
SEPTEMBER,  2017

Florida Artist Blacksmith Association                                                                 Established May 18, 1985

PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE
Welcome to the
President’s Corner
Now is the time. The Ocala
Hilton is the place. October 27-
29, 2017 are the dates. It is time
for your Florida Artist

Blacksmith Association (FABA) annual meeting.

It is time for each of you to start making your plans to
attend your annual conference. Sylvia Andrassy, our
Program Chair, has been very active is making this
conference another United States main event with the
demonstrators she has assembled. There will be more in
this edition of the Clinker Breaker addressing the
demonstrators and the knowledge you will be able to
absorb from each of them. The key here is you have to
attend to be exposed to these wonderful educators and
learn from them.  In addition, we will have a good
number of blacksmith classes at different levels, open
forges, tail gate sales, product sales, and the best part is
fellowshipping, along with networking.

The FABA website www.fabaconference.org is the
location to sign in and sign up for the conference. The
reason for this is it allows tracking of numbers associated
with the classes to make sure they are not overbooked so
that those attending a class receive the proper training for
that class level. Within the sign up process, you will be
able to order your 2017 Conference “T” shirt and it is a
great time to renew your membership.

In other news I want to let each of know that I had a
major heart attack on July 27th that resulted in four stents
and enduring three shocking experiences. It is not that I
take my relationships with physicians lightly, because I
don’t. My blood pressure and blood chemistry were both
within proper parameters.

There were a good number of Board members, as well
as a very large number of our membership, who have
truly shown me the giving of love and concern during this
very stressful time. To each of you I say THANK YOU!

Think Safe and be Safe,
                       John Boy Watson

Ballot

President:                John Watson
Vice President:        Mark Stone
NW Trustee:            Ron Childers
SW Trustee:
Secretary:         Tia Kitchen

Return your ballot to Secretary Gene
Kovacs at gbkovacs@bellsouth.net
OR mail it to:

 Gene Kovacs
 FABA Secretary
 501 E. 8th Ave.
 Havana, FL 32333

Members will also be receiving an
E-Ballot that you can respond to
directly.  Vote in the way that is most
convenient to you, BUT VOTE.

(Sign up for FABA’s Annual Meeting
at: www.fabaconference.org)
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Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA)
is a not-for-profit organization chartered with the State of
Florida and is dedicated to promoting and expanding the
horizons of architectural, artistic and practical  black-
smithing while preserving the rich heritage of this craft.
FABA Officers and members assume no  responsibility or
liability for injuries or damage caused as a result of the use
of any information, materials, design, techniques, etc.
contained in this newsletter, our website,
http://www.blacksmithing.org, our Facebook Page or
provided at meetings or demonstrations.
Contributions to FABA are tax-deductible to the
extent provided by law. FABA publishes the Florida
Clinker Breaker monthly and FABA membership includes a
subscription.  We solicit correspondence and unpaid articles on
any subjects related to FABA’s purposes.  Send to:
editor@blacksmithing.org  Materials submitted must be your
own work and citations of others must be clearly identified.  By
submitting material, you are allowing FABA to edit, print and
post them to FABA’s website.  ABANA Chapter newsletters
may reprint non-copyrighted material, if it is credited to the
author and this newsletter.  You need the publisher’s
permission to reprint copyrighted material unless otherwise
noted.
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32nd Annual Alabama Forge Council
Blacksmithing Conference
September 7th 8th 9th& 10th 2017
Featured Demonstrators:  Jymm
Hoffman
With Steve Alford & Raymond Head
http://www.alaforge.org/

SOFA Quad State - Troy, OH
@650 N. County. Rd 25A Troy, Ohio
45373
September 22-24, 2017
www.SOFABlacksmiths.org
This year as we celebrate the 40th anniversary of the
Quad State Round Up, we focus on our founder
Emmert Studebaker’s legacy of friendship and
learning. Emmert was the spark that started the
gathering 40 years ago and through his legacy, the
sparks are still flying today.

FABA Annual Conference, 2017
October 27-29, Ocala, FL.

