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President's Corner
by Ray Roberts, President

As all of you have read, Mike
Murphy, the newsletter editor,
challenged me to buy into the
Infinet system.  Actually the
Knapps, Connie and Gilbert hit
me up even earlier touting all the
wonders and benefits to being on
the net.  Well. a couple of weeks
ago I took the plunge and ordered
the program from the Tallahassee
Democrat and lo and behold the
postman so delivered it.
I read the manual and it seemed simple enough to install
in my little old Mac; and so I did.  As the machine ate
disc after disc asking for more, I waded through the
instructions.  Finally, it said enough and the screen
flashed a message that the installation was a success.  I
could hardly wait for all the wonders to behold, so I
logged-on and entered my own personal password.
Quick as a flash, it rejected my password.  So I tried
several more times before calling the 800 number for
help.
Now folks, you have not lived until you have tried to
work through the Infinet's computer, hunting for a human

to tell your troubles to.  First, you get a queueing
number, usually from three to seven.  Then every minute
or so it breaks into the wonderful holding music to
inquire whether you really want to hold for a human, and
to push the appropriate button.  Just to be contrary, I
didn't push the required button.  But the dam thing
wouldn’t give my number until I finally hit the button.
Now the brochure says that help is available on a 24-
hour basis, and being smarter than the average bear, I
figured out that, instead of scrolling down from the high
number to next, I would call late at night and start maybe
as # 1.
Guess what.  I indeed did start with number one and I
had pleasure of holding that sucker for more than an hour
before I hung-up in disgust.  By and by I did develop a
wonderful relationship with a lady named Wendy, who
is out of Norfolk, and who tried without success to log
me on.  Finally, I said that enough was enough and that
I was going to cancel the program.
She asked me to try a new set of discs, that she would
send UPS Next-day.  Today, Daryl, the UPS deliveryman
handed over the cardboard envelope of Infinet goodies.
I installed the program as above
including the note that the
program had been successfully
installed.
Guess what.  My password still
doesn't work.  Tomorrow, I'm



sending the whole mess back.
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The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community.  Florida Artist Blacksmith

Association (FABA) sponsored events are highlighted in bold typeface.  The regions have no boundaries -

everyone is welcome everywhere.  Come to more than one if you can.  W e hold regular monthly meetings in

each region (except that we all try to get together at one Statewide Meeting each quarter) on the following

Saturdays of each month: NE-1st, NW -2nd, SE-3rd, SW -last.  The actual dates may vary from month to

month; check the schedule below.  Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge.  Prospective

members are always welcome.  Come for all or any part of a meeting, bring your tools, or just watch.  Most

meetings run from 9AM to 4PM, and you'll need to bring a lunch if you stay all day, unless otherwise noted.

If you have any questions about meetings please contact the Regional Coordinators listed below:

Upcoming Events

Northeast Region: Bob Mancuso (904) 774-2926
Northwest Region: Dr. Ed Crane (904) 893-3212
Southeast Region: Mike Luck (954) 434-0798
Southwest Region: David Reddy (813) 237-0399

JUNE, 1997
NE Jun 7 Pioneer Art Settlement, Barberville.

NW Jun 14 Ray Roberts’ Shop, Monticello.

SE Jun 21 Dave Burns’ Shop, Boynton Beach.

SW Jun 28 Pinellas Pioneer Settlement, St. Petersburg.  Let’s hope this one is drier that last
month’s.

JULY, 1997
NE Jul 5 Pioneer Art Settlement, Barberville

NW Jul 12 No meeting.

SE Jul 19 To be announced

SW Jul 26 Statewide meeting, Crowley Museum and Nature Center, Sarasota.

AUGUST, 1997
NE Aug 2 Pioneer Art Settlement, Barberville

NW Aug 9 Dr. Ed Crane’s shop, Tallahassee

SE Aug 16 To be announced

SW Aug 30 To be announced
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Northeast Region

Southeast Region

David Burns
2825 SW 5th St.
Boynton Beach



4

Northwest Region

Southwest Region

From the courthouse in Monticello,
go two blocks north on US 19 to
Pearl Street.  Turn east on Pearl.  Go
a mile to the city limit, then another
half mile to a group of mail boxes
on the right.  Turn north, go through
a 4-way stop (remembering to stop
at the sign).  Take the first driveway
on the left, and follow it to the red
house on the hill.

