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Established May 18, 1985 

MEET1 NG DATES : 

NORlTEAST REGION - July 11, 1987 at the Barberville Pioneer Settlement. 
*Note change from first Saturday because of holiday conflict. Work on 
barn hardware and new shop planning will continue. See enclosed map. 

REGION - July 11, 1987 at Debbie Parramore's shop. Route 3, 
Bax 507, Quincy, F1. 22351. Telephone 904-627-7949. Look for a map on 
other page. Bring your sack lunch, cold drinks will be furnished. Be 
prpreparred- to make - - -  an - - - item - - - - for the October auction. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

S(XTIHEAST REGION - No ms!! 

-REGION- July 18, 1987 - we will be meeting at Joe Farina's 
in Arcadia. We hope to see a few more of our friends at this 
meeting. We want to set our meeting dates and discuss a group 
project to be donated for the September auction. Members should 
bring portable tools and a sack lunch. Cold drinks will be 
provided. Joe has two forges and two anvils. If you have any 
questions, call Jimmy Tucker, 813-365-1180. See map attached. 

FUTURE MEETING DATES: 
August 8, 1987 - Statewide Meeting at Ray Nager's shop, Tampa. 

September 12, 1987- Northwest Region meeting at Dr. Ed Crane's 
shop, Tallahassee. 

September-25-_&26-,l98_7_-Two-eyConference Meeting, Tallahassee. 
Pre-registration forms will be mailed out next- mumthi---Make-plms- 
to attend. This will be held at the North Florida Fair Grounds., 
Demonstrators, games (for blacksmiths), auction, and lots of 
other things. Plan now! ! 
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FROM OUR PRESIDENT: 

Due to some unseen problems in planning our conference, it has 
been changed to September 25 and 26th. Be sure to re-mark 
your calendar so as not to miss it! 

It really does me good to see the enthusiasm that each region 
has in promoting blacksmithing. Keep up the good work. Due 
to your efforts, our membership is over 100. 

NEW CLINKER BREAKER EDITOR 

Jerry Grice has volunteered to be our new editor replacing retiring 
editor Walt Anderson. Walt requested that his comments to our 
FABA membership be included in this issue: 

"When our Florida group was organized in 1985, I volunteered to 
be newsletter editor. After two years, job retirement and some 
heart trouble, I'm really ready to turn it over to youth and 
competence and am pleased that Jerry Grice has come forward to 
be our new editor. 

The newsletter is the key to sharing information within an 
organization about our business and financial affairs and the 
art/science/trade of blacksmithing. I urge our leadership 
and membership to fully utilize the medium of the Clinker 
Breaker to share information. 

Support Editor Jerry! I'm joing to do less reading and writing 
for a while and more heating and beating iron. See you around. 

Walt w*. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND BOARD MEMBERS: 

Next month you will receive a ballot regarding the next term 
of officers and board members. You will also receive a raffle 
ticket. Please return ballot and sign raffle ticket and return. 
The return of both ballot and raffle ticket makes you eligible 
for a prize to be given away at the 2-day'conference in SEPTEMBER. 
The . main thing is to VOTE!! ! You have the right!! 



e Barberville Pioneer Settlement 

July 11, 1987 

Joe Farina's shop 

Route 4, Box 1238 

Arcadia, F1. 33821 

- Ph. 813-494-4671 
1 

July 18, 1987 



Debbie Parramore's shop 

Route 3, Box 507 

Quincy, F1. 32351 

July 11, 1987 

HERIAH' 

"Sorry!" Would you be satisfied 
with poor workmanship? 

i 
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WORKING WITH COLD CHISELS 

Metal can often be cut faster by hammer and a cold chisel 
than by machine. It takes some time to learn to use cold chisels 
in the proper way. The better you get with a cold chisel, the 
less you have to use a file to flnish you work. 

Cold chisels come in many different sizes and shapes. One 
thing is that the cold chisel must be harder than the material 
you're cutting. Some of the shapes are flat chisel, cape chisel, 
'diamond-point chisel and round nose chisel and many more are made 
for special jobs. 

The flat chisel is most common around shops. I t  has a wide 
cutting edge and is used for cutting rivets, bars, and many other 
things. 

The cape chisel is used for cutting grooves like for a key- 
way on a shaft. The cutting edge is a little wider than the rest 
of the end to keep it from sticking in the groove. 

The diamond-point is used to cut V grooves and to chip 
square corners. The cutting edge has the shape of a diamond. 

Round nose chisel is use for cutting out half-round grooves. 
This chisel, in different sizes, would work good for cutting 
design work in different pieces for inlay work or without the 
inlay. e 

The cutting angle on a chisel depends on the hardness of the 
metal being cut. Most cutting edges are 50-75.deqrees. The 
softer the metal the closer to 50 degrees. The harder the metal 
the blunter the cutting edge needed. 