Featuring:
Claudio Bottero

Lisa Johnson
Sam Salvati

Activities:
Master Demos & Classes all Weekend

4 Levels of Blacksmithing Classes
Friday Night Forging Contests

Bronze Forging Demo
Joinery Demo

Mokume Gane Workshop
Benefit Auction

Fabaconference.org/

Start working on your trade-
item : "something floral," for
the exchange.

Road Trips & Miscellaneous

So, are you whipping
together some little
item for the auction
this year?



Calendar of Events

SE Sept 16, Dark Angel Armory & Forge,
205 NW 16th Street, Pompano Beach.
954-274-4119 10 am to 3 pm, RSVP to:
faba.southeast@gmail.com

The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community. The regions have no boundaries - everyone is welcome everywhere. Come
to more than one if you can. We hold regular meetings in each region on the following Saturdays of each month: NE-1st, NW-2nd, SE-3rd, SW-4th
except for quarterly Statewide meetings. The actual dates vary so check the schedule below. Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge.
Prospective members are always welcome. Come for all or any part of a meeting, bring your tools or just watch. Most meetings run from 9 AM to 4 PM
and you’ll want to bring a bag lunch if not otherwise noted. If you have any questions about meetings, please contact the Regional Coordinators:

Northeast Region Steven Estenson 352-516-9545 steven@foxwoodforge.com;
Northwest Region John Pfund 850-528-3280 johnwpfund@aol.com
Southeast Region Shaun Williams 954-274-4119 chevaliervaliant@yahoo.com
Southwest Region   Lelia Tavrides   239-297-2923   floridablacksmith@gmail.com

SW Sept 23,  Jerry & Mary Standifer’s
Forge, GAS FORGE WORKSHOP

NE  Sept 2, Pioneer Art Settlement
Barberville

NW Sept 9, Charlotte and Martin Scheese’s forge at
1651 Piney Wood Rd., Monticello, Fl. 32344
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US 90
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1808 8th St. W., Palmetto
941-729-6219 - Potluck
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REGIONAL REPORTS
NW - July and August Meetings
The NW Region July monthly meeting was at Jim
Labolito's Fernwood Forge.

The demonstration was conducted by Brian Kelly,
assisted by Jim Croft.  Jim is the resident blacksmith
at Mission San Louis, and Brian is his helper there.
Brian and Jim demonstrated making  a chisel from a
leaf spring.  They then demonstrated punching and
drifting a hole in a square bar.

After the demonstration, a green coal class was
conducted by several of our members.
 Iron in the hat took in $257 and we had 43
members signed in (we believe there were well over
50 people in attendance).
 Jim (aka Preacher) smoked pork, beef, and lamb
ribs.  With several covered dishes we had a great
meal and wonderful meeting.

The August meeting of the NW Region was held at
Jeff Mohr's Mockingbird Forge in Crawfordville.

Mike McGinnis demonstrated making a perfect right
angle bend using 1/2 inch stock.  He first bent a right
angle over the anvil to show us how the bend was only
rounded or if worked into a point would be thin compared
to the original steel width.

Mike then showed us three techniques to make a
perfect right angle bend: The 1st was to bend past 90
degrees and put the hot metal in the vice with the bend up.
Then, using two hammers at once, upset the metal into the
corner to retain the thickness. The 2nd  was similar but
upset on the anvil only. The 3rd  was to simply upset the
area of the bend before making the bend. This upset gave
adequate material to make the bend and retain the original
thickness.  After Mike finished, Jeff demonstrated using
the power hammer.

We had several new members sign up and pay their
initial dues.  The Iron in the Hat drawing brought in $238
and we had 55 people sign in.

John Watson brought his grill and cooked boneless
pork chops for all.  The pork chops, along with several
covered dishes, gave us a great meal.

Roger Bell

NW - Upcoming Meetings
We’ll be meeting October 14th at Mission San Luis.

We usually don't have a meeting in October, but with
FABA’s Annual Conference being held later in the month,
we're going to have one.