Pinellas Pioneer Settlement
3100 31st Street South
St. Petersburg
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Northwest Regional News
by Clyde Payton

The April Statewide meeting was held on Saturday and Sunday, April 12 and 13, 1997, at the shop of Clyde
and Vi Payton near Monticello, Florida.

The first thing to be done now is to FIRE the WEATHERMAN - he let it rain both days!!  Saturday
afternoon, a downpour came very hard for about 30 minutes and ran everyone inside somewhere.  Sunday
it drizzled off and on all day!

Nevertheless - we had some mighty fine blacksmith demonstrations both days by David Fink.  He
demonstrated the making of many unique pieces of American Colonial house and kitchen hardware items.

David is quite an accomplished and skilled blacksmith.  His specialty is "Museum
Reproductions" of American Colonial items such as candle holders, rush lamps, courting
candles, fire place tools, wall sconces, kitchen utensils, hinges, boot scrapers, and door
knockers.  During his very busy two days of demonstrations he made one each of all these
items.

David is a "down-to-earth" practical demonstrator who is good at teaching how-to-do-it tricks
of forging and finishing.  For example, one pearl which he taught us was a quick and easy way

to quickly get fire scale off a hot piece of metal - you dip a wire brush in your slack tub water getting it very
wet, then you brush the hot piece quickly and hard.  The scale comes right off!  Try it - it works!

One person was so impressed with one of David's wall sconce demos that he went straight home on Saturday
night and made one just like it in his forge, and brought it back on Sunday morning to show it off!  Needless
to say David was flattered!

AND AGAIN - a very special thanks to Murf Murphy for teaching our
Beginners Class.  Mike is so thorough and so patient with his young protegees,
he is a real natural with young people.  Mike is a regular demonstrator for
beginners at the Tallahassee Museum of History and Natural Science.  We all
appreciate you, Murf!!

David's bubbly wife also contributed greatly to those who attended the conference and got to chat with her.
Cynthia Lawrence Fink was quite interesting because she is a civil war expert, and a costume designer
working with museums for historically accurate reproductions of ball gowns as well as ceremonial and
Victorian clothes to be displayed in museums.  She had photographs and lots of good stories to tell about
making exact reproductions of the dresses from the movie "Gone With The Wind" for a museum in Atlanta.
Some of those gowns recently were on tour in Japan; and some of her gowns have won awards several times
for accuracy and workmanship.  She also makes historically accurate dolls, and authentic clothes for re-
enactors.

Our basket weaver, Alfonzo Jennings, was also back making his white oak baskets from scratch - Al is a real
ol' time artist at this.  He not only demonstrated making his baskets, he taught several people to make their
own baskets.  I was especially pleased to see him patiently teaching young children how to weave a basket
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for themselves.

Throughout the two days 75 people signed the registration tablet - I've no idea how many did not sign in.
The meeting was very well attended and everyone enjoyed themselves very much.

Boy!!  Did we have a great LUNCH on Saturday and Sunday.  Lots of covered dishes were brought and
again Clyde's Chili (twice as much as last year) was a hit, and it disappeared fast!!  Many thanks to all those
wonderful people who contributed to the lunch table.

We had a very successful buck-in-the-bucket drawing that netted $86.00 for the FABA general treasury.
Roger Stuart brought up 60 bags of coal to sell to FABA members and all 60 bags were sold pronto!  Also
several FABA T-shirts, pins, and hats were sold.  We also had several new members and renewal sign-ups.
Our Treasurer, Anne Reynolds, and our Secretary, Connie Knapp, did an outstanding job with all the FABA
sales and FABA business.  Thanks to both of them - we all appreciate you very much!.

On Saturday night there was a quarterly FABA Board Meeting at the home of Lou and Skeeter Prather in
Tallahassee.  A quorum of seven of the eleven Board members were present - Anne Reynolds, Connie
Knapp, Gil Knapp, Mike Murphy, Clyde Payton, Skeeter Prather, and Bill Roberts.  Lou prepared a mighty
wonderful supper for this tired and hungry bunch which is the main reason we had such a progressive and
successful board meeting.  Of course, Chairman Skeeter Prather had a little to do with the success of this
board meeting too - but supper was much more important!

Again, the PAYTONS enjoyed this wonderful FABA conference and all the mighty fine participants who
attended.  Please come back soon and often.

