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President’s Corner
Bill Robertson

Update:  I am pleased to report

that there has been a lot of good

blacksmithing taking place in

all four of our regions.  Thank

you regional coordinators for

all your efforts, it’s paying off.

Also thank you Eric Velleca,

for having organized a great

statewide meeting for the SE region and the great write-up

you did for the newsletter prior to the event.  I think the

better we advertise our upcoming events the better our

member participation will be.  I hear that the NE region is

starting to put together a joint project for this year’s

auction.  Now would be a good time for the other regions

to start thinking about one.  Joint auction projects not only

help us raise money to bring in quality demonstrators, but

they are great fun and a wonderful learning opportunity. 

I have enjoyed every one I have ever been involved with.

 Patty and I have two tables in our living room (true works

of art) that were joint projects from the SE and NW regions

that we bought at past conferences.  It’s fun to point out to

friends all the touchmarks from the smiths that had a hand

in crafting them.

2006 Conference:  Clyde Payton has very generously

volunteered to oversee the details and management of this

year’s annual conference in October.  He has already put

great effort into recruiting volunteers from members other

then those who normally put in a lot of their time.  If you

have enjoyed past conferences and would like to be a

working part of this one, Clyde would be delighted to hear

from you. I’m sure he will be able to match your skills to a

job.  The more people that help out for a day, half a day, or

even just a few hours, the less of a burden it is on any one

person.  You can call Clyde at 850-997-3627 or e-mail him

at paytonforge@nettally.com

Tip of the month:  A few inches of pipe with a bar welded

on one end is a jig that has proven to be quite useful in my

shop.  You clamp the jig in the post vise and your stock to

the pipe with locking vise grips for uniform bends.  By

marking the top of the pipe with a starting and finishing

point you will be able to have multiple bends of the same

length for things such as hooks, or the legs of a lamp.  Now

every time I come across a different diameter piece of pipe

I cut off a few inches and make another jig to add to my

assortment.  You get a much better bend than you would

over the horn of the anvil or on a cone mandrel because

you do not have the taper which bends your stock out

sideways.      

Steve Bloom

John Butler

Billie Christie

Steve Kalb

Clyde Payton

Bill Roberts

Bill Robertson

Ben Rogers

Jerry Wolfe
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Upcoming Events
The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community.  Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA) sponsored events are highlighted in bold
typeface.  The regions have no boundaries - everyone is welcome everywhere.  Come to more than one if you can.  We hold regular monthly meetings in each region
(except that we all try to get together at one Statewide Meeting each quarter) on the following Saturdays of each month: NE-1st, NW-2nd, SE-3rd, SW-last.  The
actual dates may vary from month to month; check the schedule below.  Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge.  Prospective members are always
welcome.  Come for all or any part of a meeting, bring your tools, or just watch.  Most meetings run from 9AM to 4PM, and you'll need to bring a lunch if you stay
all day, unless otherwise noted.  If you have any questions about meetings please contact the Regional Coordinators:

Northeast Region: Ken Knight (352)-339-0629 –unknown--

Northwest Region: Billie Christie (850) 421-1386 chriswood@talweb.com

Southeast Region: Ed Aaron (561) 748-9824 EdandMickieAaron@aol.com

Southwest Region: Jerry Wolfe (941) 355-5615 wolfeforge@juno.com

SW region - Mar 25

NW region - Mar 11

SE region - Mar 18

NE region - Mar 04

March 2006

NE Mar 04 Barberville

NW Mar 11 Payton Forge in Monticello, FL (see pg.3)

SE Mar 18 Yesteryear Village

SW Mar 25 Hammer In at Wolfe Forge – More Demos on “Favorite

Blacksmith Tool”;Lunch break – Bring a dish to

share.;Bring  Iron in the Hat item
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Current Events
NW Mar 11  Clyde and Vi Payton shop - We are

planning a great one-day program concentrating on some

of the BASICS of blacksmithing.  For Beginners and

Intermediates we will have two complete forge stations

with attending instructors.  (Bring your eye and ear

protection and gloves).

How To TEMPER cutting edges and points will

be one class taught to us by a master.  Another class will be

DRILLING HOLES IN METAL – how to do basic layout

of hole location and easy ways to drill the holes.  Using

OXYGEN/ACETYLENE for CUTTING metal and

WELDING metal will be another class taught by a master

with a torch!

