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Florida Artist Blacksmith Association

PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE
Welcome to the President’s
Corner.
This is the time of year when
activities really start to draw us this
way and that to satisfy the needs of
Blacksmiths at many different venues both in and out of
state. Each of you who take up your hammer and anvil to
fill these requests is commended for your continued desire
to pass it on. If you can, I would ask that you take the
time to write an article concerning the event and send
it to our editor along with pictures (we all like pictures)
and if he has space and can use your article he will
publish it (Emphasis added by the editor!).
We do have two large events this year that each of us
should already planning for. The Southern Blacksmith
Association Meeting is in Madison GA, May 13 – 17,
2015, Registration materials will be available soon at:
www.sbaconference.com/index.html Prepare yourself for
an outstanding time. FABA’s Annual Conference is in
Ocala, October 9 – 11, 2015. This year is flying by and
the need for each of us to support these events is fast upon
us, so get ready.
This is the thirtieth anniversary of our organization
and I would like to see if there is any interest in forging a
piece to be voted on by the board members for recognition
and an award. If a board member decides to enter this
competition that board member will not be a voter. I need
input to determine if this would be of value, so let me
know if there is an interest.
We welcome seven new members this month: Jim Hunt
of St. Augustine; Neil Jackson of Englewood; Peter
Chamberlain of Wimauma; Houston Tindel of St.
Augustine; Nicholas DeMott of Lake Worth; Eric Nygaard
of Sarasota; and Karen Berkley of Tallahassee. When you
see these new members at our meetings, please extend a
warm welcome and invite them to your forge.

Be Safe and Happy Hammering,
John Boy Watson

Established May 18, 1985

The Southeast Region Quarterly
Statewide Meeting will be held the
weekend of March 21st and 22nd. See
pages 8-9 for details.
The 17th bi-annual 2015 Southeastern
Blacksmith Association (SBA) Conference will
be held at the Lion’s Club Fair Grounds in
Madison, Georgia, Thursday May 13th
through Sunday May 17th, 2015.
Our 2015 demonstrator lineup is outstanding!
Come see “The Wizard” himself, Peter Ross,
internationally recognized Master Bladesmith, Jason
Knight, applied draft horse shoeing with Billy Ridgill,
and large scale forgings for public sculpture with
Michael Dillon and his massive power hammers!
Other conference events include Green and Cold Coal
classes, family programs, the Local Talent Forge, Iron in the
Hat, forge and tool box raffles, a variety of vendors, our Friday
night Banquet, Auction, and Forging Competition – plus other
surprise events! Camping is encouraged, and plenty amenities
are provided just a stone’s throw away in Madison.
The Ocmulgee Blacksmiths Guild is hosting this four-day
homecoming event. The conference theme explores the
language of metalwork (what we call blacksmithisms) that our
society uses in everyday speech. “Get on the horn! Catch my
drift? Everyone speaks smith!” celebrates the timeless influence
of the blacksmith’s dedication, art, language, and expertise.
These blacksmithisms have been compiled into what we
call The Blacklist. This list will be unveiled at the 2015 SBA
Conference and will be of use to all who teach other smiths,
demonstrate for and educate the public about the trade. This list
will act as an evolving, free tool that can be taken and mailed!
anywhere and used to easily communicate to non-smiths that
they already, unknowingly, use blacksmithing vocabulary!
The 2015 theme was chosen in celebration of Ivan Bailey,
one of the founders of ABANA at the first Westville
conference, who passed on September 9th of 2013. He was an
immeasurable proponent of teaching – not only to future smiths
– but by educating the public to appreciate our trade and
ultimately to turn them into future clients. His willingness to
relentlessly engage the public and openly teach techniques to
other metalsmiths sets an example for all of us to follow.

Paul Joseph Richter
Paul Richter of Palmetto,
49, passed away quietly at
home on January 15, 2015 with
his family by his side after his
battle with cancer. He was born
in Bradenton, attended St.
Joseph's School and Palmetto
High School. He was a crane
operator working on the
building of the Skyway bridge
and the Tropicana Field. He also worked as a machinist
and was currently working for himself. He was active at
Holy Cross Church and active with the youth of Manatee
County, participating in Boy Scouts and the North River
Little League for many years. He is survived by his wife
Brenda Wells Richter, his sons; Paul Richter, Carl
Richter and Michael Richter. In lieu of flowers, please
send donations to Tidewell Hospice, 4151 37th St. E.,
Palmetto, FL 34221.

