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NEW APPOINTEES TO 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

by Patty Drapel; Sec./Treas. 

The board of trustees appointed the following members 
to fill positions on the board beginning January 1, 
1997: 

Connie Knapp--Secretary 
Mike Murphy--Newsletter Ehtor 
Carl Austin--Trustee 
Anne Reynolds--Treasurer 

Connie Knapp is from the Orlando area and creates 
web pages (computer stuff) for a living. Mike 
Murphy, Tallahassee, also is very computer literate, 
and a regular demonstrator at the Tallahassee Museum 
of History and Natural Science. Carl Austin has 
provided long service to FABA, as Secretary/Treasurer 
with his wife Norma, and trustee in 1992-1994. Anne 
has previously served along with her husband Ray as 
program coordinator for the SE region. With the 
exception of a State Program Chair, your 1997 board 
of directors is now complete! 

DONATIONS 
The annual conference auction this year was another 
great success thanks to all the generous donations. A 
BIG THANK YOU to the Ocmulgee Chapter of 
ABANA in Georgia whose donations raised $492.50 
for us. WOW! Also, thanks to the Tullie Smith House 
Guild of Georgia whose donations brought in $60.00. 
FABA members are encouraged to reciprocate by 
donating something to the Ocmulgee Chapter Annual 
Auction coming up December 14, 1996 (see page 10 
for details), and other chapters' conferences. Thmk of 
of the benefits we all gain with this type of sharing. 
Clyde Payton reports that the items made and donated 
by Elmer Roush, who demonstrated at the NW Region 
statewide meeting, fetched $229.50. From the SE 
Region the Reynolds report that the items made by 
Roberta Elliott, who demonstrated at their statewide 
meeting, brought in $248.00. Maybe all regions 
should keep this in mind for future statewide meetings. 
Our annual auction funds the ability to bring in 
outstanding demonstrators and their donations help 
fund the auction. Sounds like a good loop to me! 
Again, thanks to all who donated their time and talent! 



Upcoming Events 
The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community. Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA) 
sponsored events are highlighted in bold typeface. The regions have no boundaries - everyone is welcome everywhere. Come to 
more than one if you can. We hold regular monthly meetings in each region (except that we all try to get together at one 
Statewide Meeting each quarter) on the following Saturdays of each month: NE-lst, NW-Pnd, SE-3rd, SW-last. The actual dates 
may vary from month to month; check the schedule below. Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge. Prospective 
members are always welcome. Come for all or any part of a meeting, bring your tools, or just watch. Most meetings run from 
9AM to 4PM, and you'll need to bring a lunch if you stay all day, unless otherwise noted. If you have any questions about 
meetings please contact the Regional Coordinators listed below: 

Northeast Region: Bob Mancuso (904) 774-2926 
Northwest Region: Dr. Ed Crane (904) 893-3212 
Southeast Region: Mike Luck (954) 434-0798 
Southwest Region: David Reddy (813) 237-0399 

NOVEMBER 1996 
Maps for the November meetings are on page 3 

NE Nov 2,3 Pioneer Art Settlement. Barberville, Florida. Annual Jamboree. See page nine 
of this issue for details. FABA members will be demonstrating blacksmithing. 

NW Nov9 Dr. Skeeter & Lou Prather's forge. Tallahassee, Florida. Ray Roberts will 
demonstrate bladesmithing techniques. 

SE Nov 16 Ray & Anne Reynolds' house. West Palm BeachJlorida. 

SW Nov 23 Mike & Vickie Osborne's shop. Tampa, Florida. Mike will demonstrate loose 
pattern sand casting techniques. 4423 West FL Ave., Tampa FL. 8 13-238-5649 
Note this meeting falls on the-fourth Safurday instead of the usztal last Saturday 
of the month. 

DECEMBER 1996 
Maps for ~ e c e m b e r  meetings will be in the next issue 

NE Dec 7 Pioneer Art Settlement. Barbe~ille, Florida. 