Other high points of the day will be an

Iron-In-The-Hat RAFFLE – be sure to bring something to

put on this table.  We will also have a Fantastic TAIL

GATE SALES area – so be sure to bring all of the “extras”,

“surpluses”, and items that you have made, and tools which

you wish to sell or barter. As usual we will have an

absolutely “sinful” LUNCH, so bring a covered dish. Look

to this issue for a map to PAYTON FORGE, and if you

have any questions call 850/997-3627.

Upcoming Events
NW Apr 08 Panhandle Pioneer Settlement

Blountstown

SE Apr 15 Pete Yockey's shop

NE May 06 Steve Bloom’s - Williston Fl

NW May 13 Benny Prince’s Farmers Heritage Museum in

Cairo, Georgia.

SE Mar 18 Ray and Anne Reynolds.

Jun 19 - deadline Walt Anderson Scholarship application

Reports from the Northwest

Ken Knight

The meet at Ben Rogers' historic shop was well received by

nearly 40 members and guests. Even with the weather starting out

so wet. 

 

Next month, Ronnie Fowler will demonstrate flame welding on

cast iron. This will come in very handy for all of us who have

those nasty cracks and broken-off pieces on our fire pots,

blowers, and the like. The meeting will be at Barberville on

March 4th, so come on over and learn something new. No, no,

this is not brazing and not a patch. This process is truly welding

of cast iron. You could finally be able to impress that

mother-in-law of yours who thinks you can't do anything right.

Reports from the Northwest

Billie Christie

The NW Region of FABA met on Saturday January 14,

2006 at Brook & Jeff Mohr’s Mockingbird Forge in

Crawfordville, FL. It was cold & breezy, but just right for staying

close to the forge and/or the patio fire pit. We had 29 brave souls

sign in.

Jeff was in the middle of a big railing job in his shop, so his

demonstration was to show everyone how he made the key parts

for the railing. The theme piece was made from ½” square x 23 ½”

long, which is heated and twisted in the middle (Jeff used his modified

pipe threading machine for this). Then he forges two scrolls for each

end (out of ½ “x 1/8 “) which he turns back to back and welds to each

end of ½ “bar. Looked Great.

Jeff then made a penny scroll and went on to make a round hoop

out of flat stock, using his custom mounted two pieces of R.R. track(

they will straighten or bend just about anything). Thanks, Jeff!

We made $95.00 on “The Iron In The Hat” drawing, special

thanks to Esther Gurr & Freida Platt.  Remember, any hand forged

item(s) donated will get you 5 free tickets for the drawing.

Due to a death in Brooke’s family, she was unable to stay for the

day; however, she made sure we had a yummy lunch that consisted of

home made chili, cornbread, covered dishes, and desserts. Great work

everyone and our deepest sympathy to Brook and her family.

After lunch Skeeter Prather and Bill Robertson went to work

making 5 large lantern hangers, which had a big Shepard hook on one

end. These turned out looking impressive; I believe these are for Tycee

Grice.  I saw Vince Labolito at the open forge making a nice penny

scroll with a hook on the end.

We always have a fun and educational

meeting, and this was no exception!  Happy

Hammering!

P.S.Our feature demonstrator at the April 8,

2006 Statewide Meeting at the Pioneer

Settlement in Blountstown, Florida will be

Billy Hollon.  He is the resident blacksmith at

The Reenactment Museum in Troy, Alabama.

Y’all Come!

Reports from the Southeast

Bill Roberts

Jorgen Harle from Eastsound, Wa

(Owner of Orcas Island Forge)  was

the demonstrator at Eric Velleca's

Shop in Loxahatchee, FL.. Jorgen did

some forging with the power hammers

and on the next day we had a

workshop where for $100 ...you could

forge your own hammer and end up

with enough tool steel to make two

more. And you also got to make a

punch and drift. Plus this kit came with

three hammer handles.  Bill is shown

here forging  2" round 4140 into the

rough shaped rectangle

for the hammer heads on a Striker

160.

