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Florida Artist Blacksmith Association

PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE
Welcome to the President’s
Corner.

The feedback associated with the “Journeyman
Blacksmith Program” has been outstanding and I welcome
the questions associated with it. The next step with the
program has been put in place which is the appointment of
William (Bill) Adams, owner of Blind Hog Forge,
Havana, and Master Blade Smith, as the program director
for this initiative. There will be a number of us assisting
Bill as he develops a proctor and evaluation system for the
required elements of the journeyman program. As aspects
are developed members will be informed to assist in the
pursuit to be recognized as a “Journeyman Blacksmith”.
As the paper and evaluation aspects proceed we need to
encourage each other to work on the practical elements as
well as combining them.
I know the Journeyman program is like eating an
elephant one bite at a time, but keep in mind that it is
nothing more than the consumption of a large meal.
Everyone will be able to take time and proceed one bite at
a time and before we know it--- the plate is clean. This is
how the path to Journeyman proceeds: with one hammer
blow at a time ‘till the project is complete. As a side note
a number of us have discussed the making of one piece
with all of the elements contained in that piece which will
enable us to see real progress in the project.
In other news, Jim (Preacher) Labolito, owner of
Fern Wood Forge, Tallahassee and Pastor of Fern Wood
Baptist Church, has accepted the position of Chaplain. Jim
was the FABA Secretary from 2007 through 2013 and he
continues to serve the FABA. organization.
Keep in mind the Southeast Statewide Regional
Meeting, at Tanah Keeta Boy Scout Reservation, in Jupiter
on May 16-18. It is my hope to be at this meeting and I
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look forward to the Southeast Region excitement as the
smoke rises and the hammers pound.
We have six new members to the FABA
organization. Welcome to Bob and Suzi Goodhope of
Havana, Michael Oliver of Lakeland, Gary Elore of
Panama City, Sandra Nichols of Brentwood, TN, and
Kevin Murray of Brooksville. When you see these new
members at our meetings, please extend a warm welcome
and invite them to visit your forge.

Be Safe and Happy Hammering,
John Boy Watson
STATEWIDE REGIONAL MEETING
May 16th - 18th SE Region Statewide Meeting
Tanah Keeta Boy Scout Camp. Kirk Sullens will
demonstrate tong making and the SE Region
Striking Team will be a big hit. See pages 8-9

for information.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY FABA
29 & Going Strong!

Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA)
is a not-for-profit organization chartered with the State of
Florida and is dedicated to promoting and expanding the
horizons of architectural, artistic and practical
blacksmithing while preserving the rich heritage of this
craft. FABA Officers and members assume no
responsibility or liability for injuries or damage caused as
a result of the use of any information, materials, design,
techniques, etc. contained in this newsletter, our website,
http://www.blacksmithing.org, our Facebook Page or
provided at meetings or demonstrations.
Contributions to FABA are tax-deductible to the extent
provided by law. FABA publishes the Florida Clinker
Breaker monthly and FABA membership includes a
subscription. We solicit correspondence and unpaid
articles on any subjects related to FABA’s purposes.
Send to: editor@blacksmithing.org Materials submitted
must be your own work and citations of others must be
clearly identified. By submitting material, you are
allowing FABA to edit, print and post them to FABA’s
website. ABANA Chapter newsletters may reprint noncopyrighted material if it is credited to the author and this
newsletter. You need the publisher’s permission to
reprint copyrighted material unless otherwise noted.
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Calendar of Events
The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community. The regions have no boundaries - everyone is welcome everywhere. Come
to more than one if you can. We hold regular meetings in each region on the following Saturdays of each month: NE-1st, NW-2nd, SE-3rd, SW-4th
except for quarterly Statewide meetings. The actual dates vary so check the schedule below. Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge.
Prospective members are always welcome. Come for all or any part of a meeting, bring your tools or just watch. Most meetings run from 9 AM to 4 PM
and you’ll want to bring a bag lunch if not otherwise noted. If you have any questions about meetings, please contact the Regional Coordinators:

Northeast Region
Northwest Region
Southeast Region
Southwest Region

Bob Jacoby
Roger Bell
Ed Aaron
Lisa Anne Conner

904-613-2626
850-566-4629
561-748-9824
813-977-3743

bobjacoby@bellsouth.net
bellrgr@yahoo.com
edaaron9824@bellsouth.net
MelisandeAubrey@hotmail.com

NE May 3, Pioneer Settlement for the NW May 10, The Master Craftsman Studio of
FSU, located at 905 W. Gaines Street, Tallahassee.
Creative Arts, Barberville

US90, Tennesee St.

