AUGUST, 2018

Florida Artist Blacksmith Association

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Welcome to the
President’s Corner
We have had a number of our
fellowship pass this year and I feel
compelled to mention again the need
for estate planning. Most of us have a
lot of our hard earned money tied up in
tools: hammers; anvils; forges; gas
tanks; grinders; power tools including a power hammer, and all
the other things we use in our trade. It is in your best interest to
make plans now, for none of us wake in the morning and know
that this is the last day of our life. When that time comes, a
good plan, or even a bad plan, explaining your directives is
needed to keep your large investment from the scrap yard.
Estate planning should be part of your final directives. Be
smart and plan ahead for everyone’s best interest.
Another item I thought I had in last month’s Clinker
Breaker and failed to publish: The Board decided to put the
$10 dues increase off till January, 2019, and publish notice
of the increase through the months of October, November
and December. If any of you have input on this issue please
send me an email of your point or points of this issue and I
will bring them up at our Board meetings. I know this is an
issue of hard ship with some but the cost of our business side
and its associated insurance is going to be increasing. We
collectively have to absorb these costs because our strength is
in our numbers. I apologize for not bringing this forward last
month.
Conference registration is moving forward and I am told
some of the classes have sold out as of this writing. Sylvia has
produced an outstanding agenda along with first class
demonstrators. Your support is shown with the strong
registration numbers. Please, make your plans to attend the
2018 FABA conference in Ocala. This will be another
outstanding conference and I look forward to seeing and
speaking with each of you.
If you see a new face, do not be shy, step up and introduce
yourself and welcome them with a good hand shake and
conversation.

Established May 18, 1985

Dear FABA Members,
It is time for Elections in 5 of our offices.
These offices are as follows:
Treasurer ______________________________
Newsletter Editor _______________________
Program Chairperson ___________________
Northeast Trustee _______________________
Southeast Trustee _______________________
If you would like to be a candidate in the upcoming
election, please do one of the following:
#1. Send this form back to me with your name written
on the line next to the office for which you wish to be
considered as a candidate. Tia Kitchen, FABA
Secretary PO Box 542414, Greenacres, FL 33454
#2. Email me with your intention to run and the office
for which you wish to be considered as a candidate.
secretary@blacksmithing.org
To give us adequate time to create ballots and get
them sent out, we ask that you notify us of your intent
to run for an office by August 5th, 2018.
Ballots will be distributed in September, 2018.

Tia Kitchen
Secretary

Think Safe and be Safe,

John Boy Watson
What are you making to donate to the Auction this year?

Raymond Reynolds
November 21, 1950 - March 29, 2018

It is with a heavy and devastated heart that we announce Ray's unexpected
death. He loved being surrounded by his children and grandchildren and he
had that opportunity for the last several months, in Oregon. Ray was loved by
many for his kindness and his sense of humor. He was adored by his wife and
children for being an exceptionally wonderful husband and father.
Ray grew up in southern West Palm Beach, graduating from Forest Hill High School in 1970. Ray
retired from the City of West Palm Beach Water Treatment Plant after 35 years of service in 2008. He
was a member of Florida Artist Blacksmith Association.
In addition to his wife of 41 years, Anne, Ray is
survived by his son, Jonathan (Jennifer) and his
daughter, Allison (Jesse), his brother, Jim (Katherine),
six grandchildren, Ender, LilaAnne, Liam and Mila
Reynolds, Riley and Harper Stewart, sister-in-law, Jenny
Hollins, brother-in-law, Rory (Tara) Hollins, a bounty of
nieces and nephews, along with so many friends who
have loved him. A memorial gathering is planned for the
future to celebrate Ray's life.
Published in The Palm Beach Post on Apr. 4, 2018
Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA)
is a not-for-profit organization chartered with the State of