The  Saturday, September 9th NW meeting will be
held at the residence of Charlotte and Martin Scheese
at 1651 Piney Wood Rd. Monticello, Fl. 32344.

Martin is going to demonstrate for us and grill chicken
too, so let's bring sides and desserts to go with that. Don't
forget to bring something for the "Iron in the Hat" raffle!

I'm still giving a 7-ticket bounty for hand made (by
you) items. Hope to see you there! Future meetings will
be, October 14th Mission San Luis, November Bill
Adams, December Rex Anderson, January Bob Stott,
February Juan Holbrook's in Gainesville.

One more thing, I've been in contact with a man in
Pensacola who is just getting started Blacksmithing and
wants to meet some other Blacksmiths. He is willing to
host a meeting and we are looking at November 25th for
a first try of a "Farthest West" meeting. Anyone who is
interested in doing some Blacksmithing in the Pensacola
area, please get in touch with me to help it along!

John Pfund
SE Events
Hello everyone and welcome to another SE Region report.
As usual, things have been hectic, stressful and productive
here in the SE.  It's been an eventful and busy month
getting ready for the grand opening of the new shop and
the new company, The Guild: Urban Folk Art Institute, on
September 2nd. In addition, Sylvia and I have been busy
helping coordinate the various moving parts of the
upcoming statewide conference in Ocala in October.  We
have also been busy planning and growing the educational
activities and events that we will be hosting at the shop.

The September SE Region meeting will be at
Dark Angel Armory & Forge/The Guild, Saturday,
Sept. 16th from 10 am to 3 pm.  Please RSVP if you
plan to attend at faba.southeast@gmail.com  Each
meeting will be a potlock luncheon, so please bring a dish.

We are hosting a grand opening and unveiling of
The Guild on Saturday, September 2nd from 6 pm to
midnight.  This event is free and open to the public.
There will be delicious food, live music and a variety of
art and craft demonstrations.  Tell your friends, everyone
is invited to this event.  We hope all of you can join us to
celebrate our new beginnings.
  Just a reminder, I am administering a Facebook page
for the Southeast Region.  I try to post helpful tutorials,
vendor information and other valuable blacksmithing
resources.  Look us up and request an invite at Florida
Artist Blacksmith Association Southeast Region.  I look
forward to hearing from all of you.

Shaun Williams
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NE - August Meeting
 It was very hot Saturday at
Barberville.

Bennett Gilliam worked at
the main forge doing a rose in
the style that Kirk Sullens
makes with his own ideas
mixed in.

Tim Harding was our
instructor for the new guys.  He
helped two or three people get
something made.

Lunch was meatball salad
and lots of sides. We had 21
people sign in. Maybe 25 people
total stopped by.

Due to the heat, many of our visitors had bailed out
before we had a chance to do the Buck in the Bucket, so
we wound up just  giving up on it. Not many items and
even less interest. I would like to see you guys bring in
something from your forges, something hand made
will get you five free tickets for the drawing.

The next meeting, September 2nd, will be at
Barberville again.  I would like to see someone new to
step up and show us how they do something.

Thanks to Bennett for stepping up. It does not have to
be a two hour project, just something to show how you do
what we do. Contact me and I can help you with ideas if
you are willing.

Steve Estenson

SW - June Meeting
The SW June meeting at Arthur's Studio was hot!  But we
all had fun watching Arthur demonstrate making a simple
knife with a curled handle.
The conversation, food and camaraderie was inspiring as
always.  We welcomed two new visitors and Thank You
to all for supporting the 'Iron in the Hat' Raffle and
bringing all the yummy dishes!

For all monthly meetings please remember to bring a dish
for the pot luck lunch and an item for 'Iron in the Hat'.
Questions? Please email me
at floridablacksmith@gmail.com or try my cell 239-297-
2923

Thank you!
Lelia

SW August Meeting Update
New blacksmiths in the Tampa area requested that

we have a tong-making workshop at the August 26
Meeting at my forge in Tampa.  Trez Cole will
demonstrate making a simple, versatile set of tongs
and then we will have open forges and materials
available for  about 8 people to make their own set of
tongs. The map to my house is in the August Clinker
Breaker, call 813-875-2098 if you need directions.  Bring
your favorite hammer, a side dish and something for the
buck-in-the-bucket!

