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Florida Artist Blacksmith Association

Welcome to the President’s Corner

Think Safe and be Safe,

John Boy Watson
Left handed blacksmiths rule

Left handed blacksmiths rule

Planning is in full swing
for two upcoming events:
The Florida Artist
Blacksmith Association
annual conference in
Ocala and the 2019
Southern Blacksmith
Association bi-annual
conference in Madison
GA. The planning for
these wonderful
conferences is to aid each
of us in the furtherance of
our blacksmithing abilities.
Our Program Chairperson, Sylvia Andrassy, has
lined up three wonderful blacksmiths for this year’s
FABA Conference Oct. 26-28 at the Ocala Hilton. The
demonstrators will be Walter Sorrells, Payne Chassen,
and Andrew Molinard. I look forward, as each of you
should be looking forward, to meeting these fine and well
recognized blacksmiths.
As we have done in the past, all registration will be
online to insure all classes are properly managed and to
avoid over-enrollment. Go to fabaconference.org to
register. Registration will open July 1 and classes will
fill up quickly. Don’t Dawdle! This type of registration
will also aid us in membership renewal.
If you do not have a computer, or have a problem with
the prompts, I would suggest you contact another member
who is more computer literate and ask them to aid you
with the registration. I know the problems first hand and
am in contact with a number of individuals who can aid
me with the use of my laptop even though I am improving
in its’ use. Don’t be shy ask for help and it will be given.
We are looking forward to another great year, and
great attendance at this year’s annual conference. One of
the issues brought to our attention about the
conference was the lack of family programming and

Sylvia has been working on that. A second issue is the
cost of meals at the Hilton. I, and others, have
discussed this issue with the Hilton staff and we hope
some resolution has been reached and, if not, I suggest
eating out.
When you are at a meeting and see a new person
introduce yourself and make them welcome.

Left handed blacksmiths rule
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Left handed blacksmiths rule

Registration opens July 1st
Fabaconference.org

Hydrate, Hydrate. Hydrate! It is really hot.

For Sale: Tire
Hammer, great
Panhandle Pioneer Settlement really working order,
$2,000, local
needs Volunteers for retail store
delivery OK, can
The store has A/C and WiFi,
load your trailer,
Hours are 9:45 -1:45, only 4 hours.
no tooling. Call
So, if your are looking for references, an
727-647-3998,
update for a resume or OJT work
Marty McClimon,
experience, please call 674-2777 ask or
Terra Ceia (St
Eyan.
Petersburg)
Thanks so much for your time !!
-Panhandle Pioneer Settlement
17869 Pioneer Settlement Rd.
PO Box 215
Blountstown, FL 32424
O) 850-674-2777
F) 850-674-2778
officemanager@panhandlepioneer.us
Announcements:

www.panhandlepioneer.org
Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA)
is a not-for-profit organization chartered with the State of

Florida and is dedicated to promoting and expanding the
horizons of architectural, artistic and practical blacksmithing while preserving the rich heritage of this craft.
FABA Officers and members assume no responsibility or
liability for injuries or damage caused as a result of the
use of any information, materials, design, techniques, etc.
contained in this newsletter, our website,
http://www.blacksmithing.org, our Facebook Page or
provided at meetings or demonstrations.
Contributions to FABA are tax-deductible to the
extent provided by law. FABA publishes the Florida
Clinker Breaker monthly and FABA membership includes a
subscription. We solicit correspondence and unpaid article s
on any subjects related to FABA’s purposes. Send to:
editor@blacksmithing.org Materials submitted must be your
own work and citations of others must be clearly identified. By
submitting materials, you are allowing FABA to edit, print and
post them to FABA’s website. ABANA Chapter newsletters
may reprint non-copyrighted material, if it is credited to the
author and this newsletter. You need the publisher’s permission to reprint copyrighted material unless otherwise noted.
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Calendar of Events
The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community. The regions have no boundaries - everyone is welcome everywhere. Come
to more than one if you can. We hold regular meetings in each region on the following Saturdays of each month: NE-1st, NW-2nd, SE-3rd, SW-4th
except for quarterly Statewide meetings. The actual dates vary so check the schedule below. Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge.
Prospective members are always welcome. Come for all or any part of a meeting, bring your tools or just watch. Most meetings run from 9 AM to 4 PM
and you’ll want to bring a bag lunch if not otherwise noted. If you have any questions about meetings, please contact the Regional Coordinators:

