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Florida Artist Blacksmith Association

PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE
Welcome to the
President’s Corner

Merry Christmas
and a Happy New
Year to you and yours!
This month, having the time to reflect on our Annual
Conference in Ocala, I thought about a number of issues
concerning our wonderful and exciting organization. In a
prior writing I addressed the subject of when you can call
yourself a Blacksmith and, with this writing, I will
attempt to go to the other end of if the equation: when do
you know you are a Blacksmith.
In addressing the issues associated with knowing you
are a Blacksmith, you will need to take a look at your
inner self and your conduct. I will attempt to explain this
through a few examples of a Blacksmith’s conduct and
mind set. The first point of knowing you are a Blacksmith
is when you see an item made of steel and you say to
yourself “I can make that.” The next step of this would be
the taking of a picture, or making a detailed drawing, and
still saying “I can make that.” The final step of this would
be to go home, enter your shop, fire up the forge, select
your steel and hammer, followed with the making of the
item and you say to yourself and others “I made this.”

Established May 18, 1985

proportion, the placement of a balance point, or countless
other aspects of the items we produce.
In conclusion, the more we learn and reflect on our art,
the more ways we will find to make an item beyond those
we hold between our ears. An example of this was the
trade item we had at this year’s conference: a bottle
opener. With no prior discussion or planning associated
with the making of a bottle opener, we had a record
number of participants and no two of them were the same.
All were excellent examples of bottle openers.
This is just a small example of the way our thinking
changes as we progress on the path to becoming
Blacksmiths. We’re all different, but we are one diamond
with many facets joined in a setting of blacksmith art
known as the Florida Artist Blacksmith Association.

Learning on our own, developing our own
preferences and style is vital, but no one is so
good they can’t learn from a good teacher.
FABA’s Jerry Grice Scholarship provides up
to $1,000 for tuition and fees to allow the
winner to attend a blacksmithing class or
work with a recognized teacher to improve
their blacksmithing skills. The application is
on page 11. The deadline to apply is
December 31. Figure out what’s possible for
you (A week at John C. Campbell Folk
School? One Saturday a month for 3 months
with one of FABA’s pros?) and put in your
application.

The making of items on your own is a vitally
Keep in mind the Journeyman Blacksmith program is
important part of this trade. Now, with that being said, in
alive and well too and we, the Board, look forward to
knowing you are a Blacksmith it is also important to
those who accept the challenge.
compare your items to those produced by other
Blacksmiths. Sometimes you see something different,
Think Safe and be Safe,
something better. With the difference you see you start
incorporating that change into your item and the item is
John Boy Watson
enriched with your malleable thinking and insight. These
changes could involve texturing, the sweep of a
The deadline to apply for the Jerry Grice Scholarship is December 31!

YPRES 2016 an
International
Blacksmithing
Event
Ypres 2016
commemorated those who
lost their lives in World
War I. Blacksmiths from
around the world gathered
in Ypres, Belgium to build
a Cenotaph surrounded by
poppies and a series of
panels depicting different
aspects of the war.
Pictures from the event
are here and on page 10.
For more, go to Ypres
2016 on FaceBook.

(Ypres
after
WW1.)

Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA)
is a not-for-profit organization chartered with the State of

Florida and is dedicated to promoting and expanding the
horizons of architectural, artistic and practical
blacksmithing while preserving the rich heritage of this
craft. FABA Officers and members assume no
responsibility or liability for injuries or damage caused as a
result of the use of any information, materials, design,
techniques, etc. contained in this newsletter, our website,
http://www.blacksmithing.org, our Facebook Page or
provided at meetings or demonstrations.
Contributions to FABA are tax-deductible to the extent
provided by law. FABA publishes the Florida Clinker
Breaker monthly and FABA membership includes a
subscription. We solicit correspondence and unpaid articles on
any subjects related to FABA’s purposes. Send to:
editor@blacksmithing.org Materials submitted must be your
own work and citations of others must be clearly identified. By
submitting material, you are allowing FABA to edit, print and
post them to FABA’s website. ABANA Chapter newsletters
may reprint non-copyrighted material, if it is credited to the
author and this newsletter. You need the publisher’s permission
to reprint copyrighted material unless otherwise noted.
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Calendar of Events
The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community. The regions have no boundaries - everyone is welcome everywhere. Come
to more than one if you can. We hold regular meetings in each region on the following Saturdays of each month: NE-1st, NW-2nd, SE-3rd, SW-4th
except for quarterly Statewide meetings. The actual dates vary so check the schedule below. Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge.
Prospective members are always welcome. Come for all or any part of a meeting, bring your tools or just watch. Most meetings run from 9 AM to 4 PM
and you’ll want to bring a bag lunch if not otherwise noted. If you have any questions about meetings, please contact the Regional Coordinators:

