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President’s Corner
by Clyde Payton, President

T h e  A N N U A L
MEMBERSHIP MEETING
of all members - as required
by the FABA By-Laws - will
be held at our October annual
conference in Barberville on Saturday, October 10,
1998, starting at 1:30 p.m. underneath the main
pavilion. Your annual membership meeting  provides
you with an open forum for your concerns, issues, and
commentaries.  So, I urge you to attend your meeting.
I would also like to ask that  you send me - between
now and October - any agenda items which you would
like presented at this general membership meeting.  I
will make sure  they get on the agenda.  So, while this
is fresh on your mind, write to me  today if you have
any item.

The FABA Board of Trustees meets each

quarter.  The next Board  meeting will be Saturday,
July 18, 1998, at 12 noon at the Pioneer  Arts
Settlement in Barberville.  All these quarterly
meetings are important, but  the July board meeting is
especially important because it's the one just  prior to
the October state conference.  And, of course, the
overriding  agenda is to finalize all conference details
including a site "walk through"  of the conference
arena.  These meetings are open to the FABA
membership  so you may attend if you wish.

I talked with our Program Chairman, Ray
Roberts, yesterday.  He's  got a fantastic conference
lined up for us which promises to be the  best yet.  He
still needs a few volunteers to help with some of the
conference  functions - especially the kids’ programs.
How about giving Ray a call at  850/997- 4403 and
volunteering to help out - without your help it won't
happen!!

Happy Hammering!
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ABANA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Artist Blacksmith Association of North America, Inc.
Name__________________________________

Address________________________________

_______________________________________
 City                                   State             Zip
Phone__________________________________
The undersigned applies for membership in the Artist
Blacksmith Association of North America and
encloses ______ as annual membership dues for one
year.  Checks must be in U.S. funds.  Membership
includes a subscription to the Anvil’s Ring and The
Hammer’s Blow.

Credit Card No.___________________________
VisaG MasterCardG
Expiration Date__________________
G Full time Student(1 yr only) $35/yr
G Regular membership $45/yr
G Senior Citizen (age 65+) $40/yr
G Overseas Surface Mail $70/yr
G Overseas Airmail $80/yr
G Contributory Membership $100/yr
G Public Library Subscription $25/yr
Call (314) 390-2133 to charge your membership to
VISA or MasterCard, or make out a check to
ABANA and send to :

ABANA
P.O. Box 206
Washington, MO 63090

FABA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Florida Artist Blacksmith Association, Inc.

Chapter of ABANA, Inc.
Date __________   NewG       Renewal G

Name_________________________________
Address_______________________________
_____________________________________
   City                         State            Zip
Phone:Home_____________Work:_________
E-Mail______________________________
Spouse’s Name:________________________

Are you interested in procuring:
GAnvil GCoal GHand Tools
GPost Vise GBlower GForge
Other_________________________________

Send this application and a membership fee of $20.00
to

Anne Reynolds, FABA Treasurer
11064 Sunset Boulevard
West Palm Beach, FL  33411

Make check out to FABA.  The FABA membership
year begins May 1.  New memberships received after
December 31 also cover the following year. 
Membership is for a family.  You don’t have to be an
ABANA member to join FABA, but many FABA
members are, and we encourage membership in both

FABA Officers

President Clyde Payton 850-997-3627
Vice President Bill Roberts 352-687-2959 robertsb@pig.net
Treasurer Anne Reynolds 561-793-2452
Secretary Currently vacant, temporary volunteers filling in. Call Murf or Anne.
Program Chairman Ray Roberts 850-997-4403
Newsletter Editor Murf Murphy 850-421-6622 blacksmith@talweb.com
Past President Ray Roberts 850-9974403
Trustee #1 John Butler 850-539-5742
Trustee #2 Carl Austin 941-735-0257
Trustee #3 Jerry Grice 850-421-4788
Trustee #4 Ray Reynolds 561-793-2452

mailto:robertsb@pig.net
mailto:blacksmith@talweb.com
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Classified Ads

FOR SALE: Anvil and Forge with a Buffalo blower,  $300 for both. Forge needs some work.  Second
forge also available. Call Bob Mancuso (904) 774-2926. (Orange City area)

FOR SALE: Heavy-duty commercial forge blower, cast iron housing - $175.  3-phase, 3-HP, 220V
Marathon motor, almost new, $85.  Call Ed Crane, (850) 893-3212 (Tallahassee area)

FOR SALE: 18x 20 cast iron portable forge, with Champion blower, 100 lb anvil, good shape, with
stump, $350 firm for both.  Call Richard Manna, (407) 984-0160 (Palm Beach area)

WANTED: Used blacksmith equipment - just about everything.  New member needs anvil, forge,
hand tools, etc.  May also be interested in an arc welder.  Dennis Bernhardt, St Augustine, FL 904-797-
6358.

