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Florida Artist Blacksmith Association

PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE
Welcome to the President’s
Corner.
This past month has been an
interesting and busy month for a
number of reasons. The ball has
been rolling with the Journeyman Blacksmith program
with the background work moving along to support it in a
slow but steady fashion. The pace is now in high gear and
I am proud and honored to announce our first Journeyman
Blacksmith, Steven Estenson of Fruitland Park. Steve is a
motivated blacksmith telling me, along with others, that he
wanted to be recognized as a Journeyman Blacksmith.
Look for his description of the test in this issue. Now it is
up to the rest of us to follow his lead in the pursuit of
Journeyman Blacksmith status.
This has been a great month of activity with
demonstrations at Wakulla County Schools by Billy
Christie, Wayne Pelt, and me. We had on average seven
classes a day with thirty plus students in each class. The
joy in demonstrating is when a student comes to you and
asks if you know a certain person and when the answer is
yes, they are quick to tell you that they blacksmith with
him or her. In short, seeds are in place for tomorrows
blacksmiths as we all pass it on. We also had the Southeast
Statewide Regional Meeting in Jupiter which was clearly a
success with attendance, demonstration and teaching
which was provided by Kirk Sullen. We were some tired
members after two days of pounding iron along with
eating coal smoke.
There are two changes to the FABA Board. Ralph
Nettles is now the SE Trustee and Shaun Williams is the
SE Regional Coordinator. Ed Aaron, who held those
positions for years, is commended for his years of service
along with his commitment to pass on his knowledge of
blacksmithing. When you see Ed, tell him thank-you for
his service.
We added eleven new members to FABA. Welcome to
John Mooneyhan of Sarasota; Shane Goodwin of
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Summerfield; Scott Purvis of Tallahassee; Richard Lanni
of Deland; Radomir and Marie Dvorak of Sopchoppy;
Mathew and Angela Gilliam of Silver Springs; Sam Ley of
St. Petersburg; and George and Vicki Bush of Palm City.
When you see these new members at our meetings, please
extend a warm welcome and invite them to your forge.

Be Safe and Happy Hammering,
John Boy Watson

PROGRAM
CHAIR’S
LETTER
In this issue of the Clinker Breaker
you'll find bios for this years
conference demonstrators, and
information about basic and
specialty blacksmithing classes.
The conference will again be held at the Ocala Hilton,
over the weekend of October 3 through 5.
Conference brochures and online registration are
projected to go out and go live July 1, and the conference
website (www.FABAconference.org) will have
information updated regularly, just like last year. We'll
(Continued on p.2)

(Program Chair’s Letter continued)

Wanted:

send out e-blasts to everyone on the email list as new info
is available, so please sign up on the website. If you got
the e-blasts last year and haven't changed your email
address, you're still on the list. If you're new to FABA,
please sign up!
This will be our second year offering FABA’s Oral
History Project. Members are encouraged to give
interviews about their experiences with FABA and
blacksmithing, from the early days through today. Your
stories are important to future generations of blacksmiths,
so that we understand and remember the roots of this
organization, and watch as it unfolds into our collective
future.
There is a link on the conference website for online
reservations at the Hilton, with a special FABA group
rate available until Sept 22, or until our block of rooms
fills, whichever comes first. You can also call the Hilton
for reservations before Sept 22, at 352.854.1400, and ask
for the FABA conference room rate.
Check the Clinker Breaker each month, and the
conference website regularly, for news and updates about
this years activities, and come help FABA Link to our
past, and forge our Future!

I have been a member for 2 ½ years now. I
work at a bar and Saturdays are our biggest days
so, unfortunately, I am unable to attend the
monthly meetings.
I am looking for an anvil and I am hoping
to get something in the neighborhood of 150200 pounds. A flat face is a must. The anvil I
have now is swaybacked and has nothing but
chipped edges. Any help you could give me
would be great. I live just outside of Gainesville,
but am happy to travel anywhere in Florida for a
good deal.

