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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  JANUARY
As I look at the calendar with Christmas quickly
approaching and the New Year just around the
corner; I am contemplating, what will 2012
bring? Obviously a year of continued political
ads and debates; some “unknown things” that
will challenge us; learning new things at FABA
meetings; ABANA conference in SD; and all the
usual stuff we do to survive and enjoy our life with
family and friends. Hopefully as you reflect on the
past and look forward to the future; we each make
plans to improve, one of my goals is to organize
my shop to be more efficient (guess that means less
clutter). I hope you set some goals to “make some new things” or
develop some new skills in 2012.

Each one of us who has a shop has the opportunity
to teach a skill to someone. It could be a “one on
one” opportunity or a group demo at a monthly
meeting. I would encourage each of you to
mentor someone in the skills of blacksmithing.
I will be attending meetings in each region
sometime during the year; so if you are planning
something special, please let me know. Also I
would encourage each region to be thinking of
“special demonstrations” for concentrated training
on some subject of general interest in your region.
Jerry Wolfe

Members – Please check the address label for your membership renewal date. Renew early so you don’t miss out on any news!!!

Report from Farm Day at the Tallahassee
Museum of History & Natural Science
by John Boy Watson
The Tallahassee Museum of History and Natural Science
hosted Farm Day. Natasha Hartsfield, the educational program
coordinator, invited us to participate in the day’s activities by
bringing old tractors and helping to support the blacksmith shop.
Mike Murphy, the resident smith, was in his period
clothing, hammering throughout the day, and he was proving,
through his conduct, his commitment to the trade and to the
museum.
Mike demonstrated the making of a tomahawk with
a number of interruptions from a couple of sources. The first
was from his peers in attendance which included John Boy, Ron
Childers, Wayne Pelt, and Larry Wilson. We tried not to distract
Mike, but of course, we did! With that being said, Mike is such a
master of wit and so comfortable in the trade, I have to say Mike
was the winner.
The second came from the visitors. The questions they
asked were answered, but then someone would ask (what I think is
Mike’s favorite question), “Is that a hawk?” With that being asked,
Mike walks away from the forge, hawk in hand, and the person who
asked the question in tow. He would take them to his tomahawk
throwing area and instruct them in the art of throwing. Next, he
would have them throw the Hawk until they would stick it.
We would like to thank Natasha for inviting us, the FABA
members who attended, the members of the Wakulla County Old
Tractor Club who brought tractors, the staff of the museum, and a
very special thank you to Mike Murphy for just being who he is!

DIRECTORY UPDATES

• Sarah McMurray, P.O. 1095 Loxahatchee, FL 33470
•VP : John Watson, 850-421-8005, Circlejbar3@gmail.com
Editor’s Ramblings - As the editor for this fine publication, I’d like
to make sure you’re getting what you want out of this newsletter.
With a slew of articles out there, we get to decide what goes in
here. What about writing an article based on the experiences you
have in your shop? You never know who will find something of
value. It may even save their life. Do you have tips to make your
shop more efficient? Send ‘em in! And in light of starting out the
New Year with a clear mind, I hope you find the shop organization article helpful. The next time you meet an interested & potential blacksmith, help get them started by using the easy plans
for a firepot (this issue) as a jumping off point. If you have items
for sale or items needed, this is a great venue for those advertisements. The more feedback I can get from YOU, the better.
Don’t hesitate to drop me a line at: editor@blacksmithing.org OR
(706)-850-7988
~Will Manning

ALSO IN THIS ISSUE :
• Upcoming Events
• Regional Reports
• Organize Your Shop
• Easy Plans for a Firepot
• Improve Your Vise

UPCOMING EVENTS
e calender includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community. e regions have no boundaries - everyone is welcome
everywhere. Come to more than one if you can. We hold regular meetings in each region on the following Saturdays of each month:
NE-1st, NW-2nd, SE-3rd, SW-4th except for quarterly Statewide meetings. e actual dates vary so check the schedule below. Our
meetings are informal gatherings around the forge. Prospective members are always welcome. Come for all or any part of a meeting,
bring your tools or just watch. Most meetings run from 9AM to 4PM and you’ll want to bring a bag lunch if not otherwise noted. If
you have any questions about meetings, please contact the Regional Coordinators:
Northeast Region
Northwest Region
Southeast Region
Southwest Region