Northeast Region
Northwest Region
Southeast Region
Southwest Region
Far West Region

Steven Estenson
John Pfund
Shaun Williams

352-516-9545
850-528-3280
954-274-4119

steven@foxwoodforge.com;
johnwpfund@aol.com
chevaliervaliant@yahoo.com

John Butler

850-304-9021

jlbutl@gmail.com

NE - July 7, Pioneer Art Settlement,
Barberville

SE - July 21, 10 am-2 Dark Angel
Forge, Pompano Beach,
RSVP faba.southeast@gmail.com

NW - July 14, Mike Bettinger’s Welding,
3440 Garber Dr., Tallahassee

SW - July 28, Site To Be Determined.
Watch for email.
Meetings begin
at 9 am unless
otherwise noted

Far West - July 28, John
& Missy Butler’s, 4112
Bell Lane, Milton, FL
32571 (850) 304-9021

Bay
mbia
Esca

Meetings begin
at 9 am unless
otherwise noted

East Bay

REGIONAL REPORTS
FAR WEST - May Meeting

We’ll continue hosting open forges and trying to
bring more people into the group. We’re also going to
try and float to a few other locations and learn about
some of the other groups in our area, come see me at
July’s meeting to find out the details!

May’s Far West meeting took place with the threat of
subtropical storm Alberto trying to keep us from firing up
the forges. Luckily , Alberto moved more to the east of us
Thanks,
and left us with cloudy, but dry skies until after 2:00 pm,
John Butler
so we forged on (bad pun intended) with the meeting. We
still had a decent attendance, although it was only about
half of what we normally have. We had great participation SW - May Meeting
in the Iron in the Hat auction, raising $35 for FABA. We
Only 7 people came to the
also met some new friends from Traditions Workshop who Southwest meeting (3 were
teach introduction to blacksmithing at the Heritage
children!). The threat of rain
Museum of Northwest Florida.
must have kept people away.
We managed
to make the
first part in the
repair of a leg
vice that will
be put into
service at the
Crowley Blacksmith Shop. Everyone
that wanted to swing a hammer had the
chance.
We took a piece of 1.25" bar stock
and slit and drifted the slot for the
wedges. Then we flattened the mounting plate to fit on a
4”X 4” post and punched 3 holes.
July’s meeting will take place on the 28th at
Butler’s Countryside Farms, 4112 Bell Ln, Milton FL
32571. As usual, we’ll be providing lunch, but feel free to
bring a side dish, desert, drink, etc. Contact John Butler at
jlbutl@gmail.com or (850) 304-9021 if you have any
questions.

In addition to the forging, Countryside Ceramics (also
at the farm) will be having a class on Hydro-Dipping. The
class is held at the same time as the blacksmithing event,
please contact Missy Butler at (850) 736-4112 or (850)
291-2350 to reserve a seat.

Next we will need to make the spring. Don't
miss the June 23rd meeting at Austin Reale’s
shop (https://blacksmithing.org/e/meetings/)
and bring a tool. Our July Meeting is still up
in the air. How about at your shop?
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Trez Cole

REGIONAL REPORTS

Reply from the editor:

NE - May Meeting

Hi Steve,

Our meeting was well attended, 25 people signed in.
Bennett Gilliam worked at the forge on a railroad spike
knife. Trez Cole came up to see how we do things, but
mostly to pick up some coal. He spent time with some of
our new guys to get them started on the right path.
The buck in the bucket raised $72.00, thanks for the
items and the donations. Lunch was hot dogs and beans
and weenies. After lunch we did a question and answer
time to help out the new guys, Thanks for coming out to
see us.