Florida and is dedicated to promoting and expanding the
horizons of architectural, artistic and practical blacksmithing while preserving the rich heritage of this craft.
FABA Officers and members assume no responsibility or
liability for injuries or damage caused as a result of the
use of any information, materials, design, techniques, etc.
contained in this newsletter, our website,
http://www.blacksmithing.org, our Facebook Page or
provided at meetings or demonstrations.
Contributions to FABA are tax-deductible to the
extent provided by law. FABA publishes the Florida
Clinker Breaker monthly and FABA membership includes a
subscription. We solicit correspondence and unpaid article s
on any subjects related to FABA’s purposes. Send to:
editor@blacksmithing.org Materials submitted must be your
own work and citations of others must be clearly identified. By
submitting materials, you are allowing FABA to edit, print and
post them to FABA’s website. ABANA Chapter newsletters
may reprint non-copyrighted material, if it is credited to the
author and this newsletter. You need the publisher’s permission to reprint copyrighted material unless otherwise noted.

Ray and Anne 1998)
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Calendar of Events
The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community. The regions have no boundaries - everyone is welcome everywhere. Come
to more than one if you can. We hold regular meetings in each region on the following Saturdays of each month: NE-1st, NW-2nd, SE-3rd, SW-4th
except for quarterly Statewide meetings. The actual dates vary so check the schedule below. Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge.
Prospective members are always welcome. Come for all or any part of a meeting, bring your tools or just watch. Most meetings run from 9 AM to 4 PM
and you’ll want to bring a bag lunch if not otherwise noted. If you have any questions about meetings, please contact the Regional Coordinators:

Northeast Region
Northwest Region
Southeast Region
Southwest Region
Far West Region

Steven Estenson
John Pfund
Shaun Williams

352-516-9545
850-528-3280
954-274-4119

steven@foxwoodforge.com;
johnwpfund@aol.com
chevaliervaliant@yahoo.com

John Butler

850-304-9021

jlbutl@gmail.com

NE - Aug 4, Pioneer Art Settlement,
Barberville, pioneersettlement.org

SE - Aug 18, 10 am-2 Dark Angel
Forge, Pompano Beach,
RSVP faba.southeast@gmail.com

NW - Aug 11, Pioneer Village in
Blountstown, panhandlepioneer.org

SW - Aug 25, Site To Be Determined.
Watch for email.
Meetings begin
at 9 am unless
otherwise noted

Far West - Aug 25, John
& Missy Butler’s, 4112
Bell Lane, Milton, FL
32571 (850) 304-9021

Bay
mbia
Esca

Meetings begin
at 9 am unless
otherwise noted

East Bay

REGIONAL REPORTS
FAR WEST - June Meeting
I think the extreme heat kept some of
folks away from our June, Far West
meeting as we only had 8 people
show up.
As usual, it was a mix of old and new
faces, and half of the attendees were a
family of four. They were so excited
they found us and were able to get
some hands-on experience, that they
left the meeting promising to go
home and join
FABA and
come back next month.
Our meeting started with John
Pfund demonstrating how to smelt
and cast aluminum into several
mauls and wedges for splitting
wood.
The forges were fired up shortly
after and folks were making S(Left handed blacksmiths rule) hooks or working on other
projects.. We do want to thank
Justin Carden for donating the firewood that we used to
fuel the large forge we used for smelting the aluminum.

August
Forecast:
August's meeting
will take place on
the 25th at
Butler’s
Countryside
Farms, 4112 Bell
Ln, Milton FL
32571. As usual,
we’ll be providing lunch, but feel free to bring a side
dish, desert, drink, etc. Contact John Butler at
jlbutl@gmail.com or (850) 304-9021 if you have any
questions.
In addition to the forging, Countryside Ceramics (also
at the farm) will be having a class on how to paint a
“Cobblestone Birdhouse”. The class is held at the
same time as the blacksmithing event, please contact
Missy Butler at (850) 736-4112 or (850) 291-2350 to
reserve a seat.