Report from the Southwest

Steve Kalb & Jerry Wolfe

The January meeting for the

SW group was held at The Shell

Factory in North Fort Myers.  There

were approximately 20 people

present and seven were in attendance

actively taking a glass class with

Eric & Jorgen

Steve Kalb, Rich Fizer &

Ironhand

Bill working the hammer
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Master Glass blower Rich Fizer.  Due

to the Shell Factory opening at 10 the

class started just past then, and we got

to work.  The class was split up into 2

groups and Rich had an associate Bill

help with the class. “IronHand” also

helped  wi th  so m e individual

instruction and assistance.  This was

especially nice because more people

were allowed to work at the same time

sub-sequentially making more glass

pieces!  Jerry Wolfe made a nice

traditional riveted grill which he

molded molten glass "panes" to go

with the work. Others concentrated

o n  m a k i n g  d o o r k n o b s  a n d

paperweights.  Each time the student

made a new piece, the work got

much more intricate showing both

Rich's great teaching and the

students’ tenacity.  Jerry Wolfe

supplied soft drinks and I provided

water and a portable forge for

anybody who wanted to play.

Nobody used the forge, and I took

this as a great response to the class

who was so enthralled with working with the new medium.  

What was additionally learned was copper AND silver have the

same expansion coefficient when the glass is annealing, and it

will not crack when actually mixed with the molten glass if done

properly.  I crushed up copper and made a tornado effect in the

glass by twisting it.  Rich is going to continue to offer classes.  If

you wish to have a class with Rich contact me and I will give you

his number so that you can work something out.  Thanks to all

that came and all that helped.  There was no money raised in the

buck in the bucket, I am sorry I forgot to organize that, I had too

much fun in the class! (See the website for color  versions of

these pics - really impressive - Editor)

THE FABA 2006 ANNUAL CONFERENCE

 CLYDE PAYTON

Our esteemed Organization will conduct its Regular Annual

Conference at the Pioneer Settlement Museum, Barberville, FL

on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, October 13, 14, and 15, 2006.

The FABA Board of Trustees has “drafted” me to be the

PROGRAM COORDINATOR for this main event conference.

From past experience I know that chairing a conference

committee is a very serious campaign and a great big job!  It’s a

job that must have many “soldiers” and very few “generals”.

But, to tell you the truth, I’m not worried a bit – and I’ll tell you

why:

FABA has many, many wonderful members who are very skilled

at what they do – and they know how to get the job done!  For

example – Vi and I attended the Northeast Regional Meeting

held at Ben Rogers’ Shop near Flemington, FL.  It was an

excellent regional meeting with about fifty people in attendance.

At this meeting, Ben called upon me to make an announcement

about the 2006 conference.  Right off the bat, 5 people volunteered to

form a TOOLING AND SET UP SUB-COMMITTEE – to furnish

any needed tooling and equipment and set it up for the conference.

Ben Rogers volunteered to lead this group and quickly following were

Ronnie Fowler, Bob Brown, Allen Hardwicke, and Ken Knight.  But,

hold on, it doesn’t end here –

Ken Knight, the Northeast Region Coordinator, and Juan Holbrook

also volunteered to head up a special workshop in order to make a

blacksmith item to be donated to the Saturday night Auction.  They

will conduct workshop(s) in their region to build this item as a

Regional Group Project.  Possible projects were even discussed, such

as a box of blacksmith tools for a beginner, a “starter set”, or a

chandelier that hangs on the wall.

I think this Regional Group Project idea is FANTASTIC!

I would like to challenge the other three FABA regions to do likewise

– the Regional Program Coordinators could lead the way as Ken

Knight is doing for the Northeast.  If the other three regions will also

join in, Ken and Juan suggested that we have some kind of judging

as to which region came up with the best project – or the regional

project that brought the most money at the Auction?  Or a judging by

ballot box voters for the “best”?  These four regional projects would

be a part of the Show-And-Tell table until the Saturday night

Auction.  Could they be in the People’s Choice contest??

So ---- how about getting with your Regional Program Coordinator and

have some fun with this idea.  You can’t start too early.  And I hope

you will include me – I like group projects!

Frontier Bladesmithing Class
Instructor - John Butler

Learn how to forge blades to shape, heat-treat the result, and apply

handles using backwoods blacksmithing techniques. All materials

will be supplied, but students must bring hammers and tongs to hold

thin stock. Class limited to ten students.; Cost: $55.00

Saturday, March 25th at 9:00am CST (one day only); 

 Panhandle Pioneer Settlement; Remit payment to: 

Willard Smith; 16303 N. W. Willard Smith Road

Blountstown, FL 32424

(Cancellations must be made 48 hours before the class date.)