SR 366

FSU

SR 20

SR 20
Apalachee Pkwy

X 905 W. Gaines
Capitol

SE Statewide Meeting May 16-18,
Tanah Keeta Boy Scout Camp

SW May 24, Crowley Museum & Nature Ctr.,
Demo by Trez Cole, Making Square Corners

REGIONAL REPORTS
NW - March Meeting
The NW March meeting was held at Mike Bettinger's
shop (Bettinger Welding). Mike was a great host, he
provided a great lunch and also gave all FABA members
a discounted price on metal.

Vi Payton and Ed Crane

Mike Bettinger and Bob Stott

T. Paul McGowan and Bob Stott demonstrated making
cable Damascus and T. Paul made a knife blade out of the
cable Damascus. They started by welding large nuts on
the ends of a piece of cable about 1.5 inches thick and
seven inches long. The cable was then heated and
untwisted, then wirebrushed to clean it. It was then
heated and twisted back and fluxed with anhydrous borax
(borax that has been heated to dry the water out). The
cable was then heated to welding temperature and fused
to a billet.

Following the demonstration, Billy Christie conducted the
Iron in the Hat drawing with Lloyd Wheeler drawing and
calling out the numbers. The knife blade Paul made along
with another billet and a pie cooked by Preacher's
grandaughter were auctioned off by Clyde Payton. The
drawing and auction produced $419. And thanks also
goes to Preacher for bringing the belt sander, Mike's
people for cooking lunch and John Boy (assisted by Kirk
Sullens) for cooking breakfast.

Gathering at the grill.
There were over 65 in attendance.

Roger Bell
Thanks to Dot Butler for these great pictures!
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REGIONAL REPORTS

SW March Meeting

SE - March Meeting

A nice group of 26 folks attended the March 22nd SW
meeting at Wolfe Forge in Sarasota. Jeffrey Robinson our
local sword maker gave an excellent demonstration of
making swords from steel selection to finish hardware.

News from the SE Region: Our meeting was a work day
with a large turn out (12) to try to establish our new
residence. We were able to move most of the heaviest
equipment and put the carport shelter back together, trying
to get ready for our Regional Conference next month.
I demo'ed at River Bend Park on March 22nd.

We had Gerry Jamison, William Kahl and Peter Hill
demo'ing at Earth Day -Okeeheelee Park in Wellington
today-04/12/2014

Ed Aaron
More SE:
The forge building seminar at my shop on Saturday
was a tremendous success. Thanks to Fred Goldstein,
Brian Weiner, Juan (Jack) Basura, Steve Rodgers and
Nicole Alcaro for coming and helping out. I posted some
pictures on the Facebook page.
Our next monthly meeting is Saturday, April 19th at
Tanah Keeta Boy Scout Reservation in Jupiter, Florida.
Email me if you need directions. Some of us will be
framing up the floor and walls of our new storage shed.
The forges will be available for anyone else who would
like to do some smithing.
Looking forward to seeing you all there.

Jeffrey and a volunteer
even had a “sword to
sword” simulated
combat to show
techniques of sword
control.
Jeffrey heat treated
three blanks of 1075
grade steel to show the
proper way to heat treat
a blade. One was
annealed (slow cool
after heating to the
critical temperature/
non-magnetic); one
was hardened
(quenched in oil but not tempered) and the third was
hardened and tempered (quenched plus heat to “blue”
temper color). The annealed blank BENT with relatively
little resistance and would not spring back; the harden only
one BROKE with a SNAP; and the harden + temper one
would bend and spring back and had the hardness to hold a
sharp edge. Jeffrey gave the theoretical explanation of
how the crystal structure changes and how the carbon gets
trapped which results in a “hardened” crystal structure
with the proper amount of carbon.
Jeffrey also gave a detailed explanation with hands on
examples concerning the investment casting process for
the bronze sword handle hardware. The intricate designs
take a delicate hand to carve the prototype. Had a great
day with lots of participation
and exchange of ideas.
Cliff Larsen from Hasting,
MN also demonstrated how to
make a rose from a bottle cap.
Several folks made one using
Cliff’s special tools. Cliff
also showed some other skills
/ techniques of interest.
Thanks Cliff for visiting
FABA – SW.