Butch Patterson
Billy Christie
Ralph Nettles
Lisa Anne Connor

904-964-2499
850-421-1386
561-747-5489
813-977-3743

JANUARY MEETINGS

NE

NE 07 - The Northeast Region meeting will return to Barberville
on January 7, 2012 at the Pioneer Settlement. Jordan omas will
conduct a Tong Making Seminar! This will benefit some of our new
members who have asked Jordan “where do you get your tongs?” as
well as veteran members who can always learn something new. If you
are interested in making your personal tongs just bring a hammer &
tongs. We will have some extras if you do not have them. It would
be helpful if you could bring your own steel, the sizes would be 3/8”
square for pick-up tongs, 1/2” sq. or 5/8” round for other types of
tongs. All those sizes would need to be 18” long for ease of handling.
You can buy the metal from Lowes, Home Depot, or most hardware
stores. One 36” length will make one tong.
Lunch will be provided by YOU. We will be cooking up a pot of veg- NW
etable soup. Bring a can of vegetables to add to the pot. If you would
like to bring some bread or a dessert also, that would be appreciated.
The “Buck in the Hat” drawing will be just before lunch. Dig around
your forge for an old tool, a metal related book, a nice piece of metal,
or something you forged to donate.
Be there for the fun, learning, and socializing

NW 14 - Jeff & Brooke Mohr’s Mockingbird Forge in Crawfordville
SE 21- Tanah Keeta
SW 28 - TBA

FUTURE EVENTS
NW - February 11: Juan Holbrook’s Talca Forge in Gainesville
NW - March 10: Clyde & Vi Payton’s Payton Forge in Monticello
NW - April 14: Panhandle Pioneer Settlement in Blountstown
SW - February 25: David Reddy’s forge in Tampa (right around the
corner from Tandova, Inc!) and David will demo railroad spike knives.
More info to follow - watch the website for updates!

SE

bpattr@yahoo.com
chriswoodforge@embarqmail.com
ralphnettles@msn.com
MelisandeAubrey@hotmail.com

REGIONAL REPORTS
NE by Butch Patterson
Our Christmas Party meeting was once again hosted by Allen & Chloe Hardwicke at their beautiful estate. The place is highly
decorated with rustic antiques and farm items the Hardwicke’s have collected over time. Even the outhouse! Over 30 members and 2
guests enjoyed their hospitality and a great meal.
I demonstrated the making of iron cowboy hats and discussed the jigs required for the project. Next up was Steve Estenson
and he had a totally different jig setup to make a smaller cowboy hat for a key fob.
ere were several nice items on the table for the Buck in the Bucket bringing in a total of $117.00 for FABA.
Lunch consisted of two large smoked turkeys, several covered dishes, loads of desserts, and a bunch of hungry people. Every
one got their fill just in time for the anvil shoot.
The two man anvil shooting team shot the anvil, not once, but twice. Allen was not satisfied with the height the first anvil so
he refilled with more powder. It again sent the anvil sky ward 25 feet. While most people watched the anvil, a few watched to see if the
cows would jump over the moon!

NW by John Boy Watson & Billy Christie
The NW meeting was held on November 12, 2011, at Mike Bettinger’s Welding Shop in Tallahassee.
The weather was just beautiful, with a morning start of freshly cooked sausage.
Our first demonstration was conducted by Mike’s son, John. He demonstrated how their computer controlled plasma cutter
worked by cutting out a silhouette of a blacksmith getting ready to strike an anvil, positioned in front of him, by having the hammer
raised high. John cut out three of these and donated them to the “Hat” drawing.
Our feature demonstrator was Rex Anderson, who made a single stem candle holder. Rex started with the base which was a
round six inch piece of flat stock that was 1/2” thick. He hammer finished the top side. Next, he used two pieces of 1” channel and a
piece of 1/2” O.D. copper, hammered flat. And two pieces, each consisting of three pieces of #4 copper ground wire, twisted together
and hammered flat. Next came the stem, assembled by placing the 1/2” O.D. flat copper between the pieces of channel iron, flat side
to flat side and the two pieces of #4 copper wire (flattened) placed in the channel, then welded at the top, with additional steel placed
in the ends to hold the copper spun wires in place. There has to be enough stock assembled to provide a stem of 10” to 12” long. A
candle cup was made from a piece of round 18 gauge sheet metal, 4 1/2” in diameter, hammered out in a swage block. e stem pieces
were placed in a gas forge & heated evenly, end to end, brought out and twisted. With the piece still hot, it is quenched in water, which
removes the scale from the copper. Next he drilled three 5/16” holes in the base, spaced evenly around the perimeter and 1/2” inch in.
e feet were made of 7/8” square stock, center drilled with a 3/8” drill to make a blind rivet.
Now that all the pieces were made, the assembly got under way. The feet were riveted to the base with a blind rivet set, the
stem was centered and welded to the base and the cup was blind welded to the stem from the top. The piece was wire brushed and
coated with a beautiful finish. Great job!
Mike gave us a guided tour of the shop and demonstrated how a number of the big machines work. Can you say one hundred
tons of pressure? Very interesting! We had some great hand forged items and other interesting stuff in the” Iron in the Hat” drawing.
anks to Lloyd Wheeler for calling and drawing the winning tickets, we raised a total of $205.00. Mike and his men cooked Bar-B-Q
chicken for lunch and they surely did a good job; plus the side dishes and deserts ensured that no one went away hungry.
We would like to thank Mike for opening his shop, his men for cooking the chicken, those who brought covered dishes, John
Boy for cooking the sausage, and all the smiths that brought hand forged and other items. This was a grand, blessed day. Have a happy,
safe hammering, Holiday!