Kirk Sullens

Thanks for the help,
Jordan Borstelmann
Crooked Path Forge
(352)485-2465
23610 NW 15th Terr
Brooker, FL 32622

Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA)
is a not-for-profit organization chartered with the State of
Florida and is dedicated to promoting and expanding the
horizons of architectural, artistic and practical
blacksmithing while preserving the rich heritage of this
craft. FABA Officers and members assume no
responsibility or liability for injuries or damage caused as
a result of the use of any information, materials, design,
techniques, etc. contained in this newsletter, our website,
http://www.blacksmithing.org, our Facebook Page or
provided at meetings or demonstrations.
Contributions to FABA are tax-deductible to the extent
provided by law. FABA publishes the Florida Clinker
Breaker monthly and FABA membership includes a
subscription. We solicit correspondence and unpaid
articles on any subjects related to FABA’s purposes.
Send to: editor@blacksmithing.org Materials submitted
must be your own work and citations of others must be
clearly identified. By submitting material, you are
allowing FABA to edit, print and post them to FABA’s
website. ABANA Chapter newsletters may reprint noncopyrighted material if it is credited to the author and this
newsletter. You need the publisher’s permission to
reprint copyrighted material unless otherwise noted.
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Calendar of Events
The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community. The regions have no boundaries - everyone is welcome everywhere. Come
to more than one if you can. We hold regular meetings in each region on the following Saturdays of each month: NE-1st, NW-2nd, SE-3rd, SW-4th
except for quarterly Statewide meetings. The actual dates vary so check the schedule below. Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge.
Prospective members are always welcome. Come for all or any part of a meeting, bring your tools or just watch. Most meetings run from 9 AM to 4 PM
and you’ll want to bring a bag lunch if not otherwise noted. If you have any questions about meetings, please contact the Regional Coordinators:

Northeast Region
Northwest Region
Southeast Region
Southwest Region

Bob Jacoby
Roger Bell
Shaun Williams
Lisa Anne Conner

904-613-2626
850-566-4629
954-274-4119
813-505-8041

bobjacoby@bellsouth.net
bellrgr@yahoo.com
chevaliervaliant@yahoo.com
MelisandeAubrey@hotmail.com

NE July 5, Pioneer Settlement for the NW July 12, Mission San Luis
Creative Arts, Barberville

SE July 19, Tanah Keeta Boy
Scout Camp

SW July 26, TBA. Email
MelisandeAubrey@hotmail.com to get on mailing list.

Tampa’s Rustic Steel Creations has a way with a welder.

REGIONAL REPORTS
SE - May Statewide Meeting
We are extremely pleased to announce that our
Southeast Regional Conference, the weekend of May
17th and 18th, was a tremendous success and we are
already bursting with inspiration and busy
brainstorming ideas to make next year’s event even
more exciting and informative. We had a great turnout
of enthusiastic and dedicated blacksmiths, all eager to
learn as much as possible.
A special thanks goes out to John Watson, our fearless FABA president, and Kirk
Sullens, our program chairman, for their participation and patience in sharing their
blacksmithing knowledge with the conference attendees. We appreciate how long of
a drive it was for them and we hope we can
get them to come back again soon.
Additional thanks goes out to Ed Aaron and
the Southeast Region membership that
helped get the Tanah Keeta site up and
running in time for the conference and
helped with the planning and execution of
the event.
In total, we had seventeen attendees to
the conference on the first day attending
the tong making class and twelve people
stayed over night and attended the heat
treating class on Sunday morning. Those
attendees who stayed over until Sunday learned about differentiating carbon
content in various steels using the spark test. We then made hot punches,
which were hardened and tempered to make the rivet holes for the tongs we
made on the previous day. John Watson also demonstrated making oyster knife bottle openers
from railroad spikes and roses from tin can lids.
On Saturday we had a team striking
demonstration put on by Shaun Williams, his son
Morgan Williams, and Nathan Nettles, drawing
out tong reins from one inch diameter round stock.
Our July meeting will be held on July 19th at
Tanah Keeta Boy Scout Reservation. We look
forward to seeing all the new members and the
old members in attendance. We will be doing an
“Iron in the Hat,” so everyone please bring any
items that you would like to donate to the next
meeting. Raffle tickets will
be $1.00 each. Typical
donation items are raw materials for blacksmithing projects (ie. Tool steels
or knife scales) and/or finished projects. The funds raised from Iron in the
Hat go towards supporting the Southeast Region.