A Note from Lewis and Diane
Riggleman
Lewis A. and Diane M. Riggleman are so
appreciative that with every gift we receive that light
which shines into every dark corner sets us free to count
our blessings as we accept our circumstances. We are
invited to recognize the element of fire which purifies
and transforms our lives.
This event which invites us to go on a journey to
further commit to a spiritual awakening seems suitable to
a people who make their welcomed creative choices
managing fire. This focus demands using the daily first
of our real lives as a cause of celebration.
Thankful to be open to the goodness of life…..for the
many blessings. With gratitude in our hearts, we thank
each of you for allowing us reverence to experience the
real life of joy we are meant to be living.

Published in the Bradenton Herald on Jan. 17, 2015.
Paul was active with FABA’s SW Region for a
number of years. He will be missed.

Blessings,
Lewis A. & Diane M. Riggleman

Jerry Wolfe
Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA)
is a not-for-profit organization chartered with the State of

Florida and is dedicated to promoting and expanding the
horizons of architectural, artistic and practical
blacksmithing while preserving the rich heritage of this
craft. FABA Officers and members assume no
responsibility or liability for injuries or damage caused as
a result of the use of any information, materials, design,
techniques, etc. contained in this newsletter, our website,
http://www.blacksmithing.org, our Facebook Page or
provided at meetings or demonstrations.
Contributions to FABA are tax-deductible to the extent
provided by law. FABA publishes the Florida Clinker
Breaker monthly and FABA membership includes a
subscription. We solicit correspondence and unpaid
articles on any subjects related to FABA’s purposes.
Send to: editor@blacksmithing.org Materials submitted
must be your own work and citations of others must be
clearly identified. By submitting material, you are
allowing FABA to edit, print and post them to FABA’s
website. ABANA Chapter newsletters may reprint noncopyrighted material if it is credited to the author and this
newsletter. You need the publisher’s permission to reprint
copyrighted material unless otherwise noted.
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Calendar of Events
The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community. The regions have no boundaries - everyone is welcome everywhere. Come
to more than one if you can. We hold regular meetings in each region on the following Saturdays of each month: NE-1st, NW-2nd, SE-3rd, SW-4th
except for quarterly Statewide meetings. The actual dates vary so check the schedule below. Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge.
Prospective members are always welcome. Come for all or any part of a meeting, bring your tools or just watch. Most meetings run from 9 AM to 4 PM
and you’ll want to bring a bag lunch if not otherwise noted. If you have any questions about meetings, please contact the Regional Coordinators:

Northeast Region
Northwest Region
Southeast Region
Southwest Region

Bob Jacoby
John Pfund
Shaun Williams
Lisa Anne Conner

NE Mar. 7, Pioneer Art Settlement,
Barberville.

SE Mar 21, Tanah Keeta Boy Scout
Camp.

904-613-2626
850-528-3280
954-274-4119
813-505-8041

bobjacoby@bellsouth.net
johnwpfund@aol.com
chevaliervaliant@yahoo.com
MelisandeAubrey@hotmail.com

NW Mar 14, Juan Holbrook’s Forge,
Ph. 352 374 8888

SW Mar 28, Crowley Museum and
Nature Center, Trez Cole, 941 650 1068
XXXXXXXX
XXXXXXXX
XXXXXXXX
XXXXXXXX
XXXXXXXX
XXXXXXXX
XXXXXXXX
XXXXXXXX
XXXXXXXX
XXXXXXXX
XXXXXXXX
XXXXXXXX
XXXXXXXX

