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1 991 Annual Conference 
OCTOBER 11-12, BARBERVILLE, FLORIDA 

FABA will hold its 1991 Annual Conference on October 11-12, at the 
Pioneer Center for the Creative Arts in Barberville, Florida. Our 
demonstrators will include Johnny Kierbow, resident blacksmith at the 
John C. Campbell Folk School, and Jim Hrisoulas, a Master Bladesmith who 
has written two popular bladesmithing books. The two-day program also 
will include intensive hands-on workshops for blacksmiths who would 
rather pound than watch, and craft workshops for non-blacksmith family 
members. Early registration is $25 per family. Registration at the 
gate is $30. One-day registration is $20. 

The Pioneer Center's volunteers will provide meals during the Con- 
ference at modest prices. On-site camping is available. There are no 
hook-ups, but the Center now has two showers. Also, many reasonable 
motels are nearby. 

Don't forget to bring something to donate in our big annual auc- 
tion, and plenty of money to spend on bargains. Support the auction. 
It pays more than half the Conference expenses, and keeps the registra- 
tion fees low. 

Plan on being there on October 11-12, and watch your mailbox for 
complete details. 
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MEETING ScHEDuLE-sEPTEMBER, 1991 n 
The regions have no boundaries-everyone i s  welcome everywhere. Come t o  more than one i f  you can. Ue hold regular 
monthly meetings i n  each region (except that  we a l l  t r y  t o  get together a t  one Statewide Meeting quarter ly)  on the f o l -  
lowing Saturdays of each month: NE-lst, NU-Znd, SE-3rd,-& SU-Last. The actual dates may vary from month t o  month. 
check the schedule below. We also hold short board meetings a t  the quarterly statewide meetings, and a board meeting 
and general membership meeting a t  the annual conference. Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge. 
Pros c t i v e  members are always welcome, of course! Come for  a l l  or any part  of a meeting. Bring your tools, or just 
w a t c r  Most meetings run from 9 am t o  4 pm, and youlLL need lunch i f  you stay a l l  day, unless o t h e r u ~ s e  noted. 

Sept. 7, 9 am: NE region meeting, .Pioneer Center, Barberville. 
Sept. 14, 9 am:NW region meeting, Debbie Parramorevs Rocky Comfort 

Forge, Quincy. Debbie is one of our few full-time pro- 
fessional smiths in Florida. She makes numerous finely 
crafted items of ornamental and practical value. Debbie 
will show videos of the 1990 annual FABA meeting in Bar- 
berville, featuring Peter Ross of Williamsburg at the 
Settlementvs forge---possibly also some film of the '91 
Madison conference. Debbie will make a display of some 
of the work she sells, and be available to answer ques- 
tions about how it's made and marketed. Bring drinks and 
snacks. Debbie and Lee will provide some eats also. 

Sept. 21, 9 am:SE region meeting, Ray h Anne Reynolds, Royal Palm Beach. 
This will be a leaf-making session. Come watch, or try a 
leaf or two. There will be plenty of tools and materials 
on hand. Ray and Anne will provide burgers for lunch and 
cold drinks. 

Sept. 28, loam: SW region meeting, Crowley Museum, Sarasota, 

UPCOMING EVENTS -L 

Sept. 7: Last day to get something in next month's newsletter. 
Oct. 11-12: FABA Annual Conference, Pioneer Settlement, Barberville. 

This year's demonstrators will include Johnny Kierbow, 
the John C. Campbell Folk School's resident blacksmith, 
and Master Bladesmith Jim Hrisoulas, who has taught 
bladesmithing extensively and written two popular books 
on the subject. Details will be in the mail soon. 

Nov. 9-10: Gas forge construction workshop, Jerry GriceDs shop, Tal- 
lahassee. The workshop is full. For details, or to get 
on the waiting list contact Walt Anderson, 7 Soco Trail, 
Ormond Beach, FL 32174, (904) 672-4603. 

Nov. 9, 9 am: NW region meeting, Skeeter Pratherb shop, Tallahassee, 
Dec. 14, 9 am: NW region meeting, Tallahassee Junior Museum. 
June 17-21, '92ABANA conference, San Luis Obispo, California. 

ALL INVITED TO THE ALABAMA FORGE COUNCIL'S CONFERENCE 

All blacksmiths are invited to the Alabama Forge Council's 1991 
annual conference and workshop, to be held September 6-8 at Tannehill 
Historic State Park in McCalla, near Bessemer, Alabama. This year's 
conference theme is ''Traditional Blacksmithing." Demonstrators include 
Jerry Darn.el1, Grady Holley, and Chris Marks. Also included are an 
anvil shoot conducted by Floyd and Cordelia Daniel, a hands-on beginning 
blacksmith workshop, a hands-on tool-making workshop led by Jim Batson 
and Gavin Harris, a Family Program whose theme is B'Wearable Crafts,OB a 
trading post for swapping tools and equipment, an awards dinner, and an 
auction. Conference registration is $25 per family. For more 
information, contact Conference Coordinator Tom Hughes, Star Route, 
Buhl, AL 35446, (205) 339-3063. 
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HOW TO FIND THE SEPTEMBER, 1991, MEETINGS 
I 1 

Sept. 14, 9 am 
NORTHWEST REGION 

Debbie Parramore shop 
(904) 627-7949 

Route 3, Box 3678 
Quincy 

Settlement \\ f Highway I 11 

Deland 

Sept. 7, 9 am 
NORTHEAST REGION 

Tico & Maggi Rubio 
(904) 749-3327 

Pioneer Settlement 
Barberville 
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Sept. 28, 10 am Sept. 21, 9 am 
SOUTHWEST REGION SOUTHEAST REGION 

Dale Kipp (813) 747-6743 Ray & Anne Reynolds, (407) 793-2452 
Crowley Museum (813) 322-1000 11064 Sunset Blvd. 
16404 Myakka Road, Sarasota Royal Palm Beach 
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NEWS FROM THE NORTHEAST 
Roger S. Stuart 

Steve Bloom, Thurmond Chaffin, J. C. Hawkins, Bob Jacoby, Bill 
Roberts, Maggi Rubio, Tico Rubio, Roger Stuart, and Ben Wiseman attended 
the August 3rd meeting at the Pioneer Settlement for the Creative Arts 
in Barberville. 

Bill Roberts brought two gas forges that he and Tico had been work- 
ing on. The whole group got involved in putting threads on the gas 
burner nozzles and getting the jets and air gates installed. 

We all were feeling the heat of the day even though it was still 
early, so were hesitant about lighting up the fires in the coal forges. 
There were several projects that were waiting, though, so we fired off 
both forges. Bob Jacoby worked over at the brick forge on some welding 
on a fireplace poker. Tico welded a rope handle onto an extra long (40 
inches long, in fact) barbeque fork over at the Gichner forge. Maggi, 
who is always present, was over at the big building conducting a broom- 
making class. 

About 11:30 we held a short meeting. One topic was cotton T-shirts 
with the old logo on them. J. C. thought they were excellent advertise- 
ment for the club. We discussed the nominations and added ideas and 
generally brought everyone up to date on the state meeting at Crowley 
last week. 

We decided on the need for partitions between demonstrators this 
fall similar to those at the Madison conference this spring. 

We-the Northeast group--also desperately need a materials list and 
other requirements from the conference demonstrators so that we can be - 
ready for them and not have any surprises. 

* 

AND NOW FOR A TRUE STORY OF ERRORS, BAD JUDGEMENT, AND PLAIN GOOD LUCK. 

Bill Roberts, after the meeting, had a project that concerned draw- 
ing out a 1'' square cold roll down to a 24" in-tapered point. The power 
hammer was down so he was using a hand hamme*. Needless to say, he was 
not progressing very fast. A bunch of us decided that what he really 
needed was a couple of strikers. Steve Bloom and I hunted around and 
came up with a couple of sledges and we were in business. 

Now, for those who have never done it, a three-cornered striking 
doesn't sound like too much--don't you believe it! Bill" iron came out 
of the fire almost white-hot, he laid it on the anvil and hit, then let 
the bar move. Steve, the #2 striker, missed altogether, hit the face of 
the anvil, and almost got beaned as the eight pound sledge bounced back 
at him. I, the #3 striker, made a quick recalculation, adjusted my 
stroke, and let her come on down-and took a big chunk right out of the 
edge of the bar. Everyone around got a big laugh about that and J. C. 
commented that he didn't think the bar really needed a toe clip, right 
there anywayo 

About three heats later we were beginning to get our timing better 
and the bar started to taper out. About then I noticed Steve eyeballing 
his hammerhead sort of funny-like. Asked what was wrong, said didn't 
feel quite right, then up and whaps the handle on the face of the 
anvil-whump. I noticed the head settle just a mite. Our first error; 
should have stopped there. Steve took ahold of the head, twisted, and 
it felt good. 

Bill came out of the fire onto the anvil and around we went again. 
Bang, bang, bang. We were getting used to each other and were picking 
up the tempo some. Bang, bang, bang. Bang, bang, bang. 
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The iron got cold, as it's prone to do, so back to the fire. 
Whump, goes the handle. Steve opinions that Bill and I should really 
keep an eye out on that head. Out comes the metal onto the anvil and 
around we go. It's starting to.sound like a slow power hammer by now. 
On my last hit I caught the back end of my handle on the hammer rack 
behind me and about 18 inches of the back of my hammer handle broke 
right off. Our second error: should have stopped there-not enough 
clearance. It was sort of crowded (if you have ever seen the Gichner 
forge area you can appreciate that remark.) But I like a short handle 
anyway and said so. 