NW Dec 14 Panhandle Pioneer Settlement. Blountstown, FL. Blacksmith shop work day. 
Dec 14 Ocmulgee Blacksmith Guild 4th Annual Auction. Jones County Fairgrounds in 

Gray, Georgia. See the article on page nine in this issue for details. 

SE Dec 21 Pete & Mary Brandenburg's house. Annual Holiday Party. West Palm Beach. 

SW Dec 28 To be announced. 

JANUARY 1997 

NE Jan 4 To be announced 

Nw .Jan11 To be announced. 

Jan 12 Board of Trustees meeting. 12:00 noon at Bill Robert's Custom Design Metal 
Arts Shop. 3740-N.E. 40th PL #C; Ocala, FL 34479. 

SE Jan 18 STATEWIDE MEETING. Note this date i s  subject to change this year. 

sw Jan 25 To be announced. 
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PRESIDENT'S CORNER 
by Ray Roberts 

The 1996 Conference, a look back- 

This has been a most unusual year for putting 
together FABA's eleventh year conference. 
Without a Program Chairman, the Board of 
Trustees and I have planned, orchestrated and 
put together the conference, not without 
difficulty, but with loads of first class help. For 
all those who lent a hand, a hearty THANK 
YOU! 

Generally, I think that you will agree, it went 
well. We need to make some changes for the 
next one, but notlung revolutionary. Specifically, 
here are just a few that I can see now, no doubt, 
others will follow. In food service, Sonny's did a 
fine job but a broader based menu is indicated. 
We probably don't have a chance to top Peter 
Ross's demonstration, but there are a few 
outstanding smiths from which to choose; and we 
are looking. Chuck Patrick certainly did well but 
it is time for a change of format. Past- president 
Tico Rubio has agr6x-l to talk with some of 
Florida's Master Bladesmiths and perhaps design 
the knifemakers program more along the lines of 
a symposium with hands-on opportunities. 

FABA member Jack Klahm went all-out with a 
great program (Bill Roberts assisting). I look 
forward to recommendations for next year. That 
beautiful and artful gate gave someone a 
fabulous "buy" at the auction. And speaking of 
the auction, Col. Tim Ryan's magic and the 
super quality donations combined to raise a 
whopping $6,385. A special feature of the 
auction was the sharing of shop days by Master 
Bladesmiths Alfi-ed Pendray, Steve Schwarzer 
and Charles Ochs. Well done! 

The beginner and intermediate classes were over 
subscribed and were busy, noisy, and smoky. I 
think we should continue them as prime examples 
of FABA's principle purpose of education. 

The six family classes made the barn hum and 
the little shed ring with flute music. The types of 
programs are ever changing and challenging in 
selection. I would still like to have a tinsmith and 
maybe a felter next year along with some of this 

year's being repeated with same or different 
instructors. 

The treadle hammer drawing went off despite my 
earlier blunders. We have $975 toward the 
Barberville power hammer, the Blacksmith shop 
at the Panhandle Pioneer Settlement in 
Blountstown and toward a scholarship at the 
ABS Bladesmith School. By the way, before the 
drawing, I should have presented Charlie 
Stemam as the one who improved the original 
design and the machinist, who made it possible, 
Curtis (Pete) Yockey, who scouted for materials 
for weeks and who along with Ray Reynolds 
drilled and sawed and filed, and so forth until it 
was finished. My apologies gentleman. 

I'm sure that I will forget to thank some, but I 
have to mention Gloria, Tico, Jim, Patty & Bill, 
Clyde & Vi, Marilyn and her staff, Skeeter, Pete, 
Ann and Allison. 

BLACKSMITH CLASS 

A three-day beginner to intermediate 
blacksrnithmg class is being offered December 
13,14 and 15. Lewis Riggleman of Rams Head 
Forge in San Antonio, Florida will be teaching a 
structured class for six students. Tools and 
materials will be provided. A continental 
breakfast and lunch will also be provided each 
day. RV and tent camping space is available. 

Total cost is $175. A deposit of $87.50 is 
required. The deposit is non-refundable if the 
slot can't be filled. 

