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Florida Artist Blacksmith Association

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Welcome to the President’s Corner –
The time has come for my final message. What shall
I say to those who have diligently read my monthly
babbling for four years? Some months there are many
things to communicate to you as the heart of FABA,
loyal volunteers and diligent workers – YOU know who
you are, and I really appreciate all the work done to make
FABA the organization it is today. FABA is a vibrant
and exciting organization to be a part of and to give of
one’s time and resources. The main highlight of the past
four years was the 25th Anniversary Celebration in 2010.
There are many others but I will not go down memory
lane at this time.

Established May 18, 1985

LaMonica of Hixson TN; Bill & Carol Nelson of Ocala;
Casey Dillahay of Vero Beach; Cassandra Garcia of
Gainesville; John Bohmer of West Palm Beach; Lori
Olson of Homosassa; Robert Hoover of Inverness; Phil
Collins of Jacksonville; Richard Edwards of Christmas;
Jennifer Gerrell; Alfred L. McClure; Charles Hutchenson; Fred Cremo; Mary Voytek; Michael Shiflett;
Mike Randall; Paula Beebe and Davis & Ted Young.
We thank you all for joining and supporting FABA.
Congratulations to John “Boy” Watson and good luck
with your term as President of this great group; to Billy
Christie, our new Vice President and to Gene Kovacs our
new Secretary.

Jerry Wolfe

We have experienced a resurgence of interest in
blacksmithing. During the 2013 conference we had an
excellent number of students, both young and older,
taking many classes (Thanks again Kirk and Jordan!).
Now it’s up to the regions to keep the interest focused on
constructive projects to allow the creative spirit to
flourish and develop. I encourage each coordinator and
trustee to find out who has taken classes and follow up
with them. Maybe one would like to do a demo for a
meeting or get help building their own shop. It’s
encouraging to see young folks take an interest to
learning the ancient craft of “hammering steel.”
I would like to say a SPECIAL THANK YOU to all
the Officers and Board members who have worked
alongside me for the past four years. It has been a good
journey. Our FOUNDING members started a great
organization and, as we work together, we can keep it
going to show FLORIDA what blacksmithing is and was
all about.
Welcome New Members: Alexandra Braun of
Gainesville; Brian Guilmette of Loxahatchee; Bud

(The burning of the hat of power!)

INSIDE: FABA JERRY GRICE SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION P. 11
Deadline for Receipt is December 31, 2013

Thank You for a Great Conference!
While I’ve written out a long list of people who stepped up to help, it’s inevitable that I will
miss someone. Some of you I only just met and don’t know your names, or can’t remember them in
the whirlwind of names given me over the course of the conference. If I didn’t get you on this list,
it wasn’t for lack of trying, but only because of brain overload (it would help if it were bigger, or
functioned properly).
I’m still sorting through the equipment that came home with me, continuing to mark the FABA stuff, and
gradually taking things back to Barberville. HOWEVER, a few things came home with me that don’t belong either to
me or to FABA, including some tongs and other hand tools, a small coal forge, a jacket, and a camera lens cap.
Identify your property and we’ll work out how to reunite you with it!
It’s interesting to note that, excluding on-site registration AT the conference, 78% of pre-registrations were done
online, and 83% of class spaces were booked online. Times change, but blacksmithing is still with us!
I want to thank all of you who attended for making this year’s FABA conference a wonderful success for me. I
know, you can’t please everybody no matter how hard you try, but I think most of you had a good time!
Now it’s time for me to look forward to next year. Talk with me about what you’d like to see….

Kirk Sullens (& Helen Donnell)
Program Chair
RIGHT HAND MEN
Jordan Thomas
Tom Kennedy
Mike Barton
————————–

DEMONSTRATORS
Roberta Elliott
Heather McLarty
Elsa Fantino & Fred Perrin
————————–

SITE CAPTAINS
Mike Barton
Tom Kennedy
Heather Hole
—————————

TEACHERS AND HELPERS
Jordan Thomas
Leslie Tharp
Billy Christie
Brad Pafford (2 classes)
Steve Estenson
John Watson
John Pfund
Trez Cole
Ron Childers
Ray Nager
Eric Bushnell
Roger Bell