SW September Workshop
In September Jerry and Mary Standifer will host

the SW Meeting in Palmetto.  We will have a gas forge
workshop led by Trez Cole at which members, who
sign up in advance and pay their share of the cost of
materials and consumables, will build a one-burner gas
forge.  Members will be responsible for buying their own
high-pressure propane regulator.  We are currently
working on determining costs, but sweat equity should get
you a nice forge for a small price.  Trez will be bringing a
similar forge to the August Meeting in Tampa.

We’ll send out an email blast on the gas forge
workshop when we have the cost information.

David Reddy

This year I’m going to start early on my
auction item for the annual meeting.
Something simple and graceful.  I wonder
what it’s going to be?



Florida Artist Blacksmith Association
 Statewide Conference in Ocala, Florida

October 26th through the 29th
Hello everyone.  I am extremely pleased to tell you that we have lined up a great team of luminary metal working
talent to demonstrate at this year’s Florida Artist Blacksmith Association Statewide Conference in Ocala, Florida
October 26th through the 29th.  I don’t think that anyone will be disappointed.

It goes without saying that our headliner, who will be traveling all the way from Italy, is the world famous master
blacksmith Claudio Bottero. Claudio will demonstrate on Friday and Saturday using a team of skilled strikers,and
will teach a private Master Class on Sunday of the conference.

Claudio is joined this year by the talented and effervescent Lisa Johnson, a skilled silversmith who will
demonstrate raising bowl forms in non-ferrous metals, chasing and repousse.  Lisa will also teach a private class on
chasing and repousse on Sunday.

This year we will also be joined by the renowned bladesmith Sam Salvatti, who will demonstrate the making of
an Italian Florentine rapier.  In order to familiarize some of you with the work of these various artists, short
biographies and curated examples of their art work are included here.  We hope that you are all as excited as we are to
see these tremendously skilled artists at work in October and we look forward to seeing you all there.

Sylvia Andrassy
                Program Chair

Claudio Bottero Italian Master Blacksmith’s passion for forging steel
started at an early age watching his own father work. With his drawing skills
and eye for design, he was showing a promising future.

Between 1981-87 Claudio worked under the tutelage of the late lamented
artist blacksmith, Toni Benetton one of the most important figures of iron
sculpture in the XX century. During this period he met and worked with two
famous Czech Artisan blacksmiths who also greatly influenced his artistic
vision and later work, Joseph Muck, blacksmith and restorer and Alfred
Habermann, blacksmith and master in the School for the Artistic Heritage
Preservation in San Servolo, an island of the Venice lagoon.

Bottero’s home and workshop are located in Torreselle, just outside of
Padova, Italy, where he’s been employing apprentices from around the world
since 1994. Claudio is known for his innovative design and unique expression
through his art. You can admire his public artwork throughout Italy, Germany and
the Czech Republic as well as at the Museum of Metal in Memphis Tennessee.

Since 1990 Claudio has participated in Hefaiston, the famous European blacksmith
conference and competition at Helfstyn Castle in the CzechRepublic. He attends
regularly and has won various awards.

He is a regular demonstrator and competitor at the European Biennial of the
Blacksmiths in Stia, Italy. In recent years he developed a curriculum on blacksmithing

and he directs courses regularly in Sicily and in Stia, Italy. He
also gives workshops at the Academy of Fine Art in Anderlecht
(Belgium) and at the International Iron Academy, located in the ex-
atelier of Toni Benetton, in Mogliano Veneto, Italy.

Claudio’s son Massimiliano works with him on a daily basis
and shows tremendous talent and a familiar sharp-eye for design.
Massimiliano will accompany Claudio to our conference and will
assist his demonstration. In our own opinion and shared by many
others throughout the world, Claudio Bottero is a living legend, a
humble and modest artist, larger than life. We are honored to have
him participate at our conference.