I heard those crickets when I told people I was
quitting as SW Regional Coordinator 15 years ago.
Nobody's going to say yes until you convince them you're
done.
On your reasons for stepping down. I think they
should go in the CB. If you feel that way, so do lots of
others and we need to discuss it.
You didn't ask me what I thought, but I'll tell you
anyway:

Our mid morning call to get updated
included my notification that October will be
my last month as Regional Coordinator, I
have decided to step down to hopefully get
someone who can motivate our members to be
more involved. There was a very quiet sound
when asked who would like to step up and
take over. I have since had a little interest and
will keep every one posted as I find out.
FABA’s new politics have left me drifting
away from this group, the family is no long
part of the group and the increase in dues
should have been put before the membership.
It is not back breaking but its hard to
understand.
FABA wants to play like the big boys, but
we are still a group of people who want to
bang on metal more than be like ABANA. My
wife likes to be involved but feels left out of
this new and improved FABA. Just mine and
my wife thoughts.
You can leave this in the report David or
remove as you see fit. I know a lot of our
members said the same things to me last
conference. I still like all the people, but I feel
that our group has left the description to
Educate and further the craft of
blacksmithing.
The July meeting will be back at Barberville.

I agree with you on the family orientation.

Thank you all and I will see you all at
the meetings,

The July NW region meeting will be held at Mike
Bettinger’s Welding Shop in Tallahassee on the 14th.
This meeting will be a follow up and reunion of the Tire
Hammer workshop that was held there in January. In that
workshop 30 Tire Hammers were made and I’m inviting

Steve Estenson

I went back and forth on the dues increase and ended
up voting for it, which surprised me a bit. A big part
of the reason I voted for the increase was those
crickets. Our books take a lot of work and nobody
wants to volunteer to do the work. Likewise we need
more legal work and website maintenance, etc. And
we need continuity. If we don't want to do the work,
then we need to pay.

See you at the annual meeting, Steve,

David Reddy
The Editor
NW - May Meeting
On Saturday, June 9th the Northwest Region met at
Edgar Chattin's shop in the Wakulla State Forest.
Edgar made a period bowie knife from old steel. He
forged the blade and then ground the edge, the finish
grind was hollow ground using a hollow grind jig that
Edgar invented.
After the demonstration we had Iron in the Hat and
collected $233 for the association. We had 45 members
and guests sign in.
After the Iron in the Hat we had lunch. John Boy
Watson grilled chicken that was excellent and was
accompanied by several covered dishes and plenty of
great desserts. A good time was had by all.

Ron and Roger
NW - July Meeting

everyone who participated in it, to come and share with
us your experience with the Tire Hammer since taking it
home. Any pictures or products would be great and
especially any tooling you have made, bring it in and
show it to us.
Mike Murphy is going to demonstrate for us the tools
and techniques he has developed for using the Tire
Hammer he built in the first workshop that was held at
Bettinger’s eight or nine years ago.
Also I’m going to bring the Tire Hammer Handler
that I’ve made and demonstrate how one or two people
can move one of these “Eight Hundred Pound Beasts” by
hand with it!
Mike is going to have chicken cooked for us on the
grill and provide us with cold drinks. We should bring
sides and desserts. Don’t forget to bring something for
the Iron in the Hat raffle. I’m still giving out free tickets
for handmade items!
Future meetings: August will continue the follow up
of the Power Hammer making workshop at Mike
Bettinger’s welding shop. Martin Scheese’s place in
September, Conference in October, Bill Adams’ place in
November and Rex Anderson’s in December.

