
JULY, 2015

Florida Artist Blacksmith Association                                                                 Established May 18, 1985

PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE
Welcome to the President’s
Corner.

     This past month I have been
impressed and humbled by
observing the great blacksmithing

skill at work with a variety of tools and techniques at the
Southern Blacksmith Association (SBA) Conference.
There were a good number of FABA members at the
meeting in Madison, GA. First, let me say “Thank-you” to
each of you who were able to attend this wonderful
conference. The work that was displayed, as well as the
work hand crafted on site, was all fine art.
     As I looked at the items produced by the SBA
membership, both large and small, I started to ask myself
how I would define fine art. Let me just inject here that
one person’s view of art is another person’s view of junk.
But, with that being said, what I was looking at were the
lines within the metal design and how balanced they were.
The next was the texture and how that texture played into
the completeness of the item. The balance of the design as
well as the colors of the steel as it developed its flow
through the piece. The hammer marks, or the lack of them,
for the completeness of the piece.  After taking the afore-
mentioned aspects into consideration, I then realized that
they had eye appeal and touch appeal which also gives
them buy appeal.
     To see the art work at Madison this year was a joy. But
the real joy came from being able to speak with different
artist blacksmith about their art and glean technical aspects
along with the procedures in the making of their piece.
Whether you were able to attend the Madison conference
or not, it is time to start making you plans to attend our
FABA conference in October at the Hilton in Ocala. As
we are all getting older, and I hope wiser, keep in mind
that the organization was established with the teaching of
blacksmithing at its heart, so to keep the wisdom of
blacksmithing at the top of the scale, knowledge has to be
increased. By attending our conference, you will be

empowered to meet with our makers of fine art, see their
products, as well as speak with them and be enriched with
the knowledge you can gain and then apply that
knowledge to your art work there-by increasing your
wisdom. In short, time well spent.
     It is time to start thinking about the board members of
our organization as we are coming into our elections for a
number of officers. This is a volunteer organization and
volunteerism is what keeps it moving. Keep that in mind
and volunteer if you have the necessary skills, along with
the time, to perform the tasks associated with a position.
     If you see a new member at the next meeting you
attend give them a warm welcome and invite them to forge
something with you in the future.

Be Safe and Happy Hammering,
                               John Boy Watson

(Quis custodiet
ipsos
custodes?
FABA guards
the gates.)



The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community. The regions have no boundaries - everyone is welcome everywhere. Come
to more than one if you can. We hold regular meetings in each region on the following Saturdays of each month: NE-1st, NW-2nd, SE-3rd, SW-4th
except for quarterly Statewide meetings. The actual dates vary so check the schedule below. Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge.
Prospective members are always welcome. Come for all or any part of a meeting, bring your tools or just watch. Most meetings run from 9 AM to 4 PM
and you’ll want to bring a bag lunch if not otherwise noted. If you have any questions about meetings, please contact the Regional Coordinators:

Northeast Region Bob Jacoby 904-613-2626 bobjacoby@bellsouth.net
Northwest Region John Pfund 850-528-3280 johnwpfund@aol.com
Southeast Region Shaun Williams 954-274-4119 chevaliervaliant@yahoo.com
Southwest Region  Lisa Anne Conner  813-505-8041  MelisandeAubrey@hotmail.com

Calendar of Events

NE July 4,  Pioneer Art Settlement,
Barberville.

NW  July 11,  Mission San Luis

SE July 18, The Surly Anvil, 171 Hood Ave,
Tavernier, FL 33070, USA, (708) 953-2944.

SW July 25,  To Be Determined.
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REGIONAL REPORTS
NW - May Meeting
 Pictures for the  May Meeting at Marilyn and Mike Luck’s in Madison arrived too late for last month’s Clinker
Breaker.  Here are a  few taken by Jody Ledbetter.  Thanks Jody.