FABA Annual Conference Demonstrators (Continued)

Lisa Johnson is the Director of Jewelry and Metalsmithing at The Armory Art Center in
West Palm Beach, FL.
After receiving her M.F.A. from Indiana University in Metalsmithing & Jewelry Design, she
was awarded scholarships at Watershed Center for the Ceramic Arts, Haystack Mountain
School of Craft as a TA, and Artist-In-Residence at Arrowmont School of Arts and Crafts.
Recent publications featuring her work include Metalsmith Magazine Exhibition in Print, On
Body and Soul: Contemporary Armor to Amulets, 500 Necklaces, Humor in Craft, 500 Prints
on Clay, and 500 Jewelry Designs.

Sam Salvati is a professional blacksmith and bladesmith. Sam has been a student of
blacksmithing since he was a teenager. He has studied under Payne Junker and many other
talented smiths. He is considered a master by his peers and his work proves that fact.

Sam joined Baltimore Knife & Sword in 2012 and has quickly become a crucial part of
the custom and production work at the shop. He is currently teaching bladesmithing courses
at the Foundery in Baltimore, Maryland. He is engaged by almost all aspects of steel

working, from welding and machining to heavy industrial forging to fine artistic forging, but bladesmithing holds a
special place for him.



Building a Portable Coal Forge

Using a Charcoal BBQ Grill

FABA Member Tony Fenn
 www.fishnchipsfoundry.com | 25 May 2017

CREDIT to my blacksmith teacher and friend:
Trez Cole of Nokomis Forge

Introduction
This is a guide to building a small coal forge using a charcoal BBQ grill as the main body.  It is suitable for a hobbyist blacksmith who may
need to move the forge around a workshop or out into a yard. Credit goes to my teacher, Trez Cole of Nokomis Forge, who has built several
small forges from used BBQ grills that he takes to blacksmithing classes in the back of his truck.  Comments from Trez are included as notes
in these instructions. This guide uses a new, but cheap, charcoal grill bought from Amazon.com.  With some adjustments to size, any used
charcoal grill or smoker could be the basis of this forge.  Total cost, including the new grill, blower, steel and parts should be around $300.

Safety warnings and instructions that came with the grill are equally valid for this forge!
Blacksmithing is dangerous.  BE CAREFUL!

Materials List
Bought from Amazon.com

1- Best Choice Products BBQ Grill Charcoal Barbecue Pit Patio Backyard Home Meat
Cooker Smoker.  Price = $84.95

2- Dayton Model 2C647 Blower 134 CFM 1500 RPM 115 Volts 60/50hz. Price = $79

3- KB Electronics 8811006 Solid State Variable Speed AC Electric Motor Control, 2.5 Max amp, 115V, #
K177-1002.  Price = $16.31

Note, Trez prefers a manual damper to adjust the blower strength of his forges. So, an alternate option to the electric speed
controller is to purchase a 3” aluminum ‘blast gate’ from amazon ($13) and epoxy and tape it in between the aluminum elbows
connected to the blower.

Steel List
Qty Description

4

¼” (or 3/8”) thick steel trapezoids for the fire pot with dimensions top 11”, 4”
bottom and height 6 1/16” this will give a fire depth of 4 ½” when welded.
These are the dimensions used in this build. A post-build comment from Trez is that a 3 ½” fire depth is
sufficient. The trapezoid dimensions would therefore be top 10”, bottom 4” and height 5 ¼”.  If you choose to
make this smaller firepot, then make sure it still rests on the angle iron supports, see the assembly picture
below showing the placing of the firepot into the grill.

