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PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE
Welcome to the
President’s Corner
This is a wonderful time to say
THANK YOU to all of you
who participated in the 2017
Florida Artist Blacksmith

Association (FABA) Annual Conference in Ocala.
The conference was well supported and it showed the

inspiration each of you have for this wonderful
organization. This inspiration includes our mission of
education through passing it on, whether you are a green
coal blacksmith or a professional.

This conference also showed we have a staff capable
of meeting the educational needs and inspiring every level
of blacksmithing. Sylvia Andrassy did an excellent job
as Program Chair, aided by many hard working
volunteers.  Thanks to all of you for a wonderful
weekend!

Recognized this year were Shaun Williams for
achieving Journeyman Status; Billy Christie, stepping
down from the Vice Presidency; Gene Kovacs
stepping down from being Secretary; and Greg
Cuumba, who has managed the Gallery at the
conference for about 20 years.  If you haven’t stepped
up to volunteer, you owe it to yourself to see how good it
feels.
 We had a great weekend along with great weather.
This brought on a record attendance level, with all classes
filled throughout the conference as well as the
demonstrators Claudio Bottero, Sam Salvati, and Lisa
Johnson having strong audiences. The techniques and
methods that were taught and illustrated by each of these
demonstrators will forever be forged into the knowledge
of those attending, a true gift of “passing it on.”
 If you were unable to attend this conference, you need
to start planning now for next year, because our annual

conference is built to enrich each of us. You can not be
enriched if you fail to attend.
 In other news, I encourage all of you to look at our
web site as it has been upgraded and is still in the process
of change to make the site more user friendly. Helen
Donnell is to be thanked for her efforts in taking this
project on and seeing that the upgrades were
accomplished.
 I encourage each of you to continue in your efforts to
make this organization grow along with sharing the vision
to take our knowledge and pass it on. This past
conference is another example why I say this blacksmith
organization, the Florida Artist Blacksmith Association, is
the best statewide blacksmith organization in the United
States.

Thanks to each of you for your contribution, whether
large or small, to enable this statement to be made.  You
are the life blood of the organization.

Think Safe and be Safe,
                       John Boy Watson

JERRY GRICE SCHOLARSHIP DEADLINE DEC 31!!
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Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA)
is a not-for-profit organization chartered with the State of
Florida and is dedicated to promoting and expanding the
horizons of architectural, artistic and practical  black-
smithing while preserving the rich heritage of this craft.
FABA Officers and members assume no  responsibility or
liability for injuries or damage caused as a result of the
use of any information, materials, design, techniques, etc.
contained in this newsletter, our website,
http://www.blacksmithing.org, our Facebook Page or
provided at meetings or demonstrations.
Contributions to FABA are tax-deductible to the
extent provided by law. FABA publishes the Florida
Clinker Breaker monthly and FABA membership includes a
subscription.  We solicit correspondence and unpaid articles on
any subjects related to FABA’s purposes.  Send to:
editor@blacksmithing.org  Materials submitted must be your
own work and citations of others must be clearly identified.  By
submitting materials, you are allowing FABA to edit, print and
post them to FABA’s website.  ABANA Chapter newsletters
may reprint non-copyrighted material, if it is credited to the
author and this newsletter.  You need the publisher’s per-
mission to reprint copyrighted material unless otherwise noted.
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Open letter to our Volunteers
I started my Journey with FABA only 3 years ago. Attending the 2014 Annual
Conference was one of our first dates with Shaun. Soon as we arrived, he was hurried off
to teach a class and I was left surrounded by some very interesting, experienced and
friendly smiths who were passionate about the craft and eager to pass on all practical
knowledge. I learned a lot that weekend and I was hooked for good!

That wonderful experience motivated me to give back and do more and eventually pushed
me to become the Program Chair down the road

The volunteers who helped me, included me and welcomed me into the FABA Family
were some of our “Oldtimers” who were just following the FABA Mission, Preservation of the Craft and Teaching.

This is what we are about as a volunteer organization!

I’m grateful to have the honor to be working with the same “Oldtimers” and a whole new generation of FABA
volunteers on a regular basis.

I want to Thank ALL OF YOU for your Time, the most precious commodity, your efforts and sacrifices to make
FABA what it is:  A successful and constantly growing Family of Blacksmiths and enthusiasts!  We are growing and
putting on bigger and better Conferences and Regional Meetings year after year.  All Thanks to YOU!

The experiences and learning opportunities provided by FABA assures the survival of the craft and bringing in new
generations to carry the torch.

Volunteers are the heart of our Organization!
Your efforts are far reaching and truly appreciated!