Welcome New Members
Lisa Beck & J. Ryan Thomas
2942 Byington Circle
Tallahassee, FL  32303
(850) 536-0264
email: lisabeck@lewisweb.net

Dennis & Margery Bernhardt
1142 S. Winterhawk Dr.
St. Augustine, FL  32086
(904) 797-6358
Interested in anvil, post vise, coal, blower,
hand tools and forge.

David & Phyllis Bruce
6753 Paul Revere Ct
Orlando, FL  32809
(H)(407) 859-3541   (W)(407)859-1020.
Interested in anvil, coal, blower. 

James & Zea Dean
1093 A1A Beach Blvd., #363
St. Augustine, FL  32085
(904)471-5936

 Ken Knight & Judy Turley 
1539 SW 15 Way
Bell, FL32619
(352)463-7395.

Rollin Patrick, Jr.
351 Woodridge Dr.
Geneva, FL  32732
(407)349-9663

 Marvin & Lillian Rosen
703 Wynn Dr.
Sanford, FL  32773
(H)(407) 321-6433  (W)(800)872-7281 x1354
email: marv@evcom.net
Interested in coal, hand tools, forge and post
vise.

Steve & Susan Torgersen
6120 WSR 235 PO Box 75
LaCrosse, FL  32658-0075
(904) 462-3734
email: nitaikoruna@worldnet.att.net
Interested in getting: anvil, post vise, blower,
hand tools, forge.

mailto:lisabeck@lewisweb.net
mailto:marv@evcom.net
mailto:nitaikoruna@worldnet.att.net
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The SoapBox
by Murf Murphy, Editor

We’re starting to gear up for the fall conference again, and I am sounding the

usual call for volunteers.  Ray Roberts needs all the help he can get – and then some –

so if you can help, give him a call.  850-997-4403.  This is the big one for FABA.  It

provides a large part of our operating budget, as well as getting new members into the

organization.  For that reason alone, we should all be willing to expend some time and

effort to make it happen.  There is, however, another reason: When we get it cranked

up and going, it’s a whole lot of fun, too!  So roll up your sleeves and pitch in – make

something for the auction, donate some little stuff for the Buck-in-the-Bucket, take

tickets, or just talk it up around your neighborhood and get people to come and see it.

Every little bit helps.

On the subject of volunteering, I’d like to get some stories from our members

about their experiences.  Kent Douglas gave me an article on a demo he did for a youth

camp, and I wrote up a couple of paragraphs on a recent demo at Torreya State Park.

I also put in one Saturday a month at the Tallahassee Museum of History and Natural Science.  I got one from

Bob Mancuso a couple of months ago on his work with a group of Boy Scouts.  I know there are others out there

doing other things to further the educational aims of FABA, but nobody’s telling me about it.  As I have said

before, I don’t publish things unless I know about them, so let me know.

  Skeeter Prather recently returned from a three-week trip to Barbados, assisting the Barbados National

Trust for Historic Preservation in reconstructing a blacksmith shop for their Heritage Village.  Skeeter complied

with my request for a report – too well!  It will be in next month’s Clinker Breaker, after I edit it down to a

manageable size.

Fairly often, I wind up with more copies of the Clinker Breaker than I ordered from the printer, because

the amount of paper on hand will make up thirty or forty extras.  As a result, I often wind up with  some leftover

copies.  If anyone is interested in getting back issues of the Clinker Breaker, just drop me a line – phone, email,

or snail mail – and I’ll be happy to ship them to you for the cost of the postage.  If you want multiple copies, this

can be arranged also.