of February, working nights and weekends, frequently
until 10 or 11 pm working on the effigy. We’re all very
proud of our achievement. I hope that you will all
SE - January Meeting
appreciate the work that we have done.
Hello again everyone and welcome back to another
On Friday Feb. 6th, Sylvia Andrassy and I took time
episode of “As the Southeast Region Turns.”!!! I hope
off from our regular jobs and from working on the effigy
the new year is going great for everyone. Here in the
to host a school field trip from Windsor Academy. About
Southeast Region, we're busy as ever spreading the word a dozen boys and girls, one teacher and two chaperones
and working on staging an outstanding Southeast Region arrived at my shop at 10:30 am and stayed until 12:30 pm.
conference. Our January meeting was held at Tanah
During the two hours, I explained some of the history of
Keeta Boy Scout Reservation. The meeting was attended blacksmithing, safety, the tools and techniques and basic
by regulars Ed Aaron, Pete Hill, Ralph Nettles, and
metallurgy and then went on to demonstrate basic
myself. Also in attendance were Brian Guilnette, Erick
blacksmithing techniques. A great time was had by all.
Wall, Matthew Walden, Ross Hunter, Gil Aybar and
The FABA Southeast Region Statewide Regional
Cody Coppinger. After a planning session for our
Meeting will proceed as scheduled on March 21st and
Southeast Regional Conference, several of the
22nd, 2015. Joel Schwartz founder of Schwartz's Forge
experienced smiths led the new attendees in forging a
taper, bending and scrolling and twisting techniques in the and Metalworks, Inc., will be demonstrating repousee
techniques for the creation of leaf work and
forging of S hooks.
medallions and there will be a hammer and tool
Just a reminder, I am administering a Facebook page
making demonstration. This should be an amazing
for the Southeast Region. I try to post helpful tutorials,
conference and we’re hoping to have a really great
vendor information and other valuable blacksmithing
turnout. Please see the conference flyer on pages 8-9.
resources. Look us up and request an invite at Florida
Hope to see you all there.
Artist Blacksmith Association Southeast Region. I look
The weekends of February 28th-March 1st, and March
forward to hearing from all of you.
7-8, Southeast Region members will be demonstrating at
As some of you
the St. Lucie County Fair. If you find yourself in the area,
may know, we
stop by and say hello.
have been
incredibly busy at
Shaun Williams
Dark Angel
Armory and Forge
finishing up The
NE - January Meeting
Love Burn effigy, a
The NE Region February meeting was held at Steve
ten foot tall maiden
and Dina Estenson`s shop in Fruitland Park. Trez Cole
of steel, the
volunteered to demonstrate and forged a finely-crafted
goddess Venus on
divider set. Over 30 smiths and family members attended
a scallop shell.
and the cool, sunny day was perfect blacksmithing
Venus was
weather!
completed on
Steve's shop has a new addition - Thurmond Chaffin's
Tuesday, Feb. 10th
treadle
hammer which Steve has put to good use. There
in a marathon work
were also photo albums, that Thurmond put together over
session that lasted
the years, with pictures of the construction of the
until 3:00 am. I
blacksmith's shop at Barberville and a host of other
have to give a
blacksmithing events and memorable moments.
special thanks to
The main lunch dish was corn chowder complemented
the incredible
by
a
whole host of side dishes - we always eat well at
efforts put forward
these events! Big thanks to Dina, Steve, and Trez for all
by my helpers,
the effort pulling this together.
Sylvia Andrassy,
The March meeting will be held in Barberville where
Cameron Baird, Steve Rodgers and Amy McGrotty.
Without their patience, enthusiasm and dedication, I could we will continue working on Journeyman skills.
not have completed this project. We spent the better part
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how welcome they made me feel as a stranger and nonblacksmith. I have such an appreciation,now, for people
NW - Local News
who open their shops like this. If there are people having
Here I sit, at a computer at the Library, ready to type
open forges that I don't know about, or would like to start,
up my monthly report.
Hello FABA Members. Greetings from the Northwest please contact me, especially if I can help in some way.
Some local FABA members have taken on the project
Region. This is only my second Regional Report and
of helping to make the metal work for a field style cannon
already I'm in trouble! I would like to write about the
carriage for Mission San Luis. Allen Gerrell is a volunteer
February meeting at Skeeter’s on Valentines Day, but I
at MSL and has made the complete wooden part already.
can't because it hasn't happened yet. Look for it next
month. I already wrote about the January meeting at Bob He also installed the iron band on the big wheels, but
Stott's last month. So, what can I write about? I know! I'll everything else is what we're working on. Mission San
Luis requires that anyone working on it be an approved
write about some of my Adventures. Just Kidding!
When I realized this was about to happen, I visited some MSL volunteer. It's a little bit of a procedure to become a
volunteer there, but I did it and I've always enjoyed
Open Forges. And am I ever glad I did. It's not that I
haven't been before, because I have. I just didn't recognize volunteering there. They love their volunteers. If anyone
is interested in helping on this, please let me know and I
and appreciate what a powerful thing Open Forges are.
First I went to the Open Forge at Jim Labalito's. Jim's is a can help make it happen. I'll have more to report on this
project next month.
place where we have one of our monthly meetings each
Our March meeting will be held at Juan Holbrook's in
year. In addition to that, he opens his shop every Monday
evening from 6:30 to 8:30 for anyone who shows up. You Gainsville. The meeting will be on Saturday, the 14th.
don't even have to be a FABA member, just interested in Juan will be starting the demonstration at 9:00 and will
blacksmithing and willing to follow some basic safety
probably be passing the hammer to someone else also. So,
rules. When I showed up the other evening there were
be careful if you're just standing around, he might pick
fifteen people there. Young, old, male and female,
you. Juan says there will be plenty of food as usual, so no
everyone was wearing safety glasses and everyone was
need to bring anything, but you still can if you want to. I
having a good time. Some were working, some were
say, “Don't forget to bring something for the Iron in the
helping and instructing, and some were just watching like
Hat.” I hope to see you there.
me. I was enjoying the show and trying not to give
The April meeting will be in Blountstown, at the Pioneer
unneeded advice. When I visited the next week, there
Settlement. I'll have more information on that next month.
were only 8 or 9 people, but two were a father and son
Well, That's all I've got for now. I'm glad to be a part of
and four were a father and three daughters. Jim Croft
this Great Club and hope you are too!
(blacksmith at Mission San Luis) is a regular and is
always willing to help someone who is just getting
John Pfund
started. Jim Labalito's place is on the west side of town
(Tallahassee) and he has been hosting open forges for
NW News Item:This gate, made by Skeeter Prather,
about four years.
is located at One Healing Place, the Tallahassee Memorial
Next I went to Jeff Mohr's in Crawfordville on a
Cancer Center.
Wednesday evening. Jeff is also a host of one of our
I would like to
monthly meetings each year. I got lucky when I asked him
encourage everybody to
for a little history of his experiences with open forges. I
stop and look at the art
was amazed to find out that Jeff has a tradition of
and iron work you see
Wednesday evening open forges going back THIRTY
YEARS! He's only been living in Crawfordville for about each day. You may be
surprised that it has been
18 years, but started and maintained the tradition, while
living and working in Georgia, before moving here. I first made by someone you
know.
met Jeff about 12 years ago, when I showed up to his
shop to buy a used outboard motor he had listed in the
Penny Pincher. I was surprised to find the smell of
burning coal and a working blacksmith shop. When I told
him I was a welder and was curious as to what he was
Astute Reader,
doing with blacksmithing, he graciously gave me a tour of
his shop and invited me back for Wednesday night open
Dot Butler
forges. I wasn't bitten by the blacksmithing bug yet back
then, so I only showed up once or twice, but I remember