John Pfund writes:

The Northwest Region will
hold our August 11 Meeting in Blountstown at the
Panhandle Pioneer Settlement.
Blountstown is our farthest meeting to the west,
(About 60 miles west of Tallahassee), so I’m inviting all
of my new friends in the Far West Region to come and
meet all of my old friends in the Northwest Region.
We have Steve Lowery coming from Alabama to
demonstrate for us.
If you haven’t been to the Panhandle Pioneer
Settlement, you’re in for quite a treat. The settlement
has a beautiful blacksmith shop and a lot of other great
things from the area’s past: panhandlepioneer.org/

Thanks,
John Butler
SW - June Meeting
The SW Region met on June 23 at Austin Reale’s shop
in Pinellas Park. This was Austin’s first time hosting a
FABA SW meeting, but I hope it’s not his last. He has
a nice spacious shop in a light industrial park with
plenty of room for demonstrations. The industrial-size
fans didn’t hurt either on a really hot day!
We had 27 people in attendance, many of them first
timers at a SW meeting again thanks to Austin. Austin
demonstrated making a RR spike knife and everyone who
wanted to got a chance to hammer hot steel. We also met
Austin’s dad, Nick, who has a nice woodworking shop
there. I guess craftsmanship runs in the family.
Buck-in-the-Bucket raised $71 and a number of people
brought Austin tools to celebrate his first FABA meeting.
Watch your email for news of the August meeting.

The Far West Region is also invited to
the NW Region Meeting on August 11.
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David Reddy

REGIONAL REPORTS
NE - July Meeting
The meeting was back at Barberville. Heinrich Hole did
the first demo. He made one of his spring style hooks
from about nine feet of 1/4” round bar. He donated it to
the buck in the bucket. The next demo was Caleb Dee, he
made a leaf key ring holder also donated to the buck in
the bucket. We had 17 members visit, mostly because it
has been hot out, in case you have not noticed! The buck
in the bucket raised $30.00 for FABA.
On to other news: Heinrich Hole has volunteered
to be the new Northeast regional coordinator, pending
board approval. This will be after The October meeting.
Our next few meetings will be at Barberville. No one
has stepped up for the demo. Bring in something hand
forged for free tickets for the buck in the bucket. This
helps sell tickets, people will pay for things that you
make.

See you in August,
Steve Estenson
If possible please let the community know that Metal
Supermarkets just opened a warehouse here in
Orlando. They will be carrying in stock O-1, W-1,
4140, 4340, 1095 and 1080. They are also willing to
source any of the more exotic steels as well as
stainless.

Thank you
Sergio Cipriano

NW - August Meeting
The Northwest Region will hold our August 11
Meeting in Blountstown at the Panhandle Pioneer
Settlement. Blountstown is our farthest meeting to the
west, (About 60 miles west of Tallahassee), so I’m
inviting all of my new friends in the Far West Region
to come and meet all of my old friends in the
Northwest Region.
We have Steve Lowery coming from Alabama to
demonstrate for us.
I don’t have anyone arranged to cook a main course
for us, so I’m asking everyone to bring Pot Luck type
dishes to make our meal. I’ll be sure to bring sweet and
unsweetened tea and lots of bottled water. Don’t forget to
bring something for the Iron in the Hat raffle, I’m still
giving free tickets for handmade donations and pictures
that make it into the Clinker Breaker!

