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Florida Artist Blacksmith Association

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Welcome to the
President’s Corner

Established May 18, 1985

Finally, there is the fellowship of a group who share our
interest and values. It doesn’t get any better than that.
The conference is for you.

I look forward to seeing you at the conference,
The Florida Artist Blacksmith
Association Annual Conference is
upon us and I hope you are planning
to attend. The stage has been set, the
players are in place and the show is
about to begin. This year Program Chair Sylvia
Andrasssy is bringing in three wonderful demonstrators
who are well seasoned and sure to provide us with 3 days
of wonderful and enlightening skills to engage every fiber
of our blacksmithing thinking. But there is much more to
this production and I will try to hit the highlights.
The first item I will try to address is the way
blacksmithing can change your life. With this in mind I
am going to highlight one couple, Shaun Williams and
Sylvia Andrassy. Shaun is the Regional Coordinator for
Southeast Florida and Sylvia is the Program Chair for
FABA. Blacksmithing is a central theme of their lives and
they are planning to get married in the upcoming year. (I
guess we could say their lives are forged in fire.)
The majority of our members are hobby blacksmiths,
but these two have stepped out to be full time
Blacksmiths. This is not a small undertaking when you
think of the time, effort, tools, talent, and money it takes
to jump into this type of business. My point here is if you
are thinking of making the jump at some point, it would
be good to develop a relationship with them to learn the
path. (As a personal note, I pray for them to have a
wonderful lifelong loving relationship along with a very
profitable business to provide them the means to sustain a
wonderful lifestyle.)
The second item is the opportunity to learn from
demonstrators and the classes for different levels to
challenge both young and old. Even if you missed signing
up for a class, you can learn a lot from watching.
The third is the amazing bargains in the auction and
finds in tailgate sales as we sell our junk to become the
treasure of the next owner.

John Boy Watson
Left handed blacksmiths rule

Fabaconference.org

What are you making to donate to the Auction this year?

FABA announces an upcoming
membership dues increase from
$25 per year to $30 per year
to begin 1-1-2019.
The increased dues will help cover the
increased expense of administering FABA
Specifically, they will cover:
- a paid bookkeeper to manage the financial
record keeping of the organization, to be
overseen by the Treasurer;
- Membership management software will be
subscribed to that will add members as they join,
send renewal notices, and send confirmation
notices when you join or renew.
Additionally, software may be purchased to update
production of the Clinker Breaker, manage the
annual conference, and upgrade the website.

Note from the Editor
We have a new Clinker Breaker editor coming next year.
Jennifer Jhon will introduce herself then and we’ll talk more
about the transition. Right now I’d like to talk about member
articles. Member articles range in size from a paragraph and
2 pictures to 6 pages. They cover just about anything in
blacksmithing. You should write a member article. You’ll
probably do a really good job and Jennifer (Did I mention
Jennifer?) will really like it and will make sure you look
good. Send your article to editor@blacksmithing.org
Speaking of articles, I saw the article on pp 8-9 “Do you
really want to put Water on your Fire?” reprinted in
Arizona’s “Anvils Horn,” but it was missing its last 2 pages!
Originally published in the Appalachian Area Blacksmiths
Newsletter in 2005, I wondered if it had been picked up by
the Clinker Breaker at the time(we share). Why yes it was!
Thanks Steve Bloom.
Did you ever think college would be great, if they just
taught something you were interested in? Check out the
information on page 9 about the American College of the
Building Arts in Charleston, SC. Maybe they do.

Since it is difficult to find volunteers to deal with the
'behind the scenes' administrative duties of the
organization, these upgrades are necessary to
alleviate 'officer burnout.'

See you in Ocala,
David Reddy

Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA)
is a not-for-profit organization chartered with the State of

Florida and is dedicated to promoting and expanding the
horizons of architectural, artistic and practical blacksmithing while preserving the rich heritage of this craft.
FABA Officers and members assume no responsibility or
liability for injuries or damage caused as a result of the
use of any information, materials, design, techniques, etc.
contained in this newsletter, our website,
http://www.blacksmithing.org, our Facebook Page or
provided at meetings or demonstrations.
Contributions to FABA are tax-deductible to the
extent provided by law. FABA publishes the Florida
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Calendar of Events
The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community. The regions have no boundaries - everyone is welcome everywhere. Come to more
than one if you can. We hold regular meetings in each region on the following Saturdays of each month: NE-1st, NW-2nd, SE-3rd, SW-4th except for quarterly
Statewide meetings. The actual dates vary so check the schedule below. Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge. Prospective members are always
welcome. Come for all or any part of a meeting, bring your tools or just watch. Most meetings run from 9 AM to 4 PM and you’ll want to bring a bag lunch if
not otherwise noted. If you have any questions about meetings, please contact the Regional Coordinators:

Northeast Region
North Northeast Region
Northwest Region
Southeast Region
Southwest Region
Far West Region

Heinrich Hole
Ben Thompson
John Pfund
Shaun Williams

386-848-6982
617-388-5695
850-528-3280
954-274-4119

heinrich.faba@gmail.com
faba.northeast@gmail.com
johnwpfund@aol.com
chevaliervaliant@yahoo.com

John Butler

850-304-9021

jlbutl@gmail.com

N NE - Nov 3, David Ponsler’s Shop
1041 Mcduff Ave S, Jacksonville, Florida 32205 RSVP to

I-10

Mcduff Ave S

faba.northeast@gmail.com or call 617.388.5695 to guarantee
your space on the inside of the shop for David’s demo by Oct 26
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SW - No November Meeting.
Happy Thanksgiving!

Far West - TBA

Ponsler Metal
1041 Mcduff Ave. S.

SE - Nov 17, 9-5 Metalworking Merit
Mcduff Ave S
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NE - No November Meeting.
See you at the Barberville
Jamboree Nov. 3!

NW - Nov 10, Bill Adams Shop

Badge, Tanah Keeta Boy Scout Res.,
Ralph Nettles 561-906-2827

REGIONAL REPORTS
SW - November Meeting
The SW will not have a meeting in November. Look for
a Christmas Meeting in early December.

Happy Thanksgiving!
David Reddy
NE Region News
NE - Meeting
What a great meeting we had at the Pioneer
Settlement in Barberville in October. The demonstration
was a total success as the crowd and I, the demonstrator,
got to learn a new upsetting technique that Steve Estenson
showed me with a drawing on the anvil. We both upset a
rod with and without chamfering and I now highly
recommend chamfering the end of a rod you plan to upset.
Chamfering directs the force of
your hammer blows up the center
of the rod, upsetting it nice and
evenly rather than just widening it
at the base.
It’s amazing how a simple
drawing on the face of an anvil
can change how you do things for the rest of your life. I
will never go back to upsetting without chamfering unless
I specifically want it to upset in a pyramid shape.
The November 3rd meeting at the settlement is
canceled due to Jamboree but that doesn't mean you guys
can't show up anyway to see us demonstrating for the
public and get in some good chat. The next official
meeting will be on December 1st at Steve Estenson’s
house. You'll want to be there as the Christmas meeting
always has the best items for Iron in the Hat and I'm sure
Steve will have lined up an awesome demonstration for us.

Are you ready to learn?
Cya next meeting,

Heinrich Hole
NNE - Meeting
Join us on Saturday, November 3rd from 9am – 4pm,
for a unique opportunity as David Ponsler opens his
Jacksonville shop to FABA members and guests. This
event will be the inaugural meeting of the newly
formed N. Northeast Region. The day will include a
shop tour, demonstrations and open forge time and should

have something for everyone from the beginner to
advanced smith.
The highlight of the day will most certainly be David’s
morning demonstration where he will run his 300 lb.
Chambersburg hammer through its paces (so arrive early).
However, there will be much on tap throughout the day
including: open forge(s), buck-in-the-bucket and an
afternoon demo and workshop by Ben Thompson,
recipient of the Walt Anderson scholarship.
Everyone is encouraged to attend regardless of
experience level or regional affiliation. This meeting will
be well worth the trip from surrounding regions. Consider
bringing someone new or who may be considering
becoming a FABA member.

Photo credits: David Ponsler and Joe Karably
About David: Jacksonville native, David Ponsler, has
over 40 years experience as an artist-blacksmith. He
describes himself as self-taught, but gained 25 years of
real world experience working in his father’s shop. David
joined Wonderland Products, Inc. in his early teens and
worked his way up from labor to master craftsman and
ultimately director of design and marketing.
Founded in 1950 by Robert L. Ponsler, Sr.,
Wonderland Products is now in its third generation as a
family owned and operated business. Wonderland focuses
on custom architectural commissions working exclusively
in the high end residential market.
Craftsmen at Wonderland are well versed in all
cultural styles (French, Italian, German, etc.) and can
accurately portray period ironwork (Gothic, Renaissance,
Nouveau, etc.) through proper design, techniques, and
materials. In addition to iron, they are also able to work in
stainless steel, bronze and monel. Every design is an
original and every piece is hand-made and one of a kind.
Today, David maintains his own studio, Ponsler Metal,
Inc. in what used to be an old police precinct and jail. He
continues to produce commissioned work and functional
objects but is giving increased emphasis on his sculptural
work. The process for his sculptures is quite different than
the carefully planned nature of architectural commissions.
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A hallmark of David’s sculpture is spontaneity with
which he is able to achieve remarkable fluidity of line
and formal elegance.
Address: 1041 Mcduff Ave S, Jacksonville, Florida
32205 You must RSVP in order to guarantee your space
on the inside of the shop for David’s demonstration. For
more information or to RSVP please email
faba.northeast@gmail.com or call Ben Thompson at
617.388.5695 by October 26th, 2018.
If you would like to know more about David’s process
please watch this film portrait by filmmaker Joe Karably
- David Ponsler: The Trials & The Burns
https://vimeo.com/107666492