PEOPLE WHO STEPPED UP CONFERENCE
SUPPORTERS
TO MEET A NEED
Everybody who came early for setup
and stayed late for load-out.
Jim Labolito, and everyone who
helped him at the registration table.
Bill Roberts
Fred and Elsa
Jay Wood
Richard Hayes
Jerry Wolfe
Mary Standifer
Josiah Thomas (and his auction crew)
Terry at Brick City Center for the
Arts.
Brad Pafford
The boys who hung the Blue Moon
Press banner.
Allen Branch
John Butler
Bob Jacoby
Ralph Nettles
Lisa Anne Conner
Lawrence McManus
Madi Dickmon (who wanted to help,
but life got in the way, and who was
stand-up about it).
Jay Griner (for his trailer).
John Suarez (who loaded/unloaded
the power hammer at my house).
Susan Croft (who tried, but her tractor
wasn’t big enough).

Jerome Vadon of Graphster.com
Blacksmith Supply
Blue Moon Press
Marion County Visitors and
Convention Bureau
Hilton Hotel Ocala
Phillips Printing
Signs Unlimited in Ocala
Beautiful Moments Party Rental
Surplus Steel in Apopka
Ed Klaus (tarp tents)
Kris Olsen, Pineapple Post of Ocala
(Kris Olsen got Kirk to hold still for this
picture, something I never managed. ED)

Calendar of Events
The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community. The regions have no boundaries - everyone is welcome everywhere. Come
to more than one if you can. We hold regular meetings in each region on the following Saturdays of each month: NE-1st, NW-2nd, SE-3rd, SW-4th
except for quarterly Statewide meetings. The actual dates vary so check the schedule below. Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge.
Prospective members are always welcome. Come for all or any part of a meeting, bring your tools or just watch. Most meetings run from 9 AM to 4 PM
and you’ll want to bring a bag lunch if not otherwise noted. If you have any questions about meetings, please contact the Regional
Coordinators:

Northeast Region
Northwest Region
Southeast Region
Southwest Region

Bob Jacoby
Billy Christie
Ed Aaron
Lisa Anne Conner

904-613-2626
850-421-1386
561-748-9824
813-977-3743

bobjacoby@bellsouth.net
chriswoodforge@embarqmail.com
edaaron9824@bellsouth.net
MelisandeAubrey@hotmail.com

NW Dec. 14 Rex & Mary Ellen Anderson’s Forge,

NE Dec. 14 (THE 2ND SATURDAY), at
Allan and Chloe Hardwicke’s home, in Altoona

SE Dec. 14 (The 2nd Saturday),
Tanah Keeta Boy Scout Camp

SW Dec. 7, (1st Saturday) at Christmas in the Park,
Palmetto Heritage Park, 515 10th Ave. W., Palmetto

8th Ave. W.

10th Ave.

US 41, US 301

Bus.41

17th St. W.

10th St. W.

Palmetto Heritage
Park, 515 10th Ave. W

X

S. Tamiami Tr.

6th St. W.

REGIONAL REPORTS

NE - November
The Barberville Pioneer Settlement for the Creative Arts hosted their
annual Fall Jamboree on Saturday November 2nd and Sunday November 3rd,
which coincided with the FABA NE Regional
meeting. Given that there are literally tens of
thousands of visitors during this event, FABA
members participate in a variety of ways to
(Lester Hollenback, Joe Bishop & Steve
support the Settlement and promote our craft
Estenson.)
Master wheelwright Lester Hollenback,
Joe Bishop and Steve Estenson hot set the iron tires on five wagon wheels as visitors
looked on; Jordan Thomas, Alex Chase, Lewis Riggleman and Dr. Steve Bloom
manned the blacksmith shop; Diane Riggleman
made rope to the delight of children and adults
on her antique rope-making machine; and Alan
Hardwicke, Ronnie Fowler, and Jesse Berguson
(Lewis Riggleman)
split cedar shingles. I’m sure that there were
many more FABA members who contributed throughout the weekend. I was
only able to attend Saturday morning and apologize if I left anyone out.
If you haven’t ever attended, I’d encourage
you to put the Fall Jamboree on your calendar
for 2014. It is always held on the first weekend
in November. This year there were five stages
of music, two musical workshop tents,
demonstrators, artists and crafters, old cars,
storytelling, a big dance in the schoolhouse, a
silent auction, food, a musical instrument
“Petting Zoo” and more!

