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Presidents Message
Jerry Wolfe
We are in the midst of changes in
FABA - Juan Holbrook our long time
treasurer has decided to retire. Juan:
We appreciate your long service to
FABA and the diligence in keeping
our bills paid and our financial
condition strong. We wish you the
best and will expect you to continue
a very active role in our meetings
and annual conference. We had a
special election and Dorothy Butler
(Dot to most of you) is our new
treasurer. Dot and John have been long time members in FABA
and almost one of our 25 year members. Please welcome Dot
and assist her in this transition (address & contact info on
page 10)
We have received a very generous donation of blacksmith
tools from Hugh Mueller.
These tools will be used at
our local meeting places or
if not needed sold to FABA
members. FABA really
appreciates your generosity
and we will use these tools
to further the work of
educating and training
young and old some new
techniques
in
blacksmithing. For those who do not know Hugh; his
distinctive "blue hat" identifies him. There were numerous
NE meetings at Hugh's shop near Belleview and Weirsdale in
earlier years.
It is never too early to reserve a date, so put May 19th to 21st,
2011 on your calendar for the 15th bi-annual Southern
Blacksmithing Association Conference (formerly Southeastern
Regional Blacksmithing Conference) to be held in Madison,
GA. http://sbaconference.com/
Our annual elections are upon us and I would encourage you

to "take a part"; volunteer, RUN for an office, HELP FABA,
we need YOU. This year we are electing Treasurer,
Newsletter Editor, Program Chairperson, Trustee #2 – N. E.,
Trustee #4 – S. E.
WE NEED A NEWS LETTER EDITOR; Steve has decided
NOT TO RUN, please help with this critical part of our
chapter activities. If you have these SPECIAL SKILLS,
please let us know.
A special THANK YOU to all who have opened up your
shops / forges to have the local meetings; those who have
demonstrated; those who have donated Iron in Hat items;
those folks behind the scenes that make it all function that
we take for granted. ALL you volunteers – A VERY SPECIAL
THANKS.
Please make a special effort to RESERVE the Oct 8-10 dates
to CELEBRATE our 25th Year. We would really appreciate
you making a special item for the auction or donating a
significant tool or memorial item. All donations are very
much appreciated.
The heat of the summer is upon us and it is especially
important to keep the water flowing into your body to remain
hydrated and not have problems around the forge. Once
the cramping starts you are beyond the point of quickly rehydrating yourself; so a word to the wise, just keep drinking.
Nominations for the following offices can be mailed or
emailed to Jim Labolito; fernforge@comcast.net; 1314
Fernwood Road; Tallahassee, FL 32304. Offices are:
Treasurer
Newsletter Editor
Program Chairperson
Trustee #2 – N. E.
Trustee #4 – S. E.
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Upcoming Events
The calender includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community. The regions have no boundaries - everyone is welcome everywhere.
Come to more than one if you can. We hold regular meetings in each region on the following Saturdays of each month: NE-1st, NW-2nd, SE3rd, SW-4th except for quarterly Statewide meetings. The actual dates vary so check the schedule below. Our meetings are informal gatherings
around the forge. Prospective members are always welcome. Come for all or any part of a meeting, bring your tools or just watch. Most
meetings run from 9AM to 4PM and you’ll need to bring lunch if not otherwise noted. If you have any questions about meetings, please
contact the Regional Coordinators:
Northeast Region Mitch Widham
386-673-0174
mwidham@cfl.rr.com
Northwest Region Billy Christie
850-421-1386
chriswoodforge@embarqmail.com
Southeast Region
Ralph Nettles
561-747-5489
ralphnettles@msn.com
Southwest Region Lisa Ann Connor
813-977-3743
MelisandeAubrey@hotmail.com

August 2010
NE 07 Barberville - open forges
NW 14 Bill Adams’s Blind Hog Forge Havana, FL
SE 21 Unknown
SW 28 Quarterly meeting Lisa Ann Conner's birthday - details
on page 4

NW Region

Blind Hog Forge - Bill Adams
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From I-10, take US-27 north toward Havana,
Cross Ochlocknee River into Gadsden County.
Turn left (west) onto CR-270 (Shady Rest Road)
Go 5 miles. Look for double mailbox on right, concrete
drive with lots of landscaping = 1307 Shady Rest Road
the house on the right. Shop on left of house

SE Region

SW Region - see pg.4

Boy Scout Camp: from I-95 exit go east onto
Indiantown Rd, go north (left) onto Island
Way (1st traffic light). Stay on it until it ends
at Country Club Dr. Go left—it ends at the
entrance to Boy Scout Camp.
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Future Events
NW - Sep 11 – Bo Turner Youth Conservation Center in the
community of Capps, FL on US 19 (this is ½ mile North of the
intersection of US19 and US27)

