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Florida Artist Blacksmith Association

PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE
Welcome to the
President’s Corner
This the last writing prior to
the 2017 Florida Artist
Blacksmith Association
(FABA) annual conference in
Ocala. This conference will start on the 27th of October at
the Hilton Hotel in Ocala and we are looking for a great
attendance by our membership along with other visitors
who have an interest in the art of blacksmithing.
The information I am able to gather concerning the
weather predictions for the conference dates tell me we
are going to have wonderful weather this year at the
conference. With this in mind, continue with your plans
to attend and be prepared for an exciting, enriching, and
truly enjoyable blacksmithing experience. The
demonstrators have been expressing their excitement
concerning our conference and in turn we need to thank
each of them for their time and furtherance of their
knowledge in the art of blacksmithing.
It is by and through the efforts of each of you, the
members of the Florida Artist Blacksmith Association
that we are able to have a conference of this magnitude. It
is conferences such as this one that have enabled our
membership to grow along with our wonderful state
blacksmith association in these wonderful United States
of America. We need to continue our participation in
activities such as this to maintain our leadership in the
furtherance of the art of blacksmithing.

Think Safe and be Safe,
John Boy Watson

Established May 18, 1985

FABA
Annual Conference
October 27-29, 2017
The Ocala Hilton
Ocala, FL
Featuring:

Claudio Bottero
Lisa Johnson
Sam Salvati
Activities:
Master Demos & Classes all Weekend
4 Levels of Blacksmithing Classes
Friday Night Forging Contests
Bronze Forging Demo
Joinery Demo
Mokume Gane Workshop
Benefit Auction
Fabaconference.org/

It is with sadness that we note the death of longtime
member Butch Patterson. Butch was the coordinator
for the Northeast Region for a number of years. He was
one of those quiet people who had a lot to say, if you
listened. And his wife Emily is a jewel. Butch was
dealt a harsh hand for the last few years, but he and
Emily always had something positive to say. We’ll
miss you Butch.

David Reddy
Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA)
is a not-for-profit organization chartered with the State of

Florida and is dedicated to promoting and expanding the
horizons of architectural, artistic and practical blacksmithing while preserving the rich heritage of this craft.
FABA Officers and members assume no responsibility or
liability for injuries or damage caused as a result of the
use of any information, materials, design, techniques, etc.
contained in this newsletter, our website,
http://www.blacksmithing.org, our Facebook Page or
provided at meetings or demonstrations.
Contributions to FABA are tax-deductible to the
extent provided by law. FABA publishes the Florida
Clinker Breaker monthly and FABA membership includes a
subscription. We solicit correspondence and unpaid articles on
any subjects related to FABA’s purposes. Send to:
editor@blacksmithing.org Materials submitted must be your
own work and citations of others must be clearly identified. By
submitting materials, you are allowing FABA to edit, print and
post them to FABA’s website. ABANA Chapter newsletters
may reprint non-copyrighted material, if it is credited to the
author and this newsletter. You need the publisher’s
permission to reprint copyrighted material unless otherwise
noted.
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Calendar of Events
The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community. The regions have no boundaries - everyone is welcome everywhere. Come
to more than one if you can. We hold regular meetings in each region on the following Saturdays of each month: NE-1st, NW-2nd, SE-3rd, SW-4th
except for quarterly Statewide meetings. The actual dates vary so check the schedule below. Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge.
Prospective members are always welcome. Come for all or any part of a meeting, bring your tools or just watch. Most meetings run from 9 AM to 4 PM
and you’ll want to bring a bag lunch if not otherwise noted. If you have any questions about meetings, please contact the Regional Coordinators:

Northeast Region
Northwest Region
Southeast Region
Southwest Region

Steven Estenson
John Pfund
Shaun Williams
Lelia Tavrides

352-516-9545
850-528-3280
954-274-4119
239-297-2923

steven@foxwoodforge.com;
johnwpfund@aol.com
chevaliervaliant@yahoo.com
floridablacksmith@gmail.com

NE Nov 4, No Formal Meeting.

NW Nov 11, Bill Adams’ Blind Hog

Many members will be working at the
Jamboree at the Pioneer Art Settlement in
Barberville.

