DECEMBER, 2018

Florida Artist Blacksmith Association

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Welcome to the
President’s Corner
The 2018 Florida Artist Blacksmith
Association’s annual conference is
now behind us and the planning for
the 2019 conference is now starting.
This years’ conference had excellent
attendance and many inspiring moments to be treasured
for years to come.
Within the conference activities there are a number of
events I need to share with the full membership as we
collectively move forward:
Antony Fenn of Sarasota committed to be the
Southwest Regional Coordinator. This is to start as soon
as he can get his feet on the ground and develop a plan of
action. It has been a year since we have had a designated
coordinator in this region and I thank him for stepping
forward with this challenge.
FABA recognized the contributions of Steve
Estenson for his work as Regional Coordinator for the
Northeast Region and David Reddy for his 6 years as a
Board Member and Editor of the Clinker Breaker. Danny
Schul, Kieran Fry, and Jerome Field earned their
Journeyman certificates. The Peoples Choice Award
from the Gallery was given to Eddy Rainey for the
Wrought Iron Lock he submitted.
The highest award our organization can issue is an
Honorary PhD. This award is issued to an individual who
has demonstrated a total commitment to the art of
blacksmithing along with a commitment to the
organization and its principal to pass it on. This year the
Honorary PhD was presented to Billy Christie who
has demonstrated, by his life commitment, his life’s’
desire to pass it on.
At our Board Meeting, Jennifer Jhon, our newly
elected Editor was able to attend which showed her
commitment to proceed with the transition of Editor. I

Established May 18, 1985

thank her for her commitment to this organization along
with the talents she holds.
We had two other issues of importance brought
forward at the meeting and they need to be highlighted:
The first was the extensive damage to the
Panhandle Pioneer Settlement in Blountstown from
Hurricane Michael. The Board voted to provide
$1,000 to the settlement and all board members also
contributed funds. This check was given to Willard
Smith. In addition, cash was collected from members
and visitors during the conference and these funds
were also given to Willard. Please consider giving your
time and treasure to this very worthy cause.
The Second issue is a Membership Management
Program that was recommended to the Board by Clay
Schock, FABA Webmaster. This issue will be brought up
again in our January Meeting for consideration and vote.

Think Safe and Be Safe,

John Boy Watson

(The Blacksmith Shop at The Panhandle
Pioneer Settlement in Blountstown)

Is that fire extinguisher any good? Is it time to recharge/replace?

FABA announces an upcoming
membership dues increase from
$25 per year to $30 per year
to begin 1-1-2019.
The increased dues will help cover the
increased expense of administering FABA
Specifically, they will cover:
- a paid bookkeeper to manage the financial
record keeping of the organization, to be
overseen by the Treasurer;
- Membership management software will be
subscribed to that will add members as they join,
send renewal notices, and send confirmation
notices when you join or renew.

For Sale
Blu Max 155
https://bigbluhammer.com/blu-max-155
With extra dies
6 Months old
In new condition
$8,000
A $2,000 saving
after freight
Can load the hammer

Additionally, software may be purchased to update
production of the Clinker Breaker, manage the
annual conference, and upgrade the website.

Ray Nager
Call 863-398-4995
metal8481@yahoo.com

Since it is difficult to find volunteers to deal with the
'behind the scenes' administrative duties of the
organization, these upgrades are necessary to
alleviate 'officer burnout.'

Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA)
is a not-for-profit organization chartered with the State of

Florida and is dedicated to promoting and expanding the
horizons of architectural, artistic and practical blacksmithing while preserving the rich heritage of this craft.
FABA Officers and members assume no responsibility or
liability for injuries or damage caused as a result of the
use of any information, materials, design, techniques, etc.
contained in this newsletter, our website,
http://www.blacksmithing.org, our Facebook Page or
provided at meetings or demonstrations.
Contributions to FABA are tax-deductible to the
extent provided by law. FABA publishes the Florida
Clinker Breaker monthly and FABA membership includes a
subscription. We solicit correspondence and unpaid article s
on any subjects related to FABA’s purposes. Send to:
editor@blacksmithing.org Materials submitted must be your
own work and citations of others must be clearly identified. By
submitting materials, you are allowing FABA to edit, print and
post them to FABA’s website. ABANA Chapter newsletters
may reprint non-copyrighted material, if it is credited to the
author and this newsletter. You need the publisher’s permission to reprint copyrighted material unless otherwise noted.