 (Mike Luck’s Candlestick)

JULY , 2015(Billy Christie with the NW SBA contribution)

(Mike’s shop)



REGIONAL REPORTS

SE Region May Meeting
Hello again everyone and thank you for joining us for

another monthly regional report.  Our May SE Region
monthly meeting was held at Tanah Keeta Boy Scout
Reservation in Jupiter.  In accordance with the Region’s
push to get as many members as possible certified as
journeyman, the May meeting focused on the completion
of a blacksmith’s demonstration grill.
  As I write this report, I am excited to tell you all that
we are about to depart on an adventure of a lifetime.  In
about six hours we will be on a plane bound for Budapest,
Hungary.  On the 9th of June we will have the pleasure of
spending a day at the shop of renowned master blacksmith
Claudio Bottero in Padua, Italy.  We plan on taking tons of

 (The intrepid travelers, Sylvia Andrassy, Shaun
Williams and Morgan Lee with Claudio Bottero)

pictures and video and will be prepared to provide a full
report upon my return.  While in Hungary, I will also be
visiting with master blacksmith Zsolt K ki in Hajdunanas,
Hungary.  Again, I’ll be taking lots of pictures and video
and will be happy to share my experience with you all in
next month’s Clinker Breaker.
  As you all know, the SE Region is working diligently
planning for next year’s SE Region Statewide Conference,
tentatively scheduled for February 19th through the 21st,
2016.  We have already approached John Gruber about
doing an armor making class at next year’s conference and
he has expressed interested in participating.  John has also
graciously invited the SE Region to hold our upcoming
July 18 monthly meeting at his shop, The Surly Anvil, in
Tavernier, Florida.  Everyone was very impressed with
John’s work and I’m sure we’re all excited to get down to

his shop and see him in action live.  Our plan is to also
finish up our demonstration grills at this meeting.

We will do a pot luck lunch.  To avoid duplication, I
posted a sign up list on the Southeast Region Facebook
page.  Please check what other people are bringing and add
your item to the list.
 We will also be doing an "Iron in the Hat."  So
everyone please bring any items that you would like to
donate to the next meeting.  Raffle tickets will be $1.00
each, seven for $5.00 or fifteen for $10.00.  The funds
raised from Iron in the Hat go towards supporting the
Southeast Region.

Just a reminder, I am administering a Facebook page
for the SE Region.  I try to post helpful tutorials, vendor
information and other valuable blacksmithing resources.
Look us up and request an invite at Florida Artist
Blacksmith Association Southeast Region.  I look forward
to hearing from all of you.

Shaun Williams

NW Region
Hello everyone, I am writing this a few days before the

June 13th meeting at Mike Bettinger's welding shop. I
have already written about the May meeting in the June
Clinker Breaker at Mike Luck's shop in Monticello.

The following weekend many of us FABA members
went to Madison, GA for the 17th bi-annual Southern
Blacksmith Association conference. But not me. I stayed
home to get a chance to fire the new field carriage cannon
at Mission San Luis.

On Saturday the 16th, a bunch of volunteers gathered
to fire the cannons, that's right, I say "cannons", with an
"s" on the end! We fired both at the same time! It took 12
people to do it, because it takes a 6 person crew to do the
cannon firing drill.

That was the first time we have ever fired two cannons
at once at Mission San Luis, and the first official firing of
the new field carriage style one. We had a priest out to
bless the cannon, and we put flowers on it and poured a
bottle of wine on the back of the barrel before we fired it.
We even had a misfire (where it doesn't go off when you
light the fuse) and had to try again. Such excitement! I
think we got some of the wine in the vent hole! It went off
on the second try and everyone was so pleased and proud.
Especially me, not only did I get to help fire the cannon,
but I also got to help make the field carriage itself and I
got to make the cannon charges we used to fire it. Lots of
fun!

I feel like I missed out by not going to the conference
in Madison though. I am looking forward to hearing some
stories from people who went and I am already planning
on going to the next one (2017).