Whump, goes Steve's handle. Head settles nicely. Bill comments 
it's really fun to see that iron move with three guys striking. Out 
comes the iron and around we go. No problem-timing is right, tempo 
picking up, taper shaping up very nicely. Back to the fire. We all pat 
ourselves on the back, say that's the way to do it. Whump, goes the 
handle. 

We're talking, not watching the fire too close. I holler at Bill 
better come out, she's a-burning. Bill jerks out, bar's really siz- 
zling, away we go. Bang, bang, bang. Bang, bang, thud? All I had in 
my two grippers was a stick. I looked up at Steve and before I could 
yell "look out!" I observed three things: 1) Steve's eyeballs were 
smack out against the back of his glasses, 2) he had reared up on his 
tiptoes like one of those ballet dancers you hear about, and 3) that 
hurtling eight pound mass of hammerhead was zooming right through the 
same area that was occupied by Steve's jeans zipper just milliseconds 
before. It landed three feet behind Steve in the dirt. * 

We all laughed-not because it was funny, but from relief that I 
hadn't neutered Steve right there on the spot. It shook up Bill pretty 
bad. He stuck that red-hot bar in the slack tub, firmly laid his hammer * 

down, and stated that was all for today, guys. Steve set his hammer 
down, looked down at his zipper, and said, boy, that was close. I 
walked around with my stick collecting parts of my hammer, which was in 
various locations throughout the shop, and made the solemn resolve not 
to ever again use somebody else's hammer that I didn't know beans about. 

It must have had a profound effect on Steve, too. Later that day I 
caught him-when he thought nobody was looking-practicing toe stands 
against the time he might have to use that same maneuver again. 

Enough said. Take note: safety first, fun later. Or there might 
not be a later. 

NEWS FROM THE SOUTHEAST 
Pete Brandenburg 

The southeast region met on August 17 at Bob Ringer's shop in Fort 
Lauderdale. Brian Polk welded a ring for another project and made 
spoons. Ray Reynolds planned to work on spoons, too, but made a large 
barbeque fork instead. We may see more of the fork at the next meeting. 
Pete Brandenburg experimented with different twist effects, and forged a 
hanging hook on the end of a twisting tool. 

Ray'and Anne Reynolds will host the meeting on September 21 at 
their home in Royal Palm Beach, west of West Palm Beach. See the map on 
page 3. We'll have a workshop on different leaf-making techniques. 
Come and try a leaf or two. There will be plenty of tools and materials 
on hand. Ray and Anne will provide burgers for lunch and cold drinks. 
[More directions for local folks: Sunset Blvd. is at about 55th Street. 
The northern dirt road route into the Acreage from Lake Park Blvd, is 
open, but this is not recommended if you are not familiar with it,] 
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Dear Friends: 

I joined FABA about a month 
and a half ago and I really enjoyed 
the newsletters so far. Just so 
you don't think you have an 
inactive member on your hands, 
here's a few things I've made in 
the last year. The horseshoe 
bootscrapers sell quite well. The 
froe I gave to a carpenter friend. 
The scroll lamp I gave as a 
birthday gift to someone. The 
scroll lantern holds I donated to a 
restored train depot, The arbor 
press I swapped for some 
woodworking a fellow did for me. 
The hitch and garden blade and yard 
trailer I made just to use around 
our property. I only wish I had 
discovered blacksmithing 20 years 
ago. Keep up the great job. God 
bless you. 

Sincerely, 
a Bob Ellis 

July 27, 1991 

P. S. The Clinker Breaker is a 
. really well done paper. Keep it 

UP 

BLACKSMITHING BOOKS 
Bob Ellis 

Please tell all 
members about Lindsay 
Technical Publications, 
who reprint books from 
the 1700s to the early 
1900s. I already 
purchased Modern 
Blacksmithing by J. 6. 
Holmstsom, Elementary 
Forge Practice by John 
Lord Bacon, and Black- 
smith Shop and Iron 
Forging by Internation- 
al Correspondence 
Schools. They have 
hundreds of other 
related books. A cata- 
log costs a dollar. 
Good reading. 

Photos by Bob Ellis 

6 
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HOT ENOUGH FOR YOU? 
Bob Ellis 

I enjoy building cultivators, grader blades, and other small trac- 
tor implements, along with arbor presses and an occasional scroll lamp. 
I just joined FABA because blacksmithing is all new for me. 

For the benefit of all the other novices out there, let's talk 
about something often overlooked. Which heat do you use in forge work? 

Here's a basic rundown. First, let's look at black heat. If your 
heated steel glows faintly red in darkness, but has no visible color out 
in the daylight, this is black heat. This temperature is ideal for oil 
finishing. 

Next on the scale is cherry heat. At this stage, the steel glows 
red and is visible in the daylight as well as in the dark. This is a 
good heat for making easy bends in mild steel. 

Next we come to bright cherry heat. Now the steel glows bright 
orange-red and bends very easily. Is it hot enough for you yet? We've 
got two more to go. 

Next comes near welding heat, where the steel glows bright yellow 
with little or no sparks. This is good for upsetting, drawing out, and 
hot punching. 

Last we have full welding heat. Now the heated steel is glowing 
near white and is semi-molten. At full welding heat, white sparks shoot 
from the steel as it is removed from the forge. Two pieces at full 
welding heat will stick together when touched. Now a few quick hammer 

b 

blows will weld the two pieces together. 
So there you have the basics of heat, which will get you started. 

I'll wrap it up by mentioning an interesting phenomenon known as 
recalescence. No, it's not a state of mind. Heat a piece of steel to 
bright red and allow it to cool. As it cools it becomes darker in 

j 
color. For no apparent reason it will suddenly grow brighter for a sec- 
ond or two and then completely cool. This is called recalescence. 
Interesting indeed. 

I hope this article will help take some of the mystery out of which 
I forging heat to use. 

I wish to say thank you to Clyde Payton, who took the time to send 
me all the info about FABA a few months ago. Igm glad I joined. 
Thanks, Clyde. (May be reprinted without permission.) 
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VIRGIL MAYO'S BEES' WAX 
Mary Brandenburg 

At the Madison conference FABA member Virgil Mayo spent a few min- 
utes watching the Family Program class on jewelry making, and came up 
with a good suggestion for dealing with the flyaway thread on which we 
were stringing beads for bracelets. He pulled out a stick of beest wax 
and invited us to draw the ends of,the thread over it. The lightly 
waxed thread was much easier to work with.. 

The remarkable thing, though, was Virgil's stick of bees1 wax. It 
was about an inch in diameter and eight inches long, like a chunky can- 
dle. He explained that he got the wax from a beekeeper, melted it down, 
and poured it into a mold. 

Virgil makes his own primitive molds from bamboo, Bamboo, found 
all over Florida, grows as a hollow tube intersected by solid joints. 
Virgil cuts stalks bamboo just below each joint to make individual 
molds. That leaves an opening at the top of the mold and a solid bottom 
that is the bamboo's joint. He fills each mold with wax, lets the wax 
cool, and then releases the molded wax by knocking the bottom joints off 
with a chisel, which splits the molds apart. 

The resulting cylinders of wax are easy to tuck into a shirt pocket 
and also easy to hold. Virgil uses them to coat newly forged iron 
pieces to keep them from rusting. Ask him to show you one. 

SHOP TIPS FROM BRAD SILBERBERG 
@ 

Some of us met Brad at the Madison conference; he is a professional - 
blacksmith who lives and works near Washington, DC. He's also on the - 
ABANA Board. This tip is reprinted from the July/August 1991 newsletter 
of the Blacksmithsq Guild of the Potomac. 

When making long basket twists it is sometimes difficult 
to open them evenly to get a nice overall shape. I have been 
making chandelier cores that consist of a basket twist with a 
point at one end and a large hook at the other for a furniture 
maker client of mine. The baskets are made in the usual way. 
First, four rods of 3/81t steel are tacked together with the 
arc welder, and the ends fire welded and drawn to round 
points. Then the bundle is heated in the gas forge to get the 
whole thing heated to an even bright orange heat. The rods 
are next twisted together medium tight by clamping one end in 
a vise and turning the other end with a special twisting 
wrench that consists of a bar of 3/8t1x11' steel with a round 
cornered 3/4" square hole in the middle, This wrench is 
placed right at the Mloosen end of the fire weld and the shape 
of the hole (essentially the cross section of the bundle of 
four rods) helps keep the weld from coming apart. The next 
step is to re-heat the bundle and untwist it some while push- 
ing down on the wrench. The problem is that the long twist 
wants to open at the ends, but not in the middle, developing a 
figure eight shape. I find that, if I quench the ends on the 
first untwisting heat, the basket will begin opening in the 
middle. I then reheat the whole thing, and repeat the 
untwisting process to open the basket to its full volume. I 
form the hook on the top last since the hook would not allow 
my special twisting wrench to slip over the end of the bundle 
of rods. 

