New Members! 

Ronnie Glover 
1599 County Rd. 
Headland, AL 36345 
(334) 693-0057 
rglover@ ala.met 

Jeff & Maria Herman 
1 1 1 8 St. Anne Shrine Rd. 
Lake Wales, FL 33859 
(863) 696-4427 

Larry Leahy 
22067 Hamilton Springs Rd. 
Altha, FL 32421 
(850) 762-8596 

Carter Morgan 
PO Box 233 
0' Brien, FL 3207 1 i 
(366) 935-4660 

I 

carter morgan @ yahoo.com 

Derek & Roxanne Nickerson 
5617 Rocking Horse Road 
Orlando, FL 328 17 
(407) 673-1317 
DNick30@ hotmail.com 

I 

For Sale . 
For sale, 251b Little Giant, old style #I470 Needs assembly. Have all main parts except motor and belt. I 

Frame is very clean and primed. Ram guides in very good condition. Void in casting on backside of die 
J 

block. Pics available at www.migalametals.com, click on link at bottom. Asking $1200 9 

Contact Michael Migala, Evenings (904) 389-2470 

More on Carbide Tools I 
Carbide tools such as drills and mills can be used in the home shop, without too much problem. Carbide lathe tools 
can be used on just about any size lathe that the home shop machinist would have. It can be used to cut brass as* 
well as steel, and every tough or hardened steel. Lathe tools must be adjusted to cut on center. 

Carbide drills however should be used in a machine that has a good solid Quill or spindle. These drills will 
cut just like high speed drills. The only difference is that they are very brittle and can break if the spindle is 
not solid. However they will cut though material that high speed will not cut. 

When cutting hard or tough materials you should use higher RPM. More horse power is not needed. As for 
drilling hardened steel the poor man's carbide drill is a masonry bit. This can be sharpened to cut steel and it 
does care what kind of machine you have. You might have to try a few different manufactures of these drills, 
before you find one that will work for your application. 

-by Charlie Stemmann, master machinist 
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Get up-to-date information on upcoming Regional meets, Quarterly events and other "goings-on" at the 
FABA Website: www.blacksmithing.org! Want to see more photos of local smith's work? Submit the latest 
photos of your iron masterpieces for the 'show & tell' photo gallery for all your FABA friends to enjoy! i 
Contact Steve Bloom to get YOUR work posted! 

Other website benefits: download .pdf versions of The Florida Clinker Breaker and find great links to other 
Abana affiliated Blacksmith groups. 1 
See it all at: ww~.bla~k~mithing.~rg 

FABA MEMBERSHIPAPPLICATION If you do not wish to be listed in the printed FABA 
Florida Artist Blacksmith Association, Inc. directory, please check the box to the right [ I  

Send this application and membership fee of 
Date New [ I  Renewal [ I  $20.00 to: 
Name Juan Holbrook, FABA Treasurer 
Address 641 8 NW 97 Court 

Gainesville, FL 32653 

City S t a t e  Zip 
Phone:Home Work: Make check out to FABA. Your FABA membership begins 
E-Mail when we receive your payment and lasts one year. 
Spouse's Name: Membership is for a family. You don't have to be an 

ABANA member to join FABA, but many FABA members 
are, and we encourage membership in both organizations. 

jasea~d am!) uo u! sanp 
mod )a8 'app uor~elrdxa 
dyys~aqmam moil y3ay3 

ZOOL-PPEZE 1d 0113311NOVU 
NOlAVd OSZ 