Sylvia Andrassy
FABA Program Chair



Calendar of Events

SE - NO SE Dec Meeting
- Merry Christmas

The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community. The regions have no boundaries - everyone is welcome everywhere. Come
to more than one if you can. We hold regular meetings in each region on the following Saturdays of each month: NE-1st, NW-2nd, SE-3rd, SW-4th
except for quarterly Statewide meetings. The actual dates vary so check the schedule below. Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge.
Prospective members are always welcome. Come for all or any part of a meeting, bring your tools or just watch. Most meetings run from 9 AM to 4 PM
and you’ll want to bring a bag lunch if not otherwise noted. If you have any questions about meetings, please contact the Regional Coordinators:

Northeast Region Steven Estenson 352-516-9545 steven@foxwoodforge.com;
Northwest Region John Pfund 850-528-3280 johnwpfund@aol.com
Southeast Region Shaun Williams 954-274-4119 chevaliervaliant@yahoo.com
Southwest Region   Lelia Tavrides   239-297-2923   floridablacksmith@gmail.com

NE - Dec 2 Allen and Chloe Hardwicke
will host the Christmas meeting at their house,
27255 SR 42 W of Altoona. 352-669-5644

NW - Dec 9  Rex and Mary Ellen
Anderson’s

SW - Nov/Dec Meeting Dec. 9 Phil
Pauley’s Shop, 24517 Tangelo Ave.
Port Charlotte

Altoona



REGIONAL REPORTS
NE - December Meeting
We did not have a meeting for November due to Jamboree
at Barberville lots of our members helped out with the
event.

Allen and Chloe Hardwicke are going to have the
Christmas meeting at their house 12/2/2017 The first
Saturday of December. If you come, bring a side dish or
dessert to share. This is always a great turn out. Bring
something hand forged for the buck in the bucket or
something blacksmith related.

Looking forward to seeing everyone there,
Steve Estenson

SW -  December Meeting
Our November and December meetings will be

combined into a December 9th Christmas Meeting at
Phil Pauley’s in Port Charlotte.

We’ll continue working on the gas forges.  Most
people made a burner in October. Trez is donating the
tanks we’ll use as forge bodies, and attachments and
Kaowool will be under $25.  And we’ve identified an
inexpensive regulator that you can buy.

Please bring dishes for the potluck and an item for the
Buck in the Bucket.

David Reddy

NW - November Meeting
The November 11 meeting of the NW region was held in
conjunction with the Southern Bladesmiths at Bill Adam's
Blind Hog Forge near Havana.

Skeeter Prather, one of our charter members and tool
box builder extraordinaire, gave a talk on how he builds
his tool boxes.  Skeeter has donated a tool box for our
auction for the last 28 years and no two are alike.  Skeeter
does not use plans but lets his lumber dimensions
influence the size and shape.  After cutting and
assembling the box, he glues it, then pre-drills holes and

uses hand forged nails to
further fasten it together.  The
handle goes on last and is cut
at an angle to perfectly fit the
top of the box.   It was a great
presentation, followed by the
first set of plans ever drawn
for one of his boxes.

Skeeter's tool box
presentation was
followed by Bill Greer
demonstrating skills he
learned from his Walt
Anderson Scholarship.

Bill chose master smith
Timothy Potier of
Louisiana for his training.
Bill went through all the
steps to make a knife from
forging, heat treating, file

testing, putting a guard and handle on, then the finishing
process. Good job Bill.

After the demonstrations, we had our Iron in the Hat
drawings, which raised $263 for the association.  We had
39 signing in for the meeting and probably another dozen
or so others there that did not sign in.

After the Iron in the Hat, we had chicken pileau
cooked to perfection by Bill Adams.  The pileau was
complemented by several covered dish vegetables.  It was
a great time for all.

Ron Childers
and Roger Bell

NW - Upcoming Meetings
The Northwest December 9th meeting will be held at
the residence of Mary Ellen and Rex Anderson. The
demonstrator will be Jeff Mhor.

When I talked to Rex, he said he didn’t know what
Jeff was going to do, but we agreed that whatever he does
is going to be great! I remember watching Jeff make a pair
of tongs once at Bill Adams shop and I think I based my
whole plier making design, guide and workshop on the
technique he shared.

Rex is going to cook something on the grill for us and
asks us to bring sides and desserts. I will be offering my
usual bounty on handmade items for the Iron in the Hat
Raffle, with an extra bonus for items with a Christmas
theme.

Rex said there is a possible problem with following
a GPS from I-10 and encountering inaccessible roads. I
always take 90 to Monticello and 19 south to 259 and
Vista. If you get lost, be sure to call Rex and not me! Ha
Ha! No, really, call someone and we’ll get you there.
Hope to see you there.

CLINKER BREAKER,  December, 2017 p4

(Mickey Wise and Ken Burns)



Regional Reports (Continued)

The NW January meeting will be held at Bob
Stott’s in Bainbridge, on the 20th, the third Saturday!

