
December 1999

Steve Bloom
Bob Jacoby
Bob Mancuso
Clyde Payton
Charlie Stemmann

Contributors:

The Florida

FLORIDA ARTIST BLACKSMITH ASSOCIATION - CHAPTER OF ABANA, INC.

Established May 18, 1985

President’s Corner
by Clyde Payton, President

A NEW BEGINNING – It’s been a
JOYFUL past two years!  Yes, I’ve really
enjoyed being your President - of a
Fantastic Organization!  It’s also been a
pleasurable learning experience for me.
I’ve seen this organization come from a
beginning chapter group of about twenty
to over 375 family memberships today -
because we only have FAMILY
MEMBERSHIPS.  Lord only knows how many individual
members are actually represented by these 375-plus families!  But
we have come a long way not only in terms of memberships
growth, but also in terms of our MISSION - which is, TO
TEACH and PRESERVE the art and craft of blacksmithing.
Specifically, I’m reminded of the many blacksmith shops we have
inspired and helped build all over the state of Florida, and the
fantastic teaching conferences and meetings which we have over
that state.  We are very diligent in making sure that these events
offer wholesome activities for the whole FAMILY.

I would like to thank all of the Board members that I have had the
pleasure of working with there past two years - all of you have
just been great.  I especially thank my dear wife, Vi.  Vi has

b e e n
so patient and so helpful - as always.  Without all of her
c o m p u t e r
and typing help - not to mention her advice and consultation on
a l l
issues - I would have “sunk and drowned”!

Congratulations to our new President - PATTY DRAPER, our
new Vice President, BOB JACOBY; and our new Program
Chair, JEFF MOHR - you couldn’t have elected better people for
these jobs.  (The winners of the three new Trustee positions on
the Board were not known at the time of this writing.)  I ask all
of you to help and support your new Board members.  This is
YOUR “Club”, it’s a GOOD Club, be proud of it, take
ownership, and be responsible.

I’m looking forward to still serving on the FABA Board in the
position of Past President.  I’m happily anticipating a great future
for FABA in its role of TEACHING AND PRESERVING - I’m
looking forward to a whole lots more learning - and a NEW
BEGINNING.

Merry Christmas, 
GOD BLESS YOU, and 

Happy Hammering - Clyde Payton

Clinker Breaker
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Upcoming Events
The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community.  Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA) sponsored

events are highlighted in bold typeface.  The regions have no boundaries - everyone is welcome everywhere.  Come to more than one

if you can.  We hold regular monthly meetings in each region (except that we all try to get together at one Statewide Meeting each quarter)

on the following Saturdays of each month: NE-1st, NW-2nd, SE-3rd, SW-last.  The actual dates may vary from month to month; check

the schedule below.  Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge.  Prospective members are always welcome.  Come for all

or any part of a meeting, bring your tools, or just watch.  Most meetings run from 9AM to 4PM, and you'll need to bring a lunch if you

stay all day, unless otherwise noted.  If you have any questions about meetings please contact the Regional Coordinators listed below:

Northeast Region

NW meeting - Dec.11

SE Party - Dec.19

December, 1999
NE Dec 04: Allen Hardwicke's shop -Altoona. We'll be working on

the Blacksmith's Helpers

NW Dec 11: Jerry Grice's shop in Crawfordville. This meeting is

designated as a fun, something for everyone.  Jerry will

again come up with bright ideas for each person to

make something for Christmas.  The intention being

that you get to take it with you!  This can be something

for yourself or a gift for another special person or

family in your life.  Lunch will be served by Tycee,

with requests of a covered dish (your choice) from

those wishing to contribute.

SE Dec 18: Ray & Ann Reynolds Christmas Get-Together &

Potluck Lunch (noon to 6:00 PM). Bring your favorite

dish. Questions? Call Charlie (number above) or Ann

(561-793-2452).  Volunteers needed for a work party -

contact Charlie at number above or 561-439.0304.

SW Dec 25: unlikely

January, 2000
NE Jan 01: Barberville - we'll be working on the ABANA 2000

Conference Projects

NW Jan 08: Jeff Mohr’s shop - Crawfordville

SE Jan 15:  Carriage House Farms-Ft.Pierce

SW Jan 22:  to be announced

Allen's shop is located at the corner of State Road 19 (South of State
Road 40 in the Ocala National Forest) and County Road 42 East. 
The shop is a western style building located on the left side of the
road if you're driving south.  The signs "Allen's Well Drilling" and
"Altoona Hydraulics" are prominently displayed on the building.