Brad Silberberg 
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TIC0 RUBIO'S IRON JEWELRY 
Mary Brandenburg 

A few months ago I loudly admired some iron jewelry that Maggi 
Rubio was wearing. I wasn't surprised when she told me that her tal- 
ented husband, Tico, had made it. Recently, to my delight, they gave me 
some similar pieces (a suggestion, ladies: be REAL nice to Tico!). 

Tico told me that his techniques were too simple to bother showing 
to other FABA members, but I disagree. I put the actual pieces on the 
copier, so the pictures below are actual size. 

The T-shirt buckle was brushed while hot.with a brass wire brush, 
which left golden highlights on the iron, and then finished with an 
acrylic spray to keep it from rusting. Tico made the earrings from 
horseshoe nails, and pounded the heads into abstract rippled fans. His 
touchmark is on the back. Again, he used a brass brush to add a glow, 
and finished them with acrylic. 

French earwires (and other jewelry components) can be ordered from 
Rio Grande; to get a catalog, call 1-800-545-6566. 

HELP WANTED 

The John C. Campbell Folk School, in Brasstown, NC, is seeking a 
Program Director to replace Bonnie Staffel, who is retiring. The Direc- 
tor will plan and supervise a vari-ed instructional program; locate, hire 
and supervise instructors; and publish the annual calendar of courses. 
The Program Director must be an experienced craftsperson and instructor, 
and be able to use a computer. Salary depends on qualifications and 
experience. For details, write to The Director, 
John C. Campbell Folk School, Route 1 Box 14A, Brasstown, NC 28902, or 
call (704) 837-2775. Deadline for applications is September 15, 1991. 

HONDA'B BLACKSMITHING ORIGIN 

You may know that ~oichiro Honda, founder of the Honda Motor Com- 
pany, just died. Did you also know that he was the son of a village 
blacksmith? He started making Honda motorcycles in 1948, and recently 
one of his cars, the Honda Accord, became the best-selling automobile in 
America. His products were successful because they have been economical 
and well-designed. This just goes to show that a good blacksmith can do 
anything! [Thanks to Clyde Payton, who sent in Hondaws obituary,] 



F a  P Hammers 
m n, a 3 
b- 

rn tf Here comes a potful of notes on the care, repair and use of Little 
b 6- Giant power hammers. Your reporter has an embarrassing wealth 
Vl k 
m cb of notes and a paucity of organization, and has finally decided to 
0 
a t~ just let fly. I have notes on Fred Caylor's and Brent Bolton's re- ;-* marks at the April meeting and some extras supplied by Dr. Iron, I 
rt 8 
b- also have the good doctor's notes from a 5 day workshop with 
0 
3 * Clifton Ralph and some Clifton Ralph notes from Bituminous Bits, 
o % the newsletter of the Alabama Forge Council, which I will print 
'3 C 

k next month. 
3 k 
b. 
m b- 

Fred spoke to us at Tom Clark's from the perspective of a 
m 3 mechanic approaching a used (and very likely abused) machine 

g with an eye to putting it in the best possible condition. Brent, who 

I-' 2- is production manager for Stone County Iron Works, is interested 
0 E t in keeping a large number of hammers hitting hard and often in a 

5 cb production setting. 
\ 

FRED CAYLOR: 
If you're looking at a used hammer to buy, a lot of oil and \D 

2 grease is a good sign. It shows that the hammer has been kept 
' lubricated. But for a thorough inspection, gunk it and wash it. 

Grease, oi!., and dirt can disguise play between parts, and you want 
$ to know how sloppy it really is. 

When tearing down a hammer, mark every part with a center 
2 punch so that it goes back the same way. Parts that were symmetti- . . 
cb cal when new may not have stayed that way. Use whatever system 

you like, but write it down. 
Fred prefers the old style hammer. Says they hit harder and are 

* easier to live with. 3 
0 Often old dies will have been dressed so many times that there 

is too much clearance. It is very important to have a range of space 

between dies from touching to lots of space. 
Removing the sow block to work larger stock may be danger- 

ous. If you miss a lick, the die can come down too far, letting 
toggle arms hit ram guide. 

Toggle arms should be same length with adjustment on each 
end. 

Check play in machine by prying against linkage with a bar and 
watching to see what moves. Main bearings may have more play 
than you realize. 

Brake lining on clutches is a bad idea. Leather or wood is much 
better. Clutch must slip and not grab. Keep well oiled. 
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The treadle should move at most 1" before the clutch starts to 
b kl 

3 drag. The clutch push rod should be stiff and have a turnbuckle for 
adjustment 

2 m Use chainsaw bar oil on moving parts. It stays on better. 
3 5 
~1. When installing dies, wedge goes in at the back of the die, from 

your left as you face the hammer. m rt 
b- Toggle arm pins may be oversized only once. Then plug and 

8 2 redrill. 
m (D 
o If it is necessary I advisable to weld dies, use 300 series stain- 
n tr ;-a less. It is not affected by heat treating. 
* Be very carcful when adjusting the ram guide to keep the 
b- RI 

surfaces parallel. Otherwise the ram will develop a "rocker" as it 

0 
wears. This is hard on all parts and difficult to correct. 

h -hC: 

5 Old style guide may be relined with 1 x 1 x 3/16 angle iron. 
(D 

If your hammer is in good shape and well lubricated, it will be 
quieter. 

(D 
r+ Lubricate. Lubricate. Lubricate. 
ct : Springs lose their spring. A weak spring will get out of synch 

0 
and "flubber," hit erratically, etc. 

h Fred feels most hammers are run too fast. He likes 325-340 
g RPM for the WI. 215 to 225 for the 5W. RPM of flywheel cquds 
0 the motor RPM times the motor pulley diameter divided by the 

Be sure to use wicking in the main bearing oilers to deliver oil 
slowly and keep the dirt out. 

To remove clutch: 
1. Remove main shaft with clutch from machine. If you try this 

with the shaft in place you will damage your babbitt. 
2. Stand on crankwheel end on wood. 
3. Find a pipe to clear the shaft. 
4. Drive clutch forward 114" by driving on pipe, exposing end 

of key (heat as last resort). 
5. Drive out key with special tool. 

BRENT BOLTON 
Lubricate! At Stone County they lubricate their hammers three 

times every day. 
Ram ways may be grooved for oil and fitted with oil cups. 
Clutch bushings will last much longer if hammer is driven from 

the side, not the top. 
Stone County is experimenting with "Nylatron" for clutch 

bushings. 
Put a cable through your spring. Sooner or later you'll break 

one. It's not necessary to lead the cable around the toggle arm. 
Brent is very fussy about clutch adjustment. If your clutch starts 

to stick, first clean it thoroughly with WD40, getting all the grease 
out, then relubricate with bar oil. 

Since the clutch blocks turn with the shaft, one is always 
aligned with the crank pin. Brent calls this the "lead" clutch, and 
the other the "trailing" clutch. 

They try to keep their operators spoiled. There's one man whose 
I-' 
V) 
V) 
I-' clutch pulley diameter. main job is to service hammers on demand. 
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Reprinted from the June/July, 1 9 9 1 ,  newsletter of the Northwest Ohio 
Blacksmiths. 
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Reprinted from the June/July, 1991, newsletter of the Northwest Ohio 
Blacksmiths. 
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REPORT FROM THE JULY 278 19918 BOARD MEETING 
Hosted by the Southwest Regional FABA members at the Crowley Museum 

1) 
Submitted by Norma Austin, Secretary 

There were 15 FABA members present at the meeting; Board members 
present were Lewis Riggleman, President; Carl and Norma Austin, Secre- 
tary-Treasurer; Steve Kalb, Program Chairman; and Tico Rubio, Board Mem- 
ber. J. C. Hawkins, Vice-President, and Pete Brandenburg, Editor, dele- 
gated their written proxy votes to Tico Rubio for this meeting. 

It was unanimously voted to provide a one-year educational member- 
ship to Carl Wooland, a young man who is hooked on blacksmithing. Our 
editor will be instructed to add Carl's name to the mailing list. 

GAS FORGES: Board members also decided that FABA would pay for 
having two extra forges built at the Gas Forge Workshop planned for 
November. The plan is that these will be offered for sale at a later 
date and will provide a considerable profit for FABA. The treasurer was 
authorized to forward $300 up-front materials money for the two forges 
to Walt Anderson, who is the organizer. 

NOMINATIONS: Roger and Carol Stuart were nominated to the position 
of FABA Secretary-Treasurer, and Bill Roberts was nominated as Program 
Chairman. See the current list of nominees elsewhere in this 
newsletter. 

PROGRAM CHAIRMAN REPORT: Steve KaPb reported that he has one out- 
of-state demonstrator commitment and is negotiating a second one. Jim 
Hrisoulas of California, who is a master bladesmith and author, has 
agreed to demonstrate at our October conference. Jim has had two black- 
smithing books published and is working on a third. He has a great deal 
of experience in demonstrating and instruction. 7 

Not yet committed, but serious, is Johnny Kierbow. He is trying to 
find a co-demonstrator as he would like to present a team demonstration. 
Johnny is on the staff of the John C. Campbell Folk School as their res- 
ident blacksmith. 