Hope to see you there!
John Pfund

SE - May Meeting
Hello everyone and welcome back to another
fantastic edition of the FABA Clinker Breaker. Shaun
Williams with the Southeast Region reporting for duty:)
I hope everyone is enjoying the beginning of the dog
days of suffer….the too hot to forge time and the everenjoyable Florida hurricane season.
Those of you who follow me on Facebook or other
social media know that two momentous events occurred
in the past few weeks.
First I asked Sylvia Andrassy, the statewide
Conference Chair, to spend the rest of her life with me
and she said YES! Making me the happiest man.
Thank you for all the well wishes we have received.
Our current plan is to get married next year during a
blacksmithing tour of the Czech Republic and Italy.
Sylvia and I are working on organizing a
blacksmithing tour to Helfstein, the largest European
blacksmithing conference and Stia, the largest
blacksmithing conference in Italy, during the last week of
August and the first week of September, 2019. There we
will say our vows. We hope many of you will be able to
join us. More information will become available as
Sylvia works to organize the tour.
In addition to becoming engaged, I was again
blessed with the opportunity to work with the

phenomenally talented Claudio Bottero for a week in
Italy. To say that it was an incredible experience is an
understatement. My report follows.
Our July Southeast Region monthly meeting, will
be at my shop in Pompano Beach at 205 NW 16th
Street, Pompano Beach, FL 33060. The meeting is
Saturday, July 21st from 10 am to 3 pm. PLEASE
RSVP IF YOU PLAN TO ATTEND via email to
faba.southeast@gmail.com
Upcoming Events:
We’ve added several new and exciting classes to the
curriculum offered at my shop, including ceramics,
leatherwork, jewelry and glasswork. Please check out
our new website created by our very own Sylvia
Andrassy at www.guildfl.com for a complete list of our
classes and scheduled times.
Just a reminder, I am administering a Facebook page
for the Southeast Region. I try to post helpful tutorials,
vendor information and other valuable blacksmithing
resources. Look us up and request an invite at Florida
Artist Blacksmith Association Southeast Region. I look
forward to hearing from all of you.

Shaun Williams

Working With Claudio Bottero
By Shaun Williams
I have been very fortunate to cultivate a friendship
with Claudio Bottero, who is arguable the world’s most
talented blacksmith, and to work with him and learn from
him on multiple occasions. This week was the longest and
the most intense and detailed opportunity I have had to
work with him thus far. It is my humble pleasure to bring
that knowledge home to share with anyone willing to learn.
After spending a week enjoying the ancient history,
natural beauty and warmth of the people of Croatia and
Bosnia-Herzegovina, Sylvia and I arrived in Italy on
Sunday, June 2nd. Monday morning we were at Claudio’s
shop promptly at 8 am.
Claudio and his son
Massi welcomed us with Espresso and briefed us on the
project that we would be working on that week, a 16 foot tall steel gate, composed of
two stars in a circular frame, for an art gallery in Switzerland.
The first day turned out to be one of the most arduous forging days of my life.
Claudio put me to work upsetting the ends of a 1.5” round steel bar to 2.5”. Then the
upset end was forged into a round ball using a swage in a 50 ton electric fly press.
One of the bars I was asked to upset was 2 meters long, approximately 78”, and
weighed about 40 lbs. After lifting this bar high and banging the heated end against a
steel plate dozens of times to upset it, the next day or two felt like I had squatted
hundreds of pounds at the gym.
The rest of the week was spent helping Claudio forge out really long tapers to
form the rays of the stars. I was also able to watch Claudio use his lathe to create a
variety of dies for his 500 ton hydraulic forging press and to observe his heat
treating methods. After making the dies, Claudio used his press to dish the center
space between the tapered rays so that the pieces of the star would sit together like
a stack of spoons in a kitchen drawer. At the end of the week we had completed
one of the two stars and all the components for the second star. I hope you enjoy
the pictures that I have included and I’m happy to answer any questions.
After leaving Claudio’s shop, Sylvia and I stopped in Barcelona, Spain for two
and a half days on our way home and I was treated with the splendor of the work
of one of the greatest designers of all time, Antoni Gaudi. Gaudi, a famed
architect and designer, is responsible for some of the most creative and beautiful
buildings and metal work in the world. Born the son of a coppersmith, Gaudi was
intimately familiar with metal work from a very young age and learned to forge steel while
still a young man. Gaudi's large
contribution to the field of
architecture is mostly due the fact
that he incorporated his in depth
knowledge of artisan trades into his
works. Gaudi designed all the
architectural metal accents and
ornament of his buildings and some
furniture. I was truly awed and
inspired by his work and recommend
that you check him out.
(See Around the Bottero Shop
and Home on page 8)