Hope to see you there!
John Pfund

SE - June Meeting
Hello everyone and welcome back to another exciting
edition of the FABA Clinker Breaker. Shaun Williams
with the Southeast Region reporting for duty:)
Summer is half over and it’s still way too hot to forge
even though we still do it every day. I hope everyone is
staying safe healthy and happy.
With the exception of helping Sylvia organize the
Statewide Conference and herding cats at The Guild,
things have been relatively quiet here in the SE Region.
Our June FABA meeting had about fifteen people in
attendance. I spent most of the meeting demonstrating
the step by step process of forging of a leaf from a piece
of 5/8” round bar and I made a wall hanging progression
display of the process for my shop. Most everyone
followed along practicing the process with me.
For the July 21st meeting (10AM-2PM at Dark
Angel Armory & Forge) our very own Sarah Walker
will be demonstrating forge welding chain links which
she had the opportunity to learn and practice at the
ABANA conference in Virginia earlier this month.
In preparation for the upcoming Conference and as
part of the July meeting Sylvia Andrassy & Tia Kitchen
will be hosting a volunteer orientation meeting
starting at 1 PM.. We’d like to encourage everyone
Statewide who’d like to help with the conference in any
shape and form (or just have ideas or suggestions) to
either attend or call in to say hi and get more information.
While I would LOVE to see all of you there, I know that
not everyone can make it. The meeting will be made
available via tele-conference. Please dial 1-800-7475150 to join the call, the access code for this meeting is
5756925.
Our August 18 SE Region meeting, will be 10 AM-2
PM at my shop: Dark Angel Armory & Forge at 205
NW 16th Street, Pompano Beach, FL 33060. PLEASE
RSVP IF YOU PLAN TO ATTEND via email
to faba.southeast@gmail.com
Please check out our new website created by our very
own Sylvia Andrassy at www.guildfl.com for a complete
list of our classes and scheduled times.
Just a reminder, I am administering a Facebook page for
the Southeast Region. I try to post helpful tutorials,
vendor information and other valuable blacksmithing
resources. Look us up and request an invite at
https://www.facebook.com/groups/183976715115520/
Florida Artist Blacksmith Association Southeast Region.
I look forward to hearing from all of you.

Shaun Williams
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2018 FABA Conference Schedule
Time

Location

Thursday
October 25

10AM

Paddock

SETUP

Friday
October 26

8AM-10AM
1030-1145
10AM-12PM

8AM-12PM

Blacksmithing
Experience
Family Activities

Activities Tent
Family Area
Demonstrator Tents

Guest Artist
Demos

Guest Artist Demos

Guest Artist
Workshops

Teaching Tent #1

Blacksmithing #1

Blacksmithing #1

Blacksmithing #5

Teaching Tent #2

Blacksmithing #2

Blacksmithing #3

Blacksmithing #3

Teaching Tent #3

Hammer Forging

Hammer Forging

Leatherworking Class

Teaching Tent #4

Open Forges

Open Forges

Blacksmithing #5

Iron in the Hat

Iron in the Hat

Lunch Break

1230-1PM

Paddock

1PM - 3PM

Family Area
Youth Teaching Tent

Youth Intro to
Blacksmithing

Family Area
Activities Tent

Family Activities

Teaching Tent #1

Guest Artist
Demos
Blacksmithing #1

Blacksmithing #4

Teaching Tent #2

Blacksmithing #2

Blacksmithing #2

Teaching Tent #3

Blacksmith’s knife

Traditional Joinery

Teaching Tent #4

Open Forges

Open Forges

Board Meeting

Membership Meeting,
Memorial,
Trade Item Exchange

5PM-6PM

Pavilion

530-630PM

Hospitality Tent
Hilton Lobby

6PM-7PM
Pavilion
630PM-7PM

Family Activities
Discussion Forums

Blacksmithing
Experience
Demonstrator Tents

1PM – 5PM

Early Check
in

Guest Artist Demos

Banquet Dinner
Dinner Break

Pavilion

Auction Preview

7PM-9PM
730PM-930PM

Sunday
October 28

Youth Intro to
Blacksmithing Class

Youth Teaching Tent
Family Area

12PM –1PM

1PM-2PM
2PM-4PM
330 – 445PM

Saturday
October 27

Teaching Tent #4

Forging Contests

Benefit Auction

2018 FABA Conference Schedule

Conference Closing
Break-Down

Demonstrators

Walter Sorrels has been making
knives and swords for well over a
decade. His primary interest is in
making blades that draw from the
Japanese tradition.
Walter’s interest in making
blades grew out of a long‐time
interest in martial arts. As a martial
artist for over two decades,
including extensive experience in a
number of Japanese sword arts,
Walter approaches every blade
from the standpoint of a practical
user. Walter doesn’t claim to make
“Japanese swords.” Rather he
makes modern swords which are
inspired by the Japanese martial
arts, and by the Japanese sword‐
making tradition.
In recent years Walter has begun
smelting his own raw steel
(tamahagane) using techniques
similar to those that would have
been employed to make steel in
Japan seven or eight hundred years
ago. This extremely laborious
process requires first that the steel
is smelted in a furnace from raw
ore and charcoal. The resulting
rough steel is then repeatedly
folded and forge‐welded, producing
a blade composed of thousands
and thousands of layers of
Steel. This folding process leaves a
visual record in the form of a “grain
pattern” — so‐called because it
vaguely resembles the grain of
wood — in the surface of the
steel. As a result, much of his recent
work has been on blades that are
functionally equivalent in
construction to nihonto, or
traditionally‐made Japanese
swords.