If interested, contact Lewis Riggleman at: 

Rams Head Forge 
PO Box 247 

San Antonio, F1 33576 
4 904-521-35 15 



Northwest Region News 
by Dr. Ed. Crane, Northwest Region Program Coordinator 

The Northwest Region held its September 
meeting at the shop of Jerry Grice in 
Woodville, Florida. The attendance was less 
than usual (13) but a lot was accomplished. 
Jerry had some very interesting designs and 
ideas for the group. Sun flowers were made 
using worn out circular wire wheels as the 
center of the flower and leaves were made from 
scraps from Rick Jay's scrap pile. The result 
was neat & impressive. The other design was a 
standing decoration incorporating a fish under a 
lilly pad and a butterfly and a bird perched on 
weeds coming out of the water. Jerry had 
everyone present working on parts for these 
sculptures. Jerry supervised and demanded that 
everyone take part and make something in order 

to get their lunch. 

Tycee prepared a great lunch of barbecue & all the trimmings. Many thanks Tycee!! After lunch the 
sculptures were assembled -- primarily by Jerry. We also had some tailgate sales. The format was very 
successfbl in that everyone was busy participating and that two sculptures were produced for the annual 
conference auction. Thanks to Jerry for 
a great meeting. 

Editor 's note: Unfortunately someone, 
in the haste of getting down to the 
conference, accidentally left behind. the 
sculptures. (we won't mention any 
names but he is one of the blacksmiths 
in the picture here!) The sculptures 
will be donated to the next fund raising 
event. 

PHOTOS BY PATTY DRAPER AND TYCEE GRICE 

'LORIDA PANHANDLE PIONEER SETTLEMENT 

An impromptu work day was held the first weekend in October at the Sam Atkins Park in Blountstown in 
order to do some more work on the blacksmith shop in preparation for the Goat Day festival whlch is being 
held here on October 19. We had eight members come and help out: John Butler, Jerry Grice, Clyde 
Payton, Skeeter Prather, Willard Smith, Rick Jay, Ben Ferguson and FABA President Ray Roberts. These 
folks really worked hard all day, and accomplished a great deal toward finishing this shop. All the hinges 
and doors and door hardware has now been installed. Batten strips were applied to the front wall and 
swinging doors. Ben Ferguson made a most attractive sign for the shop. 
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If you missed this year's annual conference, you picked the wrong one to miss! 183 families--a record 
number--turned out during the 
two-day event to see terrific 
nationally renown blacksmith 
demonstrators and participate in 
a great selection of unique and 
fun craft classes. An added 
bonus was the unseasonably cool 
temperatures which followed on 
the heels of Tropical Storm 
Josephine which, thankfully, 
missed us by days. 

Friday night we were treated to a 
special musical event by Chuck 
and Peggy Patrick. 

I P E T E R  R O S S  I 
Peter Ross demonstrated 1800's 
hardware pieces such as hinges and door hasps to a full crowd. On display were several intricately hand 
forged locks. Sunday afternoon he demonstrated how to forge a self-locking spring-operated door latch. a 

(details on how to do tlus will follow in a future 
issue). Chuck Patrick awed the crowd with his 
vast knowledge of blade forging and tempering 
techniques and Jack Klahrn, with the assistance 
of Bill Roberts, assembled an incredible gate 
sample incorporating iron, aluminum and 
bronze. Jack also shared great gems concerning 
the marketing and business end of hls 
profession. 

BASKETRY 

I The family program classes in leather work, 
beaded jewelry, book bindery, flute making, basketry and broom making were all full. Men, women and 
children of all ages proudly carried 
home handmade books, flutes, leather 
sheaths, woven bird houses, brooms 
and beaded work. 

The beginning srnithing classes with 
Willard Smith were popular as ever. 
Newly added intermediate blacksmith 
classes, taught by Tim Rubio and P.J. 
Schrimsher, were a smashmg success. 
The bqqnners forged an array of fire 
rakes, hooks, hangers and an 
interesting meat turner. Tico's 
intermediate class students made a pair 
of blacksmith tongs and a huge (3 INTERMEDIATE BLACKSMITH C L A S S  



2 h x m u d  Conference 
pound) safety pin. P.J's class designed and produced a wonderful artistic cattail sculpture. She really 
made her students think. 