When ½ inch is not ½ inch
by Bruce Gillies - Reprinted from Appalachian Area Chapter, ABANA

When I was building my treadle hammer(the one John keeps for me), I found out that what we think is

one half of an inch is not always one half of an inch.  The drawing calls for pivots for the two parallel arms that

the hammer swings on to be one-half inch in diameter, so I drilled them with a one-half inch drill.  The bolts

used were one-half inch machine bolts bought at a local hardware store.  These should provide a good fit.  Right?

Wrong!  This combination gave me a clearance of 15 thousandths of an inch, and this allows the hammer to

move in the neighborhood of 75 to 100 thousandths of an inch (100 thousandths is a tenth of an inch).

How could this happen?  It turns out that a one-half inch drill bit actually drills a hole 505 thousandths

(0.505) inches.  The bolts I used were standard bolts, and they measured 490 thousandths (0.490) inches.

According to the machinist at the local voctech, these are standard measurements.  The difference in the two 15

thousandths (0.015).  But this allows the front of the parallel arms to move 5 to 6 times as much, and the hammer

head to move also.

The method I am going to use to remove much of this slop is to make bolts or pins out of one-half inch

cold-rolled steel.  Cold-rolled is closer to size, and I can find a piece that will measure on-half inch or maybe

a little more.  By replacing the bolts, I can get the clearance down to about 5 thousandths (0.005).  This will take
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at least two-thirds of the slop out of the head.
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Out & About - Member’s Activities

Demonstration Fever
by Kent Douglas

I don't know about any one else, but when I talk about what I like to do, I tell people blacksmithing.
I generally get two responses: First, they give me a blank look and say "Oh you mean shoeing horses."  I then
explain what a blacksmith does and get the second response: "That's a dying art."  Well, maybe they should
come to one of our meetings.  I have found that a major part of the population knows nothing about
blacksmithing, except from what they see on T.V.  So, I jump at the chance to talk to people and explain to
them what blacksmithing really is.

I was asked to demonstrate 1700 and 1800 blacksmithing at a youth camp for the Christian Heritage
Royal Rangers.  This group is similar to the boy scouts, but they do more of the pioneer camping.  The
director told me that I would be demonstrating in the F.C.F.  village (Frontiersman Camping Fellowship).
The F.C.F.  group sets up a pioneer village to show how the frontiersman lived; much like the rendezvous
that was at the Conner ranch last April.

When I arrived at the camp ground, I was pointed directly to where I needed to set up.  It was only
a matter of time before everything was set up and the fire was going.  I had several things to make before
I could do any demonstrating the next day.  Even though the village was closed a crowd gathered around the
tent, so I started to talk about what I was making, and answering their questions, until one of the leaders told
everyone to leave, they would be able to see everything next day.  I finished working on a few needed tools
about dinner time, so I let the fire die, and cleaned up for the next days work.

The next morning after breakfast, the village opened, and there was a flood of boys from the ages
of 4 to 16.  They fired question after question and I answered them as fast as I could; they were taking in
every word I said.  If you were to talk to one of those kids they would be able to explain the different steps
like drawing out and upsetting and basically tell you what a blacksmith did.  The village was only supposed
to be open a few hours, but because there was such a big crowed watching me, the village stayed open from
nine in the morning until I couldn't see what I was doing.  The demonstrations were such a big hit that I have
a standing invitation to demonstrate at any of their camp outs.  

I really enjoyed myself, and it felt good to pass on information about blacksmithing, because so many
people don't even know what a blacksmith is.  Personally, I think there is something wrong with that, so, like
I said before, when I get a chance to show people what blacksmithing is all about whether it be for a big
group of kids or a friend at the shop, I jump at the chance to do so.

Torreya State Park
by Murf Murphy

I got a chance to do a demo at Torreya State Park on May 9 , which is why I didn’t attend thisth

month’s meeting at the Tallahassee Museum.  The occasion was the Candlelight Tour of the Gregory House,
a Civil War-era plantation home on the park grounds.  I set up my tent and forge about 1:00 for a demo that
was to start at 3:00(Why do they pick the hottest part of the day for this stuff?).  There were several groups
of reenactors, including an artillery group in full regalia, with their six-pound muzzle loader set up on the
bluff behind the house.  Unfortunately, I did not write down the units and names, so I can’t give proper
credit.