1 ¼” thick 1” wide x 72” long steel flat bar
1 3” inside diameter x 29” long steel pipe ( Schedule 40 (1/4” thick) was used here but thinner will work)
2 3/16” thick 1 ½” wide x 30” long angle iron for supports
1 3/8” or ‘small diameter’ x 12” long rebar for ash grate
2 3/16” thick 8 ¼” wide x 13 ½” long steel plate for coal table (Wait and measure after fire port installed)
1 22 gauge steel sheet 12” x 12” for shelf support for the blower
1 22 gauge or 18 gauge round piece at 3 ½” diameter for ash dump flap (could cut from scrap)

Florida Clinker Breaker, September, 2017



Miscellaneous Shopping List For The Hardware Store

ASSEMBLY INSTRUCTIONS

Qty Description
1 25ft Extension cord to be used as a lead to power the blower
1 110V light switch
2 Electrical outlet boxes, one for switch and one for blower speed controller
1 Outdoor switch cover plate
3 Wire nuts to make electrical connections
2 3” diameter aluminum duct elbows to join blower to side pipe
1 3” diameter semi rigid aluminum dryer vent hose to join elbow to blower
1 Roll of aluminum duct tape to seal joints
1 9” or 10” long metal closet handle for lifting and moving the forge (Lowes has them for about $8)
1 Tube of 5 min epoxy glue
1 3” diameter metal hole saw
1 3 ½” metal hole saw (also may be needed if ¼” thick pipe is used)
1 Box of #10-24 x 1” long nuts and bolts
4 Large washers for #10 bolts to mount grill rack to front supports
1 Can of black heat resistant paint

1)  Weld the 4 trapezoids together to
form the main fire pot

2)  Cut and weld 4 pieces of the ¼” thick
1” wide bar to the outside bottom of the
fire pot to form a base for the pipe
Note only weld around the outside edges
so that when the pipe is added it will sit
flat. Any gaps will be filled later

3)  Cut and weld 2 pieces of the ¼”
thick 1” wide bar to ONLY 2 of the top
opposite edges of the fire pot to form
supports for placing into the grill.
Note weld only on the top edges as
shown, so that the fire pot will not be
impeded by welds and will sit flat when
it is placed on the supports as shown 3
pictures below

4)  Follow the instructions that came
with the grill to assemble it up to the
point shown.
Important! note the choice of
installing the shelf brackets, which
will support the blower, on the right,
and also the wheels will be on the
right (shown supported with wood for now).

5)  Measure and cut two pieces of the
1” angle iron and then drill and install
them with #10 nuts and bolts to the
inside of each side of the grill base.
These will support the fire pot.
Note a post build comment from Trez is to attach these down an inch so that
more coal can be stacked up when the table surface is finally installed.

6)  At this point, place the fire pot into
the grill so that the center can be found
and a mark made in the bottom of the
grill for later drilling a hole for the
pipe.

7)  Cut a 14” length of the pipe and weld it to
the base of the fire pot. Fill any holes
between the 1” bar with weld to create a good
seal.

8)  Use a hole saw to cut a hole into the base of the grill at the
point previously marked as the center. Place the fire pot into
the grill and check it fits squarely on the
two angle iron supports.
Note save the cut out piece you’ll need
it later.  Use a level or piece of straight
wood to find where the bottom of the
elbow pipe will be when it is attached to
the down pipe so that it will also be
supported on top of the grill’s side leg bracket. Then mark
where the center of the pipe will be.   See next 2 photos.



9) Remove the fire pot.

CAREFULLY check your mark
from the step above and adjust
your mark horizontally to make
sure when a hole is drilled it will
be in the center of the pipe.

Use a SMALLER hole saw to drill
a hole for the side pipe. If you are
using a 3 ½” diameter pipe, then
drill a 3” hole.

Note this picture shows a partially
drilled hole

10) Cut a 15” long piece of
pipe for the side elbow.
This part is tricky! Cut a
curved profile in the end of the
elbow pipe to match that of the
down pipe. A plasma cutter or
band saw can be used.
Place the fire pot back into the
grill and then weld the side
pipe. Fill in any gaps with
weld to get a good seal.
Note in this photo the grill was lifted onto a wall for ease of
welding. One side was welded, then the grill turned around to
do the other side

11) A ‘seesaw’ ash dump
mechanism is made from 2 leftover
pieces of angle iron, a piece of flat
1” bar and a round flap of 22 gauge
or 18 gauge sheet steel.
1 piece of angle iron is used as a
bracket and is welded to the pipe. A
hole is drilled and a nut and bolt are
used at the pivot point of the seesaw.
The other piece of angle iron piece,
on the left, is welded to the flat bar
to form the weight that normally
keeps the flap closed, unless lifted
by the toe of your boot. The flap,
welded to the other end of the flat
bar, then opens to dump out ash.