Shaun Williams
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We also had a “nice contingent” from the SE region;
thanks Shaun.

UPCOMING EVENTS

The iron in the HAT
resulted in $95 for FABA.
The author was fortunate to
have the first winning
ticket and selected the
“short sword” donated by
Jeffrey.

NE Region May 3rd at Barberville

Jerry Wolfe

Ben Rogers will demonstrate the construction
of a shovel forming tool.

NW Region May 10 Meeting:
Joint Meeting with FABA and the Florida
State University Master Craftsman Studio
Dan Vandenberg, Nicole
Alcaro and Chau Bui.

Thanks to Shaun Williams for the SW
pictures!

On May 10th there will be a joint meeting of the Florida
Artist Blacksmith Assn. and the FSU Master Craftsman
Studio. There will be glass blowing demonstrations as well
as forging demos. This is a “get to know each other”
meeting between our two organizations, so it will not be
advertised to the public. This will take place at the Master
Craftsman Studio, 905 W. Gaines Street in Tallahassee.

John Butler

NE - April Meeting

SE Region May 16-18 Statewide Meeting
The NE Region held its April meeting at the Pioneer
Settlement for the Creative Arts in Barberville
(http://www.pioneersettlement.org/) on April 5th.
Approximately 30 smiths attended, in part because this
was our second annual April tailgate tool sale. The tool
sale was a success because it fostered some spring
cleaning and passing along of tools that can be put into
immediate use by other FABA member.
Kirk Sullens, Tom Kennedy, and Trez Cole couldn't
make the meeting because they were demonstrating for
FABA at the Tampa MakerCon. If you're not familiar with
MakerCon, check it out at www.makercon.com - big
thanks to Kirk, Tom, and Trez for representing FABA at
the forefront of innovation and creativity!
The Barberville forges were expertly manned by Steve
Estenson and Ben Rogers who demonstrated a variety of
tasks, but most importantly mentored newer smiths in the
craft. Ronnie Fowler brought along several knives that
he’s recently forged
and has generously
donated one for our
FABA Annual
Conference in
October. Finally, Bob
Brown prepared an
outstanding main
meal of smoked
chicken. Basically, Saturdays don’t get much better than
the one we all enjoyed on April 5th at Barberville!

Bob Jacoby

Tanah Keeta Boy Scout Camp. Kirk Sullens will
demonstrate tong making and the SE Region
Striking Team will be a big hit. See pages 7-8

for information.
May 16-17 AACB Blacksmith Conference,
Cannonsburgh Village, Murfreesboro, TN,
Brian Brazeal and Elmer Roush demonstrators
appalachianblacksmiths.org

SW Region May 24 at Crowley Museum
and Nature Center, Demo by Trez Cole,
Making Square Corners.
May 24 is Alla Smeders Dag, AKA
International Blacksmith’s Day SW is
celebrating, sort of. If you are too, be sure to post
to FABA’s FaceBook page.

FOR SALE:
Pioneer Settlement in Barberville has coal available at
$35 per 100 lb bag. Pick-up only. Call ahead with your
order and we’ll have it ready. Cash, check, Mastercard,
VISA and Discover accepted. Mon-Sat, 9 am- 4 pm.
Gudren Benson, Pioneer Settlement, 386-749-2959.

Florida Artist Blacksmith Association
Walt Anderson Scholarship 2014
Receipt Deadline June 16, 2014
This scholarship was established to honor the memory of Walt Anderson, one of our charter members. Its purpose is
to further the craft of blacksmithing and it is available to any FABA member in good standing. The award is limited
to the actual cost or $1000, whichever is lesser. It may be used for materials, tuition, lodging and transportation (paid
at the rate of 43.2 cents per mile or the actual cost of public transportation, whichever is lesser).
A letter of application or a detailed email may be submitted provided the applicant answers the following questions:
1.