Around The Bottero Shop and Home
By Shaun Williams

ROLL CALL
By

Clyde Payton
The beating heart is still
In this Blacksmith’s Breast
His work torn hands
Are folded in rest
And the breath is gone
From his mighty chest.
Friends lay his cold body
‘Neath the good earth’s clay
And as many stood watching
You could hear them say __
In life he gave more
Than we can ever pay.
To the able he was firm
To the weak he was lenient
In serving his community
He was charitable and valiant
And no one could match
This man for his talent.
He was the first asked
To fix all things broke
And putting hammer to iron
He produced form with every stroke
He masterfully applied his skills
And hidden art awoke.

Clyde’s Fixit Shop
We repair everything except
A Broken Heart, and the
Hole in your doughnut!
We sharpen everything
But wits, and your
Mother-in-law’s tongue!

His iron and his hammer
He would quickly lay aside
To jump aboard the truck
And to a fire quickly ride.
For ushering, singing and praying
The church relied on this Deacon
And to old and young alike
He was a steadfast Beacon.
His reward lies waiting
In that life beyond time
Where he can now rest
From earthly toil and grime
And adorn God’s Heaven
Forging Art, Music, and Rhyme.
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Dr. Dr. Skeeter Prather’s
Newest Apprentice’s
Tool Chest*

*No, you won’t be able to buy it in the auction. He made it for somebody else!?

Writer’s Guidelines
For The Anvil’s Ring & Hammer’s Blow
The staff at The Anvil’s Ring and Hammer’s Blow is always interested in your submission. We
read and consider every contribution forwarded, as we sincerely believe that the responsibility
of a good editor is to listen to many voices and to encourage writers to grow. We appreciate the
efforts of our contributors, and we reserve the right to edit in the interests of available space and
clarity.
Submission Format and Requirements
Articles should be original or first-run work, meaning first run in
The Anvil’s Ring or the Hammer’s Blow prior to being submitted to
other publications.
Text Formats
1. Computer files, double spaced, on CD with one (1) hard copy
representation (printout) per submission. MS Word, Word
Perfect or ASCII text formats. Filename extensions must be
included. For example: .doc for Word; .txt for plain text, etc.

number to a separate written sheet, if you prefer. Each photo
must be captioned with: Name or description of subject or piece,
dimensions, materials, method used (Ex:forged? Fabricated?)
and any finishes. Use photos that have a good range of tones –
too much solid black or stark white will not reproduce well.
1. High-contrast, high-clarity glossy photographs from film.
Please, no ink-jet print-outs as they are not reproducible in
the magazine.

2. Via e-mail with cover note explaining what format you are
sending it in – Microsoft Word attachment or in text file, for
example.

2. Photographs in digital form should be mailed to us on CD or
flash drive. Mail CD or hard-copy photos to the appropriate
publication address below.

3. Double-spaced, 8 ½” x 11” white sheet paper ORIGINALS.
Originals are most easily deciphered by our text image
scanner. Text should be less than 500-700 words.

3. Color slides/negatives. Must be dust-free and in protective
sleeves. Slides or transparencies should be checked carefully
with a magnifier for focus and quality of image prior to
submission.