Editorial Report
Steve Bloom
As you have noticed from the front page, we are going into
another election cycle. When I complete the current term, I
will have served as Editor for a total of eight years (with 6 of
those being back-to-back) and will have generated almost a
hundred issues. I think it is time to pass the baton on to
someone who might be able to shake things up a bit more,
get more of a rise out of you, the membership, and bring a
fresh approach to the Clinker Breaker. I have also come to
realize over the 22 years that I have been associated with
FABA, that the odds of someone volunteering is very low
unless the current office-holder is definitely not going to
serve again. So...if you want a newsletter in January, either
volunteer and/or get someone else to volunteer. Send those
names to Jim ASAP. I’ll be happy to help anyone coming
into the Editorship and would be overjoyed if a volunteer
wanted to come by and see how an issue is put together
(we’ve got four more to go before the new Editor starts pulling
the January issue together in early December). It’s your
organization and you have to step up once in awhile.

Report from the Northeast
Steven Estenson
The meeting was kinda quiet. We had 14 people turn out.
The good news is Ronnie Fowler was there. He has made a
speedy recovery from his heart attack. One stint and he is
good as new. There was not a lot of action at the forges I was
working on a pair of hot dog tongs to get lunch out of the
bucket. At the last minute during adjustments and lining up,
the joint broke in half. The joint area was just too thin. We
had a new visitor, Steve Milan, trying to make a railroad spike
tomahawk. Ronnie and Bob Blanton were both giving him
tips on getting it going. Lunch was coal fired hot dogs (Steve
and Dina Estenson), Pulled pork,( Gene and Lee Fortenberry)
beans and coleslaw, Potato salad, with dutch oven ( Jim
Robarr) baked blueberry cobbler for desert. The buck in the
bucket brought in $70.00, with numbers called by Dina and
Lynn Schuyler.We ate and closed up shop.

Report from the Northwest
Billy Christie
June 12, 2010, was a hot and sunny day at Mike Bettinger’s
Welding Shop in Tallahassee. We had 37 blacksmiths sign
in. Our feature demonstrator was John Butler and the project

for the day was how to make a Bowie Knife. John started out
with a piece of 1095 (high carbon) steel, that was about 1.5 x
3/16”. Using the power hammer, he forged out the blade,
paying close attention to the point. You need to keep the
blade straight and true as you go. A spring fuller was used to
start the tang area. It turned out great and John was nice
enough to donate it to the raffle.
Next, we were able to get Mike Bettinger to give us a power
hammer demonstration. Using a piece of 1” round, mild steel
he forged out a flower on one end (can’t remember name);
then he made a unique stem by tapering it to the desired
shape & size. Starting at one end he would forge out a small
piece of the stem; then move down the stem about 3/4” and
turn it slightly, then forge out another little piece. Then again
and again, all the way down the stem. This gave it a spiral,
sort of backbone look; turned out very pretty. There was
also a flower kit in the “Hat” drawing so you could make
your own.
Dave Byrd gave us a demonstration using the computer
controlled Plasma Cutting System. Dave cut out 12 leaves,
20 tong holders, and 12 anvil silhouettes, all in about 5
minutes. They all looked perfect.
Thanks to everyone who contributed the hand forged items
and other interesting stuff in the “Iron in the Hat” drawing.
We raised a total of $189.00.
Lunch was delicious as always. A special thanks to Perry
and Mark for cooking up all the mouth-watering chicken.
The chicken went very well with the scrumptious covered
dishes and desserts.

Report from the Southeast
Ed Aarons
Report from Tanah Keeta : The Boy Scout Summer Camp
was managed better this year. They only scheduled 4 scouts
per session. The bad thing is that only 3 showed up
for 2 sessions and 1 each for the other 2 sessions. That gives
more individual time for each scout. I was able to instruct
those 4 sessions, but will be out of town for the next 2
sessions. Don Shedlock and his son will instruct those
sessions. I didn't get any pictures for the CB. All the Scouts
that finished their requirements enjoyed their experience.

Report from the Southwest
Jerry Wolfe
Once again hosted by Jerry Wolfe, FABA President, the SW
Region met to watch several demos of metal manipulation.
Utilizing all things metal, from stacks of quarters to a timing
chain to multi-strand steel cables, Jerry Wolfe and Trez Cole
(with the able assistance of striker Nathan Nettles), crafted
knife-blanks incorporating many interesting patterns. Gary
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SW Regional Gathering
The SW Regional Gathering on August 28th will be held in
Tampa, at Tandova, Inc., located at 6010 North Armenia
Avenue. This very special Regional Meeting will feature
Jordan Thomas demonstrating punching, drifting, and
tapering as he works to complete a stand-alone candleholder
of wrought-iron. Jordan will also be sharing his experiences
from this year’s ABANA Conference, as well as from his time
at John C. Campbell Folk School.