Our own John Dittmeier will give a one day demonstration specifi- 
cally designed to take the basic blacksmith along some very important 
steps toward the intermediate areas of the craft. Our past-President 
Willard Smith's expertise and down-to-earth instructions will again pro- 
vide the perfect demo for beginning smiths and those who want some 
review. 

CONFERENCE DISCUSSION: The fee will still be $25 per family for 
registration if you preregister by the specified date. Registration at 
the gate will be $30. Those who want to attend for one day only will 
pay $20. Not just FABA members, but anybody who registers, will be wel- 
come at the above rates. The demo areas will be carefully policed and 
all who are not wearing proper ID will be ousted immediately until they 
do register and pay. 

Maggi and Tico Rubio report that two showers will be available to 
blacksmiths. 

Tico agreed to be partially responsible for obtaining necessary 
metals and materials for the conference, and additional volunteers are 
being solicited. Steve Kalb needs volunteers so that each demonstrator 
will have an ''aideW to see to his needs. 

It was also agreed that the auction will be open to the public, and 
Tico promised more publicity that we've had previously. q 

GENERAL INFORMATION: "Maggi and Tico Rubio brought messages from 
Marilyn Breeze, the director of the Pioneer Settlement for the Creative 
Arts in Barberville. She will allow FABA members to sell their own 
works without paying fees usually charged to venders at the Settlement. 
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@ This applies especially to the big Jamboree there in November. Also, it 
was reported that Marilyn would not object if FABA members wanted to 
build their own little rustic gift shop in which to offer our art for 
sale. 

In re the recent budget woe's at the Pioneer Settlement, Maggi Rubio 
was happy to report that the Settlement will remain unchanged for the 
present, as no action is contemplated by the Volusia County School 
Board, at least for now. This is good news for FABA, as well. 

NEWS ABOUT MEMBERS 

The July-August, 1991 issue of Fabricator, published by the 
National Ornamental and Miscellaneous Metals Association, features an 
article by Ocala blacksmith Alex Klahm entitled "Creating a Lasting 
Impression." He explains that taking the time to prepare a presentation 
drawing may help get unique commissioned work that pays well, and 
describes his own drawing techniques. 

A report on the Southeastern Regional Blacksmithing Conference in 
Madison in the same issue includes a good picture of Tycee and Jerry 
Grice, plus information about the conference. 

Cliff Rogers has moved to Key West, which makes him the southern- 
most blacksmith in the United States. That honor had been held by Ed 
Leopard, who lives in Homestead. Cliff is now 3 hours further south 
than Ed. His new address is P. 0 Box 1795, Key West, FL 33041, (305) 
294-9264). 

Famous anvil shooters Floyd and Cordelia Daniel will perform their 
act the Alabama Forge Councills annual conference. If youlve been to a 
FABA conference, you know that's quite a show. 

We welcome these new members: 
Robert T. Ellis, 4874 Las Vegas Drive, Sarasota, FL 34233, 924- 

6632. 
Russ and Laura Fairman, P. 0. Box 13973, Gainesville, FL 32604, 

(904) 378-3286 [home], (904) 378-2430 [work]. Russ needs a blower, 
coal, and hand tools. 

Regie Odom, P. 0 .  Box 51, Hartford, AL 36344, (205) 588-2881. He 
is new to blacksmithing and is interested in the 1700s era; Regie needs 
tools, equipment, and supplies. 

Robert H. Taylor, 604 Winwood Drive, Birmingham, AL 35226. 
Jim Treadwell, 2473 Kenvil Circle, Birmingham, AL 35243. 
Carl Wooland, 576 Sunflower Road, Tallahassee, FL 32310. Carl has 

been attending northwest regional meetings, and is learning fast. This 
young man is the recipient of a scholarship membership from the FABA 
Board. 

LETTER FROM A MEMBER 

Dear Pete : 

Having just joined FABA a little over a month ago, I wanted to do 
something to benefit the other members. I've been a mechanic most of my 
life and also do welding but blacksmithing is all new for me. I found @ out about it through an article in The Florida Market Bulletin. It men- 
tioned Clyde Payton, whom I wrote to, and he got me on the right track. 
If you can use the article I wrote feel free to do so. 

Sincerely, 
Bob Ellis 
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FABA ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND TRUSTEES 

FABA Secretary Norma Austin will mail the ballots for the FABA 
elections soon. This year we have more candidates than we have posi- 
tions. That's good news-it means we have lots of interested, energetic 
members anxious to get involved. Those who aren't elected are still 
going to be heavily involved, because there's are plenty of chores to go 
around. 

FABA elects officers for staggered four year terms. This fall we 
will elect a president, secretary/treasurer, program chairman, and three 
trustees. Vice-President J. C. Hawkins, Newsletter Editor Pete Branden- 
burg, and Trustee Pat Imbimbo will finish their terms in 1992. If Tico 
Rubio is elected President, he will leave his present position as a mem- 
ber of the Board of Trustees. Current President Lewis Riggleman will 
hold the Past President's seat on the Board for two years. 

Secretary Norma Austin will mail out election ballots by the begin- 
ning of October, and count those she has received by November 15. Get 
your nominations to Norma Austin, FABA Secretary, P.O. Box 1601, Zolfo 
Springs, FL 33890, (813) 735-0257 before September 15, So far, the fol- 
lowing people have been nominated. 

Position Nominations to Date 

President: Tico Rubio (Barberville) 
Secretary/Treasurer: Brian Polk (Fort Lauderdale) 

Roger & Carol Stuart (Crescent City) 
Program Chairman: Bill Roberts (Ocala) 
Odd Trustees (3) : Carl Austin (Zolfo Springs) 

Steve Bloom (Archer) 
Steve Kalb (Fort Meyers) 
Jerry Grice (Tallahassee) 
Clyde Payton (Tallahassee) 

GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATIONS OF THE 1992 FABA BOARD MEMBERS AND CANDIDATES 
P a r  ~ m b i m b o  c l v d e  Pavton 

Last year we had Truszee thru 92 ( ~ r u s t e e  c a i d i d a t e )  

a lot of questions 
about where the candi- 
dates lived. 

The map at the 
right shows the 
approximate locations .;. r . i:nwk I nn 

of the candidates who 
B i l l  Roberts 

have been nominated SO (Program Chairman Candidate) 

far, along with the 
Lewis Riggleman Pese Srandenburg 

other Board members Newslercer Editor thru 92 

who will serve in Carl Austin 

1992. 
Steve  Kalb 

(Trustee Candidate) 

MEET THE CANDIDATES 
Pete Brandenburg 

Most FABA members already know Tic0 Rubio, so far, the only candi- 
date for President. During his term on the Board, he has never missed a 
Board meeting, so he has visited all four regions. He is a professional 
blacksmith and farrier, and is the resident blacksmith at the Pioneer 
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Settlement for the Creative Arts in Barberville, where he frequently 
hosts regional meetings. He has served as a site coordinator for past 
conferences in Barberville, and also for the Madison conferences. His 
wife, Maggi, chaired the Family.Program at the 1990 and 1991 FABA con- 
f erences . 

If elected, Tico promises "to assist each region, individually and 
collectively, and to help each member enjoy FABA by sharing blacksmith 
awareness, knowledge, ability, and friendship." He thinks FABA "should 
make our association better known, increase networking among ourselves, 
and assign one volunteer in each region to answer hands-on and how-to 
questions." He believes we're good at "stimulating the desire to learn, 
encouraging each other, boosting self-esteem, creating new and meaning- 
ful friendships, and turning out a helluva good newsletter." As Presi- 
dent, Tico will "assist each region. One way may be by encouraging sim- 
ilarly structured regional monthly meetings to perhaps include compati- 
ble themes and activities with hands-on participation by all in atten- 
dance. The results could be compared and discussed at the statewide 
meetings." 

Brian Polk is one of two declared candidates for the office of Sec- 
retary/Treasurer. He is an amateur blacksmith and Civil War reenactor 
who is active in FABA1s southeast region. In his other life he is Park 
Manager of Birch State Park in Fort Lauderdale. That work has given him 
administrative and record keeping experience. 

Brian says his main goal as SecretaryITreasurer is a simple one: 
"Keep the books balanced.'' He also would like to "keep a master list of 

@ all statewide events involving pioneering, skills demos, etc., and make 
sure that FABA is represented by a member demonstrating or a displaylin- 
formation table set-up." Brian has been "impressed by the number of 
meetings and the variety of locations. This provides all members with 
an opportunity to participate in the organization's activities." 

The team of Roger and Carol Stuart is the other declared candidate 
for SecretaryITreasurer. Roger is an amateur blacksmith, and demon- 
strated at last year's FABA conference. He and his wife, Carol, own and 
operate Circle K Saw Mill in Crescent City. They, too, have practical 
business record keeping experience. 

If elected, Roger promises "to keep decent records, have the audit 
come back correct, and not screw up anything." He also thinks FABA1s 
"outreach is good. We are continually seeing new faces and more inter- 
est. We should be involving more members in local projects. I think 
that demonstrators at public shows and functions are a good way to 
advance our cause. I personally believe that any member can get out and 
beat hot iron for the public. People will watch nail making just as 
much as making flowers or a gate." 