Southwest Regional News
by David Reddy, Southwest Regional Coordinator

Condolences to Carl and Norma Austin on the loss of their daughter after a
protracted illness.

The Southwest Region meeting at the Pinellas Pioneer Settlement wasn't rained out, it was monsooned out.
Driving rain, high winds, tornado warnings, we had it all.  We'll try again in June.  The map I gave Murf was
none too good anyway.  

I need help in finding meeting sites, demonstrators and contributors for the newsletter, anyone who would
like to host a meeting or demonstrate, or both, feel COMPELLED to contact me.  I'm a coordinator, give
me something to coordinate!

We  will host the Statewide Meeting  in July.  I'm sure someone had a chuckle when they scheduled a major
blacksmith meeting in Southwest Florida in July.   The meeting will be at the Crowley Museum and Nature
Center and will feature an excellent demonstrator.
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Southeast Regional News
by Mack Novak

The Southeast Regional Meeting was held at Mack Novak’s Husker Forge
in West Palm Beach on April 19.  This was the first meeting held here.  The day
started with the arrival of Sarah McMurray and her farrier shop in a Ford at 8:45.
“Gotta git a good spot, man!”  By 9:00 we were in full swing with a coal forge and
a gas forge burning.  We watched Sarah weld up some egg bars -- very interesting.
We all wound up sharing Pete Brandenburg’s not-so-portable anvil.  Lots of work
got done:

#  Pete Brandenburg worked on some gate hardware.
#  Dave Burns burned up the weld on one of his ball bearings.
#  Sarah wins the production award for the day, as she was making “those
U-shaped thingies” all  day -- at least 20 of them.
#  Josh Novak worked on a swan head all day, and by 4:00 had a juge blister on his thumb to show
for it.  Hey, Dave -- I ordered the boy a smaller hammer.
Lunch got underway about 1:00; cold cuts, pasta salad, and apple pie(amazing thing - went into

Sam’s, and there those pies were, just begging for me to liberate them.  We did.).  Sodas and brews were
also available for those who chose to partake, and for those who were finished playing in the fires.

We talked briefly about a meeting place for July.  No volunteers, but we all agreed we to find a
swimming pool.  Dave burns has the June meeting.  Ann Reynolds got a lot of treasurer stuff done, in
between sessions of working on her quilt to take to Madison.

Then business talk faded out and the conversation turned to farrier’s adventures, blacksmith lore, and
my personal favorite: retired guy’s chatter.  30 more years, Jim, and I’ll retire too.  Good on ya.

The weather held all day, and we had a great day of forging our ongoing fellowship in steel with my
friends in FABA Southeast.

By 7:00 we were all packed up, and the inaugural event for Husker Forge was completed as Sarah’s
farrier Ford rolled off into the sunset.

Resources
Submitted by Mike Luck

Magazines
Colonial Homes
Early American Life
Country Home
Country Living

Newsletters
Bituminous Bits
Blacksmith Journal
BAM - Blacksmith Association of Missouri

Books
Ironwork
Wrought Iron - Cosira
Decorative Ironwork - Cosira
The Blacksmith Craft - Cosira
Catalog of Drawings for Wrought Iron - Cosira
Crafts
Early American Wrought Iron - Sonn
Professional Smithing - Streeter
Hooks, Rings, and Other Things - Frank Barns
Antique Iron - Schiffer
Ideas
Practical Projects for the Blacksmith - Tucker
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The SoapBox
by Murf Murphy, Editor

I have a couple of errors to admit to and correct.  Last month I said there were two trustee positions
to be nominated.  There are actually three:  Skeeter Prather, Clyde Payton, and Bill Roberts are all up for
re-election.  I also forgot to put the position of Program Chairman on the nomination form.  Oh, well, we
all make mistakes.  I guess it’s spring fever or something.  I’m sitting here at the computer, pounding out
the Clinker Breaker, and watching the birds and squirrels outside the window.  It gets fun, seeing how
different animals get along (or don’t get along; mockingbirds really hate crows).  It does interrupt
concentration on occasion, though.  It’s also a lot better than TV.

Our dear President has been trying to get into the electronic age(see his article on the front page), and
there have been some snags -- to say the least.  We’re all behind you, Ray, and we’ll offer what help we can.
With any kind of luck, we’ll have him up and running in a week or two.