Northeast Region
Northwest Region
Southeast Region
Southwest Region

Steven Estenson
John Pfund
Shaun Williams
Lelia Tavrides

NE December 10 - Allen and Chloe

352-516-9545
850-528-3280
954-274-4119
239-297-2923

steven@foxwoodforge.com;
johnwpfund@aol.com
chevaliervaliant@yahoo.com
lelia@leliatavrides.com

NW December 10, Rex Anderson’s Shop.

Hardwicke’s house, the SECOND
weekend in December for Christmas.
352-669-5644

XXXXXXXX

SW December 3, Jerry Wolfe Forge Christmas
Celebration EVERYONE forging an item NOTE: NO NOV
MEETING & DEC MEETING 1ST SATURDAY!

SE No December Meeting!
Xxxxxxxxxxxx
xxxxxxx
941-355-5615
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REGIONAL REPORTS
SW - October & Christmas Meeting
The October meeting of the SW Region was held at
Mary and Jerry Standifer’s forge.

and I all worked the weekend for the settlement. Lots of
members stopped by to support Barberville.
Our December meeting will be at Allen and Chloe
Hardwicke’s house on the 10th, the second weekend in
December for Christmas. Ben Rogers said he will try to
do his Harley chain welding demo that weekend, if he has
no conflicts.
Our meeting in January will be on the first Saturday
Jan 7th.

Have a great day,
Steve Estenson

NW - November Meeting
The November meeting of the NW Region was held on
the 12th at Mission San Luis. The mission resident
blacksmith, Jim Croft, conducted the demonstration. He
made a door latch using 19th century techniques and tools.
Several of the steps used were requirements for
Journeyman Blacksmith.
Brian Kelley, a long time Mission San Luis volunteer
Trez Cole demonstrated a deer horn hinge. He used a and now employee demonstrated striking techniques.
We had around 30 people in attendance and raised
3/16 X 1” flat bar which gave him the material needed to
$116
from the iron in the hat drawing. John Pfund
draw out the sides of the piece for extra points on the
cooked hot dogs and hamburgers over his charcoal forge
rack, giving the rack more detail.
and, along with several covered dishes, we had a great
Trez also demonstrated the male and female sides of
the hinge using a 3/8” hinge pin, making a custom heavy- meal.
duty hinge.
Ron and Roger
After lunch Jerry assisted two young blacksmiths in
making a cross and a steak turner. Beautiful weather,
good turnout of members, including three young guests,
The NW December Meeting will be held
good food and fellowship made for a great day.
at Rex Anderson’s shop. This will be a tong making
We will be combining our November and
class and several members will take home tongs they
December meetings.
make there.
We’ll meet December
John Pfund
3rd at Wolfe Forge in
Sarasota. Topic(John Butler checks to see if the syrup is made at the
Panhandle Pioneer Settlement in Blountstown)
EVERYONE forging
an item.
Bring a dish for the
potluck and an item for
buck-in-the-bucket.

Jerry
Standifer

NE - November and December
We had a lot of FABA people come out to Barberville
for Jamboree. Jordan, Lester, Joe Bishop, Doug Hayes

SE - October Meeting
Hello again everyone and thank you for joining us for
another monthly Southeast Region report. Our October
meeting was held at my shop, Dark Angel Armory and
Forge in Pompano Beach, on October 22nd. Possibly due
to people recovering from the FABA conference, turnout
was low. Those who attended worked on a variety of
projects, including Nathan Nettles who spent the day
forging a Viking style cross-pein hammer.
We will not be holding a SE Region monthly meeting
in December. We will resume monthly meetings in
January. Our January 21st meeting will be at Tanah Keeta
Boy Scout Reservation, from 10 am to 3 pm.
On October 30th, Dark Angel Armory & Forge hosted
the first of a two-part series of classes teaching the process
of forge welding two different types of steel in order to
complete a pattern welded (aka Damascus) knife-making
billet of steel. Each of the students was provided with a
stack of sixteen layers, eight each of 1095 high-carbon
steel and 15n20 nickel steel. Working with a partner and
the power hammer, the six students successfully forge
welded their billets. One student achieved a billet of 64
layers during the course of the class.
Each of these students will return during the next few
weeks to turn their billet into a finished knife. Despite the
challenges, everyone gained experience and knowledge.
Everyone was successful in achieving a good forge weld
in their billets and fun was had by all.