Nathan Nettles & Jerry Wolfe

Trez Cole & Gary Kemp

The gates at the shop will open at 8 am, and plan to spend the
whole day with us! At 9 am, we will have a tour of Tandova,
Inc., which is a full service company providing sets, scenery,
and props to the entertainment industry, as well as the everpopular tours of Gregory Ecenia’s dinosaurs & Lash Oberst’s
custom motorcycle shop! Besides Jordan Thomas’ demo, we
have arranged for some local artists and craftspeople to teach
and demonstrate their various talents and skills, such as chain
maille making, lampwork bead making, and copper wire
jewelry, so bring the whole family for the day! Other
demonstrators and hands-on actitivites to include
lampworking (to make glass-beads), copper fibulae, and chain
maille.
If you would like to teach a class, or do a demo, please contact
Lisa Anne Conner, SW Trustee! Don’t forget your handmade
items for the Iron-in-the-Hat Raffle, and *stuff* for the Buckinthe-Bucket table is always welcome. Lunch will be potluck,
so bring a dish or two to share. Drinks will be provided.
This event will continue into the early evening with a barbecue
(and birthday cake), so please bring your musical talents and
instruments to join in the fun!

Cable Damscus steps & Hold Down by Bob Lillis

Kemp talked about his studies with Steve Bloom, and showed
off his own knives, and their specialty handles. A fine lunch
was rounded out with quite the selection of patriotic desserts.
We hope to see you all in August in Tampa!
The setup (above) and what can go wrong (below)

after etching
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Notices, For Sales & Want-Ads
BLACKSMITH COAL
$35 per 100 lb bag (Pickup only) & details - Pioneer Settlement,
contact the Settlement at 386-749-2959 or 386-749-2087 or mail
your order with payment to PSCA/COAL, P.O. Box 6,
Barberville, FL 32105. Accepted forms of payment: cash,
money orders, checks, MasterCard and Visa.
Treadle Hammer For Sale
As many Blacksmiths have probably done, I have spent the
last 12 years collecting tools, equipment and materials to the
point where I now have to rearrange "stuff" before I can start
working. The largest and least used tool I have is my treadle
hammer. My treadle hammer was built during the FABA
Workshop held in Mike Bettinger's Shop over the weekend
of October 22 thru 24, 2004 in Tallahassee. I was the
coordinator for that workshop where we had subscribers for
22 units including a full set of 31 tools for each unit. My unit
is like new, with all tooling intact and in excellent shape. I
have seen published accounts of this model TH selling for $
2,000 and I would be willing to part with mine for $ 1,500.
Jim Dunmire jamescdunmire@bellsouth.net phone 407977-5095 336 Kiwanis Circle, Chuluota Fl 32766 (FYI,
Chuluota is about 15 miles NE of Orlando)

Neat idea for an old file -- a snake fire striker

Clinker Breaker - August 2010 - 6

The IronFlower Knife Grinder
(DIY Variable Speed 2” x 72”)
Steve Bloom, Ironflower Forge
Tracking Arm

I was beginning to pull an article together about my latest
creation - a variable speed knife grinder that costs $1000 to $1600
under comparable commercial units. The unit features a threephase, 1.5 HP motor, a compatible variable frequency drive, a
four-station grinding head as well as some innovative accessories
(like a multiple jointed steady rest, a blade holding jig that greatly
simplifies plunge cuts (especially on folder blades), and a neat
jig that radically chops the time needed to prepare stag handles
for hidden tang knives. The unit runs from 5420 sfm down to 390
sfm with tracking that is both precise and easy to adjust. The
complete write up is now at 36 pages (and counting) and describes
in excruciating detail the rationale behind the design as well as
detailed construction instructions. Obviously, that is not
something I can cram into a Clinker Breaker article and frankly,
I have no good idea how many of you would be interested
anyway. So, here’s a few tidbits from the manual. I expect to be
selling copies at the FABA Conference and Madison and there
will be a workshop sometime in the next few months to build
another pair, so pictures from that will eventually appear in the
CB.

Grind Heads
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July 2010

Pittsburgh Area Artist — Blacksmiths Association

Bill Fugate’s Collar Jig
Here are some pictures of the collar clamp. Also included is
a shot of a "Boyd Holtan" trivet. The clamp is intended to sit
atop the vise jaws. The collar is set in the clamp and
heated cherry red. The trivet is then set in the collar and vise
tightened to close it. The ends of the collar are then closed over
and set tight with a hammer.
This article is reprinted from the June, 2009
Appalachian Blacksmiths Association Newsletter!
Thanks ABA!