Forge, 1307 Shady Rest Road, Havana

SW No November 25 Meeting.
We’ll have a Nov/Dec Meeting
Dec. 2

SE Nov 18, Metal Working Merit Badge
Training at Tanah Keeta Boy Scout Camp.
RSVP at faba.southeast@ gmail.com

NWW Nov 25, John & Missy Butler’s,
4112 Bell Lane, Milton, Florida 32571
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REGIONAL REPORTS
SW - September Meeting
The SW Region met at Jerry and Mary
Standifer’s house in Palmetto on
September 23rd. We had a good
turnout, between 15 and 20 people on
a pretty day.

Saturday of December. If you come, bring a side dish or
desert to share. This is always a great turn out. Bring
something hand forged for the buck in the bucket or
something blacksmith related.

Looking forward to seeing everyone there,

Steve Estenson

Trez Cole
provided
materials for a
dozen gas
burners and we all set to work
drilling and assembling our burners.
Jerry has a really nice shop. It’s
amazing how a group of people can
be so quiet, everyone working
together, talking quietly and going

NW - October Meeting

Greetings fellow blacksmiths. The October 14 meeting of
the NW Region was held at Mission San Luis in
Tallahassee. The Mission has a primitive blacksmith shop
that has been enjoyed by
visitors for many years.
One of the most notable
Mission blacksmiths in the
past was Skeeter Prather,
also known as Doctor
Blacksmith, or just plain
about their business.
Skeeter to most of us in
At a later meeting, we’ll
FABA.
make up the bodies of our
Another well known person who was a past
gas forges and line them with
blacksmith
at the Mission was Loyd Wheeler, but you
Kaowool.
may know him as Benjamin Franklin, the character he has
We had a great lunch
been at some of our previous FABA meetings.
provided by Mary and the
Jim Croft is the
dishes people brought.
current
blacksmith
Our November and
and he held a
December meetings will be
discussion and
combined into a December 2
demonstration about
Christmas Meeting. Details
files, what types, how
next month.
to use, and how they
See you in Ocala!
are made. I thought I
knew about files but
David Reddy
learned a few new things, good job Jim.
After the demonstration
NE - October Meeting
we held the Iron in the Hat
Our Oct 7 meeting was one that might have been better
drawing and raised $150.
not to have. We were competing with an event put on by
And, after the Iron in the Hat,
the Buttler Group, who rented Barberville for the
we had lunch. The main
weekend. We only had about ten people come and go.
course was gourmet hot dogs
I did a demo on some simple tongs for a few of our
boiled to perfection by John
new members. Tim Harding spent the rest of the meeting
Pfund. The dogs, along with
helping one of our new smiths to make a pair of tongs.
several covered dishes and
Because of the small turnout and the event we broke up by
desserts, provided adequate sustenance for all. There
noon.
were 38 members and guests signed in at the meeting.
The NE November meeting date, Nov. 4, is the
The Mission is always a very nice venue for our meetings
same weekend as the Barberville Jamboree. A lot of
and many look forward to going there once every year.
people will be working the event, but there will be no
formal meeting.
Roger Bell
Allen and Chloe Hardwicke are going to have the
Christmas meeting at their house 12/2/2017 The first
CLINKER BREAKER, November, 2017 p4