Payne Anne Chassen is a sculptor,
blacksmith and artisan welder. She
is the proud owner of Peninsula
Hotworks and manages Village in
104 Collective, an artist co‐op in
L’Anse Michigan.
“It’s not what we do with the time
we have here, it’s what we do with
the things we touch here. As a
smith, I embrace a journey in the
discoveries of alchemy. Mine is a
slow stroll amid the metal discards
of the masses and unwanted items
of lost purpose. Since welding
school and the beginning of my
walk in art, metalworking and
blacksmithing, I have always
focused on creating from reclaimed
materials. If you listen closely to the
things you touch, they will tell you
what they want to be.” – Payne
Anne Chassen

Andrew Molinaro is a sculptor and
artisan blacksmith. He is the owner
of Artisans of the Anvil, an artist‐
blacksmithing company based in
the Pocono mountains of
Pennsylvania. Located in a 100 year
old industrial building in
Stroudsburg. Recently Andrew has
focused on sculptural works and has
been honored with an invitation to
be the forum Smith for the
Hefaiston festival at Helfstyn Castle,
Czech Republic. This resulted in a 7’
sundial sculpture that is on
permanent display at the castle
yard. Andrew’s current focus is on
the human figure. Easily the most
difficult to do well, it also evokes
the most emotional response and
deserves the effort it takes to forge
well.

Demonstrator Workshops:
Forged Tanto Blade (Sold out)
Re-purposed tool belt buckle
Forged Animal Studies in bronze
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Activities & Amenities
Conference Gallery The FABA Conference Gallery is our chance to show each other our best work, kind of a Show and Tell for blacksmiths.
Please bring your work for all of us to see. Joint efforts are welcome!
Contact us in advance, and we'll highlight your fine forgework with a special display and lighting in the gallery. Featured work needs to be in the
gallery from Friday afternoon by 5 PM until 10 AM on Sunday morning. We'll need to know the size of your work, and whether it is
freestanding, wall mounted, or tabletop sized.
Auction The SATURDAY EVENING Fine Metal Art Live & Silent Auction is a prime fundraising event benefiting the Florida Artist
Blacksmith Association. The Auction begins with a public viewing with many of the artists in attendance. Whether you’re a novice or an
experienced smith, we ask each of you to consider donating at least one piece of your work to the auction. Big, small, simple, elaborate–
we need it all. For further details please check our Benefit Auction page
Trade Item Exchange At the 2013 conference, FABA began the tradition of a Trade Item Exchange. The Trade Item is chosen by the conference
chairperson, and it is announced ahead of the conference date. Anyone interested can then make the item, interpreting it through their own
imaginations and skill sets. The participants bring their item to the conference, where all Trade Items will be displayed. The names of all the
participants will be placed in a "hat," and each will draw a name. Each participant then gets to take the item made by the person whose name they
Drew. This is beneficial to all participating blacksmiths. Everyone has an equal chance of getting any piece, and a beginner may take home a
masters work to be inspired by, while someone else takes home the work of an up-and-coming smith!
The 2018 Trade Item is a Forged Belt Buckle. The possibilities are endless. Anything that does the job qualifies, whether simple and portable
or complex and massive. Let your imagination run wild!
Iron in the Hat One blacksmith’s trash is another blacksmith’s treasure! Iron in the hat is a raffle of donated items. Often the items are things
that one is tired of seeing take up space in the shop. Items vary from antique steam engine gauges to new boxes of welding rod or pieces of
saw blade and wrought iron. Blacksmithing-related clothing, books, CD’s and other items are also welcome. Tickets are $1 each, 6 for $5 or 15
for $10. The Iron in the Hat drawing is scheduled for Saturday at lunch time. If donations are sufficient, a second drawing will be held Sunday
at noon.
Vendors and Tailgaters Save your nickels and dimes; you’re guaranteed to find things you just can’t go home without at the conference vendors
and tailgate sales. Have extra blacksmithing equipment you'd like to turn into cash? Looking to add to your collection? Either way, the tailgate
sales area is not to be missed. The tailgate sales area is located on the east side of the dirt access road, adjacent to the main conference
Area. Vehicle access from the main parking lot is around the left side of the hotel building.
Tailgate sellers must be registered conference participants. There is no extra charge. Just set up in the designated area.
Please note that only demonstrators and registered commercial vendors are permitted to display goods for sale outside the tailgate
area. Contact programs@blacksmithing.org if you have any questions or interested in being a commercial vendor at the conference.
Forging Competitions Friday evening forging competitions for individuals and smith/striker teams to test their speed and accuracy for prizes.
There will be one team contest, and one or two individual forging contests. Come prepared to sweat! Or grab a chair and watch somebody else
sweat! Bring your favorite hammer. Stock will be provided.
Family Tent Area This year’s FABA CONFERENCE is offering special activities and youth blacksmithing workshops for the youngest of our
members in the dedicated Family Tent Area. We will be offering a one hour “Blacksmithing Experience” program for youth 6-11 years of age
and an “Introduction to Blacksmithing for Youth” 2 hour class for youth 12 – 14 years of age.