SW - January Meeting
The SW January
24th meeting was held
at Wolfe Forge. The
demonstration was by
Peter Chamberlain and
Jerry Wolfe.
Table base legs
were made using the
"slit and drift"
technique with 1”
square bars. One
challenge is to assure the slit is in the
center of the bar and square with the
center line of the bar. Four legs were
made and will utilize cross bars to
support the marble table top.
Also demonstrated was the
"mortise and tenon" joint concept for
another table. Half inch square bars were used to show the
technique to punch and drift 3/8" holes and then 3/8"
tenons on the ends of bars for shelf bars. The tenon was
heated with a torch and peened over to complete the joint.
We also were privileged
to have snow bird Paul White
(visiting blacksmith from
Illinois) give a demo
concerning making knives or
draw knives from files. Files
are a good high carbon steel
to give a nice hard blade.
Blanks were given to "Jake"
to complete and bring back
and show all. Thanks Paul. (Jake gets his marching orders.)
This was a great meeting with 20 or so smiths and
would-be smiths in attendance. We had a nice pot-luck
featuring Jerry’s slow-cooker and a good time was had by
all. Our March 28 meeting will be at the Crowley
Museum and Nature Center with Trez Cole as master of
ceremonies. Bring something for the Iron in the Hat and
something for the pot-luck.