REGIONAL REPORTS

NW Region, Continued
In the last month's Clinker Breaker, I wrote an article

about the Blacksmith Challenge. I also mentioned that I
had made my first few tools in it. They were a round
punch and a chisel, a twisting tool, a pair of No-Tong
tongs, and a hardy.

The next time I went to work on it, I decided to make
some wood-working tools. First, I made a butcher knife-
looking hatchet head from a piece of leaf spring. I could
use it by holding the tang and started to make a handle for
it from a piece of oak firewood.

The hatchet wasn't very effective without a handle, and
I started out with too big of a piece of wood. I needed a
knife, so I started making two out of a piece of the leaf
spring. As I was heating and shaping the knives, I was
using the hot metal (usually after I hammered it, before I
heated it again) to burn and shape the hatchet handle. It
actually worked pretty well. By the time I had the two
knives finished, the hatchet handle was close to small
enough to use.

I made one regular knife and one hook blade one. The
hook blade is for carving spoons and bowls, but worked
for shaping the hatchet handle as well. The two knives
have handles that are just the flat bar, with the blades
shaped on one end. They are pretty crude looking, but
effective for shaping wood handles, etc., and that is what I
needed.

I burned a hole in the handle with a hot rod and
installed the hatchet head. It works. I had put a hole in the
tang that I could put a nail through the handle to hold it in
place, but I am not going to do it unless it comes off. So
far, it is just staying on. I haven't used it to chop much yet,
but that will be the test to see if the head stays in the
handle.

That was the second session. Yesterday, I started in
again, this time making a pair of pliers. I got them about
half way through and quit for the day. I started back on
them this morning and did a much better job fitting them
together and finishing them having rested and started
fresh. They came out great, my best pair ever!

I am going to bring all these BSC tools to the meeting
to show off and intend to bring them to every meeting to
show my progress. I am hoping others will take up the
challenge and do likewise. We can share and compare how
we go about solving this puzzle.

My "next to make" wish list includes a few wood
chisels, a draw knife, and a nail header. That ought to be
enough to start on my tool box. I've got some old boards
from pallets I can use to make it.

The next meeting will be at Mission San Luis in
Tallahassee. July 11th is the date. Jim Croft is the
resident blacksmith at MSL. He is going to tell us some of
the history of the site and demonstrate for us. I am going to
cook hamburgers and hot dogs on my big forge grill, and
be sure to have plenty of water and soft drinks on ice.
 Please bring picnic type food to go along with the
burgers and dogs, like chips, potato salad, watermelon,
etc., and don't forget desserts!

For the Iron in the Hat, let's try to bring hand forged
items that look like they belong at a 17th century Mission.
Hope to see you there!

That's all for this month. Please use the MSL back
gate, it is normally closed but will be open for the meeting.

Thanks,
John Pfund

SW Region - May, June & July
The usual suspects offered their usual excellent meetings
over the last year, some more than once.  They’re busy this
summer and no one else stepped up.  Too bad.  Maybe it’s
your turn.

David Reddy

NE Region - June Meeting
Bob Jacoby organized another great meeting for the NE at
Barberville.  Bob was Regional Coordinator for a long
time before he resigned because he didn’t have the time,
then a few years later he took the job back up because the
NE needed him.  Thanks Bob, you are FABA.

David Reddy



The Southern Blacksmith Association
2015 Conference

By Mark Stone
The SBA 2015 Conference was another great

conference. Billy Christie and I arrived on
Wednesday afternoon to find more people already
there than I ever remember seeing on a Wednesday.
Thursday was much the same with people arriving
in droves and setting up for, what I believe, was the
best tailgate sales of any conference I have attended
since my first one in 2001. Arriving early has its
advantages as you see the trailers loaded with tools,
equipment, and steel pull in and get setup.

(All pictures by Dot Butler unless noted.)



The Southern Blacksmith Association 2015 Conference,
By Mark Stone, continued

The Thursday Evening Meet and Greet was a lot of fun. The one
man band providing the entertainment did a nice job covering a few
different genres of music to appease the many who showed up to
socialize with those we haven’t seen since the last conference. Florida,
again, had a good showing of attendees. It was great to see our
members from Central and S. Florida mid-year. Thanks to the folks
manning the bar who worked hard to keep the line short.