I TOOL SALES I 
space for "blacksmiths" is limited. This policy is applied even though spc 
conference and hold a "familv" members hi^ in ABANA. 

Anvils, post vises, power and 
treadle hammers, and blacksmith 
tools new and old filled the tool 
sales area over-seen by Clyde 
Payton, tool collector 
extraordinar, making this one of 
the best tool sales events yet. 

A general membership meeting 
was held on Saturday at lunch. 
Members unanimously adopted a 
motion to send a letter to 
ABANA formally objecting to its 
policy, applied at the last 
conference, of denying 
seating/observation at 
demonstrations to spouses when 
mses must pay extra to attend the 

Leigh Nichols, Lake Panasoffkee, won the treadle hammer drawing. Leigh arranged a speedy removal of 
the coveted equipment. John Butler won the $25 gift certificate for being a contributer to the Clinker 
Breaker. The auction brought in $6,385 for FABA, just short of last year's amount of $6,500. Thanks to 
everyone who contributed items or bought something; Col. Tim Ryan, our auctioneer; Skeeter Prather and 
Jerry Grice, for item descriptions and pacing; and, the faithful auction team, Anne Reynolds, Vi Pay-ton, 
Norma and Carl Austin, John Butler and Pete Brandenburg. 

All in all it was another 
great conference despite 
the lack of a program 
chair. Hopefblly, 
someone will step 
forward soon to fill this 
position. It's difficult 
to have a room full of 
cooks and no chef! The 
board of trustees could 
probably take over and 
do the same again next 
year but it does put an 
unfair burden on the 
few that are already 
working hard at their 
appointed jobs. 
Thanks greatly to all 

CHUCK PATRICK I who pitched in. 
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Northeast Region News 
by Bob Mancuso, Northeast Region Program Coordinator 

STATEWIDE MEETING REPORT 

The Northeast Region hosted a two day statewide meeting in September at the Pioneer Art Settlement in 
Barberville. The demonstrator both days was bladesmith (and rocket scientist) Jim Batson. 

On Saturday, 48 members were counted. Only 37 signed the pad. Jim showed blade making from raw 
material to a finished Bowie type blade. On request, Jim also autographed his book that was available at the 
demonstration. Lunch and some social time were part of the day. The blade part of the weekend was enjoyed 
by all. 

On Sunday, 24 members present were counted. Only 2 1 signed the pad. Please sign in at every meeting you 
attend. Saturday's blade making demonstration was followed on Sunday with instruction in malung wizards. 
Many members started a forge and cranked up the heat to make their own (take home) wizard. For many of us 
this was the first try at this. All the forges were running to accomplish th~s  "wizardry". The rain &d not 
dampen anyone's enthusiasm. A special thanks to Maggi and Tico Rubio for making arrangements for lunch 
both days. Their efforts made it possible for everyone to stay on the Settlement grounds, glean information 
(pick someone's brain) and in general socialize before getting back to the task at hand. Thanks to everyone 
who attended. Those who did not make it missed a good time and a great demonstration. 

The Pioneer Art Settlement was the location of the October meeting. With 
the FABA Annual Conference only one week away 10 members attended the 
meeting to continue working on preparations for this event. A big thank you 
to all who attended and put in time and effort making more tools, moving 
equipment, and other thmgs needed to get ready. After lunch those present 
exchanged information and procedures on various techniques used in 
blacksmithing and blade making. By the time this information is published 
the conference will be over for this year. If you did not get there-- think what 
you missed! 

Southeast Region News 
by Mike Luck, Southeast Region Program Coordinator 

The Southeast Region held its September meeting at the Carlin Park and joined the "Dickinson of a Day" 
festival being held at the Yesteryear Village. The day was a celebration of the anniversary of a 300-year-old 
shipwreck and included artisan displays, reenactments, dance teams and historians presenting historical topics. 
The Southeast blacksmiths were there demonstrating the craft. Sarah Show demonstrated how to make a horse 
shoe from start to h s h ;  Jim Fagan, Dick Loghlin, Randy Kirk, Ken Marr and Rick Furrer &d some knife 
work; and, Mike Luck and Mike McCoy forged some traditional pieces. We discussed making some items for 
the annual conference. We thank Ken Marr for the good job of coorhnating the day's events and Pete 
Brandenburg for helping out. Just as we were packing up the rain came down. 