Before I even got my fire started, one of the ladies asked me to look at the pot crane in the kitchen,
to see if I could make it work right.  It turned out that I could, so my first forty-five minutes or so of
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demonstration involved actually making a working tool – or rather, repairing one that didn’t work.  It lent
a bit of authenticity to my activities.  I also made a couple of lantern hangers for some of the reenactors, a
few nails to show how it was done, and finished off a few tent stakes for my own outfit.  During the entire
time, I was also explaining that blacksmithing is a lot more than just shoeing horses.  Like Kent, and other
smiths, I have to overcome the movie image of horseshoeing being the blacksmith’s main job.  That’s also
part of FABA’s charter – education.  Several of the people that came by got more education than they
counted on.  Once I get going, I can lecture with the best of them.  However, I don’t give pop quizzes.

The other reenactors included a couple of musicians, and there was dancing in the yard along with
hearth cooking in the kitchen(GOOD apple tarts!), candle making, and a number of pretty young ladies in
fancy gowns adding to the atmosphere.  The artillerymen loaded up, and I just about killed myself trying to
duck under my anvil when the first shot was fired.  They warned us after that, but I still jumped a bit
whenever the cannon roared.

I had set out on this one with the intention of demonstrating rather than selling, but I still wound up
taking home about $45, several orders, and a free weekend of camping at Torreya.  For volunteer work, that
ain’t half bad.

I do have to interject a serious note here, though – heat injuries.  It was about 95° there, and no
breeze at all.  I drank quite a lot of water while I was working, but not enough.  My demonstration was
supposed to go until 7:00, but I got sick about 6:30.  It was only a mild case of heat exhaustion, but I sure
felt lousy.  So I’m putting out a safety bulletin, backed by personal experience: Drink lots of water, and keep
Gatorade or something similar on hand to replace minerals lost through sweating.  Maintain a proper fluid
balance, especially when you’re working hard in high heat.  Heat exhaustion can be very dangerous.

Big Truck/Trailer needed for Asheville
I owe David Ponsler an apology for not getting this into last month’s issue; it was pure human error,

and I have no excuse.  Maybe it will be in time to get him some help.  If he’s willing to loan such a nice piece
of gear to the conference, it would be a nice gesture for someone to help him get there – and, presumably,
back to Jacksonville after the conference.

I just installed a 300 lb. Chambersburg Utility hammer (awesome).  It is going to be set up and used
and the upcoming ABANA conference in Asheville, N.C., June 17 .  Unfortunately I can’t help theth

organization by hauling it up there as my truck is not capable of hauling nearly 6000 pounds.
I though there might be someone in our membership planning to go who has a suitable truck for this

purpose.  If so, please contact me ASAP.
David Ponsler
5772 Lenox Avenue
Jacksonville, FL 32205
(904)786-0144

An old blacksmith realized he was soon going to have to quit working so hard.  He picked out a strong
young man to become his apprentice. The old fellow was crabby and exacting.
"Don't ask me a lot of questions," he told the boy. "Just do whatever I tell you to do."
One day the old blacksmith took an iron out of the forge and laid it on the anvil.
"Get the hammer over there," he said. "When I nod my head, hit it real good and hard."
 Now the town is looking for a new blacksmith.
Blame this one on Jess Dawson; he sent it to me
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FLORIDA ARTIST BLACKSMITH ASSOCIATION
Board of Directors Meeting April 11, 1998

The board met at 12:05 p.m. at the statewide meeting at Payton Forge, Monticello, Florida.
Present: Clyde Payton, President; Bill Roberts, VP; Anne Reynolds, Treasurer; Mike Murphy,

Newsletter Editor; Ray Roberts, Past president, Program Coordinator; and Karl Austin, John Butler, and
Ray Reynolds, Trustees.  Absent: Connie Knapp, Secretary and Jerry Grice, Trustee.

Minutes: Minutes for the January 1998, meeting were not available; issue tabled.
President's Report/Clyde Payton: Clyde received reports on statewide meeting programming from

regional program coordinators and representatives (David Reddy, SW region; Anne Reynolds, SE; Bill
Roberts, NE).  The board noted the absence of sufficient advance notice of the events resulted in low
attendance, particularly for Sunday classes held in conjunction with meetings.  ABANA sponsored
workshops and mini-conferences: FABA possibly will host such a workshop in February, 1999.  No action
taken

Regional membership recruitment: Clyde would like to have a membership kit provided to regional
coordinators, including pamphlet, membership application.  Motion made and unanimously approved to do
so.  Bill Roberts will take responsibility for finalizing brochure.