Jerry Wolfe

Twenty-seventh Annual

Batson Bladesmithing
Symposium & Knife Show
At
TANNEHILL IRONWORKS at Exit 100 off I-20,
11 miles West of Bessemer, Alabama
The Registration fee is $75 for AFC members & $100 for others
that includes a one year Membership in the Alabama Forge
Council. Knife Show Table Fee and Tannehill State Park Fee
are included in Registration.
.
Please pre-register. Send your name, address, and phone
number with registration fee And how many people that will
attend the Demonstrators Dinner on Thursday evening
To Judd Clem, 111 Yorkshire Dr, Athens, AL 35613,
Or contact by phone 256/232-2645, or by e-mail,
clem.judd@att.net. Your Park fee is paid by the Council.
Youth Hands-On Forging Sites for Boy Scouts and other
youths with adult, free to youths under 16. We should have the
best Knife Show ever. Your table fee is free to paid
participants. Bring your best knife for the Cutting Contest, a
blade ready to heat treat and a knife for the Railroad Spike
Knife Contest.

There will be Knife Suppliers, Tail Gate Sales and Tool
Venders
Bring items for the Auction.
TANNEHILL IRONWORKS
The Alabama State Historical Park consists of an Iron & Steel
Museum, Tannehill Furnaces, Craft Cabins, 195 improved
campsites, Gristmill, cotton gin, 45 historical buildings, etcDIRECTIONS: Tannehill Ironworks is located at McCalla,
Alabama about 11 miles west of Bessemer. From I-59 & I-20,
take exit 100 and follow signs to Tannehill (about 2 miles).
From I-459 take exit 1 and follow signs (about 7 miles).
http:www.tannehill.org

BE AWARE! No Alcoholic Beverages are allowed at
Tannehill Ironworks!

For more go to: http://www.alaforge.org/

Hot Punching
Steve Bloom, IronFlower Forge
One of the folks working in my shop needed to do some hot punching, so the following is what I came up with.
Start with 3/4” thin wall tubing (about 10”), three ½”washers, some 1/2”x13 all-thread , and a 1/2x13 nut. Slot one
end of the all-thread, tack weld two washers together and weld into the slot. On one end of the tubing, grind/file a
circular depression (see the picture). On the other face, saw a slot wide enough that the washers can slide into
the tubing. The depth of the slot ought to be deep enough to have the hole in the washer partially inside the tube
(as you look at the depression side)
With the all thread inserted into the tube, a washer and nut run onto the other end, and a ½” diameter piece of
round stock is slipped into the washer, you are ready to punch.....if you had a punch. Never guess what’s next!