The corners on your chisels are the weakest and should be 
rounded slightly to keep from chipping them. 

Heads on your chisels should 'be rounded slightly , and 
always make sure that the head is not hardened. If the head is 
hardened you stand a chance of pieces chipping off. After some 
use the head will mushroom, at this, time you should regrind the 
head also. 

You can only do good work with a sharp chisel. You can buy 
center gauges to use to test the angle of your cutting edge. 

Last, but most important, always wear safety glasses when 
using any equipment. 
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GENERAL SAFETY FOR METALWORKING 

Safe work practices and safe work habits result when you us. 
machines, tools and materials correctly. You also must follow 
commonly recognized safety rules and safety practices in order to 
avoid possible accidents or personal injury. The following 
safety rules, safety precautions, and safety procedures should be 
followed: 

I)  Always have proper first aid applied to minor injuries. 
Always consult a physician for proper attention to severe 
cuts, bruises, burns, or other injuries. 

2) Safety ~oggles or a face shield of an approved type should bo 
worn at all times in shop or laboratory. 

3) Oil or grease on the floor is hazardous and can cause 
slipping; hence it should always be cleaned up immediately. 

4) Place oil rags or other inflammable wiping materials in the 
proper containers. 

5 )  Keep aisles and pathways clear of excess stock, remnants or 
waste. Store long metal bars in the proper storage area. 

6) Return all to018 or machine accessories to the proper storago 
areas after use. 

7) Avoid needless shouting, whistling, boisterousness. or play 
when in the shop or laboratory. Give undivided attention to 
your work . 

8) Never touch metal which you suspect is hot. If in doubt, 
touch the metal with the moistened tip of your finger to 
determine whether it is hot. 

9 )  When you approach someone who is operating a machine, wait 
until he has finished that particular operation or process 
before you attract his attention. ' 

10) Avoid touching moving parts of machinery. 

11) Do not lean on a machine which someone else is operating. 

12) Do not operate a machine until the cutting tools and thd 
workpeice are mounted securely. 

13) Be sure that a11 of the safety devices, with which a machine 
is equipped, are in the proper location and order before 
using the machine. 

14) If mbre than one person is assigned to work on a certain 
machine, only one person should operate the controls or 
switches. 

15) Novpr leave a machine while it is running or in motion. 

16) A machine should always be stopped before oiling, cleaning, 
or making adjustments on it. 

17) Always use a brush or a stick of wood to remove metal chips 
from a machine. Otherwise you may be cut be sharp chips. 

18) Do not try to stop a machine such as a drill press spindle or 
a lathe spindle with your hands. 

19) Do not touch moving belts or pulleys. 

'20) Always be certain that the machine has stopped before 
changing a V-belt. 

21) Before starting a machine be sure that it is clear of oxcoss 
tools, oil, or waste. 

22) Request help from a fellow worker when it is necessary to 
. lift a hravy machine accessory or other heavy objects. 
Always lift with your legs, not you back. 

23) Learn the location of the nearest fire extinguisher. 

24) Always place inflammable materials, such as paint thinners, 
lacquers. and solvents, in a metal cabinet away from open 
flames. 

-7- 



OUR JUNE NORTHWEST REGION MEETING 

We sure had ourselves a humdinger of a good time at the Region meeting 
at Dr. Skeeter Prather's Blacksmith Shop in Tallahassee on Saturday, 
June 13th. Dr. Prather started demonstrating when the first person 
showed up--around 8:00 a.m.--and he ran off the last two hangers-on at 
7:00 p.m. I'd call that a FULL day! 

Despite it raining all day, we had a good turnout. We were especially 
glad to see several new members and guest show up at this meeting to 
see their very first hammer-in. These were Mr. and Mrs. Carl and Norma 
Austin of St. Petersburg, Mr. John Kross of Quincy, Mr. K. C. Barfield 
of Havana, Dr. and Mrs. Grayson Snyder of Blountstown, and Mr. Mike 
Spencer of Tallahassee. We would like to give a hearty welcome to 
these new members and guest, and especially invite the visiting guest 
to join our Association. We certainly hope you attend each and every 
one of our future meetings. Anyway, no one got wet because of the 
rain. Omar-the-tentmaker Prather had erected a sizable overhead awning 
off of his shop shed and this saved the day quite nicely. 

The demonstrators were Skeeter Prather, Clyde Payton, and Jerry Grice. 
Dr. Prather was very excited about this particular hammer-in because 
he had recently purchased himself a 25 pound Little Giant Power Hammer 
and this was the first opportunity that he had to try it out. He had 
just finished rebuilding and painting it and it sure looked pretty. He 
plans to get Fred Caylar to give it a fine tuning when Fred comes down 
to put on the Blacksmithing School in October. Congratulations on your 
new toy, Skeeter. 