(Dr. Steve Bloom)

(Alex Chase)

The NE Region December meeting will be held on December
14th (the second Saturday of the month) at Allen & Chloe
Hardwicke’s home in Altoona. This is the only meeting of the
year which is held on the second Saturday so be sure to mark
your calendars – see you there!

Bob Jacoby
(Jordan Thomas)
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REGIONAL REPORTS

SE - December Meeting

NW - November News & Views

Dec. 14 The SE will meet on December 14th
(the second Saturday of the month) at Tanah
Keeta.

The Northwest did not have a meeting to report for
this month’s Clinker Breaker, because a good bunch of us
loaded up and went to Ocala for the annual conference. I
know that Billy and I had a great time because we were
able to see our friends from all over the state and make
new friends at the same time.
The conference shows a lot of work through the FABA
board with the main load being carried by the Conference
Chairman, Kirk Sullens; Secretary, Jim Labolito;
Treasurer, Gary Kemp; and President, Jerry Wolfe. When
you see these individuals tell them thank-you for all of
their work, because it is for all of us.
As an overview, we had great demonstrators, teachers,
and staff personnel to make the event move with great
ease, like a clock movement. If you were unable to attend,
please start now to block out some time and save some
money to attend next year’s conference. As the time, dates
and location are being worked out, keep in mind that this
is an event for you. And you, along with your family,
should try to be there.
Billy and I look forward as this year comes to a close
to a safe and happy holiday season.

SW - December Meetings
Dec. 7 The SW Region December meeting will
be held on December 7th the first Saturday of
the month) at Palmetto’s Christmas in the
Park. It is a free event, with lots going on:
http://www.manateeclerk.com/Historical/docs/Events/eve
nts-palm-historic-park-mc-ag-museum.jpg Steve
Berglund will be demonstrating. Bring your family. Do a
little blacksmithing if you want, or just enjoy a community
Christmas celebration with friends. We’ll have a nice
“home base” at the blacksmithing demo for folding chairs
and coolers, etc. 9 am to 2pm. Food available on site.
Lost call 813 569 8994

Dec. 14 Boy Scout Metalworking Merit Badge
training. Location and time tbd. 80 scouts are
expected (train 2 at a time) and blacksmiths
Be safe and Happy Hammering, and forge set-ups are urgently needed!
Details:
John Boy and Billy
Call Jerry Wolfe at 941 355 5615 or
wolfeforge@hotmail.com
NW Upcoming Meetings:
NW December 14, 2013 Rex & Mary Ellen Anderson’s
Forge, 1221 Vista Road, Monticello, FL. (off of county
============================
road 259)

FOR SALE

NW January 11, 2014 Jeff & Brook Mohr’s Mockingbird
Forge, Crawfordville, FL. Thomas Kovac will be
demonstrating some of the knowledge he learned at a
recent knife class – heat treating, normalizing, edge
geometry, handle design and the knife test.
NW February 8, 2014 Juan Holbrook’s Talca Forge,
Gainesville FL.
NW Mar. 8, 2014 Mike Bettinger’s Welding, Tallahassee
NW April 12, 2014 Panhandle Pioneer Settlement,
Blountstown, FL. Eddie Rainey of Gallop Forge will be
demonstrating the making of a hammer and the tooling
needed to make a hammer.
As always, please bring a dish to share and your Iron In
The Hat items (5 free tickets for a hand forged item).

----> 100# Chambersburg power hammer for sale.
Pneumatic. Cleaned, lubed, and re-packed. Runs great. Manzel
oiler. Comes with $200 worth of high end grease and lube.
Made back when things lasted forever...a very solid hammer.
Located in Jacksonville, FL
Asking $4700 or best offer.
Contact Phil Collins at 904-612-7336 or
collinsandson88@gmail.com for more info and pics...
I have a link on IForgeIron right here...
http://www.iforgeiron.com/topic/35443-fs-100-chambersburgpower-hammer-for-sale/
And pics are up on the same website here....
http://www.iforgeiron.com/gallery/image/37771-img-5573/
<--------

========================
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Reprinted with permission from The New England Blacksmiths.