Ocala blacksmith Bill Roberts has declared his willingness to take 
on the job of Program Chairman. Bill is a professional artist black- 
smith, and is employed by Alex Klahmsls architectural and ornamental 
iron business, Klahm & Sons. He regularly attends northeast regional 
meetings and works in their projects. Bill also is experienced in other 

@ 
aspects of metal work, and owned a custom jewelry design business for 
seven years. 

If elected, Bill "would like to take an active role in putting 
together an educational and fun program for the annual conference. I 
think FABA provides an excellent opportunity for those interested in 
blacksmithing, not only by the hands-on opportunities but also by the 

17 
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freely exchanged ideas and tips gained through networking and fellowship 
at meetings." Bill also thinks "we could make better use of our time 1, 
at meetings by making things for the auction or doing small projects 
like working on a gate for the Pioneer Settlement, etc.-projects that 
enable people to work and learn together, thereby increasing the inter- 
est and knowledge of the members." Bill says Ivhe'd be willing to work 
on any project/activity that would interest other members of FABAOv1 He 
remarks that would just like the opportunity to give a little back. 
I've only been associated with FABA for about a year, but I've found it 
to be truly one of the finest organizations I@ve gotten involved with. 
I'm looking forward to being a lifetime member of FABA. It's very 
refreshing, in this day and age, to find such a diversified group of 
individuals brought together by such an enjoyable common interest." 

There are five declared candidates for three vacancies on the Board 
of Trustees: Carl Austin, Steve Bloom, Jerry Grice, Steve Kalb, and 
Clyde Payton. 

Carl Austin is an amateur blacksmith from Zolfo Springs. He and 
his wife, Norma, are retired and have been very active in FABA for many 
years. They faithfully attend Board meetings and travel to regional 
FABA meetings around the state. Carl demonstrates blacksmithing at her- 
itage fairs and craft shows. 

Carl and Norma are just completing a grueling two year term as 
FABA1s SecretaryITreasurer. During that time Carl ploughed through tons 
of red tape to get the IRS to recognize FABA as a non-profit organiza- 
tion, making us eligible for bulk mailing at the special non-profit edu- 
cational rate. Carl also set up a complete set of organizational 

'4 records. Carl has made monthly financial reports to the members, paid 
FABA1s bills promptly, and kept the membership records up to date. He 
and Norma also handled FABA1s annual conference registrations and all 
the financial business connected with the conferences. 

Carl would like "to see more members attend and participate . . . 
as opposed to the small number now doing so. Officers should try for 
better 'officer attendance' at our statewide Board meetings." Carl will 
help with a smooth transition of FABA finances to the new Secre- 
tary/Treasurer. 

Steve Bloom is an amateur blacksmith in Archer who is especially 
interested in medieval times. He is employed by Floridass Institute of 
Food and Agricultural Science, where he develops computer models of 
Florida's ecology. Steve and his wife, Kimmy (also a blacksmith), have 
been very active in FABA, and have attended regional meeting all over 
the state. 

Steve has been a major contributor to The Florida Clinker Breaker, 
sending in many how-to projects, shop tips, and meeting reports from the 
northeast region of FABA. In 1989 and 1990 alone, he sent in articles 
for 23 out of 24 newsletters. His articles have been widely reprinted 
in other ABANA chapter newsletters, thus spreading FABAns good reputa- 
tion. Steve has hosted many regional meetings at his shop, and recently 
invited FABA members to a special meeting to meet Jaroslav Valek, a 
blacksmith 'visiting from Czechoslovakia. Steve read about Jaroslav in 
this newsletter and began corresponding with him, which led to Stevess 
invitation to Jaroslav to visit America. Steve also has helped with 
preparations for the annual conferences, spending many weekends helping 

* 
to prepare the demonstration areas. 

If elected, Steve will continue to work with enthusiasm on FABAvs 
many activities and projects. 

18 
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Jerry Grice is a professional blacksmith and welder, and owns and 
runs his own business in Tallahassee (with a little help from his wife, 
Tycee). Jerry is a long-time member of FABA, and is completing a term 
on the Board of Trustees. Jerry has been involved with activities in 
the northwest, has hosted regional meetings at his shop, and has won 
numerous awards for his blacksmithing. He will host the upcoming gas 
forge workshop in November. At recent FABA conferences Jerry and Tycee 
have coordinated the annual auction. 

Everyone who attended last year's conference knows Steve Kalb, an 
amateur blacksmith from Ft. Myers; Steve is completing the second year 
in his term as Program Chairman. Steve is an amateur blacksmith who is 
so interested in armor that he made and wore it to his wedding this past 
spring. In real life he handles safety, regulatory compliance, and pur- 
chasing for a large screen printing firm. 

Steve has been very active in FABA. In planning the 1990 and 1991 
FABA conferences he lined up demonstrators to appeal to a wide range of 
members, planned and kept to a budget, roped in lots of volunteers, and 
took care of a jillion other tasks. The 1990 conference resulted in a 
profit of over $2000. In addition, he has planned programs for three 
other statewide regional meeting each year. Steve attends FABA meetings 
throughout Florida, as well as in the southwest region where he lives. 

Steve will help the next Program Chairman by passing on his hard- 
earned knowledge as well as volunteering for some of the dirty work. 

Clyde Payton is an amateur blacksmith and tool collector from Mon- 
ticello who works for the State of Florida. He is a longtime member of @ FABA and attends meetings in north Florida. He and his wife, Vi, have 
hosted FABA at their shop. Clyde is completing a term as a member of 
the Board of Trustees, and often forwards to this newsletter clippings 
of interest to blacksmiths. 

If elected, he would like to see "increased membership and an 
excellent annual conference." He thinks we are doing a good job at fis- 
cal management, but need "a better youth program (youth scholarship, 
etc.) and consulting services to the Florida Department of State Parks 
and Florida State Museums in building period blacksmith shops." He 
says, "FABA needs to develop a greater identity and higher visibility 
as a Iconsultant' organization with the recognized expertise in helping 
Florida State Parks (as well as private parks) in building, operating, 
and demonstrations of period blacksmith shops and period blacksmithing 
demonstrationsew 

FABA ELECTION QUESTIONNAIRE 
Pete Brandenburg 

With 171 FABA members, it's hard to get to know everybody so I sent 
each candidate a questionnaire, asking the following questions. 

1. What do you want to accomplish during your term of office? 
2. What things do you think FABA is doing well? 
3. . What else do you think we should be doing? 
4. If you are elected, what specific pro]ects/activities will you 

work on? 
5. Additional comments. 

The information for those who have responded so far is on the next page. 



The Florida Clinker Breaker, September, 1991 

Name: TIC0 RUB10 
Candidate for: President 
Will accomplish: "Assist each region, individually and collectively, 

help every member enjoy FABA by sharing blacksmith awareness, 
knowledge, ability, & friendship.'' 

What FABA is doing well: 
"1. stimulates the desire to learn 
2. encourages each other 
3. boosts self-esteem 
4. creates new and meaningful friendships 

best* 5. turns out one Ihelluvat newslettertt 
What else is needed: "Make association better known 

1. should have booths at artsicrafts shows 
2. better networking among selves (shows, availability, ability, 

etc. ) 
3. one volunteer in each region to answer 'hands-on' or thow-to' 

problems." 
Specific action: ItAssist each region. One way may be by encouraging 

similarly structured regional meetings to perhaps include compati- 
ble themes and activities with hands-on participation by all in 
attendance. The results could be discussed and compared at quar- 
terly state meetings." 

Comments: "Itd like to see FABA better known: 1) an abundance of mem- 
bership application forms; 2) T-shirts available to all at state 
meetings or by mail. FABA, because of those who belong, is the 
best association I have been in. I will do my very best to con- 
tinue in the meaning for which FABA was formed. I have not missed '4 

one meeting-I care. 

Name: BRIAN POLK 
Candidate for: SecretarylTreasurer 
Will accomplish: Weep the books balanced.~~ 
What FABA is doing well: 'II'm impressed by the number of meetings and 

the variety of locations, This provides all members with an oppor- 
tunity to participate in the organization's acti~ities.~' 

What else is needed: "Keep a master list of all statewide events 
involving pioneering, skills demos, etc., and make sure that FABA 
is represented by a member demonstrating or a display/information 
table set-up." 

Specific action: [none] 
Comments: ''The success of any organization is measured by the involve- 

ment of the membership. Let's all pitch in!" 

Name: ROGER & CAROL STUART 
Candidate for: Secretary/Treasurer 
Will accomplish: I1to keep decent records, have the audit come back cor- 

rect, and not screw up anything.I1 
What FABA is doing well: "1 think the outreach is good. We are contin- 

ually seeing new faces and more interest." 
What else is needed: "We should be involving more members in local 

projects. 
Specific action: "1 think that demonstrators at public shows and func- 

tions are a good way to advance our cause. I personally believe 
that any member can get out and beat hot iron for the public. Peo- 
ple will watch nail making just as much as making flowers or a 
gate. 

Comments: [none] 

20 
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Name: BILL ROBERTS 
Candidate for: Program Chairman 
Will accomplish: "1 would like to take an active role in putting 

together an educational and fun program for the annual conference." 
What FABA is doing well: "1 think FABA provides an excellent opportu- 

nity for those interested in blacksmithing, not only by the hands- 
on opportunities but also by the freely exchanged ideas and tips 
gained through networking and fellowship at meetings." 