Ben Thompson
NW - Meeting

Sylvia and I will be arriving early to help complete the
final arrangements and setup so we can ensure everyone
has a fabulous time. We can’t wait to see all of our old
friends and to make some new friends this time around.
Due to the statewide conference, there will be no
October SE Region meeting. For our November SE
Region meeting, we will be teaching the Blacksmithing
portion of the Metal Working Merit Badge at Tanah
Keeta Boy Scout Reservation from 9 am to 5 pm on
November 17th. As Sylvia and I will be in Europe that
week, Ralph Nettles and Sarah Walker will be leading
this event. Anyone interested in volunteering should
reach out to SE Region Trustee Ralph Nettles.
Upcoming Events: We’ve added several new and
exciting classes to the curriculum offered at my shop,
including ceramics, leatherwork, jewelry and glasswork.
Please check out our new website created by our very
own Sylvia Andrassy at www.guildfl.com for a complete
list of our classes and scheduled times.

Hello Everyone. Greetings from the Northwest Region.
The SE Region is on Facebook. Request an invite at
Our November meeting will be held on Saturday, the Florida Artist Blacksmith Association Southeast Region.
10th, at Bill Adams house and shop. We’re going to
I look forward to hearing from all of you.
hold a Forged in Fire type competition making a
railroad spike knife!
Shaun Williams
The contest starts when the meeting does, at nine, and
is open to anyone who wants to participate. You start
with a standard railroad spike and have until we stop for
lunch to finish it. First prize to the one that looks the best.
After lunch we will have the oak wood chop and the
tomato slice to determine the real winner!
Bill is going to cook the main dish. We should bring
sides and desserts. Don’t forget to bring something for
the Iron in the Hat and bring an example of a RR spike
knife, if you have one, so we can use it for inspiration. It
should be a lot of fun! December meeting at Rex
Anderson’s. January at Bob Stott’s. If we like this
Forged in Fire type contest, we might have another
one, more advanced, at Bob Stott’s.

Hope to see you there!
John Pfund

SE - Meeting
Hello everyone and welcome back to another beguiling
report as to the momentous goings on in the Southeast
Region
I hope everyone is enjoying the beginning of
cooler weather. Although here in steamy S Florida we
didn’t let the summer heat prevent us from having some
amazing SE Region meetings, it is good to finally be able
to breath while forging….LOL.
I’m sure everyone is tremendously excited about the
upcoming statewide conference in just two weeks!!!

(It was an incredible
honor to have been
allowed to do a small
part in the making of
this amazing piece of
work: Stargate, by
Claudio Bottero. Shaun Williams)

As the Conference is fast approaching I’m sure everyone is
getting excited! I hope accommodations have been booked. The
lucky ones signed up for some classes. You marked your
calendars for the membership meeting, saved your dollars for
our vendors, tailgate sales, Iron in the hat and bringing an extra
checkbook for a treasure-filled auction! Our Demonstrators are
ready to show you something you haven’t seen (or at least not in
a while) and hopefully all of you will find something to enjoy
this weekend! Whether just by watching, learning, making new
friends, actively participating or teaching others, I certainly hope
all of us will go home filled with memories and inspiration to
last for a year.
Lots of you have been asking for Family-Activities to keep your
Non-Blacksmithing Family Members engaged and entertained
while you’re busy hammering-away…
Allow me to give you a glimpse of what we have been planning
and plotting in the extended Family Area
Throughout each day we’ll have different artists demonstrate and or teach pop-up workshops, or lead group
activities in the family area tents. Demonstrations and most Activities will be free. Workshops will have a nominal
fee between $5 -$25 payable on site to the instructor directly (spots will be available on a first come first serve
basis) The exact schedule and fees will be published on the activities board at the registration tent daily.