Buy some ½” round S7 tool steel. Cut 3” pieces. If you have a lathe (or a friend with one), use a cut-off tool to
create a shallow notch just a bit wider than the thickness of two washer about 1” from one end of the S7.
Turn down the business end to whatever diameter of hole is needed. It is a good idea to face both ends so that
they are square to the run of the punch. In the image above, there are 4 punches -3/16”, 1/4”, 3/8” and ½”
(the last is easy since that is the diameter of the stock S7).
Heat treating is straight forward - wrap the punches in paper, then stainless heat treating foil, toss them into an
oven at 1750 F for about an hour (helps to know a blade smith if you don’t have the oven), pull the package out
of the oven and remove the punches from the foil. Let them cool to air temperature and you are done.
We used an 8 pound sledge to do the punching when creating 1/4”: holes in ½” stock (for a Holbrook inspired
hanger) and the ½” holes in 1/8” stock (for a trammel) Neither punch showed any sign of damage or wear
Some of my cutting chisels (used on the treadle hammer) were more than ½” in diameter. The image below is
what I like to think of as the heavy duty version of the idea – use a pipe section instead of washers and weld
some flat bar with the correct hole diameter on the top and bottom faces of 1” thick wall tube.
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2015 Southeast Regional Conference
MA.
Florida Artist Blacksmith Association, Southeast Region cordially invites you to join us at our regional
blacksmithing conference .There will be demonstrators, open forges and good food, fellowship and
learning.
Location: The conference will be held at the Tanah Keeta Boy Scout Reservation, located at 8501
Southeast Boy Scout Road, Jupiter, Florida 33469. From I-95 in Jupiter, Florida, exit Indiantown Road
and head east to Island Way. Turn left on Island Way and follow the road 4.3 miles to Southeast
Country Club Drive. Turn left on Southeast Country Club Drive and continue .6 of a mile to Southeast
Boy Scout Road. Turn Left on Southeast Boy Scout Road and then follow the signs to our meeting
area.
Accommodations: Free on location tent and RV camping is available at Tanah Keeta Scout
Reservation. RV parking is allowed only in the designated parking lot area and there are no RV utility
hook ups. Cabins are available at Tanah Keeta. Eight person cabins with bathroom facilities nearby
are $80.00 (1-8 people) for the weekend. Two person dorm rooms that share a bathroom with another
two person dorm are $40.00 (1-2 people) for the weekend.
Tent and RV camping is also available at Jonathan Dickinson , 16450 Southeast Federal Highway,
Hobe Sound, Florida 22455. (772) 546-2771. http://www.floridastateparks.org/jonathandickinson/
Hotel accommodations:
Comfort Inn & Suites
6752 West Indiantown Road, Jupiter, FL, US, 33458-3978
Phone: (561)745-7997
Fax: (561) 768-0022
http://www.comfortinn.com/hotel-jupiter-florida-FL657?source=gglocalai
Fairfield Inn & Suites West Palm Beach Jupiter
6748 Indiantown Road Jupiter Florida 33458 USA
Phone: 1-561-748-5252
http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/pbijp-fairfield-inn-and-suites-west-palm-beach-jupiter/
Food and refreshments: A delicious lunch will be available on Saturday at $5.00 per plate with a
choice of one entrée, pulled pork, grilled chicken breast, hamburger or hot dog and two sides, including
baked beans, collard greens, corn, chips, potato salad, and one drink, soda or water. Soda and water
will also be available for sale all day.
CLINKER BREAKER, FEBRUARY, 2015

SE Region Quarterly Statewide Conference Agenda
MARCH 21-22, 2015
Friday evening welcome campfire social with hot chocolate, smores, crackers and cheese.
Saturday AM- Joel Schwartz, formerly of Schwartz’s Forge and Metalworks of New York will be
demonstrating repousee techniques for the creation of leaf work and medallions.
Joel Schwartz’s biography is below.
Saturday PM- Hammer making instructor (TBD): will be teaching a hammer making class from
1:00 pm to 5:00 pm on Saturday. Heat treating of the hammers will be done on Sunday morning.
Open forges will be available all day.
Trade Item: continuing the tradition started at the 2013 FABA conference, Southeast Region will
also conduct a trade item exchange. The Trade Item will be a key chain. Anyone interested in entering
the trade exchange, can make the item. Participants will bring their item to the conference where they
will be on display all day Saturday. Saturday afternoon, after all demonstrations are completed, the
names of participants will be placed in a hat and each will draw a name. Each participant will get to
take home the item made by the person whose name they drew.
Iron in the Hat: Southeast Region will also be hosting an Iron in the Hat drawing. Participants are
asked to bring an item they would like to donate to the drawing. Tickets to the drawing will be sold
throughout the day on Saturday and the Iron in the Hat drawing will be conducted Saturday afternoon
after demonstrations are concluded.
Tailgate Sale: All conference attendees are welcome to bring items for sale in our Tailgate Sale Area.
Demonstrator Joel Schwartz has been blacksmithing since 1972. He studied engineering before turning to art
metals. First as a jeweler and then as a blacksmith, Joel studied under Tom
Markusen, Albert Paley, and the late Brent Kington. Formal education ended with
a Master of Fine Art from Southern Illinois University. In 1977 he started
Schwartz’s Forge and Metalworks, doing work for the high end residential market
mainly in New York City, Connecticut and New Jersey. Using traditional and
modern blacksmithing techniques on steel, bronze, monel and stainless, Joel created
curved stair railings, entry doors and other ornamental metal work of the highest
quality with a variety of finishes for many well known clients. Schwartz’s Forge
did most production processes in-house including machining, forging, press work,
and innovative repousee techniques to reduce production time significantly. Joel
will be demonstrating repousee techniques for the creation of leaf work and
medallions.
Joel has always openly shared his techniques with other smiths and demonstrated
at several ABANA conferences and served on the Board of Trustees of ABANA.
In 2014 he relocated to Pompano Beach, FL and continues to participate in the field
through FABA and Maker’s Square in Ft Lauderdale. Joel’s Joel Schwartz
Architectural Metals, LLC, provides design services, production consultation,
estimating, and sales representation for Koenig Iron Works, Inc., New York, NY.