Shaun Williams

REGIONAL REPORTS

More SW

Travis and Lisa Marie
Meek have been
productive, though not
The May 10 meeting of the NW region was held at
the Master Craftsman Facility at Florida State University exactly in blacksmithing.
in Tallahassee.
Meet Willa-Anne Ulyssa
Our scheduled demonstrator was unable to make the Meek, born June 9, 2014.
meeting due to transportation problems. Fortunately,
Congratulations Lisa
John Pfund had an anvil and he and Casandra Garcia
Marie and Travis!
stepped up and demonstrated for us. Casandra made an

NW - May Meeting

oyster knife from a railroad spike. The demonstration
became an open forge with John Pfund making a hot cut
from a railroad spike and Thomas Kovacs making a fire
poker out of rebar. Thanks to Cassandra, John, and
Thomas, we had a great meeting.
Following the demonstration, Roger conducted the
Iron in the Hat drawing with Lloyd Wheeler, assisted by
Ray Rice, drawing and calling out the numbers. John
Watson cooked chicken and along with several covered
dish items we had a great meal. .
There were about 40 in attendance. The iron in the hat
total was $148.

NE - June Meeting

The June Northeast Region meeting was held at the
Pioneer Arts Settlement in Barberville
(www.pioneersettlement.org). The Settlement is a great
meeting location because there is always coal for sale and
our monthly meeting coincides with both the Farmer's
Market and the Settlement's monthly music jam, so there
are activities for the whole family.
Jim Robarr brought along one of his finely crafted
portable forges that he built for Emmitt Zugar. You
might remember Jim's forges from the Ocala conference
last fall.
Steven Estenson made good on
Roger Bell
my oblique reference to a possible
"surprise demonstration" and
SW - May Meeting
forged a delicate leaf key fob
which he donated to the buck-inThe SW
the-bucket. Steve is periodically
meeting was held
holding classes at his shop and
at the Crowley
anyone interested should contact
Museum and
him at steven@foxwoodforge.com.
Nature Center.
Steve is the first FABA member to
There were 10
complete all the requirements for
people in
his journey-man's rating and he brought along some of
attendance. it was
the items, like a neatly forged square corner, for show
a productive
and tell.
meeting.
Jesse Berguson, who is now making a living as a
Trez Cole
farrier, brought along his new truck, which he's
demonstrated
making square corners in square stock and round stock as customizing including a slide-out gas forge, shoe racks,
and an anvil stand that he and Ronnie Fowler gas welded.
well as a corner used to make a hold fast square on the
Tim Willingham forged a dinner bell and I can attest
outside and round on the inside.
that
it worked great because we all gathered for another
A few of the attendees jumped on an anvil and gave it
a try. Then Peter Chamberlain forged out an element that fine noon meal!
Welcome to new members Sandy & Dorothy Huff
can be used as a plant hanger or wall hook.
We did not do lunch, but the fellowship and sharing
from Gainesville. We'll see you at our July 5th meeting in
of knowledge led to some good discussions.
Barberville! Bring along your projects as we'll have open
forges and maybe a surprise demo.