Highlights:
Rick Bosanquet – Flint Knapper Demonstrator
Ki Harrison & Bunny Overbay – Leather & Jewelry
Workshops for beginners
Shiloh Thomas – Introduction to Crochet Workshops
Ed Aaron – How to Upcycle your old silverware
Henry Johnson – Small-scale Resin-Art
Jordan Borstelmann – Knife-testing field and heat
treating discussion forum
… and a couple more fun activities are in the works..
It’s not too late to make a forged belt buckle for the
trade item exchange!! You can do it! Your skill level
doesn’t matter. What matters is participation

(I hope you and yours are safe. If you are safe,
I hope you’ll take the opportunity to reach out
to somebody who wasn’t so lucky. And would
somebody get a blacksmith to fix this cell
tower?) The editor

Florida Artist Blacksmith Association
Jerry Grice Scholarship
This scholarship was established to honor the memory of Jerry Grice, one of our charter members. Its purpose is to further the
craft of blacksmithing and is available to any FABA member in good standing. The award is limited to the actual cost or $1000,
whichever is lesser. It may be used for materials, tuition, lodging and transportation (paid at the rate of 43.2 cents per mile or the
actual cost of public transportation, whichever is lesser).
A letter of application or a detailed email may be submitted provided the applicant answers the following questions:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

What is your name, address and phone number?
How much experience in blacksmithing do you have?
How will this instruction help you with your blacksmithing craft?
What is the name of the school you wish to attend?
What is the name of the course and the name of the instructor teaching the class?
What costs will be incurred (tuition, lodging, transportation, etc.)?

Note: By accepting the Jerry Grice Scholarship the applicant agrees to provide a demonstration of skills learned and write a
report of the learning experience, including “how-to” for publication in the Clinker Breaker. The next item is not required but
strongly suggested that an item be made by the new knowledge and be offered for auction at the Annual meeting.
Completed letters of application or emails should be sent to John Butler, Chair, FABA Scholarship Committee, 777 Tyre Road,
Havana, FL 32333 or jgbutler@sprintmail.com.
Deadline for receipt is December 31. Three finalists will be recommended to the Board. The decision of the Board shall be final.
The successful applicant will be notified.

Located in Charleston, South
Carolina, The American College of
the Building Arts (ACBA) offers a
four-year undergraduate degree
program in blacksmithing and
other building related arts.
The smithing program is based
around traditional hand forging
skills and combining them with
modern methods and tools. All
students start out working in a coal

forge and at the anvil and then
move on to working iron under
the power hammers and using
modern welding. There is an
emphasis on learning where our
contemporary design and technical
skills come from. Students work
in a range of historic styles,
designing and producing pieces
within each style and using the
techniques of that era.

PBS show This Old House filming in the iron shop

Nearly all-graduating smiths go on
to employment in the iron trade.
Some have now begun their own
businesses. Some work in shops
that specialize in historic iron
interpretation in places like
Williamsburg and Paris. Students
are required to work in iron shops
during the summer break and
many build relationships with
those shops that lead to
employment upon graduation.
There is a growing demand for

Each semester students take on a
real-world project in which they
work with clients to design, build,
and install ironwork. In their last
semester each student does a
Capstone project that is the
culmination of their work in the
forge. Recent examples have
ranged from free-form
contemporary to traditional
recreations in wrought iron.

Professor Rick Guthrie teaching Freshmen

skilled smiths and employers are
learning that ACBA graduates are
valuable employees. ACBA is
dedicated to training employment
ready artisans.
The current teaching staff includes:
· Rick Guthrie who has 26 years
of experience working in the
forge at Colonial Williamsburg
alongside Peter Ross and
independent production of
traditional iron pieces.

· Jack Brubaker who operated his
own shop, working with a team
of assistants, doing
contemporary production work,
design, and custom
commissions large and small.
· Addison De Lisle is a recent
MFA graduate of the
blacksmithing program at
Southern Illinois University and
spent a year smithing in France
with the Coubertain.

For more information, visit www.acba.edu
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FABA Membership Application:

Membership begins when your application and $25 membership fee is received.
Membership is per family and lasts one year. Use your credit card to join or renew your FABA Membership via Paypal by going
to: blacksmithing.org/membership/join/ and clicking through the Paypal button. You do not need to have a Paypal account to
use this feature. OR send the below application and your check to “FABA” for $25 to: Kirk Sullens
Name _______________________________________________________
Family Members ______________________________________________

FABA Treasurer
18848 US Hwy 441, #180
Mount Dora, FL 32757

Address _______________________________________________ City ________________________ ST ____ Zip _________
Phone ___________________ Cell ____________________ Email ________________________________________________
Date ____________ New ____ Renewal ____ I want B&W Newsletter by Mail ____

OR Color Newsletter by Email____

Any fees incurred by returned checks will be passed back to the member.

