June 1999

CONTRIBUTORS:
STEVE BLOOM
JOEL CLARK
E.D. CRANE
BoB JACOBY
MIKE MURPHY
CLYDE PAYTON

WESLEY POPE
TONY PRENTAKIS

CHARLIE Stemmann
KEN STUEMPGES

TreFlaica

Clinker Breaker

FLORIDA ARTIST BLACKSMITH ASSOCIATION - CHAPTER OF ABANA, INC.
EdaiiselMay 18 1965

President’s Corner
by Clyde Payton, President

A Family Focus

The Family - perhaps the most important

institution in our civilization today! -

Ranking up there with Religion and

Education. Most will say, myself included,

that at the root of ALL social mishaps lies a

failure at the family level. Is the institution of FAMILY, with all
its cherished values, so important that it dictates the very destiny
of civilization? 1 think so - collectively, especially. Example:
don’t you think that all the uprooted and tortured Kosovars
streaming from their homes, wished that Milosevic could have
acquired the values of charity and tolerance at the family level?

Yes, this introduction to my simple and mini-scale message is
“lofty”, but the building of the greatest edifice was started with
one brick. So, let’s look at something I witnessed at our recent
April Statewide meeting.

I saw several FAMILIES participating in the events of those two
days - Mon and Dad and all of the kids. One family had seven
kids and they all came — and those old enough to swing a hammer
did so in the beginners class on Saturday afternoon. At the
Sunday afternoon beginners class, a Dad and five kids were
working out of one fire! Two families enjoyed the basket weaving

class and went home proudly with well built trophies to prove it.

I was most gratified to see such family participation in our
blacksmith outing. I have always stressed that our “club” should
be a Family Focused activity - that our membership be a Family
membership - that we have Family programs - that we have
Beginners classes in blacksmithing. Furthermore, on those
occasions when I have had the opportunity to do so, I have
always insisted upon the Family as the membership unit of all the
other blacksmith chapters and conferences with which I have
affiliated - I strongly believe in the family focus.

In closing, may I please urge you - all of you - especially the
Board members and program coordinators to keep a FAMILY
FOCUS as you plan monthly regional meetings, statewide
meetings, and the Annual Conference. Keep the family in mind
when you build the program agenda. Encourage Dad and
Grandpa to bring the kids and teach the kids to make something
too. FABA’s mission is to ...”Preserve and teach the Art and
Craft of Blacksmithing”. Is there any better way to do this than to
make ours a family activity that is wholesome, creative, and fun?
In doing so - Guess What? You will help build the most
important institution in our civilization - the FAMILY.

Happy Hammering
Cyle Payton
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