Trez Cole
Bob Jacoby

Makers at MODS Festival
By Shaun Williams
On May 24th, the Fort Lauderdale Museum of Discovery
and Science in collaboration with Makers Square, a
membership-based makerspace/social club held the first
annual Makers at MODS festival which showcased the
community "hands-on application of the industrial arts and
technology." My son Morgan Williams and I were on hand
to demonstrate blacksmithing techniques and represent
FABA to the arts and crafts community of Fort Lauderdale.
At the invitation of Makers Square, we arrived at the Museum of Science and
Discovery in downtown Fort Lauderdale and setup in a big fenced off
enclosure in the back of the museum with several other demonstrators,
including a group of guys that did some amazing wood turning projects.
Throughout the day, Morgan and I demonstrated various blacksmith
techniques including drawing out, punching, drifting, bending and twisting
for numerous groups numbering from four or five at a time to groups
numbering over twenty - several hundred people
throughout the day. In addition to talking about
techniques, I lectured on some of the history of
blacksmithing, the basics of metallurgy, the tools
we use and safety equipment.
I felt that we received a very positive response
from most of the spectators and I have already
been contacted by some about classes and
FABA. Several have joined the Southeast Region’s Facebook page and I am encouraging
them to become full-fledged FABA members. John McNulty, one of the organizers, said
that he believed that “many of the children who went home that day would look at hammers
in an entirely different light.” The event was a great opportunity to expose people to the
skills of blacksmithing and to FABA as an organization.
At the conclusion of the event, I was talking to one of the museum managers and I mentioned that they had a great
outdoor space for events such as this and asked if they would consider doing themed events such as a Pioneer Day.
The manager smiled at me and said that it was funny I should mention that because they were planning exactly such
events and he wanted to know if I would be interested in coming back for future events. I told him that we would be
happy to come back any time.
On July 12th, Makers Square will be holding their Bizarre Bazaar,
where I have been asked to do another blacksmithing demonstration.
I have room in my designated area
for one or two more smiths, and I
have opened up the event to any
other FABA member that wants to
join me for the event. Space is
limited so it will be first come, first
served.

The
Journeyman’s Blacksmith Test
By
Steven Estenson
It was a Thursday afternoon, there was some worry in the air, did I forget anything,
what will he like, or think I did a sorry job on. I treat everything with a very positive
attitude.
I have been Blacksmithing since 2002. My first project was a 9 x 18 entry gate with
scrolls and a letter E bent the hard way in cursive. I decided, if I could not do this, I
would not be able to be a blacksmith. I moved on and continued to go to Barberville
where I learned a lot from all the other members; Lester, Therman, Ronnie, Allen, Bob
Brown. Well, everyone will help if you ask.
Kirk Sullens got to the shop right on time, ready to proceed and see what this was
going to entail. We went right to work and started on number one with the point on a
bar. Most of the items that were on this list were pieces all I had to do was take off my
demo wall. If you have been to my shop, you have seen my doors covered with sample
work, these samples help me to show customers scroll types, finials, and other items of
interest.
I found samples of all the work I had available and for the past few weekends I
have been going down the list making samples of the items I did not have on hand. I
had done most of the items at some time or another so duplicating the missing ones did
not take very long.
I had not done a square 90 degree corner in square stock and had to make three or four before I got one that was
made the right way. This is a tough item on the list. This is not just bending a corner, you must upset the corner so the
outside corner is 90 degrees, without making the inside corner a cold shunt. - Well you just have to try it.
One of the things to do is a oxyacetylene torch weld, I have not made this weld since 1972 so it was just a real
challenge... coat hangers have changed considerably since then. Technology has changed a lot since the 70’s and gas
welding is not the first thing you go for when you want to connect two items together. We talked about this and came
to the conclusion its still used a lot for very tiny decorative welds on artsy type pieces. I can’t think of the last time
someone thought to ask me to do some kind of artsy item.... I make things you can use and that function without a lot
of art... I went to the wrong kind of school... Technical not art. Some brains work on other levels, no reason not to have
a pretty thing that does some function, but the people I know work for a living and won’t and can’t pay what it cost for
pretty. I digress. The rest of the items went very well as many of the conversations during the exam talked about safety
and covered some of the final questions.
One of the other things I found out was that plate gauges are not the same for different types of metals. Iron and
steel have different thicknesses than galvanized, stainless, and aluminum. That is why we have ASTM standards, so we
have something else to look up before we order metal.
The last item I had well covered - jigs and dies. I like to make jigs. If I need more than a couple of something I
make a jig. I have a die set that makes a small Thor’s hammer, so I finished the exam with all items well covered.
I know there a some of you who would like help getting your journeyman’s skills down pat. After discussion with
my loving wife, we have agreed to open our shop to help people on Saturdays for the material costs of coal and steel.
We will have to work out times and dates based on interest. This is not for someone who is just beginning to
blacksmith, this is for people just wanting to find out how to finish up a few items on the journeyman's list.
Thank you to Kirk Sullens for administering the test, I t was nice to have someone who had
already done most of the things on the list, that helped make everything go smoother.