The NW regular meeting weekend, January 12-14
is going to be busy with a Florida Tire Hammer
making workshop with Clay Spencer at Mike
Bettinger’s Shop in Tallahassee.  At this writing, there
is room for a few more participants.  Cost $1500.
Questions call Jeff Mohr at 850-528-7631

The February meeting will be held at Juan Holbrook’s
in Gainesville on the 10th. March I’m not so sure, last
year we had the Joint meeting at Dudley Farm and I don’t
know if we are going to do that again or not?

John Pfund

SE - Meetings and Events
 Due to the holidays, there will not be a December
Southeast Region meeting.  Regular monthly meetings
will resume in January at my shop in Pompano Beach.
Keep in mind, the Southeast Region will be hosting our
statewide meeting, February 16th, 17th and 18th.  Sylvia
and I are already working on an exciting line up of
demonstrators and classes.  Stay tuned for a complete
update and details.
Just a reminder, I am administering a Facebook page for
the Southeast Region.  I try to post helpful tutorials,
vendor information and other valuable blacksmithing
resources.  Look us up and request an invite at Florida
Artist Blacksmith Association Southeast Region.  I look
forward to hearing from all of you.

Shaun  Williams

   Florida Artist Blacksmith Association

Jerry Grice Scholarship 2017
This scholarship was established to honor the memory of Jerry Grice, one of our charter members. Its purpose is to
further the craft of blacksmithing and is available to any FABA member in good standing.  The award is limited to the
actual cost or $1000, whichever is lesser. It may be used for materials, tuition, lodging and transportation (paid at the
rate of 43.2 cents per mile or the actual cost of public transportation, whichever is lesser).

A letter of application or a detailed email may be submitted provided the applicant answers the
following questions:

1. What is your name, address and phone number?
2. How much experience in blacksmithing do you have?
3. How will this instruction help you with your blacksmithing craft?
4. What is the name of the school you wish to attend?
5. What is the name of the course and the name of the instructor teaching the class?
6. What costs will be incurred (tuition, lodging, transportation, etc.)?

Note: By accepting the Jerry Grice Scholarship the applicant agrees to provide a demonstration of skills learned and
write a report of the learning experience, including “how-to” for publication in the Clinker Breaker. The next item is
not required but strongly suggested that an item be made by the new knowledge and be offered for auction at the
Annual meeting.
Completed letters of application or emails should be sent to John Butler, Chair, FABA Scholarship Committee, 777
Tyre Road, Havana, FL 32333 or jgbutler@sprintmail.com.
Deadline for receipt is December 31, 2017. Three finalists will be recommended to the Board. The decision of the
Board shall be final. The successful applicant will be notified.

DEADLINE
DEC 31!!

DEADLINE
DEC 31!!
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President John Watson 850-421-8005 Circlejbar3@gmail.com
Vice President Billy Christie 850-421-1386 billychristie47@icloud.com
Treasurer    Kirk Sullens   352-357-7221   treasurer@blacksmithing.org
Secretary    Gene Kovacs    850-539-2345    gbkovacs@bellsouth.net
Program Chair Sylvia Andrassy 561-757-1337  Sylvia.Andrassy@gmail.com
Past President Jerry Wolfe 941-355-5615 wolfeforge@hotmail.com
Trustee NE Doug Hayes 910-330-7601    djhayes29@hotmail.com
Trustee NW Ron Childers 850-556-8403 Ron@munlaw.net
Trustee SE Ralph Nettles 561-906-2827 ralphnettles@msn.com
Trustee SW   Allen Branch   863-235-0033  branchforge@comcast.net
Editor David Reddy 813-875-2098  editor@blacksmithing.org

WebMaster Michael Kummer  941-345-5745  web@blacksmithing.org

FABA Officers

Florida Artist Blacksmith Association
Kirk Sullens, Membership
18848 US Hwy 441
#180
Mount Dora, FL 32757

Any fees incurred by returned checks will be passed back to the member.
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FABA Membership Application: Membership begins when your application and $25 membership fee is received.
Membership is per family and lasts one year. Use your  credit card to join or renew your FABA Membership via Paypal by going
to: blacksmithing.org/membership/join/ and clicking through the Paypal button. You do not need to have a Paypal account to
use this feature.   OR send the below application  and your check to “FABA” for $25 to:

Name  _______________________________________________________

Family Members ______________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________ City ________________________ ST ____ Zip _________

Phone ___________________ Cell ____________________ Email ________________________________________________

Date ____________ New ____ Renewal ____   I want B&W Newsletter by Mail ____ OR Color Newsletter by Email____

Kirk Sullens
FABA Treasurer
18848 US Hwy 441, #180
Mount Dora, FL 32757


