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Florida Artist Blacksmith Association

Established May 18, 1985

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

After six years, a bittersweet farewell
This writing is filled with mixed emotion, as it is the
last of my writing as your President.
I have held this position for six years, which is longer
than any of our prior presidents. I know I, along with
the Board of Directors and
Regional Coordinators, have
aided a good number of you
to expand your blacksmith
skill set by bringing forth
the Journeyman Blacksmith
Program. We have members
who are working on this
program, along with many
who are now recognized as meeting the standards to be a
journeyman blacksmith, and I am proud of you all.
But as I leave this office, we are short of a full
Board of Directors, with vacancies for a Northeast
Trustee, Southeast Regional Coordinator, and Program
Chairperson. We are looking for qualified individuals
to fill these vacancies and work with FABA to continue
to grow the art of blacksmithing throughout the state.
Interested parties should contact me before the end
of the year at circlejbar@gmail.com to nominate
themselves or others.
In the past six years, this organization has grown to a
level that all of us should be proud of, because there is no
other state organization with such a strong membership
paired with great talent. It is through the efforts of
each of you that all of our strides forward have been
accomplished.
Please continue with inspiring teaching, caring and
love for the art of blacksmithing.
Just remember there are a number of ways to get to
the same conclusion, and give others the latitude to fail
in their attempts to reach that conclusion. When we
get locked into “my way is the only way,” that is when
conflict occurs, so it is better to be grown up and look
for compromise to reach a solution.

FABA President John Boy Watson (right) and Lewis Riggleman at the FABA Conference

An example of this is our Annual Conference, which
has grown during the past six years with the outstanding
leadership of Kirk Sullens and Sylvia Andrassy, and the
compromises each had to deal with to provide us with
outstanding demonstrators and great attendance.
The 2019 FABA Conference was a great success, and
each of you who attended are also to be commended for
your supportive efforts.
I am humbled to have been given the privilege to
serve as your President these past six years through all of
the growth we collectively have experienced.
I can honestly say I have never in my life enjoyed
such pure relationships. These relationships, I know, will
extend with us even as I leave office. I do pray for the
safety and good health of each of you.

Be Safe and Stay Safe,

John Boy Watson

FABA Announcements

Blacksmith Museum to open

In Memoriam

The Panhandle
Pioneer Settlement is now open
with after repairs
from Hurricane
Michael last year.
I was there Oct.
19 for Goat Days
and Pioneer Days
at the Settlement,
working at the
Blacksmith Shop.
As luck would have it, we were under a storm warning with
projected winds of 60 mph and 4-6 inches of rain expected.
Well, the forecast really failed. Winds were not high at all,
and we only had misting rain most of the day. Attendance
was down, but a good time was had by all.
The rebuild of the Blacksmith Shop had one major
benefit; the roof no longer leaks, which has led to the near
completion of the Blacksmith Museum. We have set a date
of Dec. 7, 2019, to dedicate the Museum, which is the day
Santa Clause will arrive at about 7 p.m. ... It is my hope that
some of you will be able to attend, for we have been waiting
on this for more years than I care to think about.

We lost a great friend
and resource on Oct. 31,
2019, when Judy Berger,
a blacksmith and owner of
Blue Moon Press, passed
away after a long fight with
brain cancer.
Anyone who got to
know Judy was in awe of
the benefit she brought to
blacksmithing.
More than a bookseller,
Judy reprinted valuable
out-of-print books and
found new authors to publish, and she has been part
of the annual FABA Conference for many years.
She did more to spread blacksmithing knowledge than
any other single individual I know. Her dry, sharp wit and
her enjoyment of springing surprises on people made her so
much fun to be around.
Our blacksmithing world is dimmer with her loss.
Our best wishes go out to her family.
— By Kirk Sullens