Steven Estenson
Foxwood Forge Journeyman Blacksmith

DEMONSTRATORS
2014 FABA ANNUAL MEETING
Gordon Williams
Thank you for considering me for a demonstrator. I don’t take it
lightly and I am always humbled doing this as I know I’m walking
into a place with many people way more talented than I am. In fact I
have clients tell me “you’re really talented” but I’m thinking “yea I’ve
done this a million times and I have developed enough skill you’re
mistaking it for talent!
That being said I’m blessed– I raised my children with a hammer in
my hand and they turned out well; I’ve had a production shop and
now I have two schools and a shop in which we do custom work; I
build tools for Pieh Tool Co
and we are starting an expanded tool business which
should be up and running
soon. Oh and we are building a shop in Zion National
Park.
I must say teaching is my love, I like to show different
ways to skin the cat and try to explain as I’m doing it. I
always work with several irons in the fire at once and I
won’t ever quit working, it’s the only thing I can talk and
do at the same time. Thank you again for asking me and I
will do my best to do my best.

Lisa Geertsen
Lisa Geertsen is a full time artist blacksmith in Seattle, WA. She
owns and operates Firelight Forge, located in the Equinox Studios
building in Seattle’s Georgetown neighborhood. Firelight Forge operates solely on custom commissions ranging from architectural
work to sculpture. Many projects have been made for restaurants in
and around Seattle as well as for private residences.
In 2014 Lisa accepted the position of Metal and Stone Studio Manager at Pratt Fine Arts Center (www.pratt.org) in addition to the
classes she teaches there regularly. Pratt Fine Arts Center is the only
facility of its kind in the Northwest, likening to many of the craft
schools of the East Coast, but located in an urban setting and offering classes geared toward working professionals and the community
that are easily accessible and affordable.

DEMONSTRATORS
2014 FABA ANNUAL MEETING
Lisa Geertsen continued.
Lisa has a BFA in sculpture from WVU and has spent many years since
working as a blacksmith and a high-end fabricator for various businesses,
including three years working with Master Blacksmith Darryl Nelson. She
is also a very active member in the Northwest Blacksmith Association, regularly overseeing the gallery portion of their conferences and teaching
hands on workshops.
For Lisa, making art is about making a connection, physically, spiritually,
mentally. It’s about telling a story, stepping outside a comfort zone, pushing oneself, making the ordinary and mundane into something meaningful
and beautiful. She hopes to engage others to experience these moments and
trigger something within them that sparks a connection.