Open Forge Night
At
Dark Angel Armory and Forge

Upcoming events:
Pompano Beach, Old Town Untapped: Dark Angel
Armory & Forge and the FABA SE Region will be
demonstrating at Old Town Untapped in Pompano Beach
on Friday, December 2nd, from 6 pm to 10 pm. Due to
limited space, please let me know if you plan to join us.
On December 3rd and 4th, Dark Angel Armory & Forge
and the FABA SE Region will be demonstrating at the
West Palm Beach Arts Festival hosted by the Armory Art
Center. If you would like to attend and demonstrate,
please let me know as space will be limited. Check out the
Armory Art Center at www.armoryart.org
Look us up and request an invite at Florida Artist
Blacksmith Association Southeast Region. I look forward
to hearing from all of you.

Shaun Williams
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Tools: 3 fullers, 1 small cold chisel, 1 ball punch, a
hammer, a file and the flypress (if you have one).

. . .

.
. .

Mistletoe Ornament
By Steven and Carol Spoerre, MABA members

Process:
1 – Work out the design. This one is not symmetrical
on purpose. From photos of the plant, it looked like
mistletoe fruits on old wood. Vintage illustrations like
postcards, show berries everywhere.
2 – Trace the design onto the sheet steel.
3 – Go over the design with a fine tip permanent
marker.
4 – With the pattern facing up, place the work piece on
a solid metal surface, partially cut through the
perimeter with a small chisel.
5 – Place a piece of solid cardboard (not corrugated),
under the work as padding, start to go over the entire
design with a small radius fuller, using light hammer
blows. You want to dent the sheet steel rather than
pinch it.
6 – Go over the design again with heavier blows,
working to smooth the lines.

As a traditional theme for
Christmas, mistletoe kissing
balls are fun to have around.
But forging mistletoe with its
fine stems could lead to
burning up a lot of small
pieces in the forge. Not a fun
project for the holiday and not
one you would want to repeat
as a gift. After doing a Google
Image search it was clear that
many past metal smiths had
represented mistletoe in
repoussé. There are wonderful
intricate art deco and art
nouveau designs, many
worked in silver.
The pattern Carol sketched
has little that overlaps so it is
simple for a beginner to chase
and repoussé with minimal
tools. It’s about 5” in diameter
and weighs less than 3 ounces
when made out of 22 gauge
sheet metal, it would work
nicely in copper also. A
horizontal notch along the knot
of the bow will let you suspend
it with ribbon.
Full size pattern
The Upsetter
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7 – Detail line were added to the interior of the leaves
with the fuller.
8 – Flipping the work over you will see the outline on
the back. Over a piece of pine, the berries were
bumped out from the back with a ball tool.
9 – A large fuller was positioned in the larger portion
of each leaf and driven down, staying in only that one
location. This gives the leaf some general dimension
and depth but doesn’t introduce a hard reflective
surface.
10 – The ribbon was bumped out using the large
fuller, moving along paths that paralleled the edge.
More passes were done in the centers of the ribbon
segments to create a dome affect.
11 – Using a soft rubber mallet and some small pieces
of soft pine, most of the distortion was smoothed out.
12 – Working on the front, the small fuller was used
along the edges of the leaves, berries and ribbon to
confine the distortion to those areas and leave the
background relatively flat.
13 – Working over a cutting plate, go around the
perimeter with the cutting chisel and cut the ornament
from the plate.
14 – Remove the rag and sharp edges from around the
ornament with a file.
15 – Make final adjustments to eliminate any warp or
distortion.
16 – Clean the ornament to remove permanent marker
and pencil lines, and prepare for finish application.
17 – A light coat of gilders paste was used to subtly
accent the leaves, ribbon and berries.
18- Clear coat to seal.