One thing I would like to request of my readers.  I appreciate getting phone calls and information,
but please don’t call after 9:00P.M.  I get up at 5:00, and I try to get to bed early.  Thanks.

WhatIzzIt?
Submitted by David Reddy, Southwest Regional Coordinator

While I have often struggled with the question :   "What is
it?"  I have usually found that its companion:  "Why is it in
the back of your truck?" is even harder to deal with ,
especially because the third question is inevitable:  "You're
not bringing it in the house, are you?

This is not a blacksmith tool.  My neighbor threw it out, but the garbagemen
wouldn't take it.  It was used by a woodcraftsman for a very specialized profession.
I know what that profession was.  Can you figure it out?

We finally got a response on a couple of our Whatizzit’s.  The three-pronged doohickey in the April issue
was correctly identified as a gasket cutter, which is used with a brace (as in brace and bit) to cut gaskets for
wagon wheels, among other things.  By the time this is published, Bill Wills of Tallahassee will have
collected a package of Possum Forge Honey-Smoked ham.  Some of you may remember Bill from
Barberville, where he did demos and classes on leather working.  Floyd Daniel of Madison, Georgia,
identified it also, but he was a couple of days later than Bill.

Last month’s Whatizzit is a tube clamp for vulcanizing a patch on an inner tube.  Remember, they
used to be inside car tires?  Dale Marsden of Ocala correctly identified this one, and a six-pack of
IronPounder’s Rusty Brown Ale is on its way to him.  At least it will be, as soon as I can find a legal way
of shipping it.  Ralph Thrower, from Albany, Georgia, also identified it, but Dale got in ahead of him.
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COLONIAL CHANDELIER
By David Fink, Lumpkin, GA

Stock needed:   1 Pc. 3/81, Round x 281,
4 Pcs. 1/411 Round x 231,
4 Pcs. 18 Gauge Sheet 3 1/4x3 1/4" Square
3/4" I.D. Thin-Walled Tubing  -  With galvanizing burnt off.
 or 3/4"  I.D. Schedule Black Pipe

Take 3/8" Round: Hammer square for 2" on one end.   Point other end with a long
taper.  Set Aside.

Take 1/4" Round: Hammer one end flat and taper to match the width of 3/8"
Round Bar.  Hammer other end into a step
tenon 3/8" long, and a little thicker than

3/16".  Now thread with 3/16x24 Die.  Set aside, then do all four pieces this
way, making sure that they are all alike in length.

Take 18-Gauge Squares: Draw intersecting diagonals with a pencil.  Center punch and using dividers scribe
largest diameter circle possible.  Cut with chisel and/or snips, then file
edges.         Punch or drill 5/32" hole.  Sink in Lead,
Die or hollow in edge grain of 4x4 to get shallow
saucer.  Now tap hole 3/16x24.  Do all four, trying

to get all four even, and set aside.

Take a 28"-36" length of 3/4" pipe/tubing: (Tubing
gives more delicate candle cup).  Plug one end with a
wet paper towel.  Heat in forge to bright orange or
dark yellow.  Place on horn and hit, rotate, hit, rotate,

etc., lifting tube to form lip.

Using a spring fuller neck tube l-2" from lip, again hit, rotate, hit, rotate; rotation
prevents tube collapse.  Neck in until you can just pass a 6d. nail through.
Cut off.  File square and tap 3/16x24.  Set aside.  Repeat for four cups.
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Take 3/8" round and 1/4" round: Stack flat end of 1/4"
round over square end of 3/8" round.  Wire with mechanics
wire in two places, 8" and 12" from square end.  Push center
of stack to stack out 2".

Heat to dull red.  Flux and pull back into bundle, now heat and flux bundle and weld all five
pieces.  Welding in a bottom swage makes welding easier and smoother.  Continue rounding
and blend last 2"-2 1/2".  Most scale can be removed by heating to orange and using wire
brush dipped into the slack barrel.  Steam and brush remove most scale.

TO CREATE COMPOUND CURVES:
First make a tool using 3/l6"xl”xl5+ inches.  Hammer over a 4" or 5" pipe
to make the shape of the curve.

Next place one of the arms of the chandelier against the tool.  Mark the tool with
chalk at the point where you want the radius to start.  Place the tool in the vise, high
enough to allow you to work.