NW - Upcoming Meetings
NW November 11- At the Blind Hog Forge, 1307

SE - Meetings and Events

Hello everyone and welcome to another Southeast
Region report. Due to Hurricane Irma, our September
meeting was extremely quiet but very productive. One of
our senior shop members, Joseph Balestena, is working
on building us a casting furnace and it is our hope to do
our first pour of aluminum by the next SE Region
meeting. While Joseph worked on building the casting
furnace, a few of the people who had started building
their propane forges in August made more progress
towards completion.
In anticipation of our work with Claudio Bottero,
members of my shop have been practicing their team
striking technique during our weekly open forges. We are
all extremely excited about the conference and looking
forward to it with great anticipation.
Due to the annual conference in Ocala, the SE Region
will not be having an October monthly meeting.
For our November SE Region monthly meeting, we
will be teaching the Blacksmithing portion of the Metal
Working Merit Badge to the Boy Scouts at Tanah
New Meeting, November 25!
Keeta Boy Scout Reservation all day from 9 am to 5
Hello everyone. I’ve met someone in the Pensacola area
who is interested in Blacksmithing and we’re trying to get pm on November 18th. Volunteer teachers are needed.
meetings started in that area.
PLEASE RSVP IF YOU PLAN TO ATTEND via
My new friend is named John Butler, which is a little email to faba.southeast@gmail.com
bit confusing for me because we already have a John
Butler in our membership and have for a long time. Now Upcoming Events:
we’ll have two.
Pompano Beach, Old Town Untapped: Dark Angel
This new John Butler lives in Milton with his wife
Armory & Forge and the FABA SE Region will be
Missy on a small hobby farm that is right on Bell Lane
demonstrating at Old Town Untapped in Pompano Beach
and easy to find. The address is 4112 Bell Lane, Milton, on Friday, November 3rd, from 6 pm to 10 pm. Due to
Florida 32571.
limited space, please let me know if you plan to join us.
John raises chickens and goats, Missy teaches
ceramics classes on the premises and we’re going to have We’ve added several new and exciting classes to the
curriculum offered at my shop, including ceramics,
our meeting in their front yard. The date is November
leatherwork, jewelry and glasswork. Please check out our new
25th and the meeting will start at 9:00 am Central
website created by our very own Sylvia Andrassy at
Standard Time.
John is going to cook something on the grill for us and www.guildfl.com for a complete list of our classes and
scheduled times.
I’m going to make sure we have water and other drinks.
Just a reminder, I am administering a Facebook page
Please bring sides and desserts.
for
the
Southeast Region. I try to post helpful tutorials,
We’re going to have a couple of forges and anvils set
vendor information and other valuable blacksmithing
up for “Open Forges for Beginners.” I’m going to
demonstrate “Making Tongs for Beginners,” if anyone is resources. Look us up and request an invite at Florida
interested. Ha Ha! That’s funny! I will demonstrate when Artist Blacksmith Association Southeast Region. I look
forward to hearing from all of you.
I get the chance whether anyone is interested or not,
unless something makes me stop! Anyway, New
Meeting. Pensacola area, in Milton. Come and check it
Shaun
out if you can! There will be a “Iron in the Hat” raffle
Williams
right before lunch and I’m going to make sure it has
lots of good stuff in it to win. I will appreciate any help
in this effort.
Shady Rest Road, Havana, FL. This will be a joint
meeting with the Southern Bladesmiths. Bill Greer will
demonstrate and report on his scholarship training with
Master Bladesmith Tim Potier. Design, forging, grinding,
heat treating, and finishing will be discussed.
E. Charlton “Skeeter” Prather Sr. will discuss the
design and construction of his renowned tool boxes. The
“Skeeter Box” is an adaptation of the old fashioned
carpenter’s tool box. It is an excellent way to show off
your blacksmithing and woodworking skills while
keeping your tools together and protected. A dimensioned
drawing will be provided as a handout.
Following the presentations will be an open forge
session with gas and coal forges available.
Lunch will be the traditional (and locally notable)
chicken and rice with coleslaw and pickles. Please bring
salads and desserts to share.

John Pfund

The basic process is pretty simple. Take eight pieces of square stock of proportionate size; that is, 1/2" square
would be 7"-8" long; 3/4" square would be 9"-10" long; 1/4" square would be maybe 3"-4" long. Play with it,
and work out proportions that give you the look you want.
For the sake of illustration, we'll imagine using 1/2" square stock about 7" long. Draw to a long, gradual,
round taper leaving 1 1/2" at one end square. There will be a ninth piece the same length as the square portion
of the legs that will be used as a center spacer when you weld the octopus head together.
Next, use a swage block or other swage to make the round sections into "D"
shaped sections. I find it easiest, when
it comes time to bundle them together
for forge-welding, if 4 of the legs have
the flat plane of the "D" in line with a
flat plane of the square end, while the
other 4 legs have the flat plane of the
"D" on the diagonal.