Power Hammer Workshop
Ron Childers

We are trying to put together another power hammer workshop;

hopefully in May in Tallahassee. Interested persons can e-mail Mike

Bettinger at bmchild2@aol.com.It's the same as last time; The Ray

Clontz tire hammer in a workshop put on by Clay Spencer. May 26

is the target date. - (if you don’t already have a hammer, this is not a

bad way to go! – Editor)

Food for Thought
Hippie (Charles Pate)

Tell me and I forget

Teach me and I remember

Involve me and I learn.
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Walt Anderson Scholarship

A Scholarship was established by the Board to honor the memory

of Walt Anderson, one of our Charter members, with the purpose

to further the craft of blacksmithing and is available to any

FABA member in good standing. The award is limited to actual

cost or $750 whichever is lesser and may be used for tuition,

materials, room and board and transportation (paid at the rate of

$0.29 per mile or actual cost of public transportation (whichever

is lesser). The successful applicant must have convinced the

FABA Board, through written application, that their past

experience in blacksmithing is sufficient background upon which

additional formal training will enhance the applicant's potential

for furtherance of the craft; and the schooling sought is

appropriate to that purpose. A formal application blank can be

obtained from me, Chair of the Scholarship Committee.

However, a simple "Letter of Application" will suffice provided

it contains at least the followings: 

1.Name, address and phone number of applicant;

2.Brief statement of past experience in blacksmithing;

3.Brief statement as to how.the additional schooling will

potentiate furtherance of the blacksmithing craft;

4.Brief statement as to how the additional schooling will support the

applicant's personal goal in the craft and art of blacksmithing;

5.Name of school to be attended;

6.Specific course desired and name of instructor;

7.Costs: tuition, materials, room and board, transportation (and means

of transportation).

Completed applications should be sent to me (see address below). I'll

happily respond to phone inquires (850/386-9246), of course.

Deadline for receipt: Monday, June 19, 2006. The Scholarship

Committee will carefully evaluate each application and recommend

three finalist to the Board. The decision of the Board-will be final. The

successful applicant will be notified after the July quarterly Board

meeting. 

Upon completion of schooling the Awardee must provide a

demonstration of things learned at a regional meeting of the

Association and write a report of the schooling experience, to include

"how-to", for publication in the Clinker Breaker. And it is hoped, but

not required, that based upon the new learning an article for auction be

made for offering at the Annual meeting. 

Skeeter Prather, Chair, FABA Scholarship Committee, 2816 Terry

Road, Tallahassee. F1 32312; phone 850/386-9246. 
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The Florida Artist Blacksmith Association(FABA)  is a 501(c)(3) non-profit educational organization whose purposes are to teach, promote, and
preserve the art of blacksmithing.  Contributions are tax-deductible to the extent provided by law.  FABA publishes the Florida Clinker Breaker
monthly, and FABA membership includes a subscription.  We solicit correspondence and unpaid articles on any subjects related to FABA’s
purposes.  ABANA chapter newsletters may reprint non-copyrighted material if it is credited to the author and this newsletter.  You need the
publisher’s permission to reprint copyrighted material unless otherwise noted.

FABA Officers
President  Bill Robertson 850-668-2876 applecrossforge@nettally.com

Vice President Jeff Mohr 850-926-4448 mockingbirdforge@peoplepc.com

Treasurer Juan Holbrook 352-374-8888 juanylindagrace@aol.com

Secretary Anne Reynolds 561-793-2452 ARAReynolds@aol.com

Program Chairman Clyde Payton 850-997-3627 paytonforge@nettally.com

Newsletter Editor Steve Bloom 352-528-6508 sab@ironflower.com

Past President –see Prez above – 2  termnd

Trustee #1 Tom Kennedy  407-469-3899 burninghandforge@hotmail.com

Trustee #2 Clyde Payton 850-997-3627 paytonforge@nettally.com

Trustee #3 Charlie Stemmann 561-964-8834 stemmann@aol.com

Trustee #4 John Butler 850-539-5742 jgbutler@sprintmail.com

Steve Bloom, Editor; P.O. Box 760; Archer, FL 32618-0760; (352) 528-6508 or smith@blacksmithing.org; http://www.blacksmithing.org

The Florida  Clinker Breaker
FLORIDA ARTIST BLACKSMITH ASSOCIATION

Juan Holbrook, Membership Records
6418 NW 97 Court
Gainesville, FL 32653

1  Classst

Postage
March 2006

mailto:websmith@blacksmithing.org

	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10