Table of Contents
1
2
2
2
3
4-5
6-7
8
9
10
11
12
13

President’s Message
Dues increase notice
For Sale
About FABA and Disclaimer
Calendar of Events
Regional Reports
Annual Meeting pictures
Andrew Molinaro Demonstration
Payne Anne Chason Demonstration
Walter Sorrells Demonstration
Jerry Grice Scholarship Form
FABA Officers and Membership
App.
Secret Santa (for you only!) The
Blacksmith Guild of the Potomac

CLINKER BREAKER, December, 2018 p2

Calendar of Events
The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community. The regions have no boundaries - everyone is welcome everywhere. Come to more
than one if you can. We hold regular meetings in each region on the following Saturdays of each month: NE-1st, NW-2nd, SE-3rd, SW-4th except for quarterly
Statewide meetings. The actual dates vary so check the schedule below. Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge. Prospective members are always
welcome. Come for all or any part of a meeting, bring your tools or just watch. Most meetings run from 9 AM to 4 PM and you’ll want to bring a bag lunch if
not otherwise noted. If you have any questions about meetings, please contact the Regional Coordinators:

Northeast Region
North Northeast Region
Northwest Region
Southeast Region
Southwest Region
Far West Region

Heinrich Hole
Ben Thompson
John Pfund
Shaun Williams
Antony Fenn
John Butler

386-848-6982
617-388-5695
850-528-3280
954-274-4119
617-320-4781
850-304-9021

N NE - No December Meeting

Far West - Check the FaceBook Page

NE - Dec 1. Steve & Dina Estenson’s
House, 38042 Cherry Lake Rd, Fruitland Park.
CR466

SE - Check the FaceBook Page

LADY
LAKE

I-75
120 Keystone
Lane

X

Rolling Acres Rd.

CR100

US 301

heinrich.faba@gmail.com
faba.northeast@gmail.com
johnwpfund@aol.com
chevaliervaliant@yahoo.com
ANTONY.FENN@gmail.com
jlbutl@gmail.com

US441

SW - Wade Chappell’s House,
6419 Hawkins Rd. Sarasota
I-75

Lake Ella Rd

44

Micro Racetrk Rd

44A

CR466A

Sarasota

SR-72
Wade
Chappell
6419
Hawkins Rd.

NW - Rex & MaryEllen Anderson’s
House, Monticello

X
Hawkins Rd.

I-75

Hummingbird Ave.

TPK

Clark Rd

REGIONAL REPORTS
NE - November Meeting
Jamboree landed on our monthly meeting for November
and we made our presence felt. With 3 demonstrators
going all the time and several of our members showing up
to visit, there was no lack of hammer swinging or hot
metal talk to enjoy.
Next meeting is the all important Christmas
gathering at Steve Estenson’s house on Dec. 1. He'll be
providing the main meal meats but will be relying on the
group to make it extra awsm by bringing sides and drinks
to compliment them. Also if you'd like to sit during the
meeting you'll be wanting to bring your own chair.
I look forward to seeing you all there and getting to
see what will surely be a fun and educational demo by
Steve. I have no doubt order of operations is going to be
paramount in his demo this month. Can't wait to see how
to work in such tight quarters.