Merry Christmas from the Florida Clinker Breaker
and from my family to yours! - David Reddy

Reprinted with permission from the Pittsburgh Area Artist Blacksmith Association
Clinker Breaker December, 2013

FABA 2013 ANNUAL MEETING OCALA
Enjoy these images of the 2013 FABA
Conference, courtesy of photographer Kris
Olsen (Pineapple Post of Ocala)

FABA 2013 ANNUAL MEETING - OCALA
Enjoy these images of the 2013 FABA Conference, courtesy of
photographer Kris Olsen (Pineapple Post of Ocala)

FABA 2013 ANNUAL MEETING - OCALA
Enjoy these images of the 2013 FABA Conference, courtesy
of our own Dot Butler

Florida Artist Blacksmith Association
Jerry Grice Scholarship 2013
Receipt Deadline December 31, 2013
This scholarship was established to honor the memory of Jerry Grice, one of our charter members. Its purpose is to
further the craft of blacksmithing and it is available to any FABA member in good standing. The award is limited to
the actual cost or $1000, whichever is lesser. It may be used for materials, tuition, lodging and transportation (paid at
the rate of 43.2 cents per mile or the actual cost of public transportation, whichever is lesser).
A letter of application or a detailed email may be submitted provided the applicant answers the following questions:
1.

What is your name, address and phone number? ___________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________

2.

How much experience in blacksmithing do you have? _______________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________

3.

How will this instruction help you with your blacksmithing craft? _____________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________

4.

What is the name of the school you wish to attend? _________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________

5.

What is the name of the course and the name of the instructor teaching the class? _________________
___________________________________________________________________________________

6.

What costs will be incurred (tuition, lodging, transportation, etc.)? _____________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________

Note: By accepting the Jerry Grice Scholarship the applicant agrees to provide a demonstration of skills learned and
write a report of the learning experience, including “how-to” for publication in the Clinker Breaker. The next item is
not required but strongly suggested that an article, made by the new knowledge, be offered for auction at the Annual
meeting.
Completed letters of application or emails should be sent to John Butler, Chair , FABA Scholarship Committee, 777
Tyre Road, Havana, FL 32333 or jgbutler@sprintmail.com.
Deadline for receipt is December 31, 2013. Three finalists will be recommended to the Board. The decision of the
Board shall be final. The successful applicant will be notified.

Florida Artist Blacksmith Association
Gary Kemp, Membership Records
11045 Fernway Lane
Dade City, FL 33525
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DECEMBER,
2013
The Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit educational organization whose purposes are to teach, promote, and preserve
the art of blacksmithing. Contributions are tax-deductible to the extent provided by law. FABA publishes the Florida Clinker Breaker monthly, and FABA
membership includes a subscription. We solicit correspondence and unpaid articles on any subjects related to FABA’s purposes. ABANA chapter
newsletters may reprint noncopyrighted material if it is credited to the author and this newsletter. You need the publisher’s permission to reprint copyrighted
material unless otherwise noted.

FABA Officers
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Program Chairman
Past President
Trustee NE
Trustee NW
Trustee SE
Trustee SW
Editor

Jerry Wolfe
John Watson
Gary Kemp
Jim Labolito
Kirk Sullens
Rex Anderson
Jordan Thomas
Ron Childers
Ed Aaron
Lisa Anne Conner
David Reddy

FABA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Florida Artist Blacksmith Association, Inc.
Date __________ New____ Renewal ____
Name_________________________________
Spouse’s Name__________________________
Address_______________________________
_____________________________________
City
State
Zip
Phone:________________________________
E-Mail________________________________
Check here to receive newsletter by PDF______

941-355-5615
850-421-8005
352-567-7304
850-567-6464
352-357-7221
850-997-2748
352-473-5228
850-556-8403
561-748-9824
813-977-3743
813-875-2098

wolfeforge@hotmail.com
Circlejbar3@gmail.com
Treasurer@blacksmithing.org
fernforge@comcast.net
kirksullens@gmail.com
rexaanderson@embarqmail.com
firebrandforge@hotmail.com
Ron@munlaw.net
edaaron9824@bellsouth.net
melisandeaubrey@hotmail.com
editor@blacksmithing.org

Credit Card Visa__ MC__ Discover__
#_____________________________________
V code_____ Exp Date___________
Signature______________________________
Your FABA membership begins when your application and
membership fee is received. Membership is per family and lasts one
year. Send $25.00 fee and application to:
Gary Kemp, FABA Treasurer
11045 Fernway Lane
Dade City, FL 33525

Any fees incurred by returned checks will be passed back to the member.