There will be a variety of other activities to inspire all age groups and families to play together. Activity schedule will be
posted daily on a whiteboard by the registration tent. We are still working on adding some of these activities, so far we
have confirmed jewelry making, leather working and flint knapping. Spots will be filled on a first come, first served basis
at a nominal fee payable on site.
Open Forges Want to try out a technique you saw demonstrated? Or work a bit more on what you learned in a class? Stop by the Open Forges
section of the teaching area. You'll find forges, anvils, and friendly helpful experienced blacksmiths.
The Open Forges section will be available for self-directed work on Friday and Saturday.
Use of the Open Forges area is available to registered conference participants. Children must be accompanied by a parent or guardian. Users
must provide their own stock and tools. If this is your first conference and/or you've never hit hot metal before, please take a class or two
before using the open forges. Open forges are NOT a class. We expect you to know basic blacksmithing skills and safety precautions for
working around hot metal.
FABA History Project FABA members are invited to record their blacksmithing memories with a friend or loved one or with FABA historians.
Young or old, great endeavors or small, take the time to bring FABA to life. Opportunities for up to one hour interviews will be available Friday
afternoon, all day Saturday, and Sunday morning. Schedule an interview with David Reddy at editor@blacksmithing.org or 813 406 3743.

Dear Editor,
I read with interest Steve Estenson’s remarks in last month’s Clinker Breaker regarding his reasons for resigning as NE
Regional Coordinator. I agree with some of his comments.
I attended the last two conferences that were held at Barberville and, at the last one (I forget the year), in addition to the
usual blacksmithing activities, there was also a class on basket weaving. I thought then that that would be something my wife
would find interesting and enjoy. When I returned home, I told her about it and we discussed her attending the conference with
me the following year. However, I soon learned to my disappointment that not only was the venue changing to the Hilton in
Ocala but also that classes like basket weaving would not be offered.
I think it’s great that there are women interested in blacksmithing and related activities. However, not all of our wives or
significant others are. It would be a great benefit to them if there were other activities or classes that would be available to them,
yet that would still be within the “community” of our FABA organization.
One other subject that I would like to address is that of the “Apprentice” certification. While it is talked about a lot and
encouraged, I believe that more could be done to foster the achievement of this rating by interested members. For instance, at
regional meetings and the annual meeting, classes could be structured to specifically address items on the apprentice
qualifications list. As the member satisfactorily completes these items in the class or workshop, they would be signed off by the
instructor of that class. With this more structured and orderly method, I believe we would see more of our members and
interested persons achieving this qualification.