The main event of
the day was David’s
demo of open die
forging on his 300 lb.
Chambersburg utility
hammer. It lasted until
Cya on the first Saturday of Dec.,
noon when everyone
enjoyed a pot luck lunch including lots of wonderful
Heinrich Hole
homemade goodies (shout out to Heidi Hansknecht
for her delicious baked mac & cheese).
NNE - November Meeting
In the afternoon, I gave a brief presentation on
The inaugural meeting for the North NE region
my experience at John C. Campbell as the Walt
was held from 9-4 on Saturday, Nov 3rd in
Anderson Scholarship recipient. I then demonstrated
Jacksonville and hosted by David Ponsler. It was a making a Seahorse using tools and techniques from
rousing success and really fun day! We had 31
the scholarship class. We set up open forges for
attendees, 6 of whom were there as guests to
those who wanted to get dirty. A number of folks
check out FABA before becoming members.
took advantage of the opportunity and made
Thank you to everyone who drove a significant
Seahorses or received one on one instruction for
distance to be there including contingents from the
special projects.
NW and SE regions. We collected $304 from an Iron
The meeting concluded at 4pm. I’d like to
in the Hat/Buck in the Bucket combo which worked
thank everyone who helped to make the inaugural
quite well. Many in attendance gave generously
meeting of the North NE region a success.
including lots of handmade items and three highly
Specifically our host David Ponsler, and the team
prized demo items made by David Ponsler.
who assisted with planning and setup including
Doug Hayes (NE Trustee) and Kirk Sullens
(Treasurer).
Make sure to mark your calendars for our
next meeting, January 19th at Leslie Tharp’s in
Gainesville. If you’re in the North NE region and
would like to host a meeting please reach out. For
up to date info become a member of the NE
Facebook group (search ͞FABA NE͟) or email me at
thompsoncrafted@gmail.com.

Thank you!
Ben Thompson
Coordinator, North NE Region
(Photo by Jayme McCloskey- Six Fish Forge)
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NW - Meeting

SW - December Meeting

The NorthWest region will meet at Rex and
MaryEllen Anderson’s House on Saturday, Dec. 8th.
The meeting starts at nine as usual and we’ll stop at
noon for lunch. Rex is going to cook a turkey and we
should bring Christmas Dinner type sides to go with it.
The theme of the meeting is “Quick and Easy Christmas
Gifts”. Try to come prepared to show off some ideas and
maybe do a short demonstration of how to do one! Same
things would be good for the Iron in the Hat raffle too!
Bob Stott had to cancel his usual hosting of the
January meeting due to Storm Damage! Too much to
clean up, repair and rebuild in time for the meeting. We’ll
check back in with him later in the year for another
chance to have a meeting at his place.
This gives us a chance to try out a new place to
hold meetings in this January 12th slot. We’re going
to try a place called “Aunt Louise’s Farm.” Also
we’re going to have a Second “Forged in Fire” type
contest at this meeting.
Speaking of the Contest, I don’t usually write
reviews of the meetings but in this case I feel
compelled to! As a Regional Coordinator, I get to make
up and try things at meetings (And I love it!), but nothing
happens unless the individual members get involved.
The November 10th meeting at Bill Adams’s was
an excellent example of success in this way. Thank
you to Bill Adams for hosting and cooking our meal
and John Butler for setting up all the equipment for
the contest. Thank you Everyone for participating in
the contest!
With a sign-in of about 26 people, we had 9 knives
completed for the contest. Sam Jones made two of
them,(he is part of the hosting family at Aunt Louise’s
Farm). Also we had a Father/Daughter team in Mike
and Gwendolen McGinnis and a Grandfather/
Grandson team in Billy Christie and Landon!
All the knives were so well done that we had to have
a group vote to pick the winner, Bryan Kelley, who’s
first place prize was a Hearty round of Applause, which
was really for all of us, because we all did great!
In the next contest in January, all of the knives will
automatically be included in the Iron in the Hat raffle and
the winner will be determined by the number of tickets
trying to win it. Also whoever actually wins the knife in
the Raffle gets to decide if they want to enter it in the
testing after lunch! So much fun! Thanks again to
Everyone for getting involved, it’s the only way it can
happen.