— John Boy Watson, FABA President

Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA)

is a not-for-profit organization chartered with the State of Florida
and is dedicated to promoting and expanding the horizons of
architectural, artistic and practical blacksmithing while preserving
the rich heritage of this craft. FABA Officers and members assume
no responsibility or liability for injuries or damage caused as a result
of the use of any information, materials, design,
techniques, etc. contained in this newsletter, our website,
http://www.blacksmithing.org, our Facebook Page or
provided at meetings or demonstrations.
Contributions to FABA are tax-deductible to the extent
provided by law. FABA publishes the Florida Clinker Breaker
monthly and FABA membership includes a subscription. We solicit
correspondence and unpaid articles on any subjects related to
FABA’s purposes. Send to editor@blacksmithing.org. Materials
submitted must be your own work, and citations of others must be
clearly identified. By submitting materials, you are allowing FABA
to edit, print and post them to FABA’s website. ABANA Chapter
newsletters may reprint non-copyrighted material, if it is credited to
the author and this newsletter. You need the publisher’s permission
to reprint copyrighted material unless otherwise noted.
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Calendar of Events
The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community. The regions have no boundaries — everyone is welcome everywhere. Come to
more than one if you can. We hold regular meetings in each region on the following Saturdays of each month: NE-1st, NW-2nd, SE-3rd, SW-4th except
for quarterly Statewide meetings. The actual dates vary, so check the schedule below. Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge. Prospective members are always welcome. Come for all or any part of a meeting, bring your tools or just watch. Most meetings run from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., and
you’ll want to bring a bag lunch if not otherwise noted. If you have any questions about meetings or events, please contact the Regional Coordinators:

Central Northeast Region
North Northeast Region
Northwest Region
Southeast Region
Southwest Region
Far West Region

Heinrich Hole
Ben Thompson
John Pfund

386-848-6982
617-388-5695
850-528-3280

heinrich.faba@gmail.com
thompsoncrafted@gmail.com
johnwpfund@aol.com

Antony Fenn
Dave Sandlin

617-320-4781
850-974-1548

antony.fenn@gmail.com
traditionsworkshopinc@gmail.com

Central NE Meeting, Dec. 7

Good day, my fellow smiths. It’s time for another Christmas meeting.
This year’s meeting is going to be at our home shop at the Pioneer Settlement in Barberville starting at 9 a.m. We’ll be doing a potluck-style lunch,
with me providing the main meats and you guys bringing the extras that
make it so special. The settlement has requested that everyone attending the
meeting please use the main entrance to the park due to planned activities.
For this demonstration, I’ll be showing how to do some cool small pieces
that make excellent gifts for Christmas. We will then have some open forge
time for people to make their own gifts ideas after the meal.
See you all there. —

Heinrich Hole, Central NE Coordinator

Northwest Meeting, Dec. 14
Hello, Everyone. Our December meeting for the Northwest
Region will be held on Saturday 14th at the home of Rex and
Mary Ellen Anderson. We have had our December meeting
at their house longer than I’ve been regional coordinator, and
even though Rex passed away this year, Mary Ellen is going to
host our meeting.
This is our Christmas meeting, and we’re going to have a
tong-making workshop.
Everyone will be given a pair of tong blanks to be completed
into the kind of jaw shape you desire. For anyone looking for
a little more challenge, we’ll have “no tong” tong blanks. If you
have a favorite pair of tongs, bring them to show us and tell us
why.
For the meal, John Boy or Kieran will cook something on
the grill, and we should bring sides and desserts.
The meeting starts at 9 a.m. and we stop for the “Iron in the
Hat” raffle at 11:45 a.m. Don’t forget to bring something. We’re
still giving seven free tickets for your handmade items.
When we have our prayer before the meal, we’re going to
have a brief memorial for Rex.

— John Pfund, NW Coordinator
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Calendar of Events
North NE Region
The North NE Region has been fairly quiet since the
excitement of the annual conference.
When we worked to establish our sub-regional group last
year, one of our main driving principles was that we would
move between shops and not maintain a single location.
In principle, this makes it more convenient as meetings
are sometimes close, and sometimes further away. It also
allows us to see a variety of shop types and setups, which is
always helpful, regardless of skill level.
A challenge is that we don’t have a consistent meeting
location we can rely on, and we are wholly dependent
someone to volunteer their location for a meeting. We’re extremely grateful for all of our past hosts and venues, but to
be successful in the upcoming season, we are seeking new
meeting sites for our upcoming bimonthly schedule.
If you would like to host or provide a venue for a meeting, please contact me. I would also love to hear feedback
on projects or content you would like to see at upcoming
meetings, so please reach out with any suggestions you
might have.
In response to previous input, I will try to program in
some “hammer in” type events in off months, possibly starting in December, so keep an eye out for those announcements. We do need venues for those hammer ins, so please
contact me if you are interested in hosting.
The North NE Region Meeting dates are as follows: Jan4623 June
Ryals Rd
- Google
uary 18th, March 21st, May 16th,
27th
(JuneMaps
is on 4th
weekend due to scheduling conflicts).
Join our regional FB group for the most
4623
Ryals Rd
up-to-date meeting information:
www.facebook.com/groups/FABA.NE/