SW by Lisa Anne
The SW Region had a busy gathering on December 10th at Bethany and Patrick Ford’s Myakka homestead. Harlan Fisher
showed many items he has both collected and made on his travels and in various classes and demonstrations. He also explained
several great demonstration pieces, one of which is meant to enlist a younger member of the audience and to get them involved; in this
instance, Patrick stepped forward to assist in the creation of a wall-hook from a 60-penny nail. Harlan also made several beautifully
detailed tiny salt-spoons from farriers’ nails, and finished his demonstrations with split-crosses. Huge thanks to Harlan for not
only demonstrating, but for donating his items for the Buck-in-the-bucket raffle table!!! Steve Berglund then passed around some
tomahawks made from massive bolts, and many of his knives, made with various handle materials. He demonstrated a damacene
technique working from a bundle of 6 chainsaw blades and forge-welding them into a knife-blank. He hammered away, enlisting
Patrick’s assistance as a striker, eventually creating a large, curved blade ready for finishing. Again, huge thanks to Steve for donating
his demo piece to the raffle!!! We also got the chance to see many of the exquisite lampshades Steve makes from stone and other
materials. The hearty luncheon buffet included really awesome ribs!
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Blacksmith Vise Improvement
by John Emmerling
Gearhart Ironwerks
Gearhart, Oregon
This great idea originated with Al Bakke of Saskatoon, SK., Canada.
George Dunajski of Los Gatos, CA. told us about it at Gary Gloynes’
hammer in at Mt. Shasta in August 2009.
To make your blacksmith vise work 100% better, simply replace the
curved friction disc between the outboard vise jaw (photo 1) and
handle with a throwout bearing (photos 2-3).
This improvement not only allows the lead screw to operate more
smoothly, but also grips the work much tighter and releases easier.

1

To obtain the proper size bearing, take the friction disc to a bearing
supply store and match the inside and outside diameter to that of a
throwout bearing.

2
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wanted

120-175 lbs. anvil

cracks & chips ok - needs to have horn

on a TIGHTbudget $ 100 +/contact Will Manning at: 850-544-6963

weldmyheart@yahoo.com

computer automated plasma cutter : great
for cutting out blanks : can handle 4’x4’
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e Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit educational organization whose purposes are to teach, promote, and preserve the art of
blacksmithing. Contributions are tax-deductible to the extent provided by law. FABA publishes the Florida Clinker Breaker monthly, and FABA membership includes
a subscription. We solicit correspondence and unpaid articles on any subjects related to FABA’s purposes. ABANA chapter newsletters may reprint noncopyrighted
material if it is credited to the author and this newsletter. You need the publisher’s permission to reprint copyrighted material unless otherwise noted.
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FABA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Florida Artist Blacksmith Association, Inc.
Date __________ New

Renewal ______

Name_________________________________
Spouses Name__________________________
Address_______________________________
_____________________________________
City
State
Zip
Phone:________________________________
E-Mail________________________________
Check here to receive newsletter by PDF______

941-355-5615
850-421-8005
850-539-5742
850-567-6464
850-668-9527
850-997-2748
352-473-5228
850-878-8537
561-747-5489
813-977-3743
706-850-7988

wolfeforge@hotmail.com
Circlejbar3@gmail.com
Treasurer@blacksmithing.org
fernforge@comcast.net
markham62@comcast.net
rexaanderson@embarqmail.com
firebrandforge@hotmail.com
Ron@munlaw.net
ralphnettles@msn.com
melisandeaubrey@hotmail.com
editor@blacksmithing.org

Credit Card Visa__ MC__ Discover__
#_____________________________________
V code_____ Exp Date___________
Signature______________________________
Your FABA membership begins when your application and
membership fee is received. Membership is per family and lasts one
year. Send $25.00 fee and application to:
Dorothy Butler, FABA Treasurer
777 Tyre Road
Havana, FL 32333

Any fees incurred by returned checks will be passed back to the member.