Sincerely and respectfully submitted,
Allen Branch
Response by Program Chair Sylvia Andrassy
Hello everyone,
I have been asked by David Reddy, the Clinker Breaker Editor, to respond to the letter he received from our SW-Region
member Allen Branch, inspired by NE Regional Coordinator, Steve Estenson’s, report and resignation announcement in last
month’s issue of the Clinker Breaker (blacksmithing.org/clinker-breaker-past-issues/).
First, I would like to address Steve Estenson’s suggestion in his NE Regional Report that “FABA wants to play like the big
boys, but we are still a group of people who want to bang on metal more than be like ABANA.”
I have the greatest respect and gratitude for Steve’s skills and contribution to FABA, and I am sympathetic that there are
some people in FABA who would prefer we host a smaller hammer-in style conference focusing on rustic traditional blacksmithing. However, the dramatically increasing membership and attendance at our statewide conferences make it clear that there
are just as many members, if not the majority, who want FABA to grow and diversify, emulating the example set by ABANA.
I would also like to remind everyone that as an ABANA affiliate, FABA’s primary mission, above all else, is to preserve and
spread the knowledge of blacksmithing. I know many FABA members are nostalgic for the days of the Statewide Conferences at
Barberville. For better or for worse, FABA has grown tremendously as an organization, and the infrastructure and facilities at
Barberville are no longer suitable to accommodate the Statewide Conference and its 300+ attendees.
It is also my understanding that when Statewide Conferences were held in Barberville, FABA offered a more comprehensive
family program than it has since the move to Ocala. However, during the last few years in Barberville, attendance was low and
declining and FABA regularly paid the non-blacksmithing demonstrators more than the revenue they generated, thus taking
away from the principal mission of FABA to further “blacksmithing.” At the time, with shrinking revenue and membership, this
created a financially unsustainable situation for the organization.
I see no reason why Statewide Regional Meetings cannot take place in Barberville, and it is our job as volunteers to inspire
our members and organize and promote a variety of events that are in line with our mission. We also must cultivate and maintain
the interest of existing members while attracting new ones.
As the Statewide Conference grows, many new members are excited and inspired by the growth and changes in the
organization, though it may seem pretentious to those that have been around since the humble beginnings. Having said that, it is
the regional statewide meetings and regional monthly meetings that are the heart and soul of FABA. The regional meetings are
the perfect opportunity for Coordinators to express their creativity and vision, to try new things or stick to the Barberville Model.
In my opinion, it is for this reason that Regional Coordinators are vital to executing the FABA mission and why passionate and
skilled volunteers are essential. Although I would like to make everyone happy, no organization like FABA can survive without
bringing on a new generation of young smiths excited about the craft and willing to learn and share their knowledge.
Although many may not recall, my predecessor Kirk Sullens assumed the position of Program Chair during a very difficult
and precarious time for FABA. Kirk succeeded in reversing the decline in membership and increasing attendance at FABA
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(Sylvia Andrassy letter, continued)
conferences by focusing on the primary mission of blacksmithing and bringing a broad spectrum of skilled and interesting
demonstrators who inspired the imagination of the increasingly youthful and diverse membership. Through Kirk and Helen’s
tireless work, FABA was returned to a financially stable and prosperous footing.
If you attended the statewide FABA conference since I became Program Chair last year, you will note that we have increased
the variety of class and demonstration offerings, including jewelry making and mokume gane, and we initiated a family/youth
tent providing activities for all members of our FABA family. This year is expected to be even more exciting and familyfriendly. We are expanding the family area to multiple tents and offering an expanded selection of non-blacksmith-related
activities, including leather working, flint knapping and jewelry making, in addition to other workshops that will be announced as
they are added to the roster.
As for the Journeyman certification addressed in Allen’s letter, although ABANA has promulgated a list of general guidelines
to determine who is qualified to be called a “journeyman blacksmith,” it may be obvious to many of you how minimal and
inadequate this list is in determining who has truly qualifying skills.
At the request of John Watson and Kirk Sullens, Shaun Williams, the Southeast Regional Coordinator, has been working on a
more comprehensive curriculum for educating journeyman blacksmiths in Florida and a system of testing to confirm that those
who are awarded the certification of Journeyman Blacksmith indeed have demonstrated that they have ALL of those skills
necessary to represent the craft as a trained professional. It is our hope to have this curriculum and testing system unveiled and
implemented on a trial basis at this year’s annual conference.
I would like to thank Steve Estenson and Allen Branch for taking the time to express their concerns. Their correspondence clearly
shows the depth of their passion for the organization. All I can say to anyone who has concerns about the direction that FABA
takes: Please let your voices be heard by volunteering, holding office, actively participating, putting in time and effort to help us
grow, and hosting even better events.