Hey - a nifty map to your house/shop could appear  in this space  - 
talk to your regional coordinators!

Schedule, maps, and any alterations to that appearing here will be

Northeast Region: Bob Jacoby (904) 260-9981 jacoby@southeast.net

Northwest Region: Dr. Ed Crane (850) 893-3212 ncrane8364@aol.com

Southeast Region: Charlie Stemmann (561) 964-8834 stemmann@aol.com

Southwest Region: –want to volunteer?
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REMEMBERING Dr. Francis Whitaker

Francis Whitaker was the DEAN OF AMERICAN
BLACKSMITHING.  He passed away at 10:30 p.m.
Saturday, October 23, 1999.  Francis was the most sought-
after and the most cherished Demonstrator of the
Blacksmith’s Art.  And, if you have ever been to a major
Blacksmith Conference, or to the John C. Campbell Folk
School - you would have seen him in his GLORY -
teaching us how to blacksmith!  This great teacher’s
infinite knowledge was only surpassed by his infinite
patience in teaching what he loved BEST.

Francis was born in Woburn, Massachusetts on November
29, 1906.  His long career goes back to when he was only
15 years old.  In 1922, Francis was attending a boarding
school in Fairhope, Alabama when he decided to quit in
his junior year and become a professional blacksmith.
Through his father - who was an architect - Francis got a
job in 1922 in Samuel Yellin’s Blacksmith Shop in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  Under the tutelage of Yellin,
Francis was firmly and permanently planted in the field of
his choice.  One of his very first “real work” projects was
to make all of the 400 rosettes on the gates and railings on
the Federal Reserve Bank Building job in New York.
After Yellin’s shop, Francis spent a couple of years in the
shop of Julius Schramm in Berlin, Germany.

Francis spent most of his blacksmithing life running his
own shops in Aspen, Colorado and Carmel, California.
Francis was one of the three finalist for the 1998 National
Living Treasure Awards, and in his National Living
Treasure Award nomination letter, Colorado Governor Ray
Romer wrote “Perhaps Francis’ greatest gift is his
willingness and ability to share and pass on what he has
acquired over the last 70 years...”  One assurance of this
was an Educational Foundation established by Francis.  He
was featured on many televison programs - the three most
outstanding being the HOME & GARDEN (HGTV)
MODERN MASTERS program; Georgia Public Televison
FORGE & ANVIL series by Alan Rogers; and a Colorado
documentary, “SPIRIT OF COLORADO”.  Francis held
an Honorary Doctorate Degree from the University of
Colorado.  In 1995 he received the Governor’s Award for
Excellence in the Arts as a Master Folk Artist.  He was
also named a National Heritage Fellow in the National
Endowment for the Arts (the nations highest arts award).
Francis was a teacher of advanced blacksmithing at the
Colorado Rocky Mountain School where the Francis
Whittaker Blacksmithing School was established in his
honor - this school was formally dedicated in 1999.

I first met Dr. Whitaker and his wife Portia (who passed
away in 1988) at the Tully Smith House Blacksmith Guild
shop in Atlanta, Georgia in the mid 1970s.  Here at the
time Alex Bealer (author of the ART OF
BLACKSMITHING) was starting up the first
blacksmithing organization to revive this “lost” art, and

Alex got Francis to give a day’s demonstration on basic
blacksmithing - this is the first time I ever saw the “drop-
the-tongs” weld!

Francis always vowed that he would die with a hammer in
his hand.  And true to his word - I am told by Ms. Adele
Hause, a fellow staff person with the school - he actually
carried his favorite hammer with him when he took that
final ambulance ride to the hospital.

Memorial contributions can be made to the:
Francis Whitaker Foundation
Blacksmith Scholarship Fund
Colorado Rocky Mountain School
1493 County Road 106
Carbondale, CO 81623

Happy Hammering, Clyde Payton

SoapBox
Steve Bloom, Editor

If you would like a membership card in FABA and have
actually renewed your membership (a gentle hint for those
who haven’t gotten around to it yet!), send a self-
addressed, stamped  envelope to the Secretary.   The cards
are not mythical - they do exist, and one can be in your
hands for the price of a first-class postage stamp.