I've made 20 or more trivets like this for gifts and as a
result have a whole set of jigs
to speed up the process. I've
always fought the collars, so
I recently made this collaring
jig. Now I can install three
collars in about 5 minutes.

Francis Whitaker’s Collar
Formula
To collar SQUARE or RECTANGULAR shapes:
Add perimeter of material
being collared plus 2-1/2 times
the thickness of the collar material.
To collar ROUND shapes:
Add diameters of material
being collared plus 3 times the
thickness of the collar material.

9
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ABANA 2010
The 2010 ABANA conference in Memphis TN was a great
success in my estimation - great demonstrators, good
attendance, good representation of book and tool sales and
good tail-gate tool sales (Not as good as SOFA Quad-State
but they have perfected it over many years). I attended a
demo by Phil Cox who explained some details about a brake
on a 25# Little Giant as well as tooling to do many things Now I'm inspired to "get it done". Also watched a demo by
two men from Israel, Tsur Sadan and Amit Har-Lev; great
demo of hammer work, team work as well as coordination of
power hammer (drawing two pieces at once with one man
holding each piece and one man controlling the power
hammer). There were four different demo tents so one could
choose a variety of demonstrations. There were many power
hammers and I know one of our Floridians decided which one
to buy at the conference. We had a good representation of

FABA members who attended - I counted about 26 folks; so
for the distance, that was great. I hope it is closer in 2012 and
more folks can enjoy an ABANA conference. We set up a
"booth" to represent FABA at the ABANA conference and
had many people admire our new banner and new T shirt
design for 2010. I'm sure we will get many sales if we advertise.
The gallery had lots of excellent pieces of art and
workmanship of a variety of things - Sculptures, grills, bowls,
knives, furniture, wizards, humming birds, etc. There was a
"nail tree" where everyone was encouraged to contribute a
personalized nail - it will reside at the National Ornamental
Metal Museum.
ABANA as an organization has changed significantly in the
past few years to become a "member organization" for the
primary purpose of education and encouraging the art of
blacksmithing. I would encourage you to see what ABANA
has to offer you. (www.abana.org)

8
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The Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit educational organization whose purposes are to teach, promote, and preserve the art of
blacksmithing. Contributions are tax-deductible to the extent provided by law. FABA publishes the Florida Clinker Breaker monthly, and FABA membership
includes a subscription. We solicit correspondence and unpaid articles on any subjects related to FABA’s purposes. ABANA chapter newsletters may reprint noncopyrighted material if it is credited to the author and this newsletter. You need the publisher’s permission to reprint copyrighted material unless otherwise noted.

FABA Officers
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Program Chairman
Newsletter Editor
Past President
Trustee NE
Trustee NW
Trustee SE
Trustee SW

Jerry Wolfe
Charles (Hippie) Pate
Dorothy H. Butler
Jim Labolito
Mark Stone
Steve Bloom
Rex Anderson
Kathy Thomas
Ron Childers
Ralph Nettles
Lisa Ann Connor

941-355-5615
850-997-6986
850-539-5742
850-567-6464
850-668-9527
352-528-6508
850.997-2748
386-985-4756
850-878-8537
561-747-5489
813-977-3743

wolfeforge@hotmail.com
-unknownjgbutler@sprintmail.com
fernforge@comcast.net
markham62@comcast.net
sabloom@ironflower.com
rexaanderson@embarqmail.com
ramsheadstudios@bellsouth.net
Ron@munlaw.net
ralphnettles@msn.com
melisandeaubrey@hotmail.com

Steve Bloom, Editor; P.O. Box 760; Archer, FL 32618; (352) 528-6508 or smith@blacksmithing.org; http://www.blacksmithing.org

FABA MEMBERSHIPAPPLICATION
Florida Artist Blacksmith Association, Inc.
Founding member Southern Blacksmith Association.
Renewal
Date __________ New
Name_________________________________
Address_______________________________
_____________________________________
Zip
State
City
Phone:Home_____________Work:_________
E-Mail______________________________
Spouse’s Name:________________________

Send application & a membership fee of $25.00 to
Dorothy H. Butler
777 Tyre Rd
Havana FL 32333

Make check out to FABA. Your FABA membership begins when we
receive your payment and lasts one year Membership is for a family.
Don’t list me in the directory [____]

1st Class
Postage
FLORIDA ARTIST BLACKSMITH ASSOCIATION
Dorothy H. Butler, Membership Records
777 Tyre Rd
Havana FL 323336
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