Letter to The Editor:
To whom it may concern,
As a new FABA member and a 34 year veteran farrier and past president of the American Farrier's Association. I take
great offense of the suggested logo for the FABA 30th year anniversary logo(Clinker Breaker February 2015 page 11).
Don't alienate a group of people that pound iron in a different way! There are some horseshoers that have made
millions in the trade. Don't bad mouth potential new members.
The only reason I joined FABA was because of my love of forging and I have become disabled and unable to shoe
anymore.
Congrats on 30 years FABA!
Eric
Eric A. Nygaard, CJF
American Farrier's Association Past President
Sarasota, Fl

Editor’s Reply:
Dear Eric,
I hope you know I was joking. At our annual meeting in Ocala, we got a lot of people assuming we were farriers,
especially because we were hanging out with Buddy, the hotel's horse, in the back pasture - hence the "Buddy's
Buddies" in the logo. We brought him a lot of apples. A number of our members are farriers and one of my first
teachers was JC Hawkins, an amazing Ocala horseshoer/blacksmith, so I don't have anything bad to say about farriers.
Welcome to FABA and know I meant no harm. I'm sorry if that's how I came across.
Sincerely,
David Reddy
Editor, Florida Clinker Breaker

Florida Artist Blacksmith Association
Walt Anderson Scholarship 2015
This scholarship was established to honor the memory of Walt Anderson, one of our charter members. Its purpose is
to further the craft of blacksmithing and is available to any FABA member in good standing. The award is limited to
the actual cost or $1000, whichever is lesser. It may be used for materials, tuition, lodging and transportation (paid at
the rate of 43.2 cents per mile or the actual cost of public transportation, whichever is lesser).
A letter of application or a detailed email may be submitted provided the applicant answers the following questions:
1. What is your name, address and phone number?
2. How much experience in blacksmithing do you have?
3. How will this instruction help you with your blacksmithing craft?
4. What is the name of the school you wish to attend?
5. What is the name of the course and the name of the instructor teaching the class?
6. What costs will be incurred (tuition, lodging, transportation, etc.)?
Note: By accepting the Walt Anderson Scholarship the applicant agrees to provide a demonstration of skills learned
and write a report of the learning experience, including “how-to” for publication in the Clinker Breaker. The next
item is not required but strongly suggested that an article made by the new knowledge be offered for auction at the
Annual meeting.
Completed letters of application or emails should be sent to John Butler, Chair, FABA Scholarship Committee, 777
Tyre Road, Havana, FL 32333 or jgbutler@sprintmail.com.
Deadline for receipt is June 30, 2015. Three finalists will be recommended to the Board. The decision of the Board
shall be final. The successful applicant will be notified.

The Blacksmiths’ Guild of the Potomac, Inc. 7 January/February 2015
Originally appeared in The Hammer’s Blow, 10/03
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WebMaster

Michael Kummer

941-345-5745

web@blacksmithing.org

FABA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Florida Artist Blacksmith Association, Inc.
Date __________ New____ Renewal ____
Name_________________________________
Spouse’s Name__________________________
Address_______________________________
_____________________________________
City
State
Zip
Phone:________________________________
E-Mail________________________________
Check here to receive newsletter by PDF______

Credit Card Visa__ MC__ Discover__
#_____________________________________
V code_____ Exp Date___________
Signature______________________________
Your FABA membership begins when your application and
membership fee is received. Membership is per family and lasts one
year. Send $25.00 fee and application to:
Gary Kemp, FABA Treasurer
11045 Fernway Lane
Dade City, FL 33525

Any fees incurred by returned checks will be passed back to the member.