Howard Clark
Howard Clark is a premier maker of Japanese style sword blades, and the creator of
the L6 Banite Katana, which is hands down
the highest performance sword blade in the
world. A bladesmith for over 30 years, he
early-on mastered forging, Damascus, and
distal symmetry. Operating Morgan Valley
Forge, Howard produced knives with organic flow and keen balance. The natural
style of his work in straight fixed blades
and folders is distinctive.
Howard delved deep into the science of
metallurgy. Teaching himself, Howard
learned to read isothermal transformation
diagrams and began the journey to create what he desired as the best blade; One that was tough, and
would not chip, crack or break; One that was
hard enough to hold its’ edge for prolonged use
and still be able to be resharpened. Through his
research it is said Howard broke more blades
deliberately than most knife-makers made. With
known steel alloys and controlled temperatures,
the test of the metal was in the heat treatment.

2014 FABA ANNUAL MEETING
Basic Blacksmithing Classes
Classes at the conference are designed to share the basics of the craft of blacksmithing. If you learn all the skills in
Classes #1 thru #3, you have all the knowledge you need to go further in the craft. It's just a matter of practice from
there.
Our classes are self-assessed; we don't grade you beforehand. With that in mind, please read the class descriptions
thoroughly and seriously consider whether you have the prerequisite skills. Getting in over your head is a lose/lose
undertaking. If you lack significant prerequisite skills, you may be asked to audit only so that attention is not taken
away from students who are prepared. This is solely at the discretion of the instructor, and there are NO REFUNDS.
If you've never hit hot metal before, we highly recommend that you take the classes in order, starting with #1. You’re
welcome--and encouraged!--to take a class twice if you want more knowledge of the skills shared in that class.
Working through the classes in order, you will build a toolkit for success.
f you've done some blacksmithing already and are confident you know the skills covered in classes #1 and #2, you
may go directly to #3, #4, or #5. We've added "Refresher" classes for those who have some experience but are feeling
"rusty", or are unsure of your skill level.
Classes #1 through #3 are designed to teach the processes you need to make virtually any project. While you will make
projects in the class in order to learn those processes, it is the processes themselves that are the focus of the teaching.
Fees for each Basic Blacksmithing class are $30, and include materials. Classes are available to registered conference
participants only, on a "first paid" basis. Mailed-in registrations will be recorded as of the date received by the
registrar. Classes are 4 hours, and have a maximum of 8 students per class.
Basic Blacksmithing #1
If you've never hit hot metal before, then this is the class for you. Come learn how to start
and maintain a fire in your forge, how to find a comfortable anvil height, good hammer
technique, and basic blacksmithing safety. You'll utilize these as you learn the skills of
tapering, spreading, bending, and twisting hot metal.
Basic Blacksmithing #2
This class builds on Class #1. We'll review fire maintenance, anvil height, hammer
technique, and basic safety. We will practice using tapering, spreading, bending, and
twisting, as well as adding the skills of splitting, punching, and riveting. Prerequisite for
this class is either Basic Blacksmithing #1 or experience with the techniques covered there.
Basic Blacksmithing #3
This class will cover the skills of upsetting and forge welding. We'll learn how to thicken and join separate pieces of
white hot metal into a single solid piece. We'll start with some basic welds, then combine them with techniques learned
in Classes #1 and #2. Prerequisite for this class is a working knowledge of the skills covered in Basic Blacksmithing
#1 and #2.
Basic Blacksmithing #4
Blacksmiths have been recyclers since the beginning of their craft. Come learn how to tell if that piece of scrap is
wrought iron, mild steel, or tool steel. We'll do a spark test with metals of known origin to see the spark patterns of
wrought iron vs. mild steel vs. tool steel. We'll also do a break test, a nearly fool-proof way of finding out if that
mystery metal is hardenable, if it should be quenched in oil or water, and what tempering colors are right for different
uses with that piece of steel. We'll finish by using the skills learned to make your choice of at least one of the
following tools. Square center punch, Round center punch, Square punch, Round punch, Hot chisel, or Cold chisel.
Prerequisite for this class is a working knowledge of the skills covered in Basic Blacksmithing #1 and #2.
Basic Blacksmithing #5
Prerequisite for this class is a WORKING knowledge of the skills covered in Basic Blacksmithing #1 and #2. This
class is for those who want to make their own tongs but aren't sure where to start. Come learn about half-face hammer
blows, shouldering, and the difference between right and left handed tongs as we work on a basic pair of tongs.
Basic Blacksmithing Refresher Class
This class is for y'all who've taken basic classes before, or have experience forging on your own, but it's been awhile
since you hit hot metal or you feel there might be holes in your knowledge. It's also appropriate for those who just
want to get warmed up before tackling the next challenge. The program for this class is flexible, so you can give
yourself an overall tune-up, while focusing on the particular skills you most need to improve.