Heat bundle in the forge, and place bottom at the chalk mark on the tool.
Clamp with tongs and pull arm around curve.  Heat and rotate until all four
arms are the same.  Adjust so all four arms are the same radius, and the
curve starts at the same place.

Now heat the other end of the arms and do the same thing, keeping the arms
even.

Forge the hanging hook on the other end.  Screw the saucer and cups on the arms.  A drop of solder on the
threads will lock cup on.
Apply the finish.

Editor’s Note:  David Fink, of Lumpkin, Georgia, was the featured demonstrator at our Statewide Meeting
at Payton Forge.  See the article by Clyde Payton on Page 5.
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FABA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Florida Artist Blacksmith Association, Inc.

Chapter of ABANA, Inc.
Date __________   NewG       Renewal G

Name_________________________________
Address_______________________________
_____________________________________
   City                         State            Zip
Phone:Home_____________Work:_________
E-Mail______________________________
Spouse’s Name:________________________

Are you interested in procuring:
GAnvil GCoal GHand Tools
GPost Vise GBlower GForge
Other_________________________________

Send this application and a membership fee of
$20.00 to

Anne Reynolds, FABA Treasurer
11064 Sunset Boulevard
West Palm Beach, FL  33411

Make check out to FABA.  The FABA
membership year begins May 1.  New
memberships received after December 31 also
cover the following year.  Membership is for a
family.  You don’t have to be an ABANA
member to join FABA, but many FABA
members are, and we encourage membership in
both organizations.

ABANA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Artist Blacksmith Association of North America,
Inc.

Name__________________________________

Address________________________________

_______________________________________
 City                                   State             Zip
Phone__________________________________
The undersigned applies for membership in the
Artist Blacksmith Association of North America
and encloses ______ as annual membership dues
for one year.  Checks must be in U.S. funds. 
Membership includes a subscription to the
Anvil’s Ring and The Hammer’s Blow.

Credit Card
No.___________________________
VisaG MasterCardG
Expiration Date__________________
G Full time Student(1 yr only) $30/yr
G Regular membership $35/yr
G Senior Citizen (age 65+) $30/yr
G Overseas Airmail $70/yr
G Contributory Membership $100/yr
G Public Library Subscription $25/yr
Call (314) 390-2133 to charge your membership
to VISA or MasterCard, or make out a check to
ABANA and send to :

ABANA
P.O. Box 206
Washington, MO 63090

CLASSIFIED

WANTED:  Letters, photos, how-to articles,
stories, brags, gossip, and other stuff to liven up
the Clinker Breaker.  Call or write THE EDITOR.

VIDEO TAPES FOR SALE
Elmer Roush has a new series of six video tapes,
now available from Rocky Comfort Productions,
Debbie Parramore, Proprietor.  This series has
demonstrations of practical  ironwork in the
American Colonial style, including hinges, hasps,
nails, and kitchenware, as well as decorative items

such as wizards, dragons, snails and other
creatures.  The set goes for $130.00, shipping and
handling included.
Tapes can also be bought individually.  For
ordering information, and a list of other tapes, call
Debbie at 800-944-2919, or write to Rocky
Comfort Productions, Route 3, Box 3678, Quincy
FL 32351.  E-mail: rockcomfortprod@msn.com
.
WANTED: Foot Vise.  Pls. call Robert
Vanderlick at (813) 787-4277



The Florida Artist Blacksmith Association(FABA) - Chapter of Artist Blacksmith Association of North

America, Inc., is a 501(c)(3) non-profit educational organization whose purposes are to teach, promote,

and preserve the art of blacksmithing.  Contributions are tax-deductible to the extent provided by law. 

FABA publishes the Florida Clinker Breaker monthly, and FABA membership includes a subscription. 

W e solicit correspondence and unpaid articles on any subjects related to FABA’s purposes.  ABANA

chapter newsletters may reprint non-copyrighted material if it is credited to the author and this

newsletter.  You need the publisher’s permission to reprint copyrighted material unless otherwise

noted.

The Florida Clinker Breaker
FLORIDA ARTIST BLACKSMITH ASSOCIATION
Michael “Murf” Murphy, Editor
8537 Moore Woods Road
Tallahassee, FL 32310
blacksmith@sprintmail.com

June, 1997

Candle Stands by Samuel Yellin, Metalworkers
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