Treasurer's Report/Anne Reynolds: Quarterly balance sheet distributed to members.  Cash assets
for quarter ending 3/31/98--$26,542.68; Liabilities--$26,542.68.  Checking acct.--$547.22; Vanguard
"rainy day" account--$11,745.46.  Report was unanimously approved.  

Membership renewal: Motion made and unanimously approved to allocate up to $100.00 to print
and send postcard renewals.

Audit: Anne will turn over the books to Lydia Burns for audit within a short time.  Vanguard
account: Board unanimously approved changing the agent for the account to Anne Reynolds/Clyde Payton
and to specify that funds may be wired to FABA's Barnett Bank account.

Secretary's Report: Mike Murphy received e-mail from Connie that she is resigning as secretary. 
Board unanimously approved accepting, with regret, her resignation.  The board expressed gratitude for
her yeoman service as secretary.

Old Business: 1999-2000 FABA Calendar: Dot Butler presented printing options and approximate
costs to board.  Motion unanimously approved to table the item and reconsider it at next April meeting for
the year 2000.  Clinker Breaker printing costs were reviewed by the board.  No action taken.

New Business: Fall conference/Ray Roberts: Ray reviewed the conference program developments
at this point.  Dot Butler volunteered to coordinate the Buck-in-the-Bucket event and Mike volunteered to
produce conference brochure.  Board unanimously approved reimbursing regional program coordinators
for their travel to the July board meeting in Barberville (up to a maximum of $90.00).  Board unanimously
approved the purchase of 4 grinding machines for blade grinding class at conference at a cost of up to
$300.00 each.  To be sold or raffled later.  The board concurred that the anvil shoot would be held at
conference if Tim Ryan is willing to do it.

SW Statewide Meeting: At David Reddy's suggestion, board unanimously approved rescheduling
date of SW region statewide meeting to August instead of July.

Next board meeting will be held July 18, 1998, at the site of the 1998 statewide conference
(Pioneer Arts Settlement at Barberville, FL) at 12 Noon.

Meeting was adjourned at 1:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Patty Draper 
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Southeast Regional News
by Charlie Stemmann, Regional Coordinator, and Jim Fagan

Photos by Jim Fagan

The April meeting of the Southeast Region was held at Jim Fagan's shop, in Lake Worth, FL, on the
18th.  Jim Fagan was the featured demonstrator, talking about stabilizing wood and other materials for knife
handles.  He discussed different types of woods and how stabilizing affects them.  He explained that they
all have to be handled in a different manner, such as wet close grain or oily wood.  He also discussed what
type of products to use on bone, and how to use them.  He demonstrated the many problems that you can
have when you start out to stabilize.

Jim has really gotten into wood stabilizing.  He has
built a good size vacuum chamber in which he pulls most of
the moisture, tars, oils and other impurities out of the woods
he uses for knife handles. When he first started, he had a few
problems.  For example, the stuff that was supposed to go to
the bottom of the tank, usually ended up in the vacuum
pump.  He then made a charcoal filter.  This is now mounted
between pump and the chamber, and from all reports has
stopped the problem.
(Editor’s note: would a real blacksmith use something that
looks like that?!?)

The process: first Jim cuts the wood into knife handle
size slabs.  Then he puts them into the vacuum chamber, and
draws all the air out.  After a period of time he'd let the air
back into the chamber, and remove the slabs.  These slabs he'd put on the shelf to finish drying.  He then

takes some wood that has been dried and put it into plastic zip bag.
He fills the bag with the product for that type of wood, so it covers
the slab or slabs, then seals it.  Now it is put into a smaller chamber
and Jim draws a vacuum until the air is all out of the wood.  Then
the air is let back into the chamber, and the stabilizing product is
forced into the wood.  The slab or slabs are then removed from the
bag and allowed to dry.  From what I've seen this method makes
some really fantastic finishes. 

Jim demonstrated with different types of products; epoxy
base, oil base, and two part epoxy. He also dried one batch.  All the

wood used in the demonstration has been dried and cut, and
is now being evaluated by Pete and Carlo.