( Photo shows top arm flattened on the diagonal, and bottom arm on the flat)

How My Octopuses Came to Be
Kirk Sullens
I went to my first blacksmith's conference in 1990 with the Rocky Mountain Smiths in Basalt, CO. Jim Fleming was their
newsletter editor at the time, and a year's subscription came with my conference registration. The whole conference made
a lasting impression, and I met people with whom I am friends to this day.
One of the newsletters I got in the subsequent year was focused on forging animal forms, and there was a short
description of forging an octopus in it. Since I'm a complete bibliophile, I tucked that newsletter away for future reference.
In 1997, after working for Bass Pro Shops Design and Development for three years, we had a project requiring an octopus,
and with a little rummaging around I found the article in question and went to work. I added a little of my own to the
project, and it came off pretty successfully.
In 2009 I moved to Sunny Florida and, early in 2010, I went to a meeting of FABA, Florida Artist Blacksmith Association,
at a member's home shop. While showing his wife photos of my work on my partner's smart phone at lunchtime, we came
to a photo of an octopus I had made. She looked at me kind of funny, crooked her finger at me and said, "Follow me." We
went into her kitchen, where she pointed at the wall to an octopus hanging there, and said, "THAT was the FIRST one!"
The shop I was visiting belonged to none other than Dr Steve Bloom, marine biologist and amazing blacksmith! His
gracious wife, Kimmie, showed me the original octopus on which that 1990 article I had read was based!
The octopus was, if you'll pardon the pun, one of the things I've done to make a little splash in the blacksmithing
community. I added and embellished the original process, as has Dr Bloom, in the years since, but the foundational process
is still his. I owe a great debt to him for sharing his knowledge with us all, and here is my addition to pass on to future
smiths.
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After that comes the extremely tedious process of using an eye punch to
make all the little round sucker discs on the bottom of each arm/tentacle.
Since that can be upwards of 100 per leg for larger sizes of octopus, it
takes a while. I do that hot, with the round top of the tentacle in the swage
block. It's nice if someone can hold for you for this step, but you can also
work out ways to clamp it down if you don't have a helper readily
available. Note my hold down in the photo below. Because it takes some
time to get an arm in the clamp, you lose a lot of heat. It’s OK to keep
punching the sucker discs for a short time after you drop below a red
heat, but when the punch impressions aren’t deep enough anymore, put
the arm back in the fire.

These photos show the sucker discs. I use several sizes of punches, starting with the largest that will fit two abreast near
the octo-head, and switching to smaller ones as they no longer fit. For the 1/4" stock octo, I used a nail set for the smallest
ones

.
The eye punch is just a concave hemisphere. I make them by driving my tool stock over various sized ball bearings to
make various sized eye punches. Besides making sucker discs, they also make great eyes. A good book to learn
toolmaking for animal forms, and to learn process that will be endlessly applicable, is Iron Menagerie, by Guild of
Metalsmiths. (https://www.amazon.com/Iron-Menagerie-Guild-Metalsmiths/dp/1931626294)
So, here are the legs you need to forge, and the spacer for the center when you bundle
them together to weld. You can forge a blunt, round taper on the end and that can
become the beak of the octopus.
Next, I use an electric welder to tack the pieces together on the square end. They go
together in 3 rows of 3, with the spacer in the center. Place all the flat bottoms of the legs
facing the center. The ones with the flats in line with the square ends go in the middle of
each row, and the ones with the flats on the diagonal go on the corners. In all cases, the
flats point toward the center. Tack them on the end, not the sides, of the square ends.

Once you have them tacked together, forge weld the head. You want to weld the part that is still square, without
welding further down the legs than that. It's tricky to do the right amount, and not too much or too little. If you
do too much, it's no big deal, but the beak won't be visible. If you do too little, you can always go back and weld
more. Don’t push the billet so far into the fire that the legs burn up while you’re heating the head!

Next is to round the head area you just welded, as you see in the second pic. Do this at a welding heat, and you want to
continue fluxing, just to be sure you don't break anything apart. Once you’ve rounded the head, you need to forge the end to
a dome shape. You will likely have a ‘fish mouth’ at the end, where the outside has stretched out longer than the center. Begin
forging the outside end to a very blunt taper, forging that ‘fish mouth’ smaller and smaller. When it is quite small, you
have the option of filling it with mig, tig, gas, or arc weld, then grinding it smooth; or you can forge it almost closed, flux,
then forge weld it shut. Either way, you want a smooth, dome shaped end.
****

After you have welded the head together, you need a round fuller to make the head
bend over, so it doesn't stand straight up. I just use a piece of round bar of
appropriate size to the octopus I'm making. For one made of 1/2" bar, a piece of 1/2"
round works pretty well.
Right now, the head and legs of your octo are in a line. Your fuller will go perpendicular to the long axis of the octopus, just BARELY above the end of the weld;
that is, just above where the legs come apart, but still in the solidly welded area.