Far West Region
The Far West monthly “Hammer in” will be held at
Traditions Workshop (418 Green Acres Road, Fort Walton Beach) on Nov. 23 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
We will be discussing, demonstrating and showing off
projects we learned to make at Ocala. We will also have a
presentation and proposal on making a shop-built pneumatic power hammer.
The 23rd of November will be our last FABA Far West
Region event for 2019. It is a great opportunity to meet
other blacksmiths in the region to share stories, tips and
techniques.
FABA Far West will start the year by holding our
January, February and March meetings at Traditions
Workshop. Far West meetings are held on the fourth
Saturday each month, starting at 9 a.m. and running to 2
p,m. Lunch is provided if you sign 11/14/2019
up in advance on the
Panhandle Blacksmithing Facebook page: www.facebook.
com/groups/161908771197079/
Our spring sessions will focus on the FABA educational standards necessary to move you up from “apprentice”
and earn your FABA journeyman certificate.

— Ben Thompson, North NE Coordinator

— David Sandlin, Far West Coordinator

Southwest Meeting, Dec. 7
The next Southwest meeting will be held on Saturday, Dec. 7th. It
is time for us to travel closer to our northern members. The meeting will be held at Robert Graber’s home in Zephyrhills northeast
of Tampa.
At this meeting, we will demonstrate how to make scrolls and
then open the forges for guided practice for our beginner members. We will also dedicate an open forge for the use of our more
experienced members who want to work together on more advanced projects.
As Robert is a new member, I’m sure he would appreciate the
SW tradition of us all bringing a donation tool to help get him going. Please also bring something for the pot luck lunch and an item
for Iron in the Hat. Robert’s address is 4623 Ryals Road,
Zephyrhills, FL 33541.

— Tony Fenn, SW Coordinator
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FABA 2019 Conference Report

FABA Conference makes good first impression
By David Sandlin, Far West Coordinator
Although I am not new to blacksmithing I am new to
blacksmithing conferences. My first conference was this
year’s Southern Blacksmithing Conference in Madison, GA,
and this past month was my first FABA conference.
What to think? I felt like a kid in a candy store with a
pocket full of change!
I never realized how much one could learn in a weekend.
I’ve always valued classes and have been more than willing to
pay for Folk Schools to keep my skills sharp, but a conference
is a whole new level of learning.
Instead on working with one
instructor on a specific project, we
benefited from multiple instructors
and a myriad of projects. My notebook is filled with ideas!
Listening to each of our four
demonstrators was a real treat, but
when José “Pep” Gómez handed
out his syllabus on the process for
making Damascus steel, that took
the whole idea of demonstrating up a
notch. It is hard to put into words the
generosity of a smith who is willing
to give and instruct on his 12-hour
metal working syllabus
just because you attended
a conference.
Between my son and
myself, we attended four
hands-on workshops
plus a leather working
class. Again, professional
instruction, great projects and super points of
contact who are more
than willing to continue
passing on the flame from the hearth of the forge to those of
us who were “students” this time around. Lasting friendships
are developed at conferences like this.
I should also say something about the vendors/tail gate
sales. This was an opportunity to purchase tools and products
that you might not be able to find in your local area. So if you
were not lucky enough to win the item you were looking for
during “iron in the hat” or got outbid for the trip hammer
you always wanted, at least the vendors and tailgate sales give
you one more chance!
My son and I were fortunate this year to be able to attend
with few obligations, but it is obvious that volunteers make
these conferences possible. Next year I’m sure we will be on
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Christopher Sandlin in Ocala at his first blacksmithing conference.