By the way .....five hungry blacksmiths can eat a
four-foot Hoagy sandwich!  (I know there’s only four – but
somebody had to take the picture.) 
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Northeast Regional News
by Bob Mancuso

Steve and Kimmie Bloom hosted the meeting at their home and shop in Archer.  Coffee and various
muffins were available for the early arrivals.  With twenty-one signed in the meeting began.  Steve showed
several pieces of polished metal that had been coated with various types of material for protection.  With
all the expensive stuff out there, the one that worked the best was also the least expensive – bee's wax.  This
surprised most of us.  Steve also set up and demonstrated how to make a mold for casting small parts used
in making knives.  Chico (a new member) showed various types of leather he has used in making sheaths
for knives he and others have made.  He has worked leather for a long time.  We look forward to using his
knowledge and help in the future.

Our trail to a power hammer for Barberville has been shortened by $51.00 with our buck-in the-
bucket.  At future meetings please bring donations so we may continue working toward the power hammer.
As usual a great lunch of salad, chili, (both hot and mild), with buttered bread was served.  There was plenty
for everyone.  In the late afternoon members started to drift away on their way home with words of
encouragement for the next meeting.

The June 6th meeting will be held in Barberville. This will be an open work day with all the forges
available. Laser-cut parts for the Blacksmith's Helper will be displayed and preliminary plans will be made
for a Blacksmith's Helper workshop.

The Northeast Region's July meeting will be held June 27th. The reason is that the regularly
scheduled meeting falls exactly on the 4th of July. On June 27th the meeting will be held at Jack Klahm's
shop in Ocala and will feature Johan Sangberg from Sweden. Johan is 41 years old and has been
blacksmithing since he was professionally trained in the craft at age 15. Johan is traveling to America to
attend the ABANA conference in Asheville. We're very fortunate to have Johan come to visit us in Florida.
Also, if you've never seen Jack Klahm's shop, you won't want to miss this meeting. Jack is a world renowned
metalsmith and his shop is one of the most unique in the country!  For info call Jack Klahm, (352)622-6565,
or get in contact with Bob Jacoby  (904) 260-9981 jacoby@southeast.net

NOTE: There are two maps for the Northeast on Page 3 – one for Jun 6, and one for Jun 27.  Please
check the dates to make sure you’re in the right place at the right time.

Southwest Regional News
by David Reddy, Southwest Coordinator

The Pinellas Pioneer Settlement has an 8-week day camp program and would like volunteer
blacksmiths to demonstrate on Fridays, beginning June 26. All you need are hand tools and crowds will not
be large. Call me to set it up.  David Reddy (813) 875-2098

New Web sites to check out

http://www.anvilfire.com      Operator - Jock Dempsey
We have three forums for blacksmiths, The Virtual Hammer-In, The Guru's Den and The Slack-Tub pub.
The first two are operating now. The Slack-Tub Pub is going to be a chat for blacksmiths and is still in the
programming stage.

http://www.bham.net/afc/index.html       WebMaster - Michael Linn
Alabama Forge Council

mailto:jacoby@southeast.net
http://www.anvilfire.com
http://www.bham.net/afc/index.html
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The audience was intent on Jeff’s
demonstration.

Skeeter and beginner class

Alphonso and a student

Northwest Regional News by Ed Crane, Northwest Coordinator

 There were 55 names on the sign in sheet at our statewide meeting at the home and shop of our
president Clyde Payton in Monticello, Florida on Saturday  April 11, 1998.  I believe Ann and Ray Reynolds
get the prize for traveling the longest  distance (West Palm Beach).  Clyde gets the short-travel prize; it’s
about twenty yards from his house to his shop.

Thanks to a lot of blacksmiths eager for knowledge and hot tips, and thanks to a beautiful spring day
– and especially thanks to a great demonstrator, Jeff  Mohr – we had a very successful and productive
meeting.

Jeff demonstrated making
1) Weave  handle for a fire poker
2) Tongs from 1/2" square or round stock
3) Jigs for making hooks and scrolls
4) Hot cut with a drifted eye, forge shaped, and tempered
5) Finial
6) Diamond or  pineapple twist handle
7) Rosette.

If you haven’t seen a demonstration by Jeff Mohr you have
missed something special.  (P.S. Jeff will be demonstrating at the
ABANA  meeting in Asheville, N.C. in June.)

As usual Vi Payton and helpers prepared a great spread of
assorted good things to eat for lunch.  Many thanks Vi.