All submissions must be legible and must include the name,
address and phone number of author. In the case of technical,
historical or controversial submissions, the reference sources,
bibliography or verification may be requested. To enhance the
text, contributors are encouraged to illustrate articles whenever
possible with photographs or drawings.
Photography
All photo submissions must be clearly identified and must include
photographer’s name, address and telephone number. Each
individual photo should be clearly marked, preferably on a paper
label on the back with reference to the article. Please don’t use felttip pens on the backs of photos. Captions can be referenced by

4. Digital images should be taken at the camera’s highest
quality and resolution settings. Please submit images straight
from your camera without any processing or manipulation.
Digital image files must not be compressed, JPG files must
be saved at the largest possible file size. Preferred formats
are: TIF, RAW, JPG. Do not submit graphic images inserted
in a word processing document. Each image must be a
separate file.
Material targeted for a particular issue must be in our editorial
offices three months prior to the issue date. In case of
important events, special arrangements can sometimes be
made to accommodate time-sensitive material.

Copy Deadline Dates for The Anvil’s Ring:

Copy Deadline Dates for the Hammer’s Blow:

Winter issue . . .
Spring issue . . .
Summer issue. .
Fall issue. . . . . .

Winter issue . . .
Spring issue . . .
Summer issue. .
Fall issue. . . . . .

. October 15 - Publication date December 1
. January 15 - Publication date March 1
. April 15 - Publication date June 1
. July 15 - Publication date September 1

• Send submissions for The Anvil’s Ring to:
Publications Chair
661 E Howards Rd, Suite J,
Camp Verde, AZ 86322
928/554-0700 E-mail:AReditor@abana.org
• Send submssions for the Hammer’s Blow to:
Mark Aspery, Editor
P.O. Box 523, Springville, CA 93265-0523
559/539-3351 E-mail:HBeditor@abana.org
March 2013

. December 1 - Publication date January 15
. March 1 - Publication date April 15
. June 1 - Publication date July 15
. September 1 - Publication date October 15

Return of Original Materials
Original materials (photos, slides, and drawings) will be
returned approximately 30-45 days after publication.
CDs of text and photos that were put together by contributor
and sent to us specifically for our use will not be returned,
unless specifically requested by contributor.
Publishing Policy
The Artist-Blacksmiths Association of North America (ABANA)
reserves the right to place articles on the ABANA web site,
www.abana.org. These articles will note the copyright,
referenced to the author. The ABANA web site is an information
resource.
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John Watson
Mark Stone
Kirk Sullens
Tia Kitchen
Sylvia Andrassy
Jerry Wolfe
Doug Hayes
Ron Childers
Ralph Nettles
Trez Cole
David Reddy

WebMaster

Clay Schock

850-421-8005
850-339-6010
352-357-7221
561-757-1337
941-355-5615
910-330-7601
850-556-8403
561-906-2827
941-650-1068
813-875-2098

Circlejbar3@gmail.com
markham62@comcast.net

treasurer@blacksmithing.org
registrar@blacksmithing.org
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FABA Membership Application:

Membership begins when your application and $25 membership fee is received.
Membership is per family and lasts one year. Use your credit card to join or renew your FABA Membership via Paypal by going
to: blacksmithing.org/membership/join/ and clicking through the Paypal button. You do not need to have a Paypal account to
use this feature. OR send the below application and your check to “FABA” for $25 to: Kirk Sullens
Name _______________________________________________________
Family Members ______________________________________________

FABA Treasurer
18848 US Hwy 441, #180
Mount Dora, FL 32757

Address _______________________________________________ City ________________________ ST ____ Zip _________
Phone ___________________ Cell ____________________ Email ________________________________________________
Date ____________ New ____ Renewal ____ I want B&W Newsletter by Mail ____

OR Color Newsletter by Email____

Any fees incurred by returned checks will be passed back to the member.