The Southwest meeting will be on Saturday,
December 8th, at 9 am at Wade Chappell's workshop,
which is just east of I-75 and Sarasota at 6419
Hawkins Rd. Sarasota 34241 Phone: 941-400-9318
Trez Cole and Tony Fenn will demo creating a really
cool piece of artwork involving lots of hot cuts and forge
welding.
We will also get a chance to take a look at the new
FABA trailer for the SW and discuss plans for us all to
help equipping it with forges, anvil stands and tools.
As this is Wade's first time hosting a meeting, please
consider bringing a tool to contribute to his workshop.
As always, bring something for the buck in the bucket
and a potluck dish to share for lunch.
At the meeting, introduce yourself, to Tony Fenn,
our new SW Coordinator. He is looking for our next
meeting location for January. Please contact him if
you are up for hosting a meeting. If you've never
hosted a meeting, you don't need to have an elaborate
forge and everybody who comes is supposed to bring
you a tool!

Hope to see you there!
John Pfund

Antony Fenn

Florida Artist Blacksmith Association
Jerry Grice Scholarship
This scholarship was established to honor the memory of Jerry Grice, one of our charter members. Its purpose is to
further the craft of blacksmithing and it is available to any FABA member in good standing. The award is limited to
the actual cost or $1000, whichever is lesser. It may be used for materials, tuition, lodging and transportation (paid at
the rate of 43.2 cents per mile or the actual cost of public transportation, whichever is lesser).
A letter of application or a detailed email may be submitted provided the applicant answers the following questions:
1.

What is your name, address and phone number? ___________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________

2.

How much experience in blacksmithing do you have? _______________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________

3.

How will this instruction help you with your blacksmithing craft? _____________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________

4.

What is the name of the school you wish to attend? _________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________

5.

What is the name of the course and the name of the instructor teaching the class? _________________
___________________________________________________________________________________

6.

What costs will be incurred (tuition, lodging, transportation, etc.)? _____________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________

Note: By accepting the Jerry Grice Scholarship the applicant agrees to provide a demonstration of skills learned and
write a report of the learning experience, including “how-to” for publication in the Clinker Breaker. The next item is
not required, but strongly suggested, that an article made by the new knowledge be offered for auction at the Annual
meeting.
Completed letters of application or emails should be sent to John Butler, Chair, FABA Scholarship Committee, 777
Tyre Road, Havana, FL 32333 or jgbutler@sprintmail.com.
Deadline for receipt is December 31. Three finalists will be recommended to the Board. The decision of the Board
shall be final. The successful applicant will be notified.
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Kirk Sullens, Membership
18848 US Hwy 441
#180
Mount Dora, FL 32757
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FABA Officers
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Program Chair
Past President
Trustee NE
Trustee NW
Trustee SE
Trustee SW
Editor

John Watson
Mark Stone
Kirk Sullens
Tia Kitchen
Sylvia Andrassy
Jerry Wolfe
Doug Hayes
Ron Childers
Ralph Nettles
Trez Cole
David Reddy

WebMaster

Clay Schock

850-421-8005
850-339-6010
352-357-7221
561-757-1337
941-355-5615
910-330-7601
850-556-8403
561-906-2827
941-650-1068
813-875-2098

Circlejbar3@gmail.com
markham62@comcast.net

treasurer@blacksmithing.org
registrar@blacksmithing.org
Sylvia.Andrassy@gmail.com
wolfeforge@hotmail.com
djhayes29@hotmail.com
Ron@munlaw.net
ralphnettles@msn.com
nokomisforge@hotmail.com
editor@blacksmithing.org
web@blacksmithing.org

FABA Membership Application:

Membership begins when your application and $25 membership fee is received.
Membership is per family and lasts one year. Use your credit card to join or renew your FABA Membership via Paypal by going
to: blacksmithing.org/membership/join/ and clicking through the Paypal button. You do not need to have a Paypal account to
use this feature. OR send the below application and your check to “FABA” for $25 to: Kirk Sullens
Name _______________________________________________________
Family Members ______________________________________________

FABA Treasurer
18848 US Hwy 441, #180
Mount Dora, FL 32757

Address _______________________________________________ City ________________________ ST ____ Zip _________
Phone ___________________ Cell ____________________ Email ________________________________________________
Date ____________ New ____ Renewal ____ I want B&W Newsletter by Mail ____

OR Color Newsletter by Email____

Any fees incurred by returned checks will be passed back to the member.

The Blacksmiths’ Guild of the Potomac, Inc.

4 November/December 2014
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