Look at how the head lays back in the photo, below. You get that by bending it at the place you just fullered, and
closing the fuller. The fullering gives the added bonus of making a couple of bumps where you'll later put the
octopus' eyes. If you use a small fuller on the sides of the fold, you can make a good approximation of the opening
of the mantle on the octopus. (See photo of finished octopus).
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The legs need to be in the vise while you bend the head. Otherwise, the legs will bend instead, because
they are thinner. Once the head is bent over as much as you can manage, you spread out the legs.
They should go out like the spokes of a wheel right now. You'll give them shape later.

This is when you punch the eyes, using an appropriately sized eye punch. If they don't stand up enough to look
right (they should be on pronounced bumps), you can use a flap sanding wheel on an angle grinder, or files, to
remove material between and behind the eyes to make the bumps more pronounced. See the photo of the finished
octopus. It's OK to clamp the end of the head in a vise to punch the eyes. If you clamp individual legs, they'll bend
when you punch.
If you want to use only traditional techniques on your octopus, this is where you position the legs, and you're
done.
***

If you want your octopus to look more like a real octopus, you need some fabrication techniques at this point. I use
my mig welder to build up the web between the arms. You could also use Tig, or gas welding to do the same. Just
build it up slowly, like a mud dauber building a nest.

When the web is where you want it, go back with a die grinder to smooth the web area, unless
you really like the texture you built up in making the web. Either way, it needs to be smooth.
No unseemly bumps or weld splatter. You need to do this top and bottom. This is the second
most tedious process in making an octopus.

Once the webs are smooth to your satisfaction, then you position the legs. I use a torch with a
rosebud to spot heat, but you can do it in a coal forge.
Remember, the octopus needs to look dynamic. It needs to look like it is GOING somewhere, or
like it just stopped ON PURPOSE. It really won't look right if the legs are all just randomly
wiggly. People looking at it might not be able to articulate what they see wrong about it, but
they'll see it. THROUGHOUT THIS PROCESS, LOOK AT LOTS OF PHOTOS AND
VIDEOS OF OCTOPUSES, TO UNDERSTAND HOW AND WHY THEY MOVE! That is
what will really make a good octopus.

Oh, and send me pictures when you’re done!
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Vice President
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Secretary
Program Chair
Past President
Trustee NE
Trustee NW
Trustee SE
Trustee SW
Editor

John Watson
Billy Christie
Kirk Sullens
Gene Kovacs
Sylvia Andrassy
Jerry Wolfe
Doug Hayes
Ron Childers
Ralph Nettles
Allen Branch
David Reddy

850-421-8005
850-421-1386
352-357-7221
850-539-2345
561-757-1337
941-355-5615
910-330-7601
850-556-8403
561-906-2827
863-235-0033
813-875-2098

Circlejbar3@gmail.com
billychristie47@icloud.com
treasurer@blacksmithing.org
gbkovacs@bellsouth.net
Sylvia.Andrassy@gmail.com
wolfeforge@hotmail.com
djhayes29@hotmail.com
Ron@munlaw.net
ralphnettles@msn.com
branchforge@comcast.net
editor@blacksmithing.org

WebMaster

Michael Kummer

941-345-5745

web@blacksmithing.org

FABA Membership Application:

Membership begins when your application and $25 membership fee is received.
Membership is per family and lasts one year. Use your credit card to join or renew your FABA Membership via Paypal by going
to: blacksmithing.org/membership/join/ and clicking through the Paypal button. You do not need to have a Paypal account to
use this feature. OR send the below application and your check to “FABA” for $25 to: Kirk Sullens
Name _______________________________________________________
Family Members ______________________________________________

FABA Treasurer
18848 US Hwy 441, #180
Mount Dora, FL 32757

Address _______________________________________________ City ________________________ ST ____ Zip _________
Phone ___________________ Cell ____________________ Email ________________________________________________
Date ____________ New ____ Renewal ____ I want B&W Newsletter by Mail ____

OR Color Newsletter by Email____

Any fees incurred by returned checks will be passed back to the member.