What else is needed: "1 think we could make better use of our time at 
meetings by making things for the auction or doing small projects 
like working on a gate for the Pioneer Se.ttlement, etc.-projects 
that enable people to work and learn together, thereby increasing 
the interest and knowledge of the members.Iv 

Specific action: "I'd be willing to work on any project/activity that 
would interest other members of FABA. My personal experience in 
metalsmithing has been ornamental (through working with Klahm & 
Sons in Ocala for two years) and seven years of owning a custom 
design jewelry business." 

Comments: I1I would just like the opportunity to give a little back. 
I've only been associated with FABA for about a year, but I've 
found it to be truly one of the finest organizations I've gotten 
involved with. I'm looking forward to being a lifetime member of 
FABA. It's very refreshing, in this day and age, to find such a 
diversified group of individuals brought together by such an enjoy- 
able common interest." 

Name: CARL AUSTIN 
Candidate for: Trustee 
Will accomplish: "to see more members attend and participate . . . as 

opposed to the small number now doing so." 
What FABA is doing well: Itnews coveragetv 
What else is needed: vlOfficers should try for better 'officer atten- 

dance1 at our three Quarterly Statewide Meetings per year." 
Specific action: [none] 
Comments: [none] 

Name: CLYDE PAYTON 
Candidate for: Trustee 
Will accomplish: "Increased membership; excellent annual (October) 

conference." 
What FABA is doing well: llfiscal managementv1 
What else is needed: a better youth program (youth scholarship, 

etc.); consulting services to Fla. Dept. of State Parks," 
Specific action: uconsulting services to Florida State Museums in 

building period blacksmith shopsn 
Comments: "FABA needs to develop a greater identity and higher visibil- 

ity as a lconsultantl organization with the recognized expertise in 
helping Florida State Parks (as well as private parks) in building, 
operating, and demonstrations of period blacksmith shops and period 
blacksmithing  demonstration^.^ 

The FABA election ballots will be in the mail soon-VOTE! 
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SEE THE FABA CONFERENCE FROM THE INSIDE 

Steve Kalb, FABA1s Program Chairman, is" wrapping up plans for the 
upcoming annual conference in October. As usual, there are lots of dif- 
ferent chores, all easy and fun, to be done at the conference. 

Steve would like to assign an aide to each demonstrator to help 
make sure things run smoothly. The aides might help set up before the 
demonstration begins, crank blowers, pass around samples, or whatever 
might be needed. This will be a good opportunity to work closely with 
an expert. Steve also needs volunteers to do other things, such as sell 
buck-in-the-bucket tickets, help with the auction, register attendees, 
etc. 

None of these jobs will interfere with having a good time at the 
conference. If you'd like to help out, call or write to Steve Kalb, 
3651 Winkler Ave. 81621, Fort Myers, FL 33916, (813) 278-5832. 

MORE NEWS FROM OHIO 

Curt Yockey, FABA member Pete Yockey8s father, wrote to say that he 
was surprised to find his last letter, in which he described his past 
blacksmithing experience, in The Florida Clinker Breaker. When you 
write to the editor, that's always a possibility! Curt probably won't 
be as surprised this time. 

One thing for sure, I wish now I could recall all the 
experiences I had while I tried to master the pounding and 
shaping of metal into an object that would come to mind. We e 
took on many jobs that took a week to complete, but these kind 
only came once in a great while. 

Making buggy wheels and complete wagons were the time 
consumers for sure. You'd never dream a wagon could have so 
many parts to remember until you start to build one from 
scratch. It's a great experience to be able to be with some- 
body that knows how to build one. My father-in-law was the 
greatest for he taught me what he wanted me to know. Always 
have your ears tuned to hear what someone that is good has to 
say about his methods of blacksmithing. You can learn a, lot 
just by overhearing what someone else has to say. Stay in 
there and some day you'll achieve your goals. 

Now I don't believe I could swing a hammer more than five 
minutes at a time. I've worked at other kinds of work and 
enjoyed some of it, but never as much as the forge and anvil. 

Curt Yockey 
TREASURER'S REPORT 

submitted by Carl M. Austin, FABA Treasurer 

FABA BALANCE SHEET for the calendar quarter ending June 30, I991 

ASSETS 
Cash in FABA bank account $8408.29 
Undeposited cash on hand 0 

Total assets $8408.29 

LIABILITIES 
Total liabilities 
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FLORIDA ARTIST BLACKS- ASSOCII~!ECON*- ehapter of ABANA, I ~ c .  
P.O. Box 1601, Zolfo Springs, FL 33890 
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Past-President (90-91):Uillard Smith, Route 1 Box 138, Blountstown, FL 32424, [hl (904) 674-8055, I w l  (904) 877-7117 
Board Memb. #1 (90-91 1: Clyde Payton, Route 3 Box 1240, Monticel lo, FL 32344 [hl (904) 997-3627 [ w l  (904) 488-0577 
Board Memb. #2 (91-92): Pat Imbimbo, 2450 Kimberly Lane, Tallahassee FL 32361 Ih l  (904) 656-3454 
Board Memb. #3 (90-91): Joe Farina, 374 River Edge Road Jupiter ~ ~ ' 3 3 4 7 7  [hi (407) 744-8323 
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The Florida A r t i s t  Blacksmith Association - Chapter of A r t i s t  Blacksmith Association of North America Inc. (FABA) i s  
a 501(c)(3), non-prof i t  educational organization whose purposes are t o  teach, promote, and preserve the a r t  of black- 
smithing. Contr~byt ions are tax-deductible t o  the extent rovided by Law. FABA i s  a state chapter of the A r t i s t  
Blacksmith Association of North America, Inc. (ABANA). F A B ~  publishes The Florida CLinker Breaker monthly, and FABA 
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r i a l  unless otherwise noted. Write, and we ' l l  put you i n  touch. 

1990 HOW-TO ARTICLE REPRINT BOOKLET-$2.25, POSTPAID 

We have reprinted a year of FABA members' how-to articles from The 
Florida Clinker Breaker in a 24-page, 835" by 11" booklet. The book- 
let contains members' how-to articles from the twelve issues of The 
Florida Clinker Breaker from November, 1989, through October, 1990. 
We're selling the booklets at FABA's printing and mailing cost of 
$2.25 per copy. 

@ 
TO order the booklet, make out a check or money order to "PABAn for 
$2.25 per copy, and send it to: Carl Austin, Treasurer, P. 0. Box 
1601, Zolfo Springs, FL 33890. 

Dlls Kipp 
Lawh Riggleam 

Willard Smith 
Arden William 

FABA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
Florida Artist Blacksmith Association 

- Chapter of ABANA, Inc. 
Date 

Name 

Address 

 tit^ State ZlP 

Home Business 
Phone: Phone: 

Spouse4s name: 

Are you interested i n  procuring: 

I I anvi l  [ I coal [ I hand tools 
[ I blower I I forge [ 3 post vise 
1 I other 

Send t h i s  application and a membership fee of $15 to: 

Norma & Carl Austin 
FABA Secretar /Treasurer 
P. 0. Box-1601 
Zolfo Springs, FL 33890 

Make check out t o  FABA. The FABA membership ear begins 
May 1. New e r s h i p s  recejved a f te r  Jan. 31  also 
cover the fol lowing membership year. Membership i s  a 
f o r  a famil You don't have t o  be an ABANA member t o  
j o i n  FAB?, kt many FABA members are, and ue encourage 
membership i n  both organizations. 

ABANA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
Artist Blacksmith Association 

of North America, Inc. 

Name 

Address 

ti t~ state ZIP 
Phone: 

1, hereby-apply f o r  menbership i n  the 
A r t l s t  Blacksmith ~ s s o c i a t i o n  o f  North America and 
enc 1 ose as my annual membership dues fo r  one year. 
Checks-1111- US f e s .  Membership includes a sub- 
scr ip t ion  t o  The Anvi14s Rinq. 

l l l l l l l l l 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1  
VISA [ I Card nunber 

Master Card [ I Exp. date - 
Signature 

C I Ful l  t imestudent ( lyeeronly)S25.00peryear  
C I Regular Membership ............. $35.00 per year 
[ 1 Family Member (one vote) ....... $40.00 per year 
[ I Senior Ci t izen (age 65) ........ $25.00 per year 
[ 1 Overseas Membership ............ $45.00 per year 
I 1 Contributory Member ........... $100.00 per year 
I I PublicLibrarySubscription .... 525.00peryear 

Call  (812) 988-6919 t o  charge your membership t o  VISA or 
Master Card, or make out a check t o  ABANA and send to: 

ABANA 
P. 0. Box 1181 
Nashville, Indiana 47488 
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HQlJSBSHPJiL NA1.q R U G S  

Jerry Grimes, editor of the newsletter of the Illinois Valley 
Blacksmith Association reports that neat, nickel-plated horseshoe nail 
rings can be ordered from Bob Hanson, Rosebud Forge, P. 0. Box 127, 
Monte Vista, CO 81144. 