the front lines helping with much more than setup and tear
down. But this year we got to stand back and watch.
How can we possibly thank all the people who did the
hard work behind the scenes? When we arrived, we had a
FABA generator in our trailer that had never been used, never even had oil or fuel in it, yet on Friday morning it was set
up and running. Are there gnomes at the conference?
Things like this were magically happening all over. The
ice chests always had cold water bottles, even though I never
saw them being filled – again, it just happened because some
unnamed but dedicated volunteer made it happen.
Same goes with our flawless registration process, our
superb evening dinner, the auction (somebody had to get
all that equipment to our venue), the open forge tent, camp
smithy … the list is endless.
I know that Sylvia Andrassy gets a lot of credit as the program chair for putting on this event, but I also want to thank
everyone on her team, because a successful conference like
this can only be done with a dedicated team of volunteers.
I’m proud to be part of this team.
So what about 2020? YES! Hope to see everyone again
next year.
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FABA News & Announcements
2019 FABA People’s Choice Award
The People’s Choice Award for the 2019 Florida Artist Blacksmith
Association was Mike Bettinger. Mike submitted an aluminum fish
with bottom foliage that is a beautiful piece of art to look at. He is
commended for his skill and craftsmanship, which enabled him to
create a wonderful piece of metal artwork.

— John Boy Watson, FABA President

Jerry Grice Scholarship application now open
Applications are open for the 2019 Jerry Grice scholarship. This scholarship was established to honor the memory of Jerry Grice, one of our charter members. Its purpose
is to further the craft of blacksmithing and is available to
any FABA member in good standing.
The award is limited to the actual cost or $1,000, whichever is lesser. It may be used for materials, tuition, lodging
and transportation (paid at the rate of 43.2 cents per mile
or the cost of public transportation, whichever is lesser). A
letter of application or a detailed email may be submitted
provided the applicant answers the following questions:
1. What is your name, address and phone number?
2. How much experience in blacksmithing do you have?
3. How will this instruction help you with your blacksmithing craft?
4. What is the name of the school you wish to attend?
5. What is the name of the course and name of the instructor teaching the class?
6. What costs will be incurred (tuition, lodging, transportation, etc.)?
CLINKER BREAKER

Note: By accepting the
Jerry Grice Scholarship the
applicant agrees to provide
a demonstration of skills
learned and write a report
of the experience, including “how-to” for the Clinker Breaker. Strongly suggested (but not required)
is that an item be made
using the new knowledge
and be offered for auction at the Annual meeting.
Completed letters of application or emails should be
sent to John Butler, Chair, FABA Scholarship Committee,
777 Tyre Road, Havana, FL 32333 or jgbutler@sprintmail.
com. Deadline for receipt is December 31, 2019.
Three finalists will be recommended to the Board. The decision of the Board shall be final. The successful applicant
will be notified.
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Florida Artist Blacksmith Association
Doug Hayes, Treasurer
4255 US-1 S. Suite 18 #329
St. Augustine, FL 32086
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FABA Officers
President
Vice President		
Treasurer		
Secretary		
Past President		
Program Chair		
Trustee NW		
Trustee NE		
Trustee SE		
Trustee SW		
Editor			
WebMaster		

John Watson
850-421-8005
Mark Stone		
850-339-6010		
Doug Hayes		
910-330-7601		
Tia Kitchen		
561-666-7266		
Jerry Wolfe		
941-355-5615		
vacant
Ron Childers		
850-556-8403		
vacant
Ralph Nettles		
561-906-2827		
Trez Cole		
941-650-1068		
Jennifer Jhon		
954-328-6704		
Clay Schock					

circlejbar@gmail.com
markham62@comcast.net
djhayes29@hotmail.com
registrar@blacksmithing.org
wolfeforge@hotmail.com
Ron@munlaw.net
ralphnettles@msn.com
nokomisforge@hotmail.com
editor@blacksmithing.org
web@blacksmithing.org

FABA Membership Application: Membership begins when your application and $30 membership fee is received.

Membership is per family and lasts one year. Use your credit card to join or renew your FABA Membership via Paypal by going to
blacksmithing.org/membership/join and clicking through the Paypal button. You do not need
to have a Paypal account to use this feature. OR send the below application and your check to “FABA” for $30 to: FABA
Doug Hayes, Treasurer
NAME
4255 US-1 S. Suite 18 #329
FAMILY MEMBERS
St. Augustine, FL 32086
ADDRESS
CITY
ZIP
PHONE
CELL
EMAIL
DATE
NEW
RENEWAL
I want B&W Newsletter by mail
OR Color Newsletter by Email