Southwest Region News 
The Southwest Region, under the new leadership of David Reddy, SW Region Coordinator, met briefly at the 
annual conference to map out some plans. A meeting was established for next month at Mlke Osbome's sand 
casting shop. (November 23, 1996 at 4423 West Florida Avenue). Mike will demonstrate loose pattern 
casting techniques. Those who want to know more about foundry work won't want to miss th~s.  Good to see 
this region up and running again! 
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HOT NEWS FROM OCMULGEE BLACKSMrrH GUILD 

4th Annual Auction Saturday, December 14, 1996 

Jones County Fairgrounds located in Gray, Georgia 

9:00 - 12:00 Our guest demonstrator will be 
Doug Merkel. Doug is a fir11 time smith whose 
studio is in the mountains of North Carolina. He 
pecializes in rendezvous and reenactmen 
lacksmithing. He is an inshzcdor at J.C. Campbel 
olk School and a candidate for the ABANA Board 
e look forward to seeing Doug! 

12:00 - 1:00 Lunch will be available 
1:00 - 7 Fourth Annual Auction for Ocrnulge 

Iacksmith Guild to provide blacksmithin 
holanhips for guild members and bring in gue 

emonstrators. David Cornett, our ow 

Annual Jamboree at 
Barberville 

The Pioneer Art Settlement 
has its annual jamboree this 
November 2&3 from 9 to 4. 
There will be 150 to 160 arts 
and crafts booths, 
demonstrations of cane 
grinding, coopering, 
blacksmithing, spinning, 
indigo dying, and weaving 
along with other traditional 
crafts. There will be three 
music stages, a children's 
area and story telling. In 
adhtion the midwest tool 
collectors will be there, along 
with S.W.E.A.T., which will 
have a display in one of the 
barns. Also on site will be 
interpretive native American 
encampments and a cracker 
cow camp. Come prepared to 1 have a great time! 

NOTE 
FABA president Ray Rohrts 
has moved to Monticello in 
North Florida. His new 
address is: 

Rt 2 Box 3A 
Monticello, FL 32344 

904-997-4403 

1 1  W e  look forward to  seeing you! 1 1  1 

Stephen Foster Crafts Demonstration Program 

The Stephen Foster State Folk Culture Center in White Springs, Florida has a full functional blacksmith 
shop set up as part of their six stud10 building craft complex. They feature Florida artists doing both 
contemporary and traditional craft work, art and folk art. In the past when blacksmiths would come to visit 
they would have to bring their own portable forge and an anvil, blower and just about everythmg else they 
would need. Now they have a complete facility, including the forge and anvil. The State of Florida is 
seeking blacksmiths to demonstrate their work to the visitors here. Free camping and commission free sales 
are just a part of what they offer to participants in the Craft Demonstration Program. Participants can 
come for a weekend or a week or longer. They are welcome to bring their family and enjoy their time 
amidst the beauty of the park, the hikmg and biking trails throughout the area, the historic town of White 
Springs, and the timeless flow of the Suwannee river. 

If you want more information call Walter McKenzie, at 904-397-2192 or write to the Craft Demonstration 
Program, PO Box M, White Springs, FL 32096. 
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SWAGE BLOCK STAND VARIATIONS 
I've seen swage blocks used while resting on the floor, precariously perched on anvils or sitting on the workbench. 

Some smiths cut a slot in a log at the appropriate height and slide the block in on edge, or lay it flat on top as the job requires. 
Demonstrator, Hank Steinmetz, while performing at the "94" Quad State Roundup, had his mounted on an angle 

iron frame. The idea appealed to me, because it not only offered versatility, but a solid base that could easily be moved 
around the shop. 