MINIATURE ANVILS 

The Upper Midwest Blacksmith Association is casting some drop 
forged mild steel miniature anvils. They are English pattern, and will 
measure 4.25" long, 211 high, and 3.25" along the face. They will say 
I1UMBAI1 and ItTo forge our friendship. For information, contact Jeff 
Rasper, 1818 W. Salem Street, Milwaukee, WI 53221, (414) 761-0111. 

[from Clayton Carr, ABANA Chapter Liaison Committee] 

FARRIERS, WE NEED YOU! 

Several FABA members have asked about sources for used horseshoes 
to make into bootscrapers, trivets, etc. This seems like a good oppor- 
tunity for our farrier members. Why not bring some along to meetings? 
You might find some customers, and they'd be welcome raffle donations. 

Florida Artist Blacksmith Association 
Chapter of Artist Blacksmith Association 
of North America, Inc. 
1532 Old Okeechobee Road #I03 
West Palm Beach, FL 33409-5226 

Barberville 

Quincy (Sept. 7 )  

(Sept. 14) 

Sarasota 
Royal Palm Beach 

(Sept. 21) 

September, 1991, MEETINGS 
See detailed meeting schedule on page 2. 
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Fall, 1991 
Membership 

Directory 
A Sobering Safety Lesson 

See page 4. 

lenber Through 4130192 
STEVE & KIMMY BLOOM 
IRONFLOWER FORGE 
PO BOX 542 
ARCHER FL 32618 



Demonstrations 
Blacksmithing with Johnny Kierbow l 

a 
Professional blacksmith Johnny Kierbow is the resident blacksmith at 

the John C. Campbell Folk School in Brasstown, North Carolina. Johnny fol- i 
lowed his father into blacksmithinq. -,John Sr. began blacksmithing in 1979. 

e - 
Johnny Kierbow 

~oh;ln~ Jr. got- into blacksmithing by 
helping his father, then left his job as a 
railroad engineer to become a full-time 
blacksmith. Johnny is busy in his shop 
forging traditional items and decorative 
iron work for a heavy schedule of craft 
shows with his dad throughout the South. 

Johnny will demonstrate a selection of 
traditional pieces that he's found to be 
good sellers for the professional or semi- 
professional smith. He'll show how to make 
a full set of fireplace tools. He will 
make sprays of dogwood blossoms, a number 
of different styles of handles, and a fork, 
following Francis Whitakerls technique. He 
also will demonstrate several types of 
leaves and show simple tricks for getting 
the shoulder right. 

If you 're building your repertoire of 
items to sell professionally-or if you 
just want to learn solid traditional 
blacksmithing techniques-be sure to be at 
Johnny's demos at the Conference. 

Forged Knifemaking with Keith Kilby 
Keith Kilby has been making knives professionally for 20 years. He I 

has voting status in the Knifemakerst Guild, and he expects to take the 
last part of the examination for Master Bladesmith in the ~merican Blade- 
smith Society in June (there now are only 18 Master Bladesmiths). Keith 
lives in Jefferson, ~eorgia. He taught at the John C. Campbell Folk School 
and demonstrated at the 1988 ABANA Conference, all three of the Alabama 
Forge Council's ~ladesmithing Symposiums, and the Tullie-Smith House. 

Keith first made knives by the stock removal method, but he has made 
forged blades exclusively for the last 5 years. He makes and sells about 
150 knives a year. Most are traditional classic designs in either tool 
steel or Damascus. The prices range from $80 to several thousand dollars. 
He has all types of buyers. Some buy knives for everyday use, some for 
hunting, and some to mount in display cases. ~eith feels a professional 
bladesmith must offer a variety to be successful. He also is an experi- 
enced general blacksmith. Knives are 98% of his business, but he occasion- 
ally makes hardware, hinges, fireplace tools, and gates. 

At the Conference, Keith will demonstrate the full range of blade 
forging techniques in carbon steel. In the two days, he will show how to 
forge all of the basic blade styles and all of the different tang designs. 
This will be a busy demonstration that will cover a lot of ground in knife- 
making in a short two days. "We're going to end up with a bunch of 
Knives,11 Keith said. - Keith will be glad to answer or demonstrate the 
answers to all questions on knifemaking. Bring 'em. Don't miss this demo 
if you're serious about making knives. Keith is both a gifted bladesmith 
and an experienced teacher. 
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Classes 

Beginning Blacksmithing with Willard Smith 
a 

FABA founder and past President Willard Smith is an excellent black- 
smithing teacher and demonstrator. He specializes in practical, tradi- 
tional blacksmithing, and shares his skills through teaching, demonstra- 

tions to the public, and articles in The Florida 
Clinker Breaker. Willard is especially good at 
getting first-time blacksmiths started. If you've 
been wanting to get involved, here's your chance. 

His beginning blacksmithing class on Friday and 
Saturday mornings will center around fundamental 
techniques for beginning blacksmiths (ages 14 and 
older, men and women, absolutely no experience 
needed). He'll start at the very beginning, with how 
to build a fire and hold a hammer, and go on from 
there. The classes will be hands-on, and you'll take 
home what you make. If you've been wanting to get 
started, or to pick up new techniques to make your 
work easier, Willard can show you how. 

Come to either or both classes. FABA will 
provide tools and materials ($3 per class covers all 
supplies), but you MUST bring your own safety 
glasses. There is a limit of 8 participants per 

Willard Smith session, so register early. m 

Intermediate Blacksmithing with John Dittmeier 
Professional artist blacksmith John Dittmeier has been pursuing the 

art of the forge since 1975, and has studied in Paris and London as well as 
the United States. John's first exhibition was an international one: 
Towards a New Iron Age, at the Victoria and Albert Museum in England, in 
1982. His current enterprise is developing a line of wrought steel furni- 
ture for the interior design trade. John enjoys teaching novices the 
proper techniques of forging and new means of working hot steel. He has 
taught and demonstrated all over America, 

In his intermediate blacksmithing class on Fri- 
day afternoon John will cover these topics: refine- 
ment of tools and equipment, drawing a point, the 
deliberate blow, spreading with the cross pein, hot 
cutting, splitting, hot rasping, punching, drift- 
ing, upsetting, heading, bending, and straightening. 
On Saturday afternoon John will coach the class in: 
forging a tong, forging a hot chisel, basic heat 
treatment, hot chasing, scrolling and tools, twist- 
ing and tools, leafmaking, riveting, collaring, 
tenon making, finishes, and tricks, tips, j igs , and 
shortcuts. 

FABA will provide tools and materials ($3 cov- 
ers all supplies), but you MUST bring your own 
safety glasses. If you have a hammer that you like, 
bring that, too. You may also want a lawn chair. 
Come to either or both classes, and register early 
so we'll know how much steel to buy. 

2 Florida Ar-tist Blacksmith Association , 
John Dittmeier 
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Tentative Schedule of Events 

Thursday, October 10 

12:OO noon to 6:00 pm Final site preparation and setup. All volunteers 
welcome ! i 

6:00 pm to 7:00 pm Dinner on your own 

7:00 pm to 10:OO pm Early registration. 
Francis Whitaker slide show and informal reception 
for early conference arrivals. 
Door prizes, refreshments. 

Friday, October 11 

8:00 am, all day Registration 
Sign in ironwork exhibit items, auction and buck- 
in-the-bucket raffle donations 

8:00 am to 9:00 am Coffee, doughnuts, & socializing 

9:00 am to 12:OO noon Johnny Kierbow, Blacksmithing demo 
Keith Kilby, Bladesmithing demo 
Willard Smith, Beginning Blacksmithing class 

i 
Maggi Rubio and Wendy Lechner, Area Tour 

- I 
i 

12:OO noon to 1:30 pm Lunch & socializing 
Buck-in-the-bucket raffle 

1:30 Anvil shoot by Floyd and Cordelia Daniel 

2:00 pm to 5:00 pm Johnny Kierbow, Blacksmithing demo 
Keith Kilby, Bladesmithing demo 
John Dittmeier , Intermediate Blacksmithing class 
Wendy Lechner, Lucet class 
Carol Stuart, Padded Photo Album class 

Dinner & socializing 
Buck-in-the-bucket raffle 

Off-the-wall dramatic performance 
Slides of work by Florida blacksmiths 
Clinker Breaker raffle drawing 
Door prizes, refreshments 

SAFETY: .An accident would ruin everybody's fun. Evervone must wear 
safety glasses near the forges. We may have some spares on hand, 
bring your own if you can. Hearing protectors are required at demonstra- 
tions that include the use of a power hammer. Free disposable hearing 
protectors will be available. Bring your own if they're more comfort- 
able. An adult must closely supervise children at all times. 
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Saturday, October 12 

8:00 am, all day a Registration 
Sign in ironwork exhibit items, auction and buck- 
in-the bucket raffle donations 

8:00 am to 9:00 am Coffee, doughnuts, & socializing 

9:00 am to 12:00 noon Johnny Kierbow, Blacksmithing demo 
Keith Kilby, Bladesmithing demo 
Willard Smith, Beginning Blacksmithing class 
Diane Riggleman, Traditional Whisk Broom class 
Mary Brandenburg, Gemstone Earrings class 

12:OO noon to 2:00 pm Lunch, h socializing 
Buck-in-the-bucket raffle 
Annual membership meeting 

2:00 pm to 5:00 pm Johnny Kierbow, Blacksmithing demo 
Keith Kilby, Bladesmithing demo 
John Dittmeier, Intermediate Blacksmithing class 
Diane Riggleman, Hearth Broom class 
Mary Brandenburg, Gemstone Bracelet class 

5:30 pm to 7:00 pm Dinner & socializing 

7:QO pm to 10:00 pm Annual auction 
Door prizes, refreshments 

@Sunday, October 13-Post-Conf erence Activities (registration not required) 

Coffee & socializing 
Board of Trustees meeting. All members invited. 