The Clinker Breaker needs articles!  Come on, folks.
There must be some of you who have discovered
something new, neat, or interesting.  It doesn’t have to be
an article - how about a vendor and a comment on a
product?  Where did you buy your flux? did it work?
Rivets, etc.  If the info was of use to you, it will be of use
to us, so SHARE!
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NE Regional Report 
THE COUNTRY JAMBOREE

Bob Mancuso

The Country Jamboree at Barberville was well attended
and all forges were running most of the time.
Demonstrators showed various skills in blacksmithing.
Much "black iron" was available for purchase as well as
roses and knives.  The weather was just right, not too cold
and not too hot. Visitors watched and admired the items
being made.  Many visitors were intrigued enough to take
an application and said they would like to be a member and
learn the skill.  A lady who was not a member, but had
attended Campbell in Brasstown,  stood at one of the
forges and made herself a nail. Fred Kingery's picture
appeared in the Volusia section of the Daytona Beach
Journal.  We all look forward to the publicity FABA gets
at these activities.  One more disk was made for the gate.
Have you made yours yet? If not please get started and get
it turned in so the gate will be covered with FABA
member's skill represented and on permanent display.  

Fred Kingery entered his iron roses in an art show.
Although Fred's iron roses were admired by most people,
they did not win.  What did win was his "wooden egg with
a rose bud inside".  This resulted in a cash prize.

SE Regional Report
Charlie Stenmann

The meeting was held at Matty and Irene Spinelli's Shop
near Okeechobee City, Florida.  A total of 16 members and
guest where in attendance. The day  started out on the rainy
side, but soon stopped and the day was cloudy. It 
turned out to be a great day to do some forging.   Bryan
Law came to his first meeting and really enjoyed himself.
He also  got some help on a project he is working on.

Matty was in his glory, showing off his air hammer that he
got after last years conference. He got himself a big blue
air hammer, and it really works super well, and a lot of
control. I do believe every one that came got  a chance to
try it out and so did I. Michael Barry and Harland Fisher
each made a knife or letter opener out of railroad spikes.
From what I saw they  did a great job. Sarah McMurray
Had some fun with the hammer. She flatten a railroad cleat
the hammer sure did a job on it. Sarah did some work on
her vise that she uses to hold shoes that she is working on.
from last report the mod. she made is working great!
Dennis Smith use the hammer to make a flattener to be
used with the hammer. He did a great job making it. Jim
Fagan did his usual thing, he beat out another knife blade.

As for lunch Irene made enough food for an army.
However the lunch was fantastic and everything that she
made was excellent. I hope Matty will do another meeting
sometime soon, because I want to come back for seconds
and bring a better appetite.

When I left at about 5 PM it started to rain again, so I
guess you say the weather let us have a great day.

A short note on this years conference. I want to say that all
who took my class on the three legged table. You all did a
great job and I want to thank those who stuck with it to the
end. Also want to Thank Gerry Jamison for helping me
with the class as well with building the first one. Thank
You Gerry!

Rob Gunter’s Super Quench:

This quench will allow you to make tools out of mild steel
for limited use and short-run operations. It is reputed to
harden mild steel to Rockwell C 43-45.  Don’t harden
anything with over 55 points carbon to avoid cracking.

Ingredients:
5 gallons water
5 lbs salt
28 oz Dawn concentrate dishwashing liquid
8 oz Shaklee Basic I (or other quality surfactant of

approximate quantity for a 5 gallon mix)   The
unscented 7 oz bottle of Jet-Dry “liquid rinse
agent” can be substituted.  Simple Green is also
reported to work.

Test the surfactant by dipping a 3" wire loop into it and
suspend vertically in air.  The bubble should last a full 30
seconds.  Be sure to rinse the piece well after using the
product to get rid of the salt.

Classified Ads

For Sale: Champion 400 blower.  $ 175.00.   $185.00 if I
have to haul it to a meeting to sell it!  Contact Bill
Robertson at 850-681-0881 during the day or
850-668-2876 in the evenings.
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Communications from ABANA

To:  Chapter Presidents, ABANA Members, ABANA Board of Directors

From:  Dr. Mark E. Williams, Chairman

Subject:  ABANA Discovery & Evaluation Committee

Lou Mueller, ABANA President, has appointed an independent, non-Board Discovery & Evaluation Committee to review
issues and concerns, problems and opportunities regarding all aspects of the current ABANA structure.  Findings of this
committee will be utilized to improve all areas from educational materials and publications to communications and
organizational structure.  Recommendations should result in a more efficient and effective organization that will be better
equipped to meet issues and challenges of the future blacksmithing community well into the next century.