What is your name, address and phone number? ___________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________

2.

How much experience in blacksmithing do you have? _______________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________

3.

How will this instruction help you with your blacksmithing craft? _____________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________

4.

What is the name of the school you wish to attend? _________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________

5.

What is the name of the course and the name of the instructor teaching the class? _________________
___________________________________________________________________________________

6.

What costs will be incurred (tuition, lodging, transportation, etc.)? _____________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________

Note: By accepting the Walt Anderson Scholarship the applicant agrees to provide a demonstration of skills learned
and write a report of the learning experience, including “how-to” for publication in the Clinker Breaker. The next
item is not required but strongly suggested that an article, made by the new knowledge, be offered for auction at the
Annual meeting.
Completed letters of application or emails should be sent to John Butler, Chair , FABA Scholarship Committee, 777
Tyre Road, Havana, FL 32333 or jgbutler@sprintmail.com.
Deadline for receipt is June 16, 2014. Three finalists will be recommended to the Board. The decision of the Board
shall be final. The successful applicant will be notified.

Florida Artist Blacksmith Association
Southeast Regional Statewide Conference
May 16-18, 2014
Florida Artist Blacksmith Association, Southeast Region cordially invites you to join us at our regional blacksmithing
conference. There will be demonstrators, open forges and good food, fellowship and learning.
Location: The conference will be held at the Tanah Keeta Boy Scout Reservation, located at 8501 Southeast Boy Scout
Road, Jupiter, Florida 33469. From I-95 in Jupiter, Florida, exit Indiantown Road and head east to Island Way. Turn left
on Island Way and follow the road 4.3 miles to Southeast Country Club Drive. Turn left on Southeast Country Club
Drive and continue .6 of a mile to Southeast Boy Scout Road. Turn Left on Southeast Boy Scout Road and then follow
the signs to our meeting area.
Accommodations: Free on location tent and RV camping is
available at Tanah Keeta Scout Reservation. RV parking is allowed
only in the designated parking lot area and there are no RV utility
hook ups. Cabins are available at Tanah Keeta. Eight person cabins
with bathroom facilities nearby are $80.00 (1-8 people) for the
weekend. Two person dorm rooms that share a bathroom with
another two person dorm are $40.00 (1-2 people) for the weekend.
Tent and RV camping is also available at Jonathan Dickinson State
Park, 16450 Southeast Federal Highway, Hobe Sound, Florida 22455.
(772) 546-2771. http://www.floridastateparks.org/jonathandickinson/

Boy Scout Cabins.

Hotel accommodations:
Comfort Inn & Suites
6752 West Indiantown Road, Jupiter, FL, US, 33458-3978
Phone: (561)745-7997
Fax: (561) 768-0022
http://www.comfortinn.com/hotel-jupiter-florida-FL657?source=gglocalai
Fairfield Inn & Suites West Palm Beach Jupiter
6748 Indiantown Road Jupiter Florida 33458 USA
Phone: 1-561-748-5252
http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/pbijp-fairfield-inn-and-suites-west-palm-beach-jupiter/
Friday evening welcome campfire social with hot chocolate, smores, cracker and cheese.
Kirk Sullens: the Florida Artist Blacksmith Association, statewide Program Chairperson will be teaching a tong and tool
making class from 9 am to 12 noon on Saturday. If enough people are interested in staying over Saturday night, Kirk will
demonstrate heat treating of tools on Sunday morning 9 am and the making of one of his amazing octopus sculptures.
[Kirk Sullens biography is on the following page]
Florida Artist Blacksmith Association, Southeast Region Striking Team of Shaun Williams, Nathan Nettles and
Morgan Williams will be demonstrating team striking techniques related to tool making, helping draw out tong reigns
and demonstrating hardy tool making.
Open forges will be available all day.
continued
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Florida Artist Blacksmith Association
Southeast Regional Statewide Conference
May 16-18, 2014
Trade Item: continuing the tradition started at the 2013 FABA conference, Southeast Region will also conduct a trade
item exchange. The Trade Item will be a key chain. Anyone interested in entering the trade exchange, can make the item.
Participants will bring their item to the conference where they will be on display all day Saturday. Saturday afternoon,
after all demonstrations are completed, the names of participants will be placed in a hat and each will draw a name. Each
participant will get to take home the item made by the person whose name they drew.
Iron in the Hat: Southeast Region will also be hosting an Iron in the Hat drawing. Participants are asked to bring an item
they would like to donate to the drawing. Tickets to the drawing will be sold throughout the day on Saturday and the Iron
in the Hat drawing will be conducted Saturday afternoon after demonstrations are concluded.
Tailgate Sale: All attendees of the conference are welcome to bring items for sale in our Tailgate Sale area.
Food and refreshments: A delicious Southern style lunch will be available on Saturday at $5.00 per plate with a choice
of one entrée, pulled pork, grilled chicken breast, hamburger or hot dog and two sides, including baked beans, collard
greens, corn, chips, potato salad, and one drink, soda or water. Soda and water will also be available for sale all day.