12) Most of the hard work is
done and it is no longer a grill.
So let’s start calling it a forge.
Spray paint the outside of the
forge’s pipes, ash dump and
any outside screw heads with
heat resistant matt black paint.
Note do not paint the fire pot
inside the forge as that’s where
your fire goes !

Note: Steps 13-16 place the blower on top of the shelf. You
may choose to mount the blower directly onto the side pipe.
A safety cage over the squirrel cage opening is recommended.

13)  Next, use a 12” by 12” piece
of 22 gauge steel for the shelf
and manifold for the blower.
Mark and drill holes for
mounting on the shelf supports.
Use the blower to mark where it
will be mounted, and draw a 3”
diameter circle and mark ‘pizza
slices’ to be cut to attach to the
duct elbow.

14)  Use snips to cut and bend the
‘pizza slices’ on the bottom side of the
sheet to create a connection for the
duct elbow.

15)  Use a combination of epoxy
glue and aluminum tape to attach
one of the duct elbows to the
side pipe. Attach and glue a 2nd

elbow to the first one and then
cut a piece of the flexible duct
hose and use it to make the final
join to the underside of the shelf.
Tape all joins.  Then secure the
shelf to the brackets with nuts and bolts.  Spray paint the shelf
and the duct work.

16)  Use nuts and bolts to mount the
blower on to the shelf.
Then drill holes and use nuts and
bolts to attach the two electrical
outlet boxes to the front of the side
shelf brackets.

17)  Cut off just the female plug end
of the extension cable and strip the 3
wires. Follow the wiring diagram
which came with the speed controller
to wire it with the switch to the blower.
Note that the diagram here shows
which connections are made with wire
nuts in the two outlet boxes.

18)  Also note that when you are ready to
test the blower there is a tiny low speed
adjustment screw in the body of the
controller, which can be reached with a
small screw driver or knife tip. Adjust it
so the blower barely moves at the lowest
setting. This will give you a range of
speeds from very slow to full speed.

Florida Clinker Breaker, September, 2017



19)  Install the covers for the speed
controller and the outdoor switch
cover to the outlet boxes.
Note use tie wraps or electrical tape
to tidy up the wires behind the boxes,
and tie wrap or tape the cable to one
of the screws at the back so there will
be no tension on the connection if the cable is pulled.

20)  Make a hanger for the extension
cable by bending one of the brackets
that came with the grill, or use some
stiff wire to make a hanger. Drill
holes and attach to the side tray.

21)  Assemble and attach the lid.
Drill a hole through the support
bracket for the chimney and
attach the circular piece cut out
from the bottom of the forge,
with a nut and bolt.
Note you could install the
chimney piece that came with the
BBQ if you prefer.
22)  Attach the metal handle
(bought from Lowes or other) to
the left side of the bottom half of
the forge. This will be used to lift
and move the forge.

23)  Place the two 3/16” steel plates, one either side of the fire
pot. Trim or grind them to make sure they fit flush so that coal
can easily be raked into fire pot.
Note you could tack
weld them in place, if
needed.

24)  To stop coal from
falling into the pipe, cut 3
pieces of rebar to 3 ½”
long and weld them into
the bottom of the fire pot
with approximately 3/8”
gaps between them.

Note I did not design or install a clinker breaker. When in use
be sure to rake out clinkers when they impede air flow.

25)  The forge needs a front
metal shelf for supporting hot
pieces and somewhere to lay
down your tools.
Use #10 nuts and bolts and
the 4 large washers to attach
the metal grill (that came with
the BBQ) to the front
brackets.
Finally, install the wheels.

Now everything is DONE and your forge is
ready for coal and your creativity !

Enjoy your forge!
Tony Fenn

              www.fishnchipsfoundry.com
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