We must strive to take the best aspects of the present operational structure and make them even better and possibly add others
in order to better respond to the vast array of chapter and member interests, issues and concerns.

In pursuing the committee’s charge, we respectfully and sincerely request your comments, issues and concerns,
recommendations, gripes, etc., concerning ABANA’s relationship to its members and chapters, policy regarding
communications, decision making processes, accountability issues, organizational structure, and any other related issue where
improvement may be needed.

Authors of comments remain confidential, known only by the committee.  We hope to publish results of committee findings
and recommendations by the 2000 Conference in Flagstaff, AZ.

Please send your responses to Dr. Mark E. Williams either through email or the postal address listed below or one of the other
committee members no later than Dec. 15, 1999.  Your time and effort to direct ABANA’s future is greatly encouraged and
sincerely appreciated.

Sincerely,
Dr. Mark E. Williams, Chairman

Committee Membership:

Dr. Mark E. Williams, Chairman Dan Nauman 
114 West Federal St. 4190 Badger Road
Snow Hill, MD 21863 Kewaskum, WI 53040
Email: m_and_mwilliams@juno.com or Email: trapper@alexssa.net
            mewilliams@mail.umes.edu Ph: 414-626-2208
Ph: 410-632-0914 Fax: 414-626-3324

Ernie E. Dorrill III Fred N. (Ike) Bay
507 HWY 16 West 16353 NW Brandberry Dr.
Carthage, MS 39051 Portalnd, OR  97229
Email: edorrill@ms.nrcs.usda.gov Email: Dasbayhaus@aol.com
            or dorhill@netdoor.com Ph: 503-645-2790
Ph: 601-267-9120
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Message from the Scholarship Committee
Skeeter Prather, Chair; Scholarship Committee, FABA

A number of scholarships are available for training into the craft and art of blacksmithing.  

Firstly, the FABA Board at its annual meeting just this month approved and inaugurated a new scholarship worth
up to $750 to the successful applicant - the “Walt Anderson Founders Scholarship”.  Its purpose is to advance
the craft of blacksmithing.  And available to members of FABA who demonstrate satisfactorily to the Board that
they have sufficient experience in the craft that additional specific training would be practicable to the stated purpose
and that additional training would indeed be used in the furtherance of blacksmithing arts and craft.  A formal
application is required - copies can be acquired from the Scholarship Committee and a list of the required
information is printed following this message.  The Board hopes to make its first award at its January meeting.

Secondly, the Board also inaugurated a “Room, Board, and Transportation” Scholarship for a member who
“buys” time at a cost equaling or exceeding $500.00 in a Master Shop at the annual auction.  It amounts to actual
cost or $250.00 which ever is lesser.  (And partial to that, the Board wants to encourage in every way member
production shops and master smiths of every practice to offer at the annual auction for bid and buy some time in
their shop!  Those doing so will be properly recognized, of course!  More information will be forthcoming as time
for the next annual auction approaches.)

Thirdly, a quasi-scholarship now exists in that the Board has authorized a dues-free year for any member
submitting a winning article for publication in the Clinker Breaker. Details of the contest will be published in
the near future.

Additionally, the Alabama Forge Council has a new scholarship offering for “nonresident” members.  Any of our
group desiring financial help for further training, and who are members of the Alabama Forge Council should take
note.  The John C. Campbell School continues to offer several Scholarships annually; as does ABANA.  The
Scholarship Committee will gladly assist any member with information and application forms – simple call or write
Dr. Prather.

Application - Walt Anderson Founders Scholarship

It is the purpose of this scholarship to further the craft of blacksmithing.  Successful candidates must have convinced
the FABA Board, through this application, that their past experience in blacksmithing is sufficient background upon
which additional formal training wil enhance the applicant’s potential for furtherance of the craft; and schooling
sought is appropriate to that purpose.  Awards are limited to actual costs or $750 whichever is lesser and may
include tuition, materials, room and board, and transportation (paid at a rate of $0.25 per mile or actual cost of
public transportation, whichever is lesser).