10:OO am to 12:OO noon Cleanup & socializing. All volunteers welcome! 

General information: Lewis Riggleman, FABA President 
P. 0. Box 247 
San Antonio, FL 33576 
(904) 521-3515 

Steve Kalb, Program Chairman 
3651 Winkler Ave. #I621 
Fort Myers, FL 33916 
(813) 278-5832 

Family programs: 

Tico Rubio, Site Coordinator 
P. 8. Box 83 
Barberville, FL 32105-0083 
(904) 749-3327 

Maggi Rubio 
P. 0. Box 83 
Barberville, FL 32105-0083 
(904) 749-3327 
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THE CONFERENCE SITE: The sixth annual conference of the Florida Artist 
Blacksmith Association will be held at the Pioneer Settlement for the Cre- 
ative Arts, in Barberville, near Daytona Beach. This is an ideal site. 
The Pioneer Settlement has a large, enclosed, blacksmithing shop with ample 
room for comfortable demonstrations in any weather. Bring a lawn chair if 
you want to sit while you watch. 

a 
The air-conditioned main building will accommodate everyone for 

evening programs, the auction, the show of iron work, and other indoor 
activities. The Pioneer Settlement's volunteers will serve breakfasts, 
lunches, dinner, and snacks at modest prices in the covered picnic area. 
The camping area is near the main building and the blacksmith shop. There 
are no hookups, but there are restrooms and hot showers. 

CONFERENCE REGIBTRATION: You can mail the registration form enclosed or 
register at the door, but you save $5 if you send in your registration by 
September 30. Do it now. The registration desk at the conference will 
open at 7 pm on Thursday and open at 8 am on Friday and Saturday. When you 
sign in, you'll get a bag of info, catalogs, and other goodies. 

MEALS: Plan on eating at the Pioneer Settlement. The economical meals 
feature excellent country cooking prepared and served by the Pioneer Set- 
tlement's volunteers. They'll be open for lunch and dinner on Friday, and 
breakfast, lunch, and dinner on Saturday. Last year's meals were in the $5 
range, and this year's will be similar. And you can't beat the company! 

ART EXHIBIT: The annual iron work exhibit is our chance to share what 
we've been doing with other blacksmiths around the state. Beginners and 
experts alike should bring their latest projects, whether they're huge 
gates or modest hooks. If it's too big to tote along, bring pictures 
instead. And if you've got anything else that's interesting, bring that, 
too. Woodworking, quilts, baskets-we want to see it all. We can't abso- 
lutely guarantee safety, but we'll be real careful, and the exhibit items 
will be displayed in a room that will be locked when it's unattended. 

7 
Saturday night's auction has been heavily advertised, and the Pioneer 

Settlement has gotten a lot of phone calls already. Those attending the 
auction can see the exhibit, too. You might want to put price tags on your 
exhibit pieces. 

BEE FRANCIB WHITAKERnB WORK: Thursday evening will feature an extensive 
slide show of work done by Francis Whitaker. Early conference arrivals 
will have a chance to see a wide variety of work done by the Father of Mod- 
ern American Blacksmithing. We'll also serve refreshments and draw for 
door prizes. Don't miss this opening event. 

FRIDAY EVENING ENTERTAINMENT: Friday evening's entertainment will feature 
the opening night performance of an original skit starring genuine black- 
smiths and directed by noted FABA playwright and blacksmith John Dittmeier. 
Last year's fortunate conference attendees witnessed John's theatrical 
debut in a play entitled The Temptation o f  t h e  Colonial  Reproduction Black- 
smith that starred Peter Ross, Colonial Williamsburgls Master of the Black- 
smiths. Peter was a good sport. 

The play will be followed by slides of ironwork by Florida black- 
smiths. Please bring some slides of your work. We hope everyone will 
bring some to share with the group. We'll serve refreshments and draw for 
more door prizes. 

ANVIL BHOOT: FABA members Floyd and Cordelia Daniel will shoot the anvil 
after lunch on Friday. Both are expert at presenting this thrilling tradi- 
tional event at blacksmithing festivities. Don't miss it! 
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BAGGED COAL SALE: FABA members ,Don and Vicki Lester of The Horse's Hoof, 
Inc., in Dade City will again sell 100 lb. bags of coal at the Conference 

aF t a special FABA Conference rate. The price is $16/100 for 100-400 lbs., 
15/100 for 500-900 lbs., and $14/100 for 1000 lbs. and up. They have sold 

out at the last three conferences, so call, toll-free, at (800) 330-4003 if 
you want to reserve some. 

Don and Vicki are again donating all the coal we will burn at the Con- 
ference. We appreciate their generosity, and encourage you to call them if 
you're planning to buy coal so they can get an idea of how much to bring. 

TOOL SWAP AND SALE: The tool swap and sale will run all day long through 
the entire conference. This is a blacksmith's flea market. Bring your 
unneeded stuff to sell, and buy someone else's. If you're setting up a 
shop, this is the best possible place to get the things you need. If 
you're clearing out your shop, this is a good chance to sell your duplicate 
items. There's no charge for booth space, and you can sell anything. 

FAMILY PROGRAM: Family Program Chairman Maggi Rubio has planned exciting 
alternate activities for spouses and those who want to take a break from 
blacksmithing. Special features include broommaking (just what you need to 
complete your set of fireplace tools), jewelry making with iron-based gem- 
stones, padded photograph album making, Lucet weaving, and a tour of local 
historic areas. 

AUCTION AND RAFFLES: The auction has always been one of the conference's 
most popular activities because of the number and variety of the auctioned 
items and the good prices. Please bring something to donate: a piece of 
your work, an extra copy of a book, a chunk of iron, or anything else 
related to blacksmithing. Also welcome are other handcrafted items. This 

a is a wonderful opportunity to pick up something you've been wishing for at a bargain price, so bring your wallet, too. What we make at this year's 
auction will provide seed money for next year's conference. 

We'll also appreciate smaller items for the Buck-in-the-Bucket raf- 
fles. These will be held during lunch and dinner on Friday and Saturday, 
and are also important FABA fundraisers. Each raffle ticket will cost $1, 
and each one you buy could be a winner. The holder of the first ticket 
drawn will get first choice of - the items in the raffle, the holder of the 
second ticket drawn gets second choice, etc. 

FABA is a 501(c)(3) non-profit educational organization, so contribu- 
tions are tax deductible to the extent provided by law. We'll provide 
receipts. 

THE FLORIDA CLINKER BREAKER AWARD: Professional metalsmith John Dittmeier 
donated a wonderful piece of his work to be given as an award to a lucky 
FABA member who's sent something in to FABA1s newsletter, The Florida 
Clinker Breaker, since the last award was given. We appreciate John's 
generosity! 

Each person who has sent in a meeting report, how-to article, shop 
tip, etc., is eligible. Your name goes into the hat once for each article 
you get to Pete Brandenburg (even if it hasn't been printed yet) before the 
time of the drawing on Friday night. You don't have to be present to win. 
Steve Bloom won the previous award: a knife made by Fred Caylor. 

FABA T-SHIRTS: The new FABA T-shirts are heavy 100% cotton, high quality, 
and feature a FABA logo on the front. We've ordered a limited numberget 
yours at the conference. 
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v 9 9 1  PABA CONFERENCE SITE 
Pio er Settlement for the Creative Arts 

Barberville, Florida 
Conference emergency contact: Marilyn Breeze ( 9 Q 4 )  7 4 9 - 2 9 5 9  

Motels and Camping 

The following is a list of motels in Deland, 15 minutes south of the con- 
ference site. Prices vary, and they all offer different features. Make 
your reservations early! 

University Inn, 664 N. Woodland Blvd. (904) 734-5711 
Deland Hilton, US Hwy 92 (800) 826-3233 

(AAA recommended; very expensive, but very nice) 
Deland Hotel, 350 Int91 Speedway Blvd. (904) 738-5200 

(50% discount for Amoco Motor Club members) 
Quality Inn, 2801 E. New York Ave. (904) 736-3440 

(discounts for seniors; AAA recommended) 

In the Astor area: Blair's Jungle Den, SR 40 (east side of river [904] 
749-2264). This motel is a favorite of many FABA conference goers, and 
includes a restaurant, lounge, river views, boat rentals, and other 
blacksmiths for socializing. They also have camp sites available. Maggi 
and Tico Rubio recommend Blair's Jungle Den highly. 

Another place to camp is Parramorens Campground and Fishing Camp, in 
- - 

Volusia: (904) 749-2264. 

Also, there is ample tent space and camper parking across from the Pioneer 
Art Settlement buildings at the Conference site, but you must be self- 
contained. Campsites are not equipped with water or electrical hook-ups. 
Rest rooms and showers will be open, ~f course. 
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