I invite all of you to come out to Ocala and see all the improvements we have made in recent years. Come be
part of the event and the future of FABA. We are “forging a new path” and everyone is welcome to contribute.

Sylvia Andrassy
Program Chair
For Sale
Shop Contents:
-SAYHA SSM50 POWER HAMMER
-RBM220 1 1/2" capacity rolling machine
-beer keg 2 burner forge
-misc. Nail headers/chisels/punches
Contact:
Henry Glenn
863.307.6109

FABA ANNUAL MEETING
CHECKLIST
Safety Glasses
Close Toed Shoes (Steel toed is better?)
Cotton Clothes - Long pants?!, Hat, Apron?
Welding Glove(s)
Folding Chair
Sunscreen, Ear Plugs, WHAT?
Item(s) for Gallery!
Item(s) for Auction!
Item(s) for Buck-in-the Bucket!
Trade Item - Forged Belt Buckle
Tailgate Items
2 Credit Cards
Wad of Cash for the Auction!
Secret $100 Bill Stashed in Your Wallet
Secret $100 Bill Stashed in Your Visor
Favorite Hammers, Tongs, FLATTER (Maybe
you better take the whole toolkit)
blacksmither.com/tips-when-buying-anvils/
Trailer to haul back your purchases
“100 Sure-Fire Excuses” by Lied, Hardly.
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Florida Artist Blacksmith Association
Kirk Sullens, Membership
18848 US Hwy 441
#180
Mount Dora, FL 32757

AUGUST, 2018

FABA Officers
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Program Chair
Past President
Trustee NE
Trustee NW
Trustee SE
Trustee SW
Editor

John Watson
Mark Stone
Kirk Sullens
Tia Kitchen
Sylvia Andrassy
Jerry Wolfe
Doug Hayes
Ron Childers
Ralph Nettles
Trez Cole
David Reddy

WebMaster

Clay Schock

850-421-8005
850-339-6010
352-357-7221
561-757-1337
941-355-5615
910-330-7601
850-556-8403
561-906-2827
941-650-1068
813-875-2098

Circlejbar3@gmail.com
markham62@comcast.net

treasurer@blacksmithing.org
registrar@blacksmithing.org
Sylvia.Andrassy@gmail.com
wolfeforge@hotmail.com
djhayes29@hotmail.com
Ron@munlaw.net
ralphnettles@msn.com
nokomisforge@hotmail.com
editor@blacksmithing.org
web@blacksmithing.org

FABA Membership Application:

Membership begins when your application and $25 membership fee is received.
Membership is per family and lasts one year. Use your credit card to join or renew your FABA Membership via Paypal by going
to: blacksmithing.org/membership/join/ and clicking through the Paypal button. You do not need to have a Paypal account to
use this feature. OR send the below application and your check to “FABA” for $25 to: Kirk Sullens
Name _______________________________________________________
Family Members ______________________________________________

FABA Treasurer
18848 US Hwy 441, #180
Mount Dora, FL 32757

Address _______________________________________________ City ________________________ ST ____ Zip _________
Phone ___________________ Cell ____________________ Email ________________________________________________
Date ____________ New ____ Renewal ____ I want B&W Newsletter by Mail ____

OR Color Newsletter by Email____

Any fees incurred by returned checks will be passed back to the member.