Upon completion of schooling, the Awardee must provide a demonstration of things learned at a Regional meeting
of the association and write a report of the schooling experience, to include “how-to”, for publication in the Clinker
Breaker.  It is hoped, but not required, that based upon the new learning, an article for auction be made for offering
at the Annual Meeting.

Completed applications must be sent to: Skeeter Prather, Chair
Scholarship Committee, FABA
2816 Terry Road
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Tallahassee, FL 32312

Include in the application 
(1) your name, address and phone number as well as your signature and date of application
(2) a brief  statement of past experience in blacksmithing;
(3) explain how shall this additional schooling potentiate furtherance of blacksmithing craft?;
(4) explain how shall this additional schooling support your personal goal in the craft and art of blacksmithing?;
(5) supply the name of the school you hope to attend;
(6) identify the specific course desired and the instructor of that course;
(7) enumerate costs of::

a. Tuition
b. Materials
c. Room and Board
d. Transportation (indicate whether the means are private or public)
e. Total Costs
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Examples of power hammer swages (courtesy of David Ponsler)
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FABA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Florida Artist Blacksmith Association, Inc.

Chapter of ABANA, Inc.
Date __________   NewG       Renewal G

Name_________________________________
Address_______________________________
_____________________________________
   City                         State            Zip
Phone:Home_____________Work:_________
E-Mail______________________________
Spouse’s Name:________________________

If you do not wish to be listed me in the printed FABA directory,
please check the box to the right G 

Send this application and a membership fee of $20.00
to

Lydia Burns, FABA Treasurer
66 Summerwind Circle
Crawfordville, FL 32327

Make check out to FABA.  The FABA membership
year begins May 1.  New memberships received after
December 31 also cover the following year. 
Membership is for a family.  You don’t have to be an
ABANA member to join FABA, but many FABA
members are, and we encourage membership in both
organizations.

ABANA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Artist Blacksmith Association of North America, Inc.
Name__________________________________

Address________________________________

_______________________________________
 City                                   State             Zip
Phone__________________________________
The undersigned applies for membership in the Artist
Blacksmith Association of North America and
encloses ______ as annual membership dues for one
year.  Checks must be in U.S. funds.  Membership
includes a subscription to the Anvil’s Ring and The
Hammer’s Blow.

Credit Card No.___________________________
VisaG MasterCardG
Expiration Date__________________
G Full time Student(1 yr only) $35/yr
G Regular membership $45/yr
G Senior Citizen (age 65+) $40/yr
G Overseas Surface Mail $60/yr
G Overseas Airmail $80/yr
G Contributory Membership $100/yr
G Public Library Subscription $35/yr
Call (706) 310-1030 to charge your membership to
VISA or MasterCard, or make out a check to
ABANA and send to :

ABANA
P.O. Box 816
Farmington, GA 30638

FABA Officers

President Clyde Payton 850-997-3627
Vice President Bill Roberts 352-687-2959 robertsb@pig.net
Treasurer Lydia Burns 850-421-4852
Secretary Karen Wheeler 352-486-4370
Program Chairman Ray Roberts 850-997-4403
Newsletter Editor Steve Bloom 352-528-6508 sab@gnv.ifas.ufl.edu 
Past President Ray Roberts 850-9974403
Trustee #1 John Butler 850-539-5742
Trustee #2 Lewis Riggleman 352-521-3515
Trustee #3 Jerry Grice 850-421-4788
Trustee #4 Ray Reynolds 561-793-2452

mailto:robertsb@pig.net
mailto:sab@gnv.ifas.ufl.edu


The Florida Artist Blacksmith Association(FABA) - Chapter of Artist Blacksmith Association of North

America, Inc., is a 501(c)(3) non-profit educational organization whose purposes are to teach, promote,

and preserve the art of blacksmithing.  Contributions are tax-deductible to the extent provided by law.

FABA publishes the Florida Clinker Breaker monthly, and FABA membership includes a subscription.  W e

solicit correspondence and unpaid articles on any subjects related to FABA’s purposes.  ABANA chapter

newsletters may reprint non-copyrighted material if it is credited to the author and this newsletter.  You

need the publisher’s permission to reprint copyrighted material unless otherwise noted.

The Florida  Clinker Breaker
FLORIDA ARTIST BLACKSMITH ASSOCIATION

Steve Bloom, Editor

P.O. Box 760

Archer, FL 32618-0760

(352) 528-6508 or websmith@blacksmithing.org

http://www.blacksmithing.org
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