During and after lunch a board meeting was held.  Patty Draper took the minutes in the absence of
a secretary.  A copy is on Page 8.

I should not forget to mention that Skeeter Prather and our
editor Mike Murphy manned the beginners forge station.   There
were as many as 6 or 8 interested learners there the whole day and
I heard personal comments that the instruction was very interesting
and informative.

Of course we had the
usual tailgate sales and Clyde had
a big table full of tools for sale.
Alphonso Jennings is also
becoming a fixture at this
meeting; his split-oak baskets are
true works of art, and he is more
than happy to teach his skills to
others.

I was very happy to see a few new faces and names on our sign in
sheet including Dr. Chuck Manning. Chuck is a pathologist in Tallahassee
and is a   collector of handmade tools.  Chuck tells me he sent his check to
join FABA.  Welcome, Chuck.
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Northeast Region - Jun 6 Northwest Region

Southwest Region

No meeting this month.

Southeast Region

Northeast Region - Jun 27
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The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community.  Florida Artist Blacksmith

Association (FABA) sponsored events are highlighted in bold typeface.  The regions have no boundaries -

everyone is welcome everywhere.  Come to more than one if you can.  W e hold regular monthly meetings in

each region (except that we all try to get together at one Statewide Meeting each quarter) on the following

Saturdays of each month: NE-1st, NW -2nd, SE-3rd, SW -last.  The actual dates may vary from month to

month; check the schedule below.  Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge.  Prospective

members are always welcome.  Come for all or any part of a meeting, bring your tools, or just watch.  Most

meetings run from 9AM to 4PM, and you'll need to bring a lunch if you stay all day, unless otherwise noted.

If you have any questions about meetings please contact the Regional Coordinators listed below:

Upcoming Events

Northeast Region: Bob Jacoby (904) 260-9981 jacoby@southeast.net
Northwest Region: Dr. Ed Crane (850) 893-3212
Southeast Region: Charlie Stemmann (561) 964-8834 stemmann@aol.com
Southwest Region: David Reddy (813) 875-2098 dreddy@helios.acomp.usf.edu

JUNE, 1998
NE Jun 06 Pioneer Art Settlement, Barberville.

NW Jun 13 Panhandle Pioneer Settlement, Blountstown.  Bring portable forges if available. 
We’ll make some tools, install some others, and wire in the lighting.

SE Jun 20 No Meeting.

SW Jun 27 Pinellas Pioneer Settlement, St. Petersburg.  We’ll be working on items for the auction
in October.

JULY, 1998
NE Jun 27 Klahm & Sons, 2151 Old Jax Road, Ocala.  Johan Sangberg, who is visiting from

Sweden, will demonstrate.  Note: meeting date was pushed up a week to avoid falling
on July 4.

NW Jul 11 No Meeting.

SE Jul 18 To be announced.

SW Jul 25 To be announced.
Jul 18 Board of Trustees Meeting, Pioneer Art Settlement, Barberville.  The meeting starts

at 12:00 noon.  Discussion will include the October Statewide Conference, and a walk-
through of the area.  Members are encouraged to attend, even if you’re on the Board.

AUGUST, 1998
NE Jul 04 To be announced.

NW Jul 11 Ed Crane’s shop, Tallahassee.

SE Jul 18 To be announced.

SW Jul 25 To be announced.



The Florida Clinker Breaker
FLORIDA ARTIST BLACKSMITH ASSOCIATION
Michael “Murf” Murphy, Editor
8537 Moore Woods Road
Tallahassee, FL 32310
850-421-6622
blacksmith@talweb.com

The Florida Artist Blacksmith Association(FABA) - Chapter of Artist Blacksmith Association of North

America, Inc., is a 501(c)(3) non-profit educational organization whose purposes are to teach, promote,

and preserve the art of blacksmithing.  Contributions are tax-deductible to the extent provided by law.

FABA publishes the Florida Clinker Breaker monthly, and FABA membership includes a subscription.  W e

solicit correspondence and unpaid articles on any subjects related to FABA’s purposes.  ABANA chapter

newsletters may reprint non-copyrighted material if it is credited to the author and this newsletter.  You

need the publisher’s permission to reprint copyrighted material unless otherwise noted.

Wouldn’t it be nice, now?

Reprinted from Sear & Roebuck catalog, 1902

June, 1998
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