The first thing Skeeter demonstrated was the making of a spoon under 
his new power hammer. However, when this was almost finished Mr. Malcomb 
Johnson of Tallahassee decided that this item was misnamed and so the 
spoon's identity was changed to "Lye Soap Cutter." However, the prize 
demonstration was that of "steeling a knife." Dr. Prather forge-welded 
a small piece of tool steel to a plain 01' piece of iron to make a very 
handsome knife after the fashion of the old timey Green River Trading 
Knives. This was very impressive and resulted in a very good quality 
utility knife. 

Next Clyde Payton demonstrated the making of an overhead mount colonial 
stylehanginghook and a colonial style latch hasp. 

Jerry Grice demonstrated the making of a pineapple handle fire poker. 
This is a very interesting design and one fairly easy to make. Jerry is 
going to write up a step by step description with drawings on how he did 
this--look to this issue of the CLINKER BREAKER for this. 

Our most gracious hostesses, Mrs. Lou Prather and Mrs. Myrtle White (who 
is Skeeter's Mother) served one mighty fine lunch of bar-b-qued chicken 
with all the trimmings plus dessert. And what a spread this was too-- 
Thanks one million Lou and Myrtle, we all appreciated this -- to the fullest. 
(pun intended) 



For the "SHOW AND TELL" Clyde Payton brought four of the framed Samuel 
Yelling shop drawings. The folks found these very interesting. 

The items made at this hammer-in were donated to our auction. Don't 
forget to make some things yourself for our BIG MEETING public 
auction. I was talking with Jimmy Tucker today who runs a fine 
Blacksmith Shop down in Sarasota. His group, the Southwest Region, 
is going to make a group project to donate to the auction--it is 
going to be a ceiling hung pot rack. I haven't seen it yet but he 
talks like it is a thing of beauty. Maybe your region could also 
make a group project for the auction at your next hammer-in? 

Keep the anvil ringing, 

Clyde Payton 
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NO- REGION NEWS: 

About 8 showed up and made barn door hinge bolt heads and latch hardware 
at our last meeting. 

N E K  - A large shop forge donated by Bill Gichner will be moved down from 
Dr. Van Amam's in Gainesville in time for the next meeting. This will 

a r d e  2 permanent forges in the temporary shop. 

Lester Hollenback and Walt Anderson demxlstrated at the 4H Camp Ocala, 
on June 18. They did 3 one-hour demos for different groups of campers. 
Lester made horseshoes, nails and chain; and Walt made some nails and 
2 barbecue forks. 

SUPFQKT YOUR =ION - Attend meetings and recruit members! The Barberville 
Pioneer Settlement is in the Barberville Camunity about 5 mile southwest 
of the intersection of US Highway 17 and State Road 40 in Volusia County. 

Walt Anderson 



THE 1988 ABANA CONFERENCE 

AT 

SLOSS FURNACES NATIONAL HISTIORIC LANDMARK 

June 7, 1987 

Dear Fellow Blacksmiths: 

On May 16, 1987 at the Holiday Inn in Madison GA. The "88" 
ABANA Conference Committee held another meeting. Again one of 
my problems was people. 

Lady's and gentleman the wagon is being pulled by three (3) 
Exhibit Committee Members and myself. We have people in any 
organization that will make suggestions but will not follow-up 
on there on suggestions, they will volunteer other people but 
when ask to help they do not have the time. Yes!,this can be 
a down fall of any organization. 

The three(3) Exhibit Committee Members are all from Virginia - 
who volunteer to help. One of the members dose not even have a 
cartjust a bicycle and his feet.It is people like that when the 
chips are down on them, they will keep giving. 

Yes! this is one of the reason, I back off from girl scout in^, 
I still feel that there are people in our organization that will - 

help.1 am talking about the people that just are not doing anything 
but I will wait and see what happen, this is your conference. 

Please contact Benjamin C. Rogers Jr.,2211 Lou Drive West, 
Jacksonville, FL. 32216, 904/7211098. 

Sincerely, 

E- +/' 
Benjamin C. ~ogers Jr. 
Exhibit Committee Chairman 



TO ALL KMBERS: 

Due to personal reasons, Walt Anderson has resigned as newsletter 
editor. I have agreed to assume the job until the next election. 

Now I need help from everyone! When you have a meeting in your 
area, I need to know something about it. What went on? What was 
made? How many things were made for the auction? Who was there, 
or how many attended? Where did you meet? Just tell me something, 
even if its just a post card. If you don't help in the support 
of our Clinker Breaker, then who will? 