Other features could be incorporated as well. Such 
as: designing so the overall height is close to your 
anvil's height. Long work pieces could be supported 
while either forging or swaging. Four foot pads at- 
tached to help float the stand on the ground or dirt 
floors. A fifth adjustable leg in the back to create a 
three point contact on uneven hard surfaces. Place 
the vertical slot near the front to provide ample 
knuckle clear once while hammering. 

If 114" x 2" x 2" angle iron is used, a 314" board or 
plywood pad under the block on both shelves still 
leaves a 1" lip to hold it in place. Other sizes of 
angle framework would also work. Leave some 
space around the block for easy removal to reposi- 
tion. 
By: Paul Davidson and Ernie Deutschman 
REPRINTED FROM NORTHWEST OHIO 

1 BLACKSMITH 

I Northwest Blacksmith Association I 



FOR SALE: Anvils, 90 Ibs and up; FOR SALE: 50 Ib Little Giant. FOR SALE: 7.69+ Acres in Brasstown N.C. area. 
Blowers, hand cranked and Rebuilt, excellent shape. 150 Ibs Walk to class at J. C. Campbell Folk School! 
electric; Hardie tools new and of misc hand tools. $4200. (These Beautifully wooded side of ridge faces southwest 
used; Vises, machinists and post are located S. of Miami) Call Bob views and has a spring fed stream. Existing road 
style. Call Mel Wilber at 904-668- Bergman at 608-527-2494 or 608- carves access to multiple building sites. $38,500. 
0040 523-4750 Call P.J. Schrimsher at 407-932-9179. 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
Pete Goolsby, PO Box 20631, West Palm Beach, FL 33416. H561-659-4536. Pete needs an anvil 
Randy Elkins, PO Box 462, Monticello, FL 32344 
Charles & Judy Croft, 3681 Hwy. 69, Greenwood, FL 32443. H:904-592-6344 W:904-442-9000. Need coal and 
hand tools 
L. Pete & Stella Blanchette, 70 Calhoun St., LaBelle, FL 33935. 904-675-4916 
John & Geri Wolfe, 23 14 Howard Dr., Winter Park, FL 32789. H:407-644-4233/W:407-644-1822. Need anvil, coal 
and hand tools 
Dave & Pat Barry, 5707 W. Sligh Ave., Tampa, FL 33634. H:884-2774 
Robert & Kathy Wolcott, PO Box 592, Waldo, FL 32694. 

WELCOME RETURNLNG MEMBERS 

Connie & Gilbert Knapp, 273 Lake Griffin Cir., Casselberry, FL 32707. H:407-767-8768 
Steve Schwamr, PO Box 4, Pomona Park, FL 32181 

ADDRESS CHANGES 

Doyle Conner, Jr., 385 N. Mulberry St., Monticello, FL 32344. W:904-484-4428 
Jim Nelson, 8825 NW 150th Ave., Morriston, FL 32668-9053 
Ray Roberts, Rt. 2 Box 3A, Monticello, FL 32344. H:904-997-4403 18* Centu 'Y 

m DONATIONS BY MEMBERS 

A hearty thank you to Skeeter Prather who generously procured and donated to FABA four Red Cross First . . 

Aid kits, one for each region to keep on hand at FABA sanctioned functions. 
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FLORIDA ARTIST BLACKSMITH ASSOCIATION 
Bill Robertson, Editor 
Rt. 7 BOX 1082-C 
Tallahassee, Florida 32308 
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The Florida Artist Blacksmith Association - Chapter of Artist Blacksmith Association of North America, Inc. [FABA] is a Wl(c)(3), non- 
profit educational organization whose purposes are to teach, promote, and presetve the art of blacksmithing Contributions are tax- 
deductible to the extent provided by law. FABA publishes The Florida Clinker Breaker monthly, and FABA membership includes a 
subscription. We solicit correspondence and unpaid articles on any subjects related to FABA's purposes. ABANA chapter newsletters 
may reprint non-copyrighted material if it is credited to the author and this newsletter. You need the author's permission to reprint 
copyrighted material unless otherwise noted. 