2014 FABA ANNUAL MEETING
Specialty Blacksmithing Classes
There will be several specialty blacksmithing classes at the 2014 conference, in addition to the Basic Blacksmithing
curriculum.

Friday morning Gordon Williams will teach a special class offering a variety of projects, based on the skill of
the student. These projects will initiate the techniques of drawing out, fish tails, splitting, punching, fullering,
stamping, melting glass, texturing and patina highlighting. He will show several ways to do hooks and scrolls,
positioning at the anvil to reduce mistakes, taking away the problem of ever making a crooked cut, and applying
physics to make steel move as easily as possible.

Friday and Saturday afternoons, Bill Roberts will teach Basic Aluminum Forging. This class will
cover both hot and cold techniques, including tips and tricks for how to know when the aluminum is hot enough for
annealing and forging. Students will be working with a variety of alloys, in sheet, tube and bar stock. Bill will also
cover fold forming with angle.

Saturday morning, Jeff Mohr will lead students through the complete process of making a
broom suitable for a fire-tool set. The class will begin by forging a handle, then settle in to tie on the broom
bristles. One person can do the entire project, or it may be shared by two people, with one forging the handle and the
other tying the broom bristles.

Classes are available to registered conference participants only, on a "first paid" basis. Mailedin registrations will be recorded as of the date received by the Registrar.

SAFETY & OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION:
Safety is a concern when dealing with metal often in excess of 2000 degrees Fahrenheit. No synthetic fiber clothing!
Synthetics melt, stick to your skin, and burn you! Natural fibers only! In Florida, that means wear cotton. Jeans
and a long sleeve cotton shirt are suggested, most of us wear jeans and a cotton t-shirt. Wear shorts at your own risk,
they are not recommended.
Closed toe shoes are required; we recommend high top boots. If you show up in flip-flops we will ask you to
change your shoes before entering the forging areas. A hat or a bandana to hold up long hair and keep the soot off
your head is desirable. Gloves and a leather or heavy canvas apron are optional depending upon personal preference.
Safety glasses are required at all times in the forging areas. Earplugs are highly recommended. If you have your
own, great! If not, they’re available at many stores, and will be for sale at the conference.
Tools will be provided for use in the classes, but if you have a favorite hammer and tools bring them along--there's
open forges and forging contests to think about also. Be sure to mark them so you don't lose them!

Fees for each Basic Blacksmithing class are $30, and include materials. Classes are
available to registered conference participants only, on a "first paid" basis. Mailedin registrations will be recorded as of the date received by the Registrar.
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FABA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Florida Artist Blacksmith Association, Inc.
Date __________ New____ Renewal ____
Name_________________________________
Spouse’s Name__________________________
Address_______________________________
_____________________________________
City
State
Zip
Phone:________________________________
E-Mail________________________________
Check here to receive newsletter by PDF______

Credit Card Visa__ MC__ Discover__
#_____________________________________
V code_____ Exp Date___________
Signature______________________________
Your FABA membership begins when your application and
membership fee is received. Membership is per family and lasts one
year. Send $25.00 fee and application to:
Gary Kemp, FABA Treasurer
11045 Fernway Lane
Dade City, FL 33525

Any fees incurred by returned checks will be passed back to the member.