If you see anything that you think would go in the newsletter, 
send it. If its not run in that newsletter, we can run it next 
time. We need a back log of itemsto run. The more we have, the 
bigger the newsletter. 

One thing I am starting is a technical section on different data. 
This month is on cold chiesels. Next month will be on files, etc. 
If you have something in mind you want to know about, or you want 
to share, send it in. 

Looking forward to hearing from everyone, 

Jerry Grice ...................................... T ****** * * ********** 
DUES: 

Everyone should have received an invoice by the time you receive 
your newsletter. Please note amount in column. Some of you are 
paid up, and others owe different amounts depending on the month 
that you originally joined FABA. The amount due will pay you up 
to the May 1, 1988 date. We would appreciate your prompt attention 
to this matter. Return top half of invoice. The bottom half 
is your receipt along with your cancelled check. THANKS! 

**Might suggest that you also add a note as to what you would 
l'ike to see demonstrated during our two-day Conference and any 
other notes regarding items for sale or items wanted for our 
Market Place in the Clinker Breaker. 

,****Remember, we will send two newsletter out to prospective 
members if you furnish their name and address. These are 

,' complimentary. 
----____-__________--------.--------------------------------------, 

-------__-_-_______.------------------------------------ ---------- 
MARKET PLACE: 

No items have been submitted for sale or want!!! 



PINEAPPLE HANDLE: 

Well, I tried to draw the pineapple handle, but I couldn't 
show the reverse twist right, so I'll just tell you. 

It's really simple. You twist your square bar with a tight 
twist; then reheat and hammer twist back down to a square bar, 
leaving corners good and square. Reheat and slowly reverse 
your twist. As you do this you'll see the square corners you 
left begin to come around and stand up. As you twist, you may 
want a bottle of water to cool your twist as the corner part 
gets to the right area. 

Try playing with a piece of % inch square bar. I think you 
will like it. After you have mastered the %" bar, try some 
1 inch sq. bar. Leave it 1 inch in center and taper down 
each end on all four sides. This would make nice handles for 
fire tools. 

REGION REPRESENTATIVES: 

Jimmy Tucker, Sarasota - Southwest Region 

Walt Anderson, Ormond Beach, - Northeast Region 
Don & Ann Senterfitt, Jupiter - Southeast Region 
Clyde Payton, Monticello - Northwest Region 

Contact your region rep. for meeting dates and help. Volunteer 
your place -- or time!! Join in!! 

AUCTION : 

The Auction, to be held during our two-day Conference on 
September 25 & 26, needs items. We are looking for hand- . 
made forged pieces and anything else that you care to donate. 
We plan to have an area for you to bring items you want to 
sell. Start going thru your piles now. Look under the 
hidden corners! You'd be surprised what is now junk for 
you may be someone else's treasure! 
---__-__--_________---------------------------------------------- 
SCHOOL SPONSORED BLACKSMITHS: 

If you know of any young person, interested in blacksmithing 
please submit their name to Willard Smith, President. The FABA 
will sponsor someone to Fred Caylor's school to be held later 
this year. Part of our Non-Profit organization is to promote 
blacksmithipg to our younger generation. A valuable lesson 
for any young person interested in a craft. 



MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Niraw! Date 

Address Telephone f ) 
home 

City 

ce: - 

Areas of Interest: 

Zip 
0 

business 

Are you interested in procuring ( ) coal I ) anvil ( ) forge f ) post vise 

( ) blower ( ) hand tools ( ) other: 

Membership Fee: $15.00 Send Membership fee with this application to: 

Renew Annual Dues: $10.00 
FLORIDA CHAPTER OF ABANA 
Tycee Crice, SecretarylTreasurer 
P.O. Box 5914 
Tallahassee. F1. 32314 

. .<*- t.-.. . . \  ..... 
'ERSHIP APPLICATION FOR NATIONAL ABANA: 

@ Membership in ABANA includes a subscription to the Anvil's Ring 

Name 

Adress Phone ( ) 

City State Zip 

practicing SMith [ 1 Artist [ I Teacher [ 1 
Student I 1 Amateur [ I 

........ Fulltime Student. ....... $ 25/ yr . Regular Member. $35/yr. 

........ Family Membership ...... $40 / ~ r .  Senior Citizen 95/yr. 
......... Overseas Member $45 / yr Contributory .$50/~r. . ........ 

... Library Subscription $25/yr. 

Mail to: ARTIST-BLACKSMITHS' ASSOCIATION OF N. AMERICA 
P. 0. Box 303 
Cedarburg, Wi. 53012 

(CHECK MUST ACCOMPANY APPLICATION) 