KIRK SULLENS
SE DEMONSTRATOR
Kirk Sullens has been blacksmithing since he picked up Alex Weyger’s "The Modern
Blacksmith" in 1988, and was instantly spellbound. His first professional metalworking job
was 2 years later, and started him in full time work in a fabrication shop for five years, where
he learned production methods.
At the 1994 ABANA conference he met the manager of the Bass Pro Shops/Outdoor World
metal shop, where he then went to work. Bass Pro gave him a 15 year patronage that allowed
him to produce wildlife art as decor for their stores.
During his tenure at Bass Pro, he also was active in BAM, ultimately serving one term as
president, and co-chairing the 2008 BAM conference with Tom Clark.
He has demonstrated for BAM, IVBA/UMBA, NWBA,
and FABA at their annual conferences, as well as
teaching and holding workshops.
After moving to central Florida in 2009, he became
active in FABA, demonstrating for regional groups here, and chairing the 2013
conference.
Kirk feels modern blacksmithing is driven by two things: the desire to preserve and
maintain the tradition of blacksmithing, and the cutting edge creativity of modern
architectural and artist blacksmiths. Each is indispensable to the real goal of
teaching the next generation of smiths that they are bound only by their
imaginations.
His artist's statement is simple and succinct: "I like to make stuff."

ABANA Conference Registration. Cost increases by $50 after 6/30/2014
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FABA Officers
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Program Chairman
Past President
Trustee NE
Trustee NW
Trustee SE
Trustee SW
Editor

John Watson
Billy Christie
Gary Kemp
Gene Kovacs
Kirk Sullens
Jerry Wolfe
Jordan Thomas
Ron Childers
Ed Aaron
Lisa Anne Conner
David Reddy

850-421-8005
850-421-1386
352-567-7304
850-539-2345
352-357-7221
941-355-5615
352-473-5228
850-556-8403
561-748-9824
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Circlejbar3@gmail.com
chriswoodforge@embarqmail.com
Treasurer@blacksmithing.org
gbkovacs@bellsouth.net
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wolfeforge@hotmail.com
firebrandforge@hotmail.com
Ron@munlaw.net
edaaron9824@bellsouth.net
melisandeaubrey@hotmail.com
editor@blacksmithing.org

WebMaster

Michael Kummer

941-345-5745

web@blacksmithing.org

FABA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Florida Artist Blacksmith Association, Inc.
Date __________ New____ Renewal ____
Name_________________________________
Spouse’s Name__________________________
Address_______________________________
_____________________________________
City
State
Zip
Phone:________________________________
E-Mail________________________________
Check here to receive newsletter by PDF______

Credit Card Visa__ MC__ Discover__
#_____________________________________
V code_____ Exp Date___________
Signature______________________________
Your FABA membership begins when your application and
membership fee is received. Membership is per family and lasts one
year. Send $25.00 fee and application to:
Gary Kemp, FABA Treasurer
11045 Fernway Lane
Dade City, FL 33525

Any fees incurred by returned checks will be passed back to the member.