Finished chasing

Finished repoussé

Back
The Upsetter

Front
Newsletter of the Michigan Artist Blacksmith Association

11

Nov-Dec 2016

7-Day Challenge
Jerry Wolfe

Recently, a number of FABA blacksmiths have
participated in a “7-Day Challenge” on Facebook, each day posting pictures of different
items they produced. This “mini-retrospective”
of their work seems tailor-made for a Clinker
Breaker Member’s Corner and I persuaded
Jerry Wolfe to lead the way. Whether or not you
have participated in the Challenge, I would
welcome your pictures. The Editor

7-Day Challenge
Jerry Wolfe
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Ypres 2016 Pictures
Thanks to Ontario Blacksmiths
and the Iron Trillium

The Iron Trillium ~ Fall 2016

Finished panel designed by Belgian
master Peter de Beus.

Takayoshi Komine from Japan with his group

Detail from the finished panel of
Roberto Giordani, Italy.

Scottish master Shona Johnson’s
panel, with detail.

Panel designed by James
Makely, USA.

Panel by Paul Mikula, South
Africa.

Panel designed by Francisco Gazitua, Chile.

of delegates and their finished panel.

Centre of panel by Vladimir
Sokhonovich, Russia.

www.ontarioblacksmiths.ca

Florida Artist Blacksmith Association
Jerry Grice Scholarship 2016
This scholarship was established to honor the memory of Jerry Grice, one of our charter members. Its purpose is to
further the craft of blacksmithing and it is available to any FABA member in good standing. The award is limited to
the actual cost or $1000, whichever is lesser. It may be used for materials, tuition, lodging and transportation (paid at
the rate of 43.2 cents per mile or the actual cost of public transportation, whichever is lesser).
A letter of application or a detailed email may be submitted provided the applicant answers the following questions:
1.

What is your name, address, phone number and email? ______________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________
2.

How much experience in blacksmithing do you have? _______________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
3.

How will this instruction help you with your blacksmithing craft? _____________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
4.

What is the name of the school you wish to attend? _________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________
5.

What is the name of the course and the name of the instructor teaching the class? _________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________
6.

What costs will be incurred (tuition, lodging, transportation, etc.)? _____________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Note: By accepting the Jerry Grice Scholarship, the applicant agrees to provide a demonstration of skills learned and
write a report of the learning experience, including “how-to” for publication in the Clinker Breaker. The next item is
not required, but strongly suggested, that an article made by the new knowledge be offered for auction at the Annual
Meeting.
Completed letters of application or emails should be sent to John Butler, Chair, FABA Scholarship Committee, 777
Tyre Road, Havana, FL 32333 or jgbutler@sprintmail.com.
Deadline for receipt is December 31, 2016. Three finalists will be recommended to the Board. The decision of the
Board shall be final. The successful applicant will be notified.
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Florida Artist Blacksmith Association
Leilani Aletras, Membership
PO Box 180622
Tallahassee, Fl 32303
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FABA Officers
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Program Chairman
Past President
Trustee NE
Trustee NW
Trustee SE
Trustee SW
Editor

John Watson
Billy Christie
Leilani Aletras
Gene Kovacs
Kirk Sullens
Jerry Wolfe
Jordan Thomas
Ron Childers
Ralph Nettles
Allen Branch
David Reddy

850-421-8005
850-421-1386
850-539-2345
352-357-7221
941-355-5615
352-478-9580
850-556-8403
561-906-2827
863-235-0033
813-875-2098

Circlejbar3@gmail.com
chriswoodforge@embarqmail.com
treasurer@blacksmithing.org
gbkovacs@bellsouth.net
kirksullens@gmail.com
wolfeforge@hotmail.com
firebrandforge@hotmail.com
Ron@munlaw.net
ralphnettles@msn.com
branchforge@comcast.net
editor@blacksmithing.org

WebMaster

Michael Kummer

941-345-5745

web@blacksmithing.org

FABA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Florida Artist Blacksmith Association, Inc.
Date __________ New____ Renewal ____
Name_________________________________ __
Spouse’ Name ____________________________
Address__________________________________
_____________________________________ ____
City
State
Zip
Phone:________________________________
E-Mail__________________________________________
Check here to get color newsletter by PDF______

Credit Card Visa__ MC__ Discover__
#_____________________________________
V code_____ Exp Date___________
Signature______________________________
Your FABA membership begins when your application and
membership fee is received. Membership is per family and lasts one
year. Send $25.00 fee and application to:
Leilani Aletras, FABA Treasurer
P.O. Box 180622
Tallahassee, FL 32303

Any fees incurred by returned checks will be passed back to the member.