The Copper Fold Forming and Enameling class I took Friday
morning was very interesting and informative and doesn’t look to be
too expensive to get into. The other family classes appeared to have
good attendance all weekend as well. By early Friday afternoon, the
tailgate sales and camping areas were full and in an “L” shape leaving
just enough room for the Anvil Shoot on Saturday. The most demo-
watching I did was with Michael Dillon and our own David Ponsler
working several inch thick blocks of steel into beautiful angel wings
for the project they were working on. The hammer and the press they
were using are awesome pieces of machinery.

(Michael Dillon
and his Bird
Sculpture, by Jerry
Wolfe.)

The Friday evening seafood buffet before the auction was great
with plenty of shrimp, oysters, grouper, scallops, grits, slaw, bbq, etc.
The BBQ vendor they had on-site for the duration of the conference
was very good. Their BBQ sauce was sooo good, I had to buy a pint or
so to bring home.

A very nice tribute to Ivan Bailey, whom the conference was
dedicated to, preceded the Friday Night Auction. The auction,
featuring Col. Tim Ryan as the always entertaining Auctioneer, was a
big success bringing in close to $20,000 I believe.



The Southern Blacksmith Association 2015
Conference,
By Mark Stone, continued

The other demonstrators had good crowds
demonstrating bladesmithing and colonial wares from
Peter Ross. Brian Brazeal also had a station setup
demonstrating hammers and other tooling. The Gallery
had many, many absolutely beautiful pieces of
metalwork from wall hangings to small boxes and
treasure chests, to lamps and blades of various lengths.

(Dot dashed from place to place taking pictures.)

CLINKER BREAKER, JULY 2015



The Southern Blacksmith Association 2015
Conference,
By Mark Stone, continued

Saturday brought more great demonstrations, tailgate
sales and the Anvil Shoot by our own Allen Hardwicke. The
anvil shoot is also a time to remember the blacksmiths we
lost during the last two years. I believe Florida had four we
have lost.

The Anvil Shoot was a success this go-around and also
had a nice big target. An old car was brought in as a “Take
out your frustrations” opportunity for those who parted with
$5 for three whacks with a sledge. The anvil did come down
and hit the door of the car leaving a sizeable dent near where
the window goes down into the door. Nice shot Allen. That
wrapped up the conference for Billy and I and we safely
made our way home a few hundred pounds lighter (the truck,
not us) as Billy had unloaded a few items in tailgate sales. A
very successful conference and fun had by all!

(Is that Steve Bloom on there?)



Florida Artist Blacksmith Association
Walt Anderson Scholarship  2015

This scholarship was established to honor the memory of Walt Anderson, one of our charter members. Its purpose is to
further the craft of blacksmithing and it is available to any FABA member in good standing.  The award is limited to
the actual cost or $1000, whichever is lesser. It may be used for materials, tuition, lodging and transportation (paid at
the rate of 43.2 cents per mile or the actual cost of public transportation, whichever is lesser).
A letter of application or a detailed email may be submitted provided the applicant answers the following questions:

1. What is your name, address, phone number and email? _______________________________________

  ___________________________________________________________________________________

  ___________________________________________________________________________________

2. How much experience in blacksmithing do you have?  _______________________________________

  ___________________________________________________________________________________

   ___________________________________________________________________________________

3.  How will this instruction help you with your blacksmithing craft?  _____________________________

  ___________________________________________________________________________________

  ___________________________________________________________________________________

  ___________________________________________________________________________________

4.  What is the name of the school you wish to attend?  _________________________________________

  ___________________________________________________________________________________

5.  What is the name of the course and the name of the instructor teaching the class?  _________________

  ___________________________________________________________________________________

  ___________________________________________________________________________________

6.  What costs will be incurred (tuition, lodging, transportation, etc.)?  _____________________________

  ___________________________________________________________________________________

  ___________________________________________________________________________________

Note: By accepting the Walt Anderson Scholarship the applicant agrees to provide a demonstration of skills learned
and write a report of the learning experience,  including  “how-to” for publication in the Clinker Breaker. The next item
is not required, but strongly suggested, that an article made by the new knowledge be offered for auction at the Annual
meeting.
Completed letters of application or emails should be sent to John Butler, Chair, FABA Scholarship Committee, 777
Tyre Road, Havana, FL 32333 or jgbutler@sprintmail.com.
Deadline for receipt is June 30, 2015. Three finalists will be recommended to the Board. The decision of the Board
shall be final. The successful applicant will be notified.

WALT ANDERSON SCHOLARSHIP
DEADLINE IS JUNE 30th!



Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA)
is a not-for-profit organization chartered with the State of
Florida and is dedicated to promoting and expanding the
horizons of architectural, artistic and practical
blacksmithing while preserving the rich heritage of this
craft. FABA Officers and members assume no
responsibility or liability for injuries or damage caused as
a result of the use of any information, materials, design,
techniques, etc. contained in this newsletter, our website,
http://www.blacksmithing.org, our Facebook Page  or
provided at meetings or demonstrations.

Contributions to FABA are tax-deductible to the extent
provided by law.  FABA publishes the Florida Clinker
Breaker monthly and FABA membership includes a
subscription.  We solicit correspondence and unpaid
articles on any subjects related to FABA’s purposes.  Send
to: editor@blacksmithing.org  Materials submitted must be
your own work and citations of others must be clearly
identified.  By submitting material, you are allowing
FABA to edit, print and post them to FABA’s website.
ABANA Chapter newsletters may reprint non-copyrighted
material if it is credited to the author and this newsletter.
You need the publisher’s permission to reprint copyrighted
material unless otherwise noted.

Thanks
Mark Stone



Credit Card Visa__ MC__ Discover__
#_____________________________________
V code_____ Exp Date___________
Signature______________________________

Your FABA membership begins when your application and
membership fee is received. Membership is per family and lasts one
year. Send $25.00 fee and application to:

Cassandra Garcia, FABA Treasurer
216 NE 3rd St., Apt. #3
Gainesville, FL 32601

FABA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Florida Artist Blacksmith Association, Inc.

Date __________ New____  Renewal ____

Name_________________________________
Spouse’s Name__________________________
Address_______________________________

_____________________________________
City State Zip

Phone:________________________________
E-Mail________________________________
Check here to receive newsletter by PDF______

NONPROFIT ORG
US POSTAGE

PAID
Tallahassee FL
PERMIT 871

July, 2015

President John Watson 850-421-8005 Circlejbar3@gmail.com
Vice President Billy Christie 850-421-1386 chriswoodforge@embarqmail.com
Treasurer    Cassandra Garcia 904-501-9418   treasurer@blacksmithing.org
Secretary    Gene Kovacs    850-539-2345    gbkovacs@bellsouth.net
Program Chairman Kirk Sullens 352-357-7221 kirksullens@gmail.com
Past President Jerry Wolfe 941-355-5615 wolfeforge@hotmail.com
Trustee NE Jordan Thomas 352-478-9580 firebrandforge@hotmail.com
Trustee NW Ron Childers 850-556-8403 Ron@munlaw.net
Trustee SE Ralph Nettles 561-906-2827 ralphnettles@msn.com
Trustee SW   Lisa Anne Conner 813-505-8041  melisandeaubrey@hotmail.com
Editor David Reddy 813-875-2098  editor@blacksmithing.org

WebMaster Michael Kummer  941-345-5745  web@blacksmithing.org

FABA Officers

Florida Artist Blacksmith Association
Cassandra Garcia, Membership
216 NE 3rd St., Apt. #3
Gainesville, FL 32601

Any fees incurred by returned checks will be